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INTRODUCTION: FROM DREAMER
TO MIC-HOLDER

The image is iconic: the solitary figure,
illuminated by a single spotlight,
commanding a stage with nothing but
words and rhythm. For many, the desire
to be that figure is a powerful, almost
primal urge. The dream of becoming a
rapper is about more than just fame or
money; it is about the need to express,
to be heard, and to translate the noise of

life into a structured, powerful flow. But
the gap between writing rhymes in a
notebook and controlling a crowd is vast.
It is a path paved with technical skill,
creative endurance, and business
acumen. This guide is not a set of magic
tricks. It is a roadmap, designed to show
you the real, gritty, and rewarding
process of how to become a rapper. It
demands more than just a love for
music; it requires a relentless
commitment to craft. If you are ready to
stop dreaming and start doing, let’s
break down every wall that stands
between you and the microphone.


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

PART 1: THE FOUNDATION -
UNDERSTANDING THE CORE
ELEMENTS

Before you ever step into a studio, you
must understand that rapping is a
complex discipline. It is the marriage of
poetry, performance, and rhythm. Many
aspiring artists fail because they rush to
record before they master the
fundamentals. The journey of how to
become a rapper starts not with a
beat, but with a blank page and a deep
understanding of the pillars of the craft.

1. Rhythm and

Flow: Your
Internal
Metronome

Rapping is essentially speaking in time.
If you cannot lock into a beat, your
message is lost. Start by listening to the
instrumentals of your favorite songs.
Forget the vocals for a moment. Count
the beats. Feel the hi-hat, the kick drum,
the snare. Your voice is an instrument,
and it must sync with the others.

e Practice with a Metronome: It
feels mechanical at first, but it
trains your internal clock. Try
rapping simple nursery rhymes to

2 How To Become A Rapper

2026-05-10



How To Become A Rapper 3

a slow 80 BPM (beats per minute)
beat. Then speed it up.

Study Different Flows: Pick a
rapper known for a unique rhythm,
like André 3000 or E-40. Try to
copy their patterns exactly. This
isn't about stealing their style; it is
about training your ear and mouth
to handle complex syncopation.
Write to a Beat: Never write
acapella (without music) when you
are starting. Find a free type beat
on YouTube, put your headphones
on, and write your lyrics to that
specific tempo and mood. The
syllables in your lines must fit the
pocket of the beat.

2. Lyricism:
Crafting Your
Voice

Words are your weapons. In the modern
landscape, authenticity often beats
technical complexity, but a strong
vocabulary and clever wordplay can set
you apart. The goal is to say something
real in a way that sounds fresh.

1. Write Every Day: Even if it is
terrible. Write about what you saw
on the bus, a fight you had, or a
dream you had. The muscle of
writing must be exercised daily.
Quantity leads to quality.



2. Find Your Cadence: Cadence is writing a verse that sets a scene,
the rise and fall of your voice. It is describes a conflict, and resolves
the musicality of your speech. it.

Record yourself speaking normally.
Notice where your voice goes up in PART 2: THE TECHNICAL GEAR -

pitch or drops down. Use that BUILDING YOUR STUDIO FROM
natural rhythm to inform your SCRATCH
rapping cadence.

3. Use Literary Devices: Great
rappers use internal rhymes,
metaphors, similes, and
alliteration. Don't just rhyme the
last word of the line. Rhyme within
the line. Example: "I'm waking,
shaking off the faking that I'm
making."

4. Tell a Story: Some of the best rap
songs are three-minute short
stories. They have a beginning, a
middle, and an end. Practice

You do not need a million-dollar studio to
start. Many successful careers began on
a laptop in a bedroom. The key is to
understand that your environment
matters less than your performance.
Mastering how to become a rapper in
the digital age means knowing what
gear you actually need and how to use
it.
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1. The
Microphone: Your
Weapon of

Choice

You cannot record quality vocals on a
gaming headset. It will sound thin and
amateur. Start with a standard dynamic
microphone like the Shure SM58 or an
Audio-Technica AT2020. They are
affordable, durable, and industry
standards.

* Pop Filter: This is a screen that
stops your "P" and "B" sounds
from popping the mic. It costs $10

and is non-negotiable.

Audio Interface: You cannot plug
an XLR microphone directly into
your computer. You need an
interface like the Focusrite Scarlett
Solo. It converts the analog sound
into digital data your computer can
understand.

Recording Software (DAW): A
Digital Audio Workstation is your
canvas. Start with free options like
Audacity (very simple) or
GarageBand (Mac users). As you
grow, upgrade to paid software
like FL Studio, Ableton Live, or
Logic Pro.



' your closet with clothes. Record
2 . ReC O I'd | n g inside that closet. The less reverb

(echo) on your raw recording, the

Technique: Detrer.

2. Mic Positioning: Place the pop

" filter bet th and th
Getting the Bestyi e s adance o bt .6

inches. Do not move around. Stand
Ta ke up to record for better breath
control.
Buying a good mic is useless if you 3. Take Breaks: Your voice gets
record in a noisy room. You need to treat tired. If you mess up a line, don't
your recording space. start over. Pause for 3 seconds,

then re-record that line. You can
edit out the bad part later. This
preserves your vocal energy.

