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YOUR COMPLETE ILLINOIS
CHAUFFEUR LICENSE STUDY
GUIDE

Whether  you  are  looking  to  drive  a
limousine,  operate  a  taxi,  transport
passengers in a livery vehicle, or pursue
a career as a professional driver in the
state  of  Illinois,  obtaining  a  chauffeur
license is an essential step. The process
requires  more  than  just  a  standard
driver’s  license;  you  must  pass  specific
knowledge and driving tests that cover
state regulations, safety procedures, and
vehicle  operation.  This  comprehensive
Illinois  Chauffeur  License  Study
Guide  i s  des igned  to  he lp  you
understand every requirement, prepare
effectively  for  the  written  and  road
exams,  and  navigate  the  application
process with confidence.
Navigating  the  rules  of  the  Illinois
Secretary  of  State’s  office  can  feel
overwhelming,  but  with  the  right
preparation, you can earn your chauffeur
license  and  begin  your  career  on  the
right track. This guide breaks down the
eligibility criteria, the application steps,
the content of the written test, and the
skills  you  need to  demonstrate  during
the  driving  portion.  By  following  this
roadmap, you will  be well  equipped to
pass  your  exams  and  meet  the
professional  standards  expected  of
Illinois  chauffeurs.

WHO NEEDS AN ILLINOIS
CHAUFFEUR LICENSE?

Before diving into the study guide, it is
important to understand exactly who is
required  to  hold  a  chauffeur  license  in
Illinois.  The state  defines a  chauffeur  as
any  person  who  operates  a  motor
vehicle for the purpose of transporting
persons  or  property  for  hire.  This
includes drivers of taxicabs, limousines,
livery vehicles, buses (other than school
buses  operating  under  a  school  bus
permit),  and  ride-share  vehicles  in
certain  circumstances.  Additionally,  if
you  drive  a  vehicle  that  requires  a
commercial  driver’s  license  (CDL)  but
carry passengers for hire, you may still
need a chauffeur license endorsement.
One  common  misconception  is  that  a
standard  Illinois  driver’s  license  is
sufficient for professional driving jobs. In
reality,  the state mandates a separate
chauffeur  license  classification  (Class  B,
C, or D depending on vehicle type and
passenger  capacity)  that  involves
additional  testing  and  background
checks.  Understanding  this  distinction
early will save you time and ensure you
apply for the correct license class.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR
A CHAUFFEUR LICENSE

To  qualify  for  an  Illinois  chauffeur
license,  you  must  meet  specific  criteria
established by the Illinois  Secretary of
State. These requirements are designed
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to ensure that  professional  drivers are
responsible,  knowledgeable,  and  safe
behind the wheel. Below are the primary
eligibility conditions:

Age and Driving
Experience

You must be at least 18 years old
to drive a vehicle for hire within
Illinois (21 years old for interstate
or hazardous materials driving).
You must already hold a valid
Illinois driver’s license (Class D) or
equivalent for a minimum of one
year prior to applying for a
chauffeur license.

Driving Record
Standards

Your driving record must not
contain any serious traffic
violations within the last two
years, such as DUIs, reckless
driving, or leaving the scene of an
accident.
You cannot have a suspended or
revoked license at the time of
application.
An accumulation of too many
minor traffic violations may
disqualify you. Check your record
ahead of time through the Illinois
Secretary of State’s online portal.

Background

Check and
Medical
Certification

All chauffeur license applicants
must pass a criminal background
check. Certain felony convictions,
especially those involving violence,
theft, or drug offenses, may
prevent you from obtaining a
license.
You must provide a valid medical
examiner’s certificate (DOT
physical) if you are applying for a
Class A or B chauffeur license, or if
you are required to operate a
vehicle with a gross vehicle weight
rating above 10,000 pounds.
For Class C or D chauffeur
licenses, a self-certification of
medical fitness is typically
sufficient, but the Secretary of
State may request a physical
exam in some cases.

STEP-BY-STEP APPLICATION
PROCESS

Once  you  have  confirmed you  meet  the
eligibility  requirements,  the  application
process  involves  several  clear  steps.
Following  them in  order  will  help  you
avoid delays or rejections.

