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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE UNIQUE COAT
OF THE
WIREHAIRED
DACHSHUND

T h e  W i r e h a i r e d
Dachshund is a distinct
and  charming  breed,
instantly  recognizable
by its rugged, weather-
resistant  double  coat.
Unlike  their  smooth-
haired  cousins,  the
wirehaired  variety
possesses  a  harsh,
dense outer coat with a
softer  undercoat.  This

unique  texture  gives
t h e m  a  c l a s s i c ,
"scruffy"  appearance
that is both endearing
a n d  f u n c t i o n a l .
However, it also brings
specific  grooming
requirements  that
differ significantly from
other  dog  breeds.  If
you  are  wondering
h o w  t o  g r o o m  a
w i r e h a i r e d
Dachshund, you have
come  to  the  r igh t
place. Proper grooming
i s  n o t  j u s t  a b o u t
maintaining your dog's
tidy  appearance;  it  is
essential for their skin
health,  comfort,  and
overall  well-being.  A
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well-maintained  coat
protects them from the
elements,  minimizes
shedding, and prevents
painful  matting.  This
comprehensive  guide
will  walk  you  through
eve ry  s tep  o f  t he
process, from essential
too ls  to  advanced
h a n d - s t r i p p i n g
techniques,  ensuring
y o u r  W i r e h a i r e d
Dachshund  looks  and
feels its absolute best.

THE ESSENTIAL
TOOLS FOR
GROOMING A
WIREHAIRED
DACHSHUND

Before you begin your
grooming routine, it  is
critical  to  have  the
right equipment. Using
standard  brushes
designed for other coat
types can damage the
wiry  texture  and  ruin
the  coat 's  natural
w a t e r - r e p e l l e n t
properties.  Invest  in

high-quality  tools  to
make  the  process
effective  and
comfortable  for  your
dog.

Brushes
and
Combs

Slicker Brush:
A good quality
slicker brush with
fine, bent wires
is excellent for
removing loose
undercoat and
tangles without
scratching the
skin.
Wide-Tooth
Comb: This is
essential for
detangling areas
prone to matting,
such as the
beard, eyebrows,
and feathering
on the legs.
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Bristle Brush:
Use a medium-
bristle brush to
add shine and
distribute natural
oils through the
outer coat after
brushing.
Undercoat
Rake: A tool
specifically
designed to
remove dead
undercoat hair
without cutting
the harsh
topcoat. This is
vital for
wirehaired
breeds.

Tools for
Hand
Stripping

(The Gold
Standard)

Stripping Knife
or Stripping
Stone: These
tools help pluck
out dead, long
hairs from the
root. A stripping
knife has small,
blunt teeth and is
not sharp like a
bladed knife.
Grooming
Chalk: Applied
to the coat and
the stripping
knife, this
improves grip
and makes the
pulling process
easier and less
painful for the
dog.
Thinning
Shears: Straight
or curved
thinning shears
are useful for
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shaping the
beard, eyebrows,
and tidying up
the feet.

Other
Essentials

Dog-Safe
Shampoo and
Conditioner:
Choose formulas
specifically for
wirehaired coats.
Avoid products
with silicones
that can soften
the coat too
much.
Nail Clippers or
Grinder:
Dachshunds
have dark nails,
making the quick
(the vein) hard to
see. A grinder
can be safer for
gradual nail
shortening.
Ear Cleaning

Solution:
Wirehaired
Dachshunds are
prone to ear
infections (like all
floppy-eared
breeds). Use a
vet-
recommended
cleaner.
Toothbrush
and Dog
Toothpaste:
Dental hygiene is
an often-
overlooked part
of grooming.

STEP-BY-STEP:
HOW TO GROOM A
WIREHAIRED
DACHSHUND

Now  that  you  have
your tools, let us break
down  the  grooming
p r o c e s s  i n t o
manageable  stages.
Consistency  is  key.
While  a  full  grooming
sess ion  is  needed
every 6-8 weeks, daily
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or weekly maintenance
wil l  prevent  major
issues.

