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INTRODUCTION:
WHY THE WORLD
STILL WANTS
“YOU DON’T MESS
WITH THE ZOHAN
2”

I t  has  been  over  a
decade  and  a  ha l f
since  Adam  Sandler
first  brought  the
hi lar iously  absurd
character  of  Zohan
Dvir to the big screen.
The 2008 comedy You
Don’t  Mess  With  the
Z o h a n  s u r p r i s e d
audiences  with  i ts
over-the-top  blend  of
slapstick,  satire,  and
surprisingly  heartfelt
commentary on Middle

Eastern  tens ions.
Despite  mixed  critical
reviews  at  the  time,
the film has grown into
a beloved cult  classic,
quoted  endlessly  by
fans  and  memeified
across  the  internet.
And for years, whispers
have  circulated:  could
a  seque l  ac tua l l y
happen?  The  idea  of
You Don’t Mess With
the  Zohan  2  h a s
taken  on  a  life  of  its
own,  sparking  online
pet i t i ons ,  Redd i t
theories,  and  endless
specu la t ion .  Th is
article dives deep into
the  l egacy  o f  t he
original, what a sequel
could deliver, and why
this  particular  comedy
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franchise  remains  so
ripe  for  a  comeback.

THE LEGACY OF
THE ORIGINAL
“YOU DON’T MESS
WITH THE ZOHAN”

To  understand  the
hunger for a sequel, we
must  first  revisit  what
made  the  first  film  so
memorable.  Directed
by  Dennis  Dugan  and
co-written  by  Adam
Sandler, Robert Smigel,
a n d  J u d d  A p a t o w
(uncredited), the movie
follows Zohan Dvir, an
Israeli  special  forces
soldier  who  fakes  his
own  death  to  pursue
h i s  t rue  pass i on :
becoming  a  hairstylist
in New York City.  The
film leaned heavily into
ethnic stereotypes, but
did so with a knowing
w i n k  a n d  e n o u g h
affection  to  avoid
outright  offensiveness
– a tightrope walk that
Sandler  has  o f ten

managed  in  his  best
comedies.
T h e  h u m o r  w a s
deliberately  juvenile
(the  “silky  smooth”
ca tchphrase ,  the
absurdly  exaggerated
fighting  scenes,  the
obsession with haircare
products), but beneath
the  sur face  was  a
clever commentary on
the  Israeli-Palestinian
conflict.  The  movie
presented a fantastical
world where an Israeli
and a Palestinian (the
Phantom,  played  by
John  Turturro)  could
b e c o m e  u n l i k e l y
friends  and  business
partners  through  the
universal  language  of
disco and hairdressing.
You Don’t Mess With
the  Zohan  resonated
because it dared to be
silly  about  a  serious
subject,  offering  a
re lease  va lve  fo r
tens ions  th rough
laughter.



You Don T Mess With The Zohan 2 3

3

That  legacy  has  only
strengthened with age.
The  film  is  a  staple  on
streaming platforms in
many countries, and its
q u o t a b l e  l i n e s  –
“Adelle! The noise! The
noise!” – have become
part  of  internet  slang.
The  demand  for  You
Don’t Mess With the
Zohan  2  is  not  just
n o s t a l g i a ;  i t  i s  a
genuine  des i re  to
revisit a world that felt
both  ridiculous  and
hopeful.

WHAT COULD
“YOU DON’T MESS
WITH THE ZOHAN
2” BE ABOUT?

Speculating  on  a  plot
for  the  sequel  is  a
f avo r i t e  pas t ime
a m o n g  f a n s .  T h e
original  ended  with
Zohan happily running
h is  sa lon  w i th  h i s
Palestinian rival turned
friend,  Phantom,  and
his  love interest  Dalia

played by Emmanuelle
Chriqui. But life in New
York is never quiet for
long. Here are some of
the  most  exc i t ing
possibilities  for  You
Don’t Mess With the
Zohan 2:

Returning
Character
s and
New
Faces
First  and  foremost,
Adam  Sandler  would
almost certainly reprise
his  ro le  as  Zohan,
br ing ing  back  the
signature  accent,  the
feathered hair, and the
endless  appetite  for
hummus  and  disco.
R o b  S c h n e i d e r ’ s
c h a r a c t e r ,  t h e
Palestinian  taxi  driver



4

4 You Don T Mess With The Zohan
2

2024-02-16

who becomes Zohan’s
friend,  would  need  to
return  –  perhaps  with
an expanded role. John
Turturro’s  Phantom  is
another  essent ia l
character;  his  journey
from  bitter  rival  to
salon partner was one
of  the  film’s  best  arcs.
Emmanuelle  Chriqui’s
Dalia would logically be
Z o h a n ’ s  w i f e  o r
p a r t n e r ,  a d d i n g
domestic  comedy  to
t h e  m i x .  N e w
charac te r s  cou ld
include a new villain –
perhaps  a  corporate
barbershop  cha in
t h r e a t e n i n g  t h e
i m m i g r a n t - o w n e d
salons of the city, or a
new breed of extremist
who  takes  the  conflict
from the Middle East to
Manhattan’s  Upper
West  Side.

