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UNDERSTANDING
THE ROLE OF THE
STATE OF NEVADA
PRIVATE
INVESTIGATORS
LICENSING BOARD

T h e  p r i v a t e
investigation  industry
plays a critical  role in
uncovering  the  truth,
protecting  assets,  and
ensuring justice across
c o u n t l e s s  l e g a l ,
c o r p o r a t e ,  a n d
personal  matters.  In
Nevada, a state known
for its bustling tourism,
dynamic  bus iness
envi ronment ,  and

u n i q u e  l e g a l
l a n d s c a p e ,  t h e
regulation  of  private
investigators  is  taken
seriously. At the heart
of  this  oversight  lies
the  Stateofnevada
Privateinvestigatorsl
i cens ingboard— a
r e g u l a t o r y  b o d y
d e d i c a t e d  t o
m a i n t a i n i n g
professionalism, ethical
conduct,  and  legal
compliance  among
l i c e n s e d  p r i v a t e
investigators operating
w i t h i n  t h e  s t a t e .
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned  investigator
looking to  renew your
c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a
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newcomer  exploring
career  options,  or  a
b u s i n e s s  o w n e r
s e e k i n g  t o  h i r e  a
qualified  PI,
understanding  the
board 's  funct ion ,
requirements,  and
processes is essential.
This  comprehensive
guide  will  walk  you
through everything you
need  to  know  about
the  Stateofnevada
Privateinvestigatorsl
i c e n s i n g b o a r d ,
including  its  history,
licensing  procedures,
regulatory  framework,
and  the  benefits  of
working with a licensed
investigator in Nevada.
By  the  end,  you  will
have a clear picture of
why this  board exists,
how  it  protects  the
public, and what steps
you  need  to  take  to
become  a  l icensed
private  investigator  in
the Silver State.

What Is
the State
of
Nevada
Private
Investigat
ors
Licensing
Board?
The  Stateofnevada
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard  is  a
state-affiliated
regulatory  agency
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r
o v e r s e e i n g  t h e
licensing  and  conduct
of private investigators
in Nevada. Established
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under Nevada Revised
Statutes (NRS) Chapter
6 4 8 ,  t h e  b o a r d ' s
primary  mission  is  to
protect  the  public  by
ensu r i ng  t ha t  a l l
pract ic ing  pr ivate
investigators  meet
stringent  standards  of
competence,  integrity,
and  professionalism.
The  board  operates
with  the  authority  to
issue, renew, suspend,
or  revoke licenses,  as
well  as  to  investigate
complaints  against
l icensees  who  may
have  violated  state
laws  or  regulations.
The board is composed
of members appointed
b y  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,
including  l icensed
private  investigators,
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t
representatives,  and
public  members.  This
diverse  composition
ensures that  decisions
are balanced, fair, and
reflective  of  both

industry expertise and
public  interest.  The
board  meets  regularly
to review applications,
discuss policy updates,
a n d  a d d r e s s
disciplinary  matters,
making  it  a  proactive
force  in  Nevada 's
i n v e s t i g a t i v e
landscape.

Why
Nevada
Has Its
Own
Private
Investigat
or
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Licensing
Board
N e v a d a ' s  u n i q u e
economic  and  social
environment—characte
rized  by  a  thriving
hospitality  industry,
extens ive  gaming
operations, and a high
volume  of  civil  and
c r i m i n a l
litigation—creates  a
h i g h  d e m a n d  f o r
p r o f e s s i o n a l
investigative  services.
W i t h o u t  p r o p e r
r e g u l a t i o n ,  t h e
potential  for  unethical
conduct,  f raud,  or
incompetence  would
pose significant risks to
i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
businesses  alike.  The
S t a t e o f n e v a d a
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard  was
established to mitigate
these risks by creating
a  s t a n d a r d i z e d

framework for licensing
and conduct.
Unlike some states that
have  minimal  or  no
licensing  requirements
f o r  p r i v a t e
investigators,  Nevada
takes  a  firm  stance.
The board ensures that
e v e r y  l i c e n s e d
i n v e s t i g a t o r  h a s
d e m o n s t r a t e d
sufficient  knowledge,
experience, and ethical
grounding  to  handle
s e n s i t i v e  c a s e s
involving  surveillance,
background  checks,
asset  searches,  fraud
investigations,  and
more.  This  regulatory
rigor  helps  maintain
publ ic  t rust  in  the
profession and ensures
that  only  qualified
individuals can operate
legally within the state.