Step 1:
Preparati
on and
Brushing
Before
the Bath
N e v e r  b a t h e  a
Wirehaired  Dachshund
without  thoroughly
brushing  them  first.
Water will  tighten any
existing  mats,  making
them  impossible  to
remove.  Beg in  by
combing  through  the
coat  with  the  wide-
tooth  comb  to  locate
any tangles  or  debris.
Pay close attention to
the armpits, behind the

ears, belly, and the soft
feathering on the back
of  the  legs.  Use  the
slicker brush to gently
work through any small
mats, holding the skin
t a u t  t o  a v o i d
discomfort.  Follow  up
with  the  undercoat
rake to remove loose,
dead  hairs  from  the
dense  undercoat.  This
step  will  dramatically
reduce  shedding  and
prepare  the  coat  for
the  hand-stripping
process.

Step 2:
The Art of
Hand
Stripping
This is the cornerstone
of  how  to  groom  a
w i r e h a i r e d
Dachshund  correctly.
Unlike  clipping,  which
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softens  the  coat  and
dulls  the  colour,  hand
stripping preserves the
harsh,  wiry  texture.
Hand stripping involves
plucking out the dead,
longer  hairs  from  the
root.  This  process
m i m i c s  n a t u r a l
shedding  and  keeps
the coat  healthy.  It  is
best  performed  when
the  coat  is  "blown"
( r e a d y  t o  s h e d ) ,
typically  every  3-4
months.

HOW TO HAND
STRIP

Test the Coat:1.
Pinch a few long
hairs between
your thumb and
a stripping knife.
If they come out
easily with
minimal force,
the coat is ready.
Work in Small2.
Sections: Do
not try to strip

large patches at
once. Work with
a small section of
hair at a time.
Use the Correct3.
Angle: Pull the
hairs in the
direction of
growth, using a
quick, firm
motion. Hold the
dog's skin taut
with your other
hand.
Focus on the4.
Body: Strip the
back, sides, and
neck first. The
chest and belly
are often softer
and may be
tidied with
thinning shears
instead.
Blend the Legs5.
and Head: For
the beard,
eyebrows, and
feathering on the
legs, use a
combination of
plucking and
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thinning shears
to achieve a
natural look. Do
not strip these
areas
completely; they
should remain
slightly longer.

Note: If you are new to
h a n d  s t r i p p i n g ,
cons ider  hav ing  a
professional  groomer
d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e
technique  first.  When
done correctly, it is not
painful for the dog.

Step 3:
Bathing
and
Drying
W i r e h a i r e d
Dachshunds  do  not
need  frequent  baths
(every  6-8  weeks  is
sufficient),  as  over-

bathing strips the coat
of its natural oils. Use
lukewarm water and a
mild,  dog-specific
s h a m p o o .  R i n s e
thoroughly  to  prevent
skin  irritation.  Follow
up with  a  high-quality
conditioner designed to
maintain  coat  texture.
After rinsing, towel-dry
your dog. Then, use a
high-velocity  dryer  on
a low heat setting. Fluff
the coat as you dry to
straighten  the  hairs.
This  is  a  critical  step
because  it  gives  the
coat  its  characteristic
rough,  "sticking  out"
appearance.

Step 4:
Post-Bath
Trimming
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and
Tidying
O n c e  y o u r  d o g  i s
completely  dry,  it  is
time  for  the  finishing
touches.  Use  thinning
shears  to  neaten  the
eyebrows  (do  not  cut
them  straight  across
like a poodle's) and the
beard.  Trim  the  hair
around  the  anus  for
hygiene  purposes.
Also, tidy up the paws,
t r imming  the  ha i r
between the pads and
shaping the feet into a
neat,  round  "cat-like"
paw.  Use  s t ra ight
shears  to  t r im  the
whiskers  slightly,  but
d o  n o t  c u t  t h e m
completely, as they are
sensory organs.

Step 5:

Nail Care,
Ears, and
Teeth
Nails:  Dachshunds'
nails grow quickly. Clip
or  grind  them  every
2-3 weeks. If you hear
them  clicking  on  the
floor, they are too long.
Grinding  is  often  less
stressful  as it  reduces
the risk of cutting the
quick.
Ears:  Check  your
Dachshund's  ears
weekly.  Use  a  cotton
ball dampened with ear
cleaning  solution  to
wipe the visible part of
the  inner  ear.  Do  not
insert anything into the
ear canal. If you notice
redness,  a  bad  smell,
or  discharge,  consult
your  veterinarian.
Teeth:  Brush  your
dog's teeth at least 2-3
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times a  week using a
dog-specific toothbrush
and toothpaste. Dental
chews can supplement
b u t  n o t  r e p l a c e
brushing.

