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INTRODUCTION: THE MAN BEHIND THE MESSAGE

Few Christian leaders have sparked as much curiosity, controversy, and transformation as the late
David Yonggi Cho, the founder of the Yoido Full Gospel Church in Seoul, South Korea. Before his
passing in 2021, Cho built what became the largest congregation in the world, with a membership
that peaked at over 800,000 people. Yet for all his numerical success, the most enduring aspect of
Cho's legacy may be a single concept he championed: the Fourth Dimension. This idea, which he
developed over decades of ministry, sought to bridge the gap between the seen world and the
unseen realm of  faith.  It  is  a  teaching that  continues  to  influence millions  of  believers  around the
globe,  particularly  within  Pentecostal  and  charismatic  circles.  But  what  exactly  is  the  Fourth
Dimension according to David Yonggi Cho? How did he arrive at this concept, and what does it mean
for everyday Christian living? In this article, we will explore the origins, biblical foundations, practical
applications, and lasting impact of David Yonggi Cho's teaching on the Fourth Dimension.

THE ORIGINS OF THE FOURTH DIMENSION CONCEPT IN CHO'S MINISTRY

David Yonggi Cho did not develop the Fourth Dimension teaching in a vacuum. His journey began in
the 1950s, a period of immense hardship and rebuilding in post-war South Korea. Born into a
Buddhist family, Cho converted to Christianity as a young man after a bout with tuberculosis left him
bedridden  and  seeking  hope.  During  his  recovery,  he  experienced  what  he  described  as  a
supernatural encounter with Jesus Christ, which led to his healing and subsequent call to ministry.
However, the early years of his pastoral work were marked by severe struggles. Cho started his first
church in 1958 with just five people, meeting in a tent in the slums of Seoul. The congregation grew
slowly, and Cho faced financial difficulties, health problems, and spiritual discouragement.
It was during this crucible of hardship that Cho began to search the Scriptures for answers. He
became convinced that the key to breakthrough lay not in human effort alone, but in understanding
how the spiritual  realm interacts  with  the physical  world.  Through intense prayer,  study,  and
personal experimentation, he began to formulate what he would later call the Fourth Dimension. The
term itself was borrowed from the language of theoretical physics, where it is often used to describe
time or a higher spatial dimension. Cho used it metaphorically to describe the realm of the spirit,
where faith, imagination, and creative vision operate before they manifest in the physical world.

The Influence of the Bible on Cho's
Thinking
Cho grounded his Fourth Dimension teaching in several key passages of Scripture. One of his most
frequently cited texts was Hebrews 11:3, which states, "By faith we understand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are
visible."  For  Cho,  this  verse was a  direct  affirmation that  the physical  universe originated from an
invisible, spiritual source. He argued that just as God spoke creation into existence, human beings,
made in God's image, have the ability to shape their circumstances through the combined power of
faith, imagination, and spoken words. Another foundational passage was Romans 4:17, where Paul
writes that God "calls those things which do not exist as though they did." Cho saw this as a
blueprint for how believers should operate: by visualizing and speaking forth their desired outcomes
as if they were already reality, they could activate the spiritual principle of the Fourth Dimension.

UNDERSTANDING THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF THE FOURTH DIMENSION

At its heart, the Fourth Dimension teaching of David Yonggi Cho is a practical system for releasing
faith  in  a  way  that  produces  tangible  results.  He  identified  several  key  components  that  work
together  to  enable  believers  to  operate  in  this  higher  realm.

The Role of the Incubation of Faith
Cho emphasized that faith is not merely a mental agreement with doctrine. Rather, he described
faith as a spiritual force that must be "incubated" in the human spirit before it can manifest in the
physical world. He drew a parallel with the process of conception and birth: just as a mother carries
a child in her womb for nine months before delivery, a believer must carry a vision or a promise from
God until it becomes fully formed. This incubation period, Cho taught, requires consistent meditation
on God's Word, visualization of the desired outcome, and persistent prayer. During this time, the
believer's spirit interacts with the Holy Spirit to build what Cho called a "spiritual embryo" that
eventually bursts forth into reality.
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Imagination as the Womb of Creation
One of the most distinctive elements of Cho's teaching was his emphasis on the creative power of
the imagination. He argued that the imagination is not a frivolous faculty but a spiritual tool given by
God for the purpose of creation. When a believer actively imagines their desired future, such as a
healed body, a restored relationship, or a thriving ministry, they are effectively building a blueprint
in the spiritual realm. This blueprint, when energized by faith and sustained by persistent prayer,
attracts the corresponding physical manifestation. Cho often used the example of Abraham, who,
despite his advanced age, chose to believe God's promise of a son. He noted that Abraham's faith
was not passive; it involved actively envisioning himself as the father of many nations. For Cho, this
act of imagination was a critical step that preceded the physical birth of Isaac.

The Power of Positive Confession and
Spoken Words
Another pillar of the Fourth Dimension teaching is the power of the spoken word. Cho taught that
words carry spiritual weight and that believers must learn to speak only those things that align with
their  desired  outcomes.  He  distinguished  between  "negative  confession,"  which  speaks  about
problems and limitations,  and "positive confession,"  which declares God's  promises and future
victories. This principle, often associated with the broader Word of Faith movement, was central to
Cho's daily practice. He encouraged his congregation to speak to their problems as Jesus spoke to
the fig tree and the storm, commanding them to change. However,  Cho was careful  to emphasize
that  positive confession is  not  a form of  magical  incantation.  It  must  be rooted in a genuine
relationship with God and aligned with His will as revealed in Scripture. The spoken word, he argued,
is the vehicle that carries the creative energy of faith from the Fourth Dimension into the three-
dimensional world.