Gather Required Documents:1.
You will need your current Illinois
driver’s license, Social Security
card, proof of residency (such as a
utility bill or lease agreement), and
any medical certificates if
applicable.
Complete the Application2.
Form: Obtain the official
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“Application for Chauffeur’s
License” (form C-1) from any
Secretary of State Driver Services
facility or download it from the
state website.
Pass the Written Knowledge3.
Test: The written exam covers
Illinois traffic laws, safe driving
practices, vehicle inspection
procedures, and specific rules for
passenger transportation. This is
the most critical part of your
Illinois Chauffeur License
Study Guide preparation.
Submit to a Vision Screening:4.
You must demonstrate at least
20/40 vision in one eye (corrected
or uncorrected). A vision test is
administered at the facility.
Pay the Required Fees: As of5.
the current year, the application
fee for a chauffeur license is $30
for a four-year term. Additional
charges may apply for a
commercial learner’s permit if
needed.
Schedule and Pass the Road6.
Test: The driving portion
evaluates your ability to safely
operate the vehicle you intend to
use professionally, including
backing, turning, and defensive
driving maneuvers.
Receive Your License: After7.
passing all exams and background
checks, you will be issued a
chauffeur license valid for four
years.

UNDERSTANDING THE WRITTEN
KNOWLEDGE TEST

T h e  w r i t t e n  e x a m  i s  t h e  m o s t
challenging obstacle  for  many aspiring
chauffeurs. The test is administered on a
computer at the Driver Services facility,

and you must answer at least 80% of the
questions correctly to pass. The content
is derived from the Illinois Rules of the
Road manual,  the Commercial  Driver’s
License  manual  (for  heavier  vehicles),
and  a  dedicated  supplement  for
chauffeurs. Below are the key topics you
will be tested on.

General Illinois
Traffic Laws
You need a solid grasp of standard road
rules including speed limits, right-of-way,
traffic  signals,  lane  usage,  turning
regulations, and parking restrictions. The
test often includes questions about how
to  properly  navigate  intersections,
school  zones,  and  railroad  crossings.
Additionally,  you  must  know the  legal
limits  for  alcohol  (0.08% BAC for  non-
commercial, but stricter limits apply for
commercial  drivers)  and  the  penalties
for refusing a chemical test.

Defensive
Driving and
Safety
Professional  drivers  are  expected  to
drive  defensively  at  all  times.  Study
concepts such as following distance (the
three-second rule), scanning for hazards,
managing  blind  spots,  and  adjusting
speed for weather conditions.  The test
may present scenarios where you must
choose the safest course of action when
encountering  aggressive  drivers,
pedestrians,  or  animals  on  the  road.



4

4 Illinois Chauffeur License Study Guide 2024-10-03

Vehicle
Inspection

Procedures
A  significant  portion  of  the  chauffeur
license written test covers pre-trip and
post-trip vehicle inspections. You should
be familiar with checking tires, brakes,
lights,  mirrors,  windshield  wipers,  fluid
levels,  and  emergency  equipment
(flares,  fire extinguishers,  etc.).  The test
will  ask  about  the  proper  order  of
inspection  and  common  defects  that
would  render  a  vehicle  unsafe  to
operate.

Passenger
Transport
Regulations
Because  chauffeurs  transport  people  for
hire,  there  are  specific  rules  regarding
passenger safety, luggage handling, and
prohibited  behaviors.  Questions  may
cover proper use of seat belts, loading
and  unloading  passengers  with
disabilities, and what to do in case of a
breakdown.  You  should  also  know the
rules about smoking, eating, and using
electronic devices while driving.

Special
Endorsements

and Restrictions
If  you  are  planning to  drive  a  vehicle
with  air  brakes,  a  school  bus,  or  a
vehicle  carrying  hazardous  materials,
you will  need additional  endorsements
on  your  chauffeur  license.  The  written
test for these endorsements is separate
but  may  be  taken  on  the  same  day.
Study the air brake system components,
brake  lag ,  and  pre - t r ip  checks
thoroughly if  you intend to add an air
brake endorsement.