KEY LICENSING
REQUIREMENTS
FOR PRIVATE
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INVESTIGATORS IN
NEVADA

Obtaining  a  license
t h r o u g h  t h e
S t a t e o f n e v a d a
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard  is  not
a  simple  process.  It
requ i res  meet ing
s e v e r a l  c r i t e r i a
designed  to  verify  an
a p p l i c a n t ' s
qualifications,
backg round ,  and
readiness  to  practice.
Below  are  the  core
requirements  that
every  aspiring  private
invest igator  must
satisfy.

Age and
Citizenshi
p

Requirem
ents
Applicants  must  be at
least 18 years old and
either  a United States
c i t i zen  o r  a  l ega l
permanent  resident
authorized  to  work  in
the country. The board
a l s o  r e q u i r e s
a p p l i c a n t s  t o  b e
residents of Nevada or,
i n  some  cases ,  to
establish  a  physical
business  presence
within the state if they
are  non-res idents
seeking  to  operate  a
Nevada-based agency.

Experienc
e and
Education
The  board  typically
requires a minimum of
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two  yea r s  ( 4 ,000
hours)  of  verifiable
e x p e r i e n c e  i n
investigative  work
within  the  preceding
five  years.  This
experience  can  come
from employment with
a  l icensed  pr ivate
investigation  agency,
law  enforcement ,
military intelligence, or
a  related  field.  For
applicants  who  lack
sufficient  experience,
the board may accept
a  c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
e d u c a t i o n  a n d
experience,  such as  a
degree  in  cr iminal
justice  or  a  related
discipline.  However,
education  alone  does
not  subst i tute  for
hands-on  investigative
w o r k — i t  m u s t  b e
supp lemented  by
practical  training.

Criminal
Backgrou
nd Check
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
important steps in the
licensing  process  is  a
thorough  cr iminal
background check. The
S t a t e o f n e v a d a
Privateinvestigatorsl
i c e n s i n g b o a r d
requires  applicants  to
submit  fingerprints  for
a  state  and  federal
criminal history review.
Convictions for  certain
f e l o n i e s ,  c r i m e s
i n v o l v i n g  m o r a l
turpitude,  or  offenses
r e l a t e d  t o  f r a u d ,
dishonesty, or violence
may  d isqual i fy  an
applicant.  However,
the board reviews each
case  indiv idual ly ,
considering  factors
such as the nature of
the  offense,  time
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elapsed,  and evidence
of rehabilitation.

Examinati
on
Requirem
ent
Applicants must pass a
written  examination
administered  by  the
b o a r d .  T h e  e x a m
covers  Nevada  laws
a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s
relevant  to  private
investigation,  ethical
s t a n d a r d s ,
i n v e s t i g a t i v e
techniques,  and  legal
p rocedures .  Th i s
ensures  that  every
licensed  investigator
possesses  a  baseline
knowledge of the rules
g o v e r n i n g  t h e i r
p r a c t i c e .  S t u d y
materials  and  sample
questions  are  often

available  through  the
board's  official  website
or  approved  training
providers.

Bonding
and
Insurance
To protect  clients  and
the  public,  the  board
requi res  l i censed
private investigators to
obtain a surety bond in
the  amount  specified
by  statute  (currently
$10,000  for  individual
licensees  and  higher
f o r  a g e n c i e s ) .
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
investigators  must
carry  professional
liability insurance, also
known  as  errors  and
omissions insurance, to
cover  potential  claims
arising from their work.
These  financial
safeguards  provide
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recourse  for  clients
who  suffer  damages
due to an investigator's
n e g l i g e n c e  o r
misconduct.