COMMON
GROOMING
MISTAKES TO
AVOID

Even  exper ienced
owners  can  make
m i s t a k e s  w h e n
l e a r n i n g  h o w  t o
groom a  wirehaired
Dachshund.  Here are
the  most  common
pitfal ls.

Using Clippers
on the Body:
This is the
number one
mistake. Clipping
ruins the wire
texture, leaving
a soft, cottony
coat that mats
easily and loses
its colour.
Bathing Too

Often: Over-
bathing strips the
coat of natural
oils, leading to
dry, brittle hair
and skin issues.
Skipping the
Undercoat
Rake: Failing to
remove the dead
undercoat leads
to heavy,
uncomfortable
matting close to
the skin.
Cutting
Whiskers and
Eyebrows Too
Short: These
hairs are
important for
sensory
perception and
give the breed its
characteristic
expression.
Neglecting
Daily Brushing:
Even if you
schedule
professional
grooming,
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brushing your
dog daily (or
every other day)
prevents tangles
and strengthens
your bond.

SEASONAL
GROOMING TIPS

The grooming needs of
y o u r  W i r e h a i r e d
Dachshund  can  vary
with  the  seasons.
Spring and Autumn:
These are the primary
shedding  seasons  and
the best times for a full
hand-stripping session.
Removing  the  dead
coat  helps  regulate
your dog's temperature
a s  t h e  w e a t h e r
changes.
S u m m e r :  A v o i d
s h a v i n g  y o u r
Dachshund  to  keep
t h e m  c o o l !  T h e i r
double  coat  actually
insulates them against
heat. Instead, focus on
regular  undercoat

removal  and  ensure
they  have  access  to
shade and water.
Winter:  The  coat
provides  excellent
protection  from  cold
and  wet.  Avoid  over-
bathing  during  winter
as this can dry out the
s k i n .  P a y  e x t r a
attention to the paws,
wiping  them  clean
after  walks to remove
ice or salt.

WHEN TO SEEK
PROFESSIONAL
HELP

While  many  owners
successfully  groom
t h e i r  W i r e h a i r e d
Dachshunds  at  home,
there  are  times  when
professional  help  is
valuable. If you are not
confident  with  hand
stripping,  a  groomer
e x p e r i e n c e d  i n
wirehaired  breeds  can
teach  you  or  perform
t h e  i n i t i a l  h e a v y
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stripping.  Professional
groomers  are  a lso
excellent  for  handling
difficult  tasks  like  nail
clipping  for  dogs  with
dark  nails  or  dealing
with  severely  matted
coats.  Establishing  a
relationship  with  a
good  groomer  allows
y o u  t o  h a v e  a
maintenance schedule:
perhaps  you  handle
weekly  brushing  and
bathing,  while  they
perform  the  major
stripping  and  shaping
every few months.

CONCLUSION:
CONSISTENCY IS
THE KEY TO A
BEAUTIFUL COAT

L e a r n i n g  how  to
groom a  wirehaired
D a c h s h u n d  i s  a
rewarding journey that
significantly  enhances
the  bond  you  share

w i t h  y o u r  d o g .  I t
requires  patience,  the
r ight  too l s ,  and  a
commitment to regular
ma in tenance .  By
mastering  the  art  of
hand stripping,  proper
brushing, and attentive
ear and nail care, you
e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u r
Wirehaired  Doxie  not
only  looks  its  rugged,
handsome  best  but
also  remains  healthy
and  comfor tab le .
Remember  that  every
dog  is  an  individual.
Adjust  your  grooming
schedule  based  on
your  dog's  lifestyle,
coat  condition,  and
time of  year.  Whether
you are a new owner or
a seasoned enthusiast,
consistent,  informed
grooming is the secret
to  a  happy,  healthy,
a n d  s t u n n i n g l y
beautiful  Wirehaired
Dachshund.