Potential
Storylines
The  seque l  cou ld
explore  what  happens
when the peace Zohan
and  Phantom  built  is
threatened by external
f o r c e s .  P e r h a p s
Zohan’s  old  Mossad
c o m m a n d e r  ( a
returning role from the
original) tries to recruit
him for a new mission,
f o r c i n g  Z o h a n  t o
balance  his  pacifist
hair-care  philosophy
with  his  warrior  past.
Another  intriguing
ang le :  Zohan  and
Phantom open a chain
of salons that become
a  s y m b o l  o f
coexistence, only to be
targeted by  hardliners
from  both  sides.  The
comedy  would  arise
from  Zohan’s  absurd
methods  of  conflict
resolution – using hair
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g e l  a s  a  w e a p o n ,
negotiating  over  disco
beats,  or  challenging
opponents  to  a  “silky
smooth” showdown.
A  more  contemporary
plot  could  involve  a
social  media  influencer
or a tech mogul trying
to  buy  out  the  salon
and turn it into a luxury
brand.  Zohan, now an
older  and  wiser  (but
sti l l  childish)  man,
would have to adapt to
t h e  2 0 2 0 s  w h i l e
clinging to  his  values.
T h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f
modern  elements  like
Instagram, viral trends,
and  cancel  culture
could  provide  r ich
satir ical  material ,
staying  true  to  the
original’s  blend  of
timeless  silliness  and
sharp  observation.

ADAM SANDLER’S
RETURN AND THE
COMEDY

LANDSCAPE

Adam Sandler’s career
h a s  u n d e r g o n e  a
f a s c i n a t i n g
transformation  since
Zohan.  He has earned
critical  acclaim  for
dramatic  roles  in  films
like  Uncut  Gems  and
T h e  M e y e r o w i t z
Stories ,  while  also
continuing  to  make
Netflix  comedies  with
his  Happy  Madison
team.  His  multi-film
deal  with  Netflix  has
given him the creative
freedom  to  produce
exactly  the  kind  of
movies  he  wants  –
including  potential
s e q u e l s .  I n  f a c t ,
Sandler has expressed
nostalgia for several of
his  earlier  comedies,
a n d  h e  h a s  b e e n
k n o w n  t o  r e v i s i t
beloved  characters.
T h e  q u e s t i o n  i s
whether  You  Don’t
M e s s  W i t h  t h e
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Zohan  2  fits  into  his
current  slate.
The comedy landscape
has  also  shifted.  In
2008,  broad  ethnic
h u m o r  w a s  m o r e
accepted, though even
then  it  was  debated.
Today,  writers  would
n e e d  t o  b e  m o r e
careful,  but  Sandler
and  his  collaborators
have  proven  adept  at
balancing  irreverence
with heart. The original
Z o h a n  w a s  n e v e r
mean-sp i r i ted ;  i t
celebrated  mutual
understanding  through
r id icu lousness .  A
sequel  could  double
down on that message
while  updating  the
humor to feel fresh for
modern audiences who
are just as hungry for
escapist comedy.

The
Humor of
Zohan 2:
Balancing
Satire
and
Absurdity
The key to a successful
You Don’t Mess With
the  Zohan  2  lies  in
m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e
original’s  specific  tone
–  a  mix  of  lowbrow
physical  comedy  and
high-concept  satire.
The  film  cannot
become too serious or
pol i t ica l ,  but  a lso
cannot feel dated. New
jokes  could  involve
Zohan learning to use
TikTok to  promote his
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s a l o n ,
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g
woke  haircare  trends,
or  getting into a feud
with  a  parody  of  a
celebrity  hairstylist.
The sequel should also
feature  the  return  of
the  running  gags:  the
constant saying of “my
people!”, the obsessive
love  for  hummus,  the
ridiculous  acrobatic
fighting  that  ends  with
g iv ing  someone  a
haircut.  These are the
elements  fans  adore,
and  they  mus t  be
preserved.
Moreover, a sequel has
the chance to deepen
t h e  c h a r a c t e r
relationships.  Zohan’s
r i v a l r y - t u r n e d -
f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h
Phantom is a goldmine.
I n  t h e  o r i g i n a l ,
Phantom  was  s t i l l
slightly antagonistic by
the end. A sequel could
show  them  as  true
partners, bickering like

an old married couple
but united against any
threat  to  their  salon.
R o b  S c h n e i d e r ’ s
character  could  be
promoted  to  a  more
central  comedic  role,
perhaps as the salon’s
overly  enthusiastic
accountant.  And  of
course, there should be
a  cameo  from  Chris
Rock as the fast-talking
basketball  player  who
wanted “the Zohan,” a
moment  fans  s t i l l
quote.