PREPARING FOR THE DRIVING
(ROAD) TEST

Once you pass  the  written  exam,  you
must  schedule  a  road  test  at  an
approved  faci l i ty.  The  road  test
evaluates  your  real-world  driving  skills
under  the  supervision  of  a  licensed
examiner. To maximize your chances of
success,  pract ice  the  fo l lowing
maneuvers  extensively:

Pre-Trip Vehicle
Inspection
Demonstration
The road test usually begins with a pre-
trip inspection. You will be asked to walk
around  the  vehic le  and  ident i fy
components  that  you  have  checked.
Common  items  include  tire  condition,
brake  l ights,  turn  signals,  horn,
windshield  cracks,  and  fluid  leaks.
Practice  this  inspection  until  you  can
perform  it  confidently  and  in  a  logical
order.
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Basic Control
Skills

Backing and Straight-Line
Reverse: You must demonstrate
the ability to back the vehicle in a
straight line without crossing lane
boundaries.
Alley Docking: Maneuvering the
vehicle into a simulated loading
zone or parking spot, often with
cones.
Parallel Parking: Required for
most Class C and D vehicles.

On-Road Driving
Evaluation
The examiner will  take you on a route
that  includes  urban  streets,  multi-lane
roads,  intersections,  and  possibly  a
highway portion.  Key evaluation points
include:

Proper lane changes with
appropriate signaling and blind
spot checks.
Smooth turns with correct lane
positioning.
Adherence to speed limits and
traffic signs.
Safe following distance and
responsive braking.
Interaction with pedestrians and
other vehicles.

Remember  that  the  examiner  is
assessing  not  only  your  technical  skill
but  also  your  attitude  and  decision-
making.  Stay calm, avoid rushing,  and
communicate  clearly  if  you  have  any
doubts about instructions.

EFFECTIVE STUDY TIPS FOR THE
ILLINOIS CHAUFFEUR LICENSE
EXAM

To make the most of your preparation
time,  use  a  variety  of  resources  and
study  techniques.  Here  are  practical
strategies  that  have  helped  many
candidates pass their exams on the first
attempt.

Use the Official
Illinois Rules of
the Road Manual
This free publication is available online
or at any Secretary of State facility.  It
contains all the information you need for
the  general  knowledge  portion  of  the
test. Read each chapter and take notes
on key points, especially sections about
driver  responsibilities,  emergency
maneuvers,  and  parking  rules.

Download the
CDL Handbook
for Commercial
Vehicles
If  you are applying for a Class A or B
chauffeur  license  (or  plan  to  add
passenger  endorsements),  the  Illinois
CDL manual  covers  vehicle  inspection,
air  brakes,  and  combination  vehicle
operations.  Many of  the test  questions
for  chauffeurs  are  drawn  from  this
manual,  even  if  you  drive  a  smaller
vehicle.
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Take Practice
Tests Online
Numerous  websites  offer  free  practice
exams  specifically  for  the  Illinois
chauffeur  license.  These  quizzes
simulate the real  test format and help
you  identify  weak  areas.  Look  for
sources  that  update  their  questions
based on the latest state regulations. A
reliable  Illinois  Chauffeur  License
Study Guide includes sample questions
about  passenger  transport,  vehicle
inspection,  and  traffic  laws.

Focus on High-
Weight Topics
Based  on  feedback  from  successful
candidates,  the most frequently tested
subjects are:

Right-of-way rules at intersections
and roundabouts.
Handling emergencies (tire

blowout, brake failure, etc.).
Correct use of turn signals and
headlights in various conditions.
Requirements for transporting
minors or individuals with
disabilities.
DUI penalties and implied consent
laws.

Spend extra time reviewing these areas,
as  they  are  likely  to  appear  multiple
times in different question formats.

Create
Flashcards for
Key Terms
Many  applicants  find  flashcards  helpful
for  memorizing  definitions  like  “gross
vehicle  weight  rating,”  “hazardous
materials,” “pre-trip inspection,” and “air
brake lag.” Use an app or physical cards
to quiz yourself during spare moments.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID
WHEN APPLYING