The Role of Dreams, Visions, and the Holy
Spirit
Cho also taught that the Fourth Dimension is closely connected to the work of the Holy Spirit in the
life of the believer. He believed that God communicates His plans and purposes through dreams,
visions, and inner impressions. These supernatural communications provide the raw material for the
believer's imagination and faith. Once a person receives a vision from God, they must then incubate
it through prayer and continued openness to the Holy Spirit. Cho himself claimed to have received
many  of  his  most  significant  ministry  breakthroughs  through  dreams  and  visions.  One  famous
example  was  his  vision  of  a  "fishnet"  covering  the  city  of  Seoul,  which  he  interpreted  as  a  call  to

build  a  massive  evangelistic  ministry.  This  vision,  combined with  the  principles  of  the  Fourth
Dimension, became the driving force behind the explosive growth of Yoido Full Gospel Church.

PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS FOR DAILY LIFE

David Yonggi Cho intended the Fourth Dimension to be more than a theological theory. He designed
it  as  a  practical  tool  that  believers  could  apply  to  every  area  of  life,  including  health,  finances,
relationships, and ministry. He regularly taught his congregation to set aside time each day to quiet
themselves, invite the Holy Spirit's presence, and then actively visualize their goals and desires. He
called this process "prayer with visualization" or "incubating faith." For example, a person seeking
healing would not simply ask God to heal them and then worry about the outcome. Instead, they
would picture themselves healthy, going about their daily activities without pain, and give thanks to
God for the healing as if it had already occurred. Over time, Cho taught, this consistent practice
would build such a strong spiritual reality that the physical world would have no choice but to
conform.

Overcoming Obstacles Through the Fourth
Dimension
Cho was realistic about the challenges believers face. He acknowledged that negative thoughts,
doubts, and external circumstances often work against faith. To counter these, he emphasized the
importance of persistent, positive mental states. He taught that believers must actively reject any
thought that contradicts God's promises and replace it with a faith-filled image. This process, which
some have compared to cognitive behavioral therapy, was for Cho a spiritual discipline. He also
stressed the importance of fellowship and corporate faith. At Yoido Full Gospel Church, the cell
group system became a  powerful  environment  where  members  could  support  one another  in
incubating their faith. Through shared prayer, testimony, and encouragement, the entire community
could operate together in the Fourth Dimension, creating a collective spiritual environment that
made individual breakthroughs more likely.

CRITICISMS AND CONTROVERSIES SURROUNDING THE TEACHING

No  discussion  of  David  Yonggi  Cho  and  the  Fourth  Dimension  would  be  complete  without
acknowledging the criticisms that  have been leveled against  this  teaching.  Some conservative
theologians have accused Cho of promoting a form of "positive thinking" that borders on mind-
science or New Thought metaphysics. They argue that his emphasis on the creative power of the
human mind, imagination, and spoken words risks shifting the focus from God's sovereignty to
human technique. Others have pointed out that certain statements made by Cho, particularly in his
earlier writings, seemed to attribute almost magical properties to faith, implying that if a believer's
faith is strong enough, they can command anything into existence. In response to these criticisms,
Cho and his defenders maintained that he always sought to balance his teachings with a submission
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to God's will and a reliance on the Holy Spirit. They argued that the Fourth Dimension is simply a
description  of  how faith  works  according to  biblical  principles,  not  a  replacement  for  a  living
relationship with God.

THE GLOBAL IMPACT AND LASTING LEGACY

Despite the controversies, the teaching of the Fourth Dimension has had an undeniable global
impact. It has been translated into dozens of languages and is studied in churches and seminaries
around the world, particularly in Asia, Africa, and Latin America. Many prominent Christian leaders
have cited Cho's influence on their own ministries, including figures such as Dr. Myles Munroe, Dr.
Billye Brim, and numerous Korean pastors who have carried the message to their own nations. The
Yoido Full Gospel Church itself became a living laboratory for the Fourth Dimension, with its massive
growth  serving  as  a  powerful  testimony  to  the  effectiveness  of  these  principles  in  the  eyes  of  its
adherents. In recent years, a new generation of Christian thinkers has begun to reexamine Cho's
teachings,  seeking  to  distill  the  core  biblical  truths  from  some  of  the  more  controversial
formulations. The concept of operating from the "unseen realm" through faith, imagination, and

spoken words continues to resonate deeply with believers who long to see tangible breakthrough in
their lives.

CONCLUSION: A CALL TO THE HIGHER REALM

David  Yonggi  Cho's  teaching  on  the  Fourth  Dimension  remains  one  of  the  most  influential  and
debated  contributions  to  modern  Christianity.  Whether  one  fully  embraces  his  framework  or
approaches it with caution, there is no denying that he succeeded in awakening millions of believers
to the reality of faith as a creative force. At its best, the Fourth Dimension challenges Christians to
move beyond passive belief and embrace a dynamic, participatory relationship with God—one in
which they actively  envision,  speak,  and incubate the promises of  Scripture.  Cho's  life  was a
testament to the power of this approach, as he rose from a sickbed in a war-torn nation to build a
church that would echo around the world. For those who are willing to explore the depths of their
own  faith,  the  Fourth  Dimension  offers  a  provocative  invitation:  to  live  not  merely  as  victims  of
circumstance, but as co-creators with God, shaping the future through the unseen realities of the
spirit.