Applicatio
n Fees
The  licensing  process
i n v o l v e s  n o n -
refundable  application
fees, examination fees,
and  license  issuance
fees .  Whi le  exact
amounts  may  change
over  time,  applicants
should  budget  for
several hundred dollars
in  total  costs.  The
board uses these fees
to fund its operations,
i n c l u d i n g
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,
enforcement ,  and
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
services.

THE APPLICATION

PROCESS: STEP BY
STEP

N a v i g a t i n g  t h e
application process for
the  Stateofnevada
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard can be
c o m p l e x ,  b u t
understanding  the
steps  ahead  of  time
makes  the  journey
smoother.  Below  is  a
typical  sequence  of
events.

Determine1.
Eligibility:
Review the
board's
requirements to
confirm that you
meet the
minimum age,
residency,
experience, and
background
criteria.
Gather2.
Documentation
: Collect proof of
experience (e.g.,
letters from
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employers,
employment
verification
forms),
educational
transcripts, and
identification
documents.
Complete the3.
Application: Fill
out the official
application form
provided by the
board. Be
thorough and
honest—any
discrepancies or
omissions can
lead to delays or
denial.
Submit4.
Fingerprints:
Arrange for
fingerprinting
through an
authorized
vendor and
submit the
results to the
board for
background
screening.

Pay Fees:5.
Submit the
required
application and
examination
fees. Keep
receipts for your
records.
Schedule and6.
Pass the Exam:
Once your
application is
approved,
schedule your
written
examination.
Prepare
thoroughly using
board-approved
study materials.
Obtain Bond7.
and Insurance:
Secure a surety
bond and
professional
liability insurance
from licensed
providers.
Provide proof to
the board.
Receive Your8.
License: After
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passing the
exam and
submitting all
required
documents, the
board will issue
your license. You
may receive a
pocket card and
a certificate.
Maintain9.
Compliance:
Once licensed,
you must adhere
to all continuing
education
requirements
and renew your
license
periodically
(typically every
two years).

CONTINUING
EDUCATION AND
LICENSE RENEWAL

Holding a license from
the  Stateofnevada
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard  is  not
a  o n e - t i m e
a c h i e v e m e n t — i t

requ i res  ongo ing
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
p r o f e s s i o n a l
development. Licensed
investigators  must
complete  a  specified
number  of  continuing
education  (CE)  hours
during  each  renewal
period.  CE  courses
cover  topics  such  as
updates to Nevada law,
emerging investigative
technologies,  ethics,
a n d  s p e c i a l i z e d
i n v e s t i g a t i v e
techniques.  The board
approves CE providers
a n d  c o u r s e s ,  s o
licensees should verify
that  their  training
meets  the  board's
standards.
Renewal  typical ly
occu r s  eve ry  two
years,  and  licensees
must submit a renewal
application,  pay  the
r e n e w a l  f e e ,  a n d
provide  proof  of  CE
completion  before  the
expiration date. Failure
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to renew on time can
result  in  late  fees,
suspension,  or  even
revocat ion  o f  the
license. The board also
conducts  random
a u d i t s  t o  v e r i f y
c o m p l i a n c e ,  s o
maintaining  accurate
records  is  crucial.

