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REDISCOVERING A
CLASSIC: A GUIDE
TO SKIPPY THE
BUSH KANGAROO
EPISODES

For  generations  of
viewers  around  the
w o r l d ,  t h e  n a m e
“Skippy”  conjures  up
i m a g e s  o f  t h e
Australian  outback,  a
loyal kangaroo, and the
w a r m - h e a r t e d
adventures  of  a  bush
r a n g e r ’ s  f a m i l y .
Skippy  the  Bush
Kangaroo is not just a
television show; it is a
cultural  landmark.
Originally  airing  from
1968  to  1970,  this

Aust ra l ian  ser ies
c a p t u r e d  t h e
i m a g i n a t i o n s  o f
children  and  adults
alike. Today, fans new
and old  are  searching
for  Skippy the Bush
Kangaroo  episodes
to relive the magic or
discover  it  for  the  first
time. This article dives
into the show’s history,
highlights  memorable
episodes, and explains
w h y  i t  r e m a i n s  a
b e l o v e d  p i e c e  o f
television  history.
Whether  you  are  a
long-t ime  fan  or  a
curious  newcomer,
understanding  the
structure and charm of
Skippy’s adventures is
key. The series ran for
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91  episodes  across
three  seasons,  each
p a c k e d  w i t h
heartwarming tales set
in  Waratah  National
Park—a  fictional
reserve  near  Sydney.
The  show  combined
family-friendly  drama,
humour,  and  a  deep
respect  for  wildlife,
making it a pioneer in
c h i l d r e n ’ s
programming.

THE MAGIC
BEHIND THE
SERIES:
CHARACTERS AND
SETTING

Be fo re  exp lo r i ng
individual  Skippy the
B u s h  K a n g a r o o
e p i s o d e s ,  i t  i s
essential to appreciate
t h e  s h o w ’ s  c o r e
elements.  The  series
revolved  around  the
Ranger  family:  Matt
Hammond  (played  by
Ed  Devereaux) ,  a
widower  and  chief

ranger  of  Waratah
National  Park;  his  two
sons, Mark (Ken James)
and  Sonny  (Gar ry
Pankhurst);  and  their
constant  companion,
Skippy  the  kangaroo.
Skippy was no ordinary
marsupial—she  was
highly intelligent, could
respond  to  whistled
commands,  and  often
helped solve problems
and rescue people.
Filmed  on  location  in
the  bushland  around
Sydney ,  the  show
offered  viewers  a
g e n u i n e  t a s t e  o f
Australian  flora  and
fauna.  The  natural
setting was not just a
backdrop but an active
character in the story.
M a n y  e p i s o d e s
featured  encounters
with  other  wildlife,
s u c h  a s  k o a l a s ,
wombats,  and snakes,
e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
conservation.  This
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e n v i r o n m e n t a l
message is one reason
why Skippy the Bush
Kangaroo  episodes
remain  relevant  today.

The
Human
Cast and
Their
Roles
Ed Devereaux as Matt
Hammond  brought  a
calm  authority  and
fatherly  warmth  that
grounded  the  series.
Ken James as Mark, the
older  brother,  often
f o u n d  h i m s e l f  i n
exc i t i ng  ou tdoo r
adventures.  Garry
Pankhurst  as  young
Sonny  provided  the
emotional  connection
for  younger  viewers.
The  dynamic  between

the brothers and their
father,  always  with
Skippy nearby, created
a  fami l y - f r i end ly
env i ronment  that
appealed  to  all  ages.
The  supporting  cast
included  occasional
villains,  lost  tourists,
and  scientists,  all  of
whom added variety to
the weekly plots.

NOTABLE
EPISODES AND
STORYLINES

With nearly a hundred
episodes, it is no small
task  to  pick  the most
memorable.  However,
certain  Skippy  the
B u s h  K a n g a r o o
episodes stand out for
their  storytel l ing,
emotional  depth,  or
historical  significance.
Below  we  highlight  a
few iconic  instalments
that  showcase  the
series  at  its  best.
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Season 1
Highlight
s
The  first  season
established the show’s
formula.  Episode  1,
“ T h e  D o u b l e ” ,
introduced  viewers  to
Skippy’s  extraordinary
abilities.  A  remote-
con t ro l  ca r  and  a
kangaroo double—both
c l e v e r l y  u s e d  i n
production—set  the
tone  for  the  series.
A n o t h e r  e a r l y
f a v o u r i t e ,  “ T h e
Poacher” ,  saw  the
Rangers  team  up  to
stop  illegal  hunters.
This episode reinforced
the  conserva t ion
message  that  would
recur  throughout  the
show.