FAN
EXPECTATIONS
AND CULTURAL
IMPACT

The  internet  has  kept
the  flame  of  You
Don’t Mess With the
Z o h a n  2  a l i v e .
Dedicated  fan  pages,
Y o u T u b e  v i d e o s
a n a l y z i n g  p l o t
poss ib i l i t ies ,  and
Reddit  discussions
regularly  pop  up.  The
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film  has  become  a
touchstone  for  those
w h o  a p p r e c i a t e
Sandler’s  brand  of
comedy  at  its  most
u n l e a s h e d .  T h e
popu la r i t y  o f  t he
phrase  “silky  smooth”
as  a  meme  has  also
kept the original film in
public consciousness. A
sequel  would  not  just
be a vanity project;  it
would be responding to
genuine,  sustained
demand.
Additionally,  the  film’s
c o r e  t h e m e  o f
coexistence  through
mutual respect feels as
relevant  today  as  in
2008. The original was
released  at  a  time  of
relative calm in Israeli-
Palestinian  relations
compared to the early
2000s.  Today,  the
reg ion  f aces  new
challenges,  but  the
fantasy  of  two  people
united  over  a  shared
love of  good hair  and

d i s c o  r e m a i n s  a
powerfu l  comedic
escape. A sequel could
consciously  lean  into
that  idealism,  offering
a  message  of  hope
wrapped  in  slapstick.
That  kind  of  creative
ambition might attract
not  only  Sandler  fans
b u t  a l s o  t h o s e
interested in how satire
can  tackle  real-world
issues  without  being
preachy.

CHALLENGES OF
MAKING A SEQUEL

Of  course,  bringing
You Don’t Mess With
the Zohan 2 to life is
no  simple  task.  The
biggest hurdle is time.
The  original  actors
have  aged  –  Adam
Sandler  is  now  in  his
late  50s,  and  while
Zohan can certainly be
older,  the  physical
comedy might need to
be  adjusted.  The  film’s
d i r e c t o r ,  D e n n i s
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Dugan,  is  also  older,
and  the  original  co-
writer  Robert  Smigel
h a s  o t h e r
c o m m i t m e n t s .
Coordinating schedules
f o r  a  f u l l  H a p p y
Madison reunion would
be complex.
Political  sensitivity  is
another challenge. The
world is more polarized
than  ever,  and  any
comedy  involving  the
Middle  East  runs  the
risk  of  offending
someone.  However,
the  original  film
managed  to  be  loved
by  diverse  audiences
precisely  because  it
made fun of everyone
equally. A sequel would
need  to  stay  true  to
that inclusive mockery,
avoiding any real-world
vitriol.  That  is  a  fine
line,  but  Sandler  and
Smigel  have  shown
they  can  walk  it.
Finally,  there  is  the
question of  whether a

sequel could recapture
the  original’s  magic.
Many  long-awaited
comedy  sequels  have
fallen flat because they
either  repeated  the
same jokes or changed
too much. To succeed,
You Don’t Mess With
the  Zohan  2  would
need  to  honor  the
o r i g i n a l  w h i l e
expanding the world. It
must feel both familiar
and new – a tall order,
but  not  impossible for
a  creative  team  with
t h e  p a s s i o n  a n d
resources.

CONCLUSION: THE
CASE FOR ZOHAN
2

I n  a n  e r a  w h e r e
n o s t a l g i a  r u l e s
Hollywood,  and  Adam
Sandler  is  enjoying  a
career renaissance, the
time may be right  for
You Don’t Mess With
the  Zohan  2 .  Fans
have proven that they
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are not just looking for
a cash-in; they want a
genuine  return  to  a
character  and  world
that made them laugh
while  offering  a  silly,
heartfelt  v is ion  of
peace.  With  the  right
s c r i p t  –  o n e  t h a t
respects  the  original’s
tone,  updates  the
humor  for  modern
sensibilities, and brings
back the beloved cast –
a  Zohan  sequel  could
be  one  of  the  most
anticipated  comedies

of  its  release  year.
Until then, we have the
original  film  to  enjoy,
and  the  hope  that
somewhere,  someone
is sharpening a pair of
scissors and perfecting
a  disco  dance  move,
ready  to  bring  Zohan
back to the big screen.
You Don’t Mess With
the Zohan 2 may still
be a dream, but it is a
dream that  refuses  to
fade  –  and  tha t  i s
someth ing  wo r th
laughing  about.


