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INTRODUCTION:
THE ENIGMATIC
VISION OF 1899

In the twilight years of
the 19th century, as
the world stood on the
cusp of modernity, a

profound artistic
revolution was
unfolding across
Europe. The Symbolist
movement, with its

deep reverence for the

subconscious, the
mystical, and the
deeply personal,

reached a remarkable
peak in 1899. Among

the most captivating
and enduring images
to emerge from this
period is the evocative
work known as The
Dream Of A Woman
1899 Symbolist
Movement. This
artwork is not merely a
painting; it is a
gateway into a world of
interior landscapes,
hidden desires, and the
ethereal realm of the
unconscious. To
understand this piece
is to understand the
very soul of
Symbolism, a
movement that
prioritised suggestion
over statement, and


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

the dream over reality.

When we speak of The
Dream Of A Woman
1899 Symbolist
Movement, we are
engaging with a visual
lexicon that rejects the
literal. This is an art
form where a woman is
not simply a woman,
but a vessel for ideals,
anxieties, and the
eternal mystery of
being. The year 1899
itself is significant. It is
a moment of fin de
siecle, a time of both
decadence and
anticipation. Artists
were increasingly
turning inward,
exploring the
psychological and
spiritual dimensions of
human experience.
Dream imagery
became the perfect
vehicle for this
exploration, allowing
for a fluidity of form

achieve. The dream of
a woman, in this
context, becomes a
potent symbol of the
inaccessible, the
sacred, and the
terrifyingly beautiful
aspects of the psyche.

THE SYMBOLIST
MOVEMENT: A
REBELLION
AGAINST REALISM

To fully appreciate the
significance of The
Dream Of A Woman
1899 Symbolist
Movement, we must
first understand the
movement that birthed
it. Symbolism was a
direct reaction against
the dominant forces of
Impressionism and
Realism. While
Impressionists sought
to capture the fleeting
effects of light and
Realists aimed to
depict the harsh truths

and narrative that of everyday life,
realism could never Symbolists were
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concerned with the
world beyond the
visible. They were
poets of the intangible,
using colour, line, and
form as carriers of

emotion and idea.

Core
Principles
of
Symbolis

m

e Subjectivity:
The inner life of
the artist was
paramount.
Dreams,
fantasies, and
hallucinations
were considered
valid and even
superior subjects
to external
reality.

e Mysticism and

Spirituality: A
fascination with
the occult,
religion, and
mythology
provided a rich
tapestry of
symbols.
Synesthesia:
The blending of
senses, where
music could be
seen as colour or
a painting could
evoke a specific
sound or scent,
was a key
pursuit.
Evocation over
Description:
The goal was not
to tell a story but
to create a mood
or suggest an
idea. The viewer
was invited to
interpret, not just
observe.

Artists like Gustave
Moreau, Odilon Redon,
and Fernand Khnopff



were masters of this
approach. Their works
are populated by
androgynous  figures,
mythical beasts, and
dreamy landscapes
that seem to exist
outside of time. The
Dream Of A Woman
1899 Symbolist
Movement fits
perfectly into this
canon. It is a work that
demands
contemplation. The
woman, often depicted
in a state of sleep or
trance, becomes the
medium through which
the dream world is
accessed. Her closed
eyes or distant gaze
signal that the true
action is happening
internally.

DECODING THE
DREAM: IMAGERY
AND SYMBOLISM

The phrase The
Dream Of A Woman
1899 Symbolist

Movement conjures a
specific set of visual
motifs. In typical
Symbolist fashion, the
composition is likely to
be highly stylized and
deliberately artificial.
The woman is not a
naturalistic portrait but
an idealised form. Her
surroundings are often
incongruous or surreal.
Let us explore the
common symbols we
might expect to find in
such a work.

The
Sleeping
or

Trance-
Like
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Female
Figure

In Symbolist art, the
woman is a frequent
symbol of the gateway
to the unconscious. Her
sleep state is a
metaphor for the
passive reception of
inner visions. She is
the femme fragile,
the ethereal,
otherworldly being, or
the femme fatale, a
dangerously seductive
force of nature. In the
context of The Dream
Of A Woman 1899

Symbolist
Movement, she is
often both. Her

vulnerability invites the
viewer in, while her
otherworldly beauty
suggests a power
beyond human
understanding. She is
the priestess of a
secret cult of the self.