“The Double” –
Introduction of

Skippy’s
intelligence and
the use of a
mechanical
kangaroo for
stunts.
“The Poacher”
– Focus on anti-
poaching themes
and teamwork.
“The
Bushranger” –
A historical twist
involving a
legendary
outlaw.

These  early  episodes
were  filmed  with  a
sense  of  wonder,  and
the chemistry between
cast  and  kangaroo
(played  by  multiple
t r a i n e d  a n i m a l s ,
including  the  famous
“Skippy”  played  by  a
female  Eastern  Grey
K a n g a r o o  n a m e d
“Skippy” actually was a
male?  Actually  the
main  Skippy  was  a
female  but  the  actors
referred to it as “she”
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in the show. A common
trivia:  the  kangaroo
was  indeed  a  female
named Skippy, but also
used  a  male  stand-in
for  some  stunts.  This
variety added realism.)

Season 2
and 3:
Expandin
g the
World
A s  t h e  s e r i e s
progressed,  storylines
b e c a m e  m o r e
adventurous. In season
two, episode “The Fire”
tackled  the  danger  of
bushfires—a  very  real
threat in Australia. The
rangers  and  Skippy
worked  together  to
save  trapped  animals.
This  episode  is  often
praised for its dramatic

tension  and  authentic
portrayal  of  firefighting
techniques.
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
beloved  Skippy  the
B u s h  K a n g a r o o
episodes  from  the
later  seasons  is  “The
Stranger”, where a city
boy comes to stay with
the  Hammonds  and
learns about bush life.
T h i s  e p i s o d e  i s  a
classic example of the
s h o w ’ s  g e n t l e
educational  approach,
t e a c h i n g  m u t u a l
respect and resilience.
Another fan favourite is
“The  Missing  Koala”,
which  highlights  the
bond between different
s p e c i e s  a n d  t h e
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
protecting  wildl ife
habitats.

SPECIAL GUEST
STARS AND
CROSSOVER
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POTENTIAL

Throughout  the  three
seasons,  many  guest
ac to rs  appeared ,
including early roles for
future Australian stars.
The  show  also  had  a
crossover spirit: a spin-
off  film,  “The
Adventures  of  Skippy”
(1969), was released in
cinemas, and a later TV
s e r i e s  “ T h e  N e w
Adventures  of  Skippy”
( 1 9 9 2 )  t r i e d  t o
recapture  the  magic.
However, purists argue
that  the  original  91
Skippy  the  Bush
Kangaroo  episodes
are  the  definitive
version.

THEMES AND
EDUCATIONAL
VALUE

Why  do  Skippy  the
B u s h  K a n g a r o o
episodes  continue  to
resonate?  The  answer
lies  in  the  timeless

themes  they  explore.
Each  episode  typically
revolves  around  a
mora l  l e sson  o r  a
problem  that  requires
empathy  and  clever
thinking. Topics include
honesty,  courage,
respect for nature, and
the  importance  of
family.  The  show also
introduced  many  non-
Australian audiences to
the  unique  landscape
a n d  w i l d l i f e  o f
Australia,  sparking
c u r i o s i t y  a n d
wanderlust.
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
education  is  woven
into nearly every plot.
For  instance,  in  “The
Lost Child”, the search
fo r  a  m iss ing  boy
teaches  survival  skills
and awareness. In “The
Bird in the Hand”, the
characters learn about
car ing  for  in jured
w i l d l i f e .  T h e s e
episodes  were  far
ahead of their time in
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p r o m o t i n g
conservation, and they
remain relevant as we
face  climate  change
and  biodiversity  loss
today.

Portrayal
of
Indigenou
s
Australia
n Culture
While  the  series  is  a
product  of  i ts  era,
s o m e  e p i s o d e s
attempted  to  include
Aboriginal  culture  and
bushcraft  knowledge.
For  example,  “The
Bush  Tucker”  episode
features  an  Aboriginal
elder teaching the boys
about  native  plants.