REGULATIONS AND
DISCIPLINARY
ACTIONS

The  Stateofnevada
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard  has
the  authority  to  take
disciplinary  action
against  licensees  who
violate  state  laws  or
board  regulations.
Common  violations
include  practic ing
without a valid license,
m i s r e p r e s e n t i n g
qualifications,
engaging  in  i l legal
surveillance,  disclosing
confidential
information  without
author i za t ion ,  o r

committ ing  fraud.
Depending  on  the
severity of the offense,
the board may impose
penalties such as:

Written warnings
or reprimands
Fines (up to
$10,000 per
violation)
Suspension of
the license for a
fixed period
Revocation of the
license
Probation with
specific
conditions

I n d i v i d u a l s  o r
businesses who wish to
file a complaint against
a licensed investigator
can do so through the
board's official process.
The board investigates
a l l  c o m p l a i n t s
t h o r o u g h l y  a n d
ensures  due  process
f o r  b o t h  t h e
complainant  and  the
l i c e n s e e .  T h i s
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a c c o u n t a b i l i t y
mechanism is vital  for
maintaining  public
confidence  in  the
profession.

BENEFITS OF
HIRING A BOARD-
LICENSED PRIVATE
INVESTIGATOR IN
NEVADA

For  clients  seeking
investigative  services,
w o r k i n g  w i t h  a
professional  licensed
by the Stateofnevada
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard  offers
s e v e r a l  d i s t i n c t
advantages:

Legal
Compliance:
Licensed
investigators
operate within
the boundaries of
Nevada law,
ensuring that
evidence
gathered is
admissible in

court and that
methods used
are lawful.
Professional
Standards:
Board-licensed
investigators
adhere to a code
of ethics and are
subject to
disciplinary
action if they
violate it. This
provides a layer
of accountability
that unlicensed
operators cannot
offer.
Competence
and Training:
The licensing
process verifies
that investigators
have the
necessary
experience,
knowledge, and
skills to handle
complex cases.
Continuing
education
requirements
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keep them
updated on best
practices.
Insurance and
Bonding: Clients
are protected by
the investigator's
bond and
insurance, which
provide financial
recourse in case
of negligence or
misconduct.
Confidentiality:
Licensed
investigators are
bound by strict
confidentiality
rules, protecting
sensitive
information from
unauthorized
disclosure.

Whether  you  need  a
background  check,
surveillance  services,
fraud  investigation,  or
assistance  with  legal
mat te r s ,  h i r i ng  a
b o a r d - l i c e n s e d
investigator  gives  you
peace of mind and the

highest likelihood of a
successful outcome.

HOW TO VERIFY A
LICENSE WITH THE
BOARD

If  you are  considering
h i r i n g  a  p r i v a t e
investigator in Nevada,
you  can  easily  verify
their  license  status
t h r o u g h  t h e
S t a t e o f n e v a d a
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard.  The
b o a r d  t y p i c a l l y
maintains  an  online
license  lookup  tool
where you can search
by  name  or  l icense
number.  This  allows
you to confirm that the
i n v e s t i g a t o r  i s
currently  licensed,  in
good  standing,  and
free of any disciplinary
actions.  Taking  this
simple  step  can  help
you  avoid  unlicensed
operators  and  ensure
that  you  are  working
with  a  qualified
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professional.

CONCLUSION

The  Stateofnevada
Privateinvestigatorsl
icensingboard  serves
as a  vital  guardian of
professionalism, ethics,
and  legal  compliance
within Nevada's private
investigation  industry.
B y  e s t a b l i s h i n g
rigorous  l icensing
standards,  conducting
thorough  background
checks,  and  enforcing
ongoing education and
conduct  requirements,
the board protects the
public  while  elevating
the  reputation  of  the
profession. For aspiring
i n v e s t i g a t o r s ,
navigating the board's

requirements demands
d e d i c a t i o n  a n d
preparation,  but  the
result  is  a  credential
that carries weight and
respect.  For  clients,
working with  a  board-
licensed  investigator
offers  assurance  that
their case is in capable
and trustworthy hands.
As Nevada continues to
grow  and  evolve,  the
b o a r d ' s  r o l e  i n
o v e r s e e i n g  t h e
i n v e s t i g a t i v e
profession  will  remain
indispensable—ensurin
g that  truth,  integrity,
and  accountabil ity
remain at the forefront
of  every  investigation
conducted in the Silver
State.