1. Soundproofing vs. Sound
Treatment: You don't need to
soundproof (stop sound from

Ieaving the room). You need sound PART 3: THE CREATIVE PROCESS

treatment (stop sound from - WRITING. RE-WRITING. AND
bouncing off the walls). Hang ! ’

heavy blankets, duvets, or pack
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RECORDING

This is where the magic happens. The
process from idea to finished track is a
cycle of creation and destruction. You
will write lines you love, only to delete
them because they don't fit. This is
normal. The art of how to become a
rapper is the art of decision making.

1. Structuring a
Song

Most rap songs follow a specific pattern.
Understanding this structure allows you
to write songs that feel familiar to the
listener, even if the content is unique.

¢ Intro (4-8 bars): Catch the

listener's ear. A quote, a sound
effect, or a stripped-down beat.

e Verse (16 bars): The meat of the

song. This is where you tell your
story or drop your hardest
punchlines.

Hook/Chorus (8 bars): The most
important part. It needs to be
catchy, repetitive, and memorable.
It is the part people sing in the car.

e Verse 2: Build on the first verse.

Increase the energy or change the
perspective.

Bridge (4-8 bars): A change of
pace before the final hook. It often
has a different melody or chord
progression.

Outro (4-8 bars): Fade out, a
spoken word part, or a final punch.



2. The Art of the
Punchline and
Delivery

Punchlines are jokes or shocking
statements that land with force. But
delivery is just as important. You can
have the best line in the world, but if you
mumble it, it dies.

¢ Practice Enunciation: Rap
tongue twisters. "Peter Piper
picked a peck of pickled peppers."
Say it clearly, then say it fast. Your
mouth needs to be an athlete.

e Emotion is Everything: If you
sound bored, the listener is bored.

If you are angry, sound angry. If
you are sad, let your voice crack.
Listeners connect to emotion, not
perfection.

e The "Punch In" Technique: In
the studio, you don't have to
record the whole verse in one go.
Record one bar, pause, record the
next bar. This ensures each line
has full energy and clarity. Most
professional rappers use this
technique.

PART 4: BUILDING YOUR BRAND
AND IMAGE

In the modern music industry, being a
good rapper is only 50% of the equation.
The other 50% is marketing. You are a
product, and you must package that
product effectively. Learning how to
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become a rapper means learning how
to sell yourself without selling out.

1. Creating a
Visual ldentity

Your sound is audio, but your brand is
visual. People will see you before they
hear you.

* Professional Photos: You do not
need a high-end photographer.
Get a friend, find good natural
lighting (golden hour, right before
sunset), and take a hundred
photos. Pick the best one. This is
your profile picture for years.

e Logo: If you have a stage name,
create a simple logo. Use free

tools like Canva. Your logo should
be on your album art, your social
media banners, and your
merchandise.

e Consistent Aesthetic: If your
music is dark and moody, your
photos should be dark and moody.
If your music is playful and bright,
your images should match.
Consistency builds recognition.

2. Social Media
Strateqgy

You do not need to be on every platform.
You need to be on the right platform for
your audience. For 90% of new rappers,
Instagram and TikTok are the most



powerful tools.

1. Instagram: Post behind-the-

scenes content. A 15-second video
of you writing a line. A picture of
your microphone. A story asking
fans to vote on your next single
cover. Do not just spam "Listen to
my new track." Build a
relationship.

2. TikTok: This is the holy grail for

discovery. Post short clips of your
verses. Post "before and after"
mixing videos. Post a video of you
failing a take and laughing about
it. Authenticity wins on TikTok.

. Engage, Don't Just Post:

Comment on other small artists'
posts. Reply to every comment on
your posts. The algorithm rewards

10

engagement. Be a part of the
community, not just a broadcaster.

PART 5: THE INDUSTRY
GAME - RELEASING MUSIC
AND NETWORKING

Your song is mixed, mastered, and
ready. Now what? You cannot just
upload it to Spotify and expect
millions of plays. The release
strategy is a project in itself. The
final step of how to become a
rapper is learning how to
distribute your art and build real-
world connections.
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1. Distribution:
Getting on
Spotify and

Apple Music

You cannot upload directly to
Spotify as an individual. You need
a distributor. These companies
take your audio and metadata and

send it to all streaming platforms. 2

e Best Options for
Beginners: DistroKid (fast
and cheap), TuneCore
(good for global reach), or
Amuse (has a free tier).

11

e Metadata is Critical: Make

sure your song title, artist
name, genre, and release
date are 100% correct. One
typo and you disappear from
search results.

Submit to Playlists: Before
you release, look for
independent Spotify
playlists. Use tools like
Submithub or Groover.
Getting on one small playlist
can give you your first 1,000
streams.

Networking:
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No one makes it alone. You need
The Real producers, engineers, and other
rappers to grow. The music

Currency industry is
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