T h o u g h  m o d e r n
viewers may find some
portrayals  simplistic,
the show’s intention to
respect  and  highlight
traditional  knowledge
was progressive for the
late 1960s.

PRODUCTION
CHALLENGES AND
LEGACY

Filming a series with a
live kangaroo as a lead
character was no small
feat. The creators, John
McCallum  and  Ross
D i m s e y ,  h i r e d  a
professional  animal
t r a i n e r ,  a n d  t h e
kangaroos  used  were
extremely well-trained.
However,  the  main
kangaroo,  often called
Skippy, had a mind of
her  own.  Stories  from
the  set  suggest  that
the  an ima l  wou ld
somet imes  ignore
c u e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o
s p o n t a n e o u s — a n d
o f t e n
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hi lar ious—moments
that  were  kept  in  the
final  cut.  This
a u t h e n t i c i t y
contr ibutes  to  the
charm of  Skippy the
B u s h  K a n g a r o o
episodes .
T h e  s h o w  w a s  a
massive  success,  not
only  in  Australia  but
also  in  the  UK,  the
United  States,  and
many  other  countries.
It  won  several  Logie
Awards (the Australian
equ iva lent  o f  the
Emmys)  and  became
the  first  Australian  TV
s e r i e s  t o  b e
successfully syndicated
wor ldwide .  In  the
decades  since,  the
s e r i e s  h a s  b e e n
released  on  DVD  and
dig i ta l  p lat forms,
a l l o w i n g  n e w
generations to discover
it.

The
Enduring
Popularit
y of
Skippy
Today, Skippy remains
an  icon.  The  phrase
“Sk ippy  the  Bush
Kangaroo”  is  instantly
recognised. The show’s
theme music,  with  its
distinctive  didgeridoo
sound, is beloved. Fans
g a t h e r  o n l i n e  t o
d iscuss  favour i te
Skippy  the  Bush
Kangaroo  episodes,
and the series is often
referenced  in  popular
culture.  For  example,
the  kangaroo  appears
in  episodes  of  The
S i m p s o n s  a n d  i n
Australian  comedy
sketches.  This  cultural
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p e n e t r a t i o n  i s  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
show’s genuine appeal.

HOW TO WATCH
SKIPPY THE BUSH
KANGAROO
EPISODES TODAY

I f  you  are  eager  to
revisit  or  discover
these classic episodes,
several  options  exist.
Streaming services like
Amazon  Prime  Video
and  Br i tBox  o f ten
feature  the  ser ies
(availability  varies  by
region).  DVD box sets
are still available from
retailers. For collectors,
2 0 1 9  s a w  a  h i g h -
definition restoration of
the  original  episodes,
which improved picture
and  sound  qual i ty
significantly.  The
restored versions have
b e e n  p r a i s e d  f o r
bringing new life to the
s h o w ’ s  b e a u t i f u l
o u t d o o r
cinematography.

When  searching  for
Skippy  the  Bush
Kangaroo  episodes,
be aware that episode
numbering  can  differ
between releases. The
original  Australian
broadcast  order  is
preferred  by  purists,
but  many  streaming
platforms  list  them in
product ion  order .
R e g a r d l e s s ,  t h e
viewing  experience
remains  delightful.

CONCLUSION

From  the  first  whistle
to  the  final  hop,
Skippy  the  Bush
Kangaroo  episodes
offer  a  window  into  a
s i m p l e r  t i m e  o f
television—one  where
family  values,  respect
for  nature,  and  light-
hearted adventure took
centre  s tage.  The
show’s unique blend of
Austral ian  charm,
g e n u i n e  a n i m a l
performances,  and
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thoughtful  storytelling
set it apart from other
children’s programmes
of its era and beyond.
More than five decades
after its debut, Skippy
continues  to  inspire
nostalgia  and  joy.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
watching  for  the  first

time or the fiftieth, the
adventures  of  Matt,
Mark, Sonny, and their
remarkable  kangaroo
f r i e n d  r e m a i n  a s
heartwarming as ever.
So grab your hat, step
into  the  outback,  and
enjoy  the  t imeless
magic  of  Skippy.


