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YOUR GATEWAY
TO PLAYING
MUSIC: THE ALL
BASIC GUITAR
CHORDS CHART

Every  journey  of  a
thousand songs begins
with a single chord. For
new  guitarists,  the
s h e e r  n u m b e r  o f
shapes and names can
feel overwhelming. But
the secret to unlocking
almost  any  pop,  rock,
folk, or country song is
surprisingly  simple:  a
solid command of just
a  handful  of  chords.
That  is  where  an  All
Basic  Guitar  Chords
Chart  becomes  your

most  valuable  tool.
This guide will walk you
through every essential
chord  you  need  to
know, how to read the
diagrams,  and how to
start making real music
today. By the end, you
w i l l  h a v e  a  c l e a r
mental  map  of  the
f retboard  and  the
confidence  to  play
a l o n g  w i t h  y o u r
favorite  tunes.

WHAT EXACTLY IS
A GUITAR CHORD
CHART?

A  guitar  chord  chart
(often  called  a  chord
diagram)  is  a  visual
representation  of  the
guitar  neck.  It  shows
you  exactly  where  to
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place  your  fingers  to
produce  a  specific
h a r m o n y .
Understanding  this
map  is  the  first  step
toward  using  an  All
Basic  Guitar  Chords
Chart effectively.
Typical ly ,  a  chord
diagram consists of six
vert ical  l ines  (the
strings)  and horizontal
lines  (the  frets).  Dots
indicate where to press
down, numbers tell you
which  finger  to  use,
and  an  "X "  o r  "O"
above the nut tells you
whether to strum that
string or leave it open.
M a s t e r i n g  t h e s e
symbols  means  you
can  learn  any  chord,
anywhere on the neck,
without  needing  a
teacher.

The

Anatomy
of a
Chord
Diagram

Vertical Lines:
Represent the six
strings – from
high E (thinnest,
on the right) to
low E (thickest,
on the left).
Horizontal
Lines: Represent
the metal frets.
The space
between two
lines is the fret
you press.
Dots: Show
where to place
your fingertips. A
black dot means
a fretted note.
Numbers: Inside
the dot or next to
it, 1 = index
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finger, 2 =
middle, 3 = ring,
4 = pinky. These
are your
fingering
suggestions.
"O" above the
nut: Strum that
string open.
"X" above the
nut: Do not play
that string
(either mute it or
skip it).

Once  you  internalize
this  system,  an  All
Basic  Guitar  Chords
Chart  becomes  as
intuitive  as  reading  a
map. You will  be able
t o  p i c k  u p  a n y
songbook or online tab
and  t rans la te  the
shapes  instantly.

THE ESSENTIAL
OPEN CHORDS:
YOUR STARTING
POINT

Open chords  –  chords
that  include  at  least

one  open,  unfretted
s t r i n g  –  a r e  t h e
foundation  of  guitar
playing.  They  are  the
first  shapes  any
beginner  learns,  and
t h e y  a p p e a r  i n
countless  songs.  The
Al l  Bas ic  Gui tar
Chords Chart for open
chords  includes  the
m a j o r  a n d  m i n o r
chords  in  the  most
common keys: C, A, G,
E,  D  ( the  "CAGED"
system) plus F and Bm
which  somet imes
require small barres.

Major
Chords:
Bright
and
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Happy
C Major: A
warm, full chord.
Place your ring
finger on the 3rd
fret of the A
string, middle on
the 2nd fret of
the D string, and
index on the 1st
fret of the B
string. Strum
from the A string
down.
G Major:
Possibly the most
versatile chord.
Options include
the classic G with
pinky on high E,
or the G with
index on low E
(2nd fret), middle
on A string (2nd
fret), ring on low
E (3rd fret). Both
work – choose
what feels
comfortable.
D Major: Bright

and ringing.
Place index on
the 2nd fret of
the G string, ring
on the 3rd fret of
the B string, and
middle on the
2nd fret of the
high E. Do not
strum the low E
or A strings.
A Major: A clear,
open sound. You
can play it with
three fingers in a
row (2nd fret of
D, G, B strings)
or a single barre.
The three-finger
version is easier
for beginners.
E Major: One of
the easiest
chords. Simply
place your index
on the 1st fret of
the G string,
middle on the
2nd fret of the A
string, and ring
on the 2nd fret of
the D string.
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Strum all six
strings.

Minor
Chords:
Sad and
Soulful

Am (A Minor):
The most
common minor
chord. Index
finger on 1st fret
of B string,
middle finger on
2nd fret of D
string, ring finger
on 2nd fret of G
string. Strum
from A string.
Em (E Minor):
Only two fingers
needed. Middle
on 2nd fret of A
string, ring on
2nd fret of D
string. Strum all

six. It's the
easiest chord on
the guitar.
Dm (D Minor):
Similar to D
major, but with a
change. Index on
1st fret of high E,
middle on 2nd
fret of G string,
ring on 3rd fret
of B string. Strum
from D string.
Bm (B Minor):
Often a barre
chord, but a
simple open
version exists if
you have a capo.
For beginners,
learning the
barre Bm at the
2nd fret (using
index across all
six strings) is a
great milestone.

Dominant
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7th
Chords:
Adding
Blues and

Tension
Seventh chords add a
bluesy flavor. The most
essential ones are A7,
E7,  D7,  G7,  and  C7.
For example, E7 is just
an E major shape with
your  ring  finger
removed – lift it off the
D string, and you have
E7.  G7  is  played  by
adding  your  pinky  to
the 3rd fret of the high
E  while  making  a  G
major shape. These are
must-knows in any All
Basic  Guitar  Chords
Chart.

BARRE CHORDS:

THE POWER SHAPE

Once  you  have  open
chords down, the next
step  in  mastering  an
Al l  Bas ic  Gui tar
Chords Chart is barre
chords. A barre is when
you  use  your  index
finger to press down all
six  strings  across  a
s ing le  f re t ,  l i ke  a
movable  capo.  This
allows you to play any
major  or  minor  chord
anywhere on the neck.
The two most common
barre chord shapes are
based  on  the  open  E
and open A chords.

E-Shape
Barre
(Major
and
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Minor)
Take the open E major
shape,  and  use  your
index  finger  to  barre
the  entire  fret.  Move
that  shape  up  to  the
1st  f ret :  you  get  F
major.  Up  to  the  3rd
f re t :  G  major .  For
minor,  use  the  open
E m  s h a p e .  F o r
instance, barre the 5th
fret  with  index,  and
make  an  Em shape  –
t h a t  i s  A m .  W i t h
practice,  barre  chords
un lock  eve ry  key
instantly.

A-Shape
Barre
(Major
and

Minor)
This  shape  uses  the
open  A  major  or  Am
form.  Fo r  a  ma jo r
chord,  barre  the  5th
fret and use your ring
finger  to  press  the  D,
G, and B strings at the
7th fret. This gives you
D  major.  For  minor,
barre the 5th fret and
use  your  middle  and
ring  fingers  on  the  6th
fret of D and G strings.
That  gives  you  Dm.
Mastering  these  two
shapes will let you play
any chord in any key.

HOW TO USE AN
ALL BASIC GUITAR
CHORDS CHART
EFFECTIVELY

Having a chart  is  one
th ing  –  us ing  i t  to
a c c e l e r a t e  y o u r
learning  is  another.
Follow  these  practical
steps to get the most
out  of  your  All  Basic
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Guitar Chords Chart.

Memorize
in Groups
Do not try to learn all
20+  chords  at  once.
Focus  on  one  family:
for  example,  learn  C
major,  G  major,  and
Am  together  because
they appear in the key
of C. Practice switching
between  them  until
your  fingers  move
without  thinking.

Use a
Metrono
me
Chord  changes  are
about  timing.  Set  a
metronome  to  a  slow
beat (like 60 BPM) and
change  chords  on
every  click.  Start  with
two chords, then three,

t h e n  f o u r .  S p e e d
comes  from  accuracy,
not rushing.

Anchor
Your
Fingers
Many  chords  share
similar  shapes.  For
instance,  C major  and
Am both use the same
finger  positions  on  the
1st and 2nd frets – you
can  often  keep  your
index  and  midd le
anchored while moving
your ring finger. An All
Basic  Guitar  Chords
Chart  helps  you  spot
these patterns.

Practice
“One
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Minute
Changes”
Pick  two  chords  you
struggle  with  (like  G
and  D).  Strum  one
chord,  then  switch  to
the other as fast as you
can  whi le  s tay ing
clean.  Repeat  for  one
minute.  This  builds
muscle  memory.

COMMON CHORD
PROGRESSIONS
EVERY BEGINNER
SHOULD KNOW

Knowing  individual
chords is useless if you
cannot string them into
music.  Here  are  four
classic  progressions
that rely on the chords
i n  a n y  A l l  B a s i c
Guitar Chords Chart.
Learn  these  and  you
can  play  hundreds  of
songs.

I – IV – V (Major1.

Key): The
backbone of rock
and blues. In C: C
– F – G. In G: G –
C – D. Practice
switching
between these
three chords
smoothly.
I – V – vi – IV2.
(Pop
Progression):
Found in songs
like “Let It Be”
and “With or
Without You.” In
C: C – G – Am – F.
In G: G – D – Em
– C.
12-Bar Blues:3.
Uses I, IV, and V
with dominant
7th chords. In A:
A7 – D7 – E7. A
timeless pattern.
I – vi – IV – V4.
(Doo-Wop): In
C: C – Am – F – G.
Very common in
50s and 60s
music.

I f  y o u r  Al l  Bas i c
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Guitar Chords Chart
includes open versions
of F and Bm, you can
p l a y  t h e s e
progressions  in  any
key.  If  not,  consider
u s i n g  a  c a p o  t o
t ranspose  eas ie r
shapes.

TIPS FOR
BEGINNERS
READING CHORD
CHARTS

Even  with  a  perfect
chart,  frustration  can
s e t  i n .  H e r e  a r e
practical  tips  to  avoid
common pitfalls.

Check your
thumb
placement:
Keep your thumb
on the back of
the neck, not
wrapped over it.
This gives your
fingers more
reach and
strength.
Press right

behind the
fret: Placing
your finger too
far from the
metal fret causes
buzzing. Aim for
the spot just
behind the
fretwire.
Use the tips of
your fingers:
Keep your fingers
curved so that
your pads do not
mute adjacent
strings. This is
especially
important for
chords like D and
Am.
Strum from the
correct string:
Many chords
have an “X” over
the low E string.
Resist the urge
to strum all six –
focus on the
specified strings.
Use your thumb
or a pick to skip
unwanted
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strings.
Take breaks:
Your fingertips
will hurt at first.
That is normal.
Short practice
sessions (15-20
minutes) are
better than long,
painful ones.

BEYOND THE
BASICS:
EXPANDING YOUR
CHORD
VOCABULARY

O n c e  y o u  h a v e
internalized  the  open

chords and basic barre
chords,  you  can  start
exploring more. An All
Basic  Guitar  Chords
Char t  i s  j u s t  t h e
beginning.  Consider
adding:

Suspended
chords (sus2,
sus4): Replace
the 3rd of a
major chord with
a 2nd or 4th. For
example, Dsus2
is played by
lifting your index
finger off the
high E