Floral and
Botanical
Motifs

Plants and flowers are
rarely innocent
decorations in
Symbolist art. They are
loaded with meaning.

1. Lilies and
Lotuses:
Represent purity,
spiritual
awakening, and
the union of
opposites.

2. Opium
Poppies: A
direct reference
to altered states
of consciousness,
dreams, and
oblivion.

3. Wilted or
Decaying
Flowers:
Symbolising the
transience of



beauty, life, and
the inevitable
decay of the
material world.

4. Fantastical or
Hybrid Plants:
Suggests a
nature that is not
bound by earthly
rules, reinforcing
the dream-like
unreality of the
scene.

These floral elements
often surround or even
seem to emerge from
the woman, blurring
the line between her
body and the
environment. This
technique, common in
the Symbolist
movement, reinforces
the idea that the
dream is not just a
vision she is having,
but a living, organic
part of her.

The Use
of Light

and
Shadow

Natural light is often
abandoned in favour of
a strange, ambiguous
illumination. The light
in The Dream Of A
Woman 1899
Symbolist Movement
might emanate from
the figure herself (a
halation or aura) or
from an unseen,
mystical source. This
technique is used to
create a sense of
timelessness and to
divorce the scene from
any specific hour or
season. Deep, velvety
shadows create a
sense of mystery and
hidden depths. The
chiaroscuro effect s
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not used for dramatic
realism but for
psychological  effect.
The darkness is not an
absence of light but a
presence of the
unknown.

KEY FIGURES AND
PARALLEL THEMES
IN 1899

While The Dream Of
A Woman 1899
Symbolist Movement
stands as a powerful
conceptual piece, it is
important to see it
alongside the other
great works of the
period. This was a
moment of
extraordinary
creativity.

Fernand
Khnopft

and the
Sphinx-
like

Woman

The Belgian artist
Fernand Khnopff is
perhaps the
quintessential painter
of the enigmatic
woman. His works
frequently feature a
solitary, aloof female
figure, often with a
stern or distant
expression. In pieces
like “The Caress”
(1896) or “I Lock the
Door Upon Myself”
(1891), the female is
both the object of
desire and a guardian
of a secret interior
world. The
psychological stillness
in his work is a direct
parallel to the dream



state of our primary

subject. Khnopff's
women are modern
sphinxes, riddles

without answers.

Odilon
Redon
and the
Inner
Vision

Odilon Redon, a master
of the imagined, took
the dream as his
primary subject. His
“Noirs” (black-and-
white charcoal
drawings) from the
1880s and 1890s are
populated by floating
faces, giant spiders,
and weeping willows

that feel sentient. His
later pastels, such as

explosions of colour
that depict
mythological dreams.
Redon’s work directly
engages with the
chaotic and free-
associative logic of the
dream. Where the
woman in our central
image is a calm vessel,
Redon’s world is the
turbulent content of
that vessel. Both are

essential to
understanding the
Symbolist

movement’'s
obsession with the
subconscious.

Gustave
Moreau
and the
Mythologi

“The Cyclops”
(1898-1900), are
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cal
Dream

Gustave Moreau was a
teacher and inspiration
to many Symbolists.
His paintings, like “The
Apparition” (1876) or
“Jupiter and Semele”
(1894-95), are dense,
ornate, and deeply
literary. They depict
visions from mythology
and the Bible. In
Moreau’'s world, the
dream of a woman is
often a vision of divine
or demonic power. His
women are not passive
dreamers but active
agents of fate and
fantasy. The influence
of his elaborate style
and deep symbolism is
undeniable when we
consider the aesthetic
origins of The Dream
Of A Woman 1899
Symbolist

Movement. He

showed that a painting
could be a dream from
which one never fully
wakes.

THE SUBJECT
MATTER: FEAR,
DESIRE, AND THE
UNKNOWN

The recurring motif of
the woman's dream in
Symbolism is not
accidental. It speaks
directly to the
anxieties and
fascinations of the late
19th century.

Fear of
Female
Sexuality

The femme fatale
archetype was at its
peak in the 1890s. The
dream of a woman
could easily be a
nightmare. The sexual
authority of the woman



was seen as a potential

threat to the
established social
order. The dream
landscape allowed
artists to explore this
fear in a safely

abstracted way. The
woman in the dream is
both desired and
feared. Her power is in
her inaccessibility. She
exists in a realm that
men cannot enter
without her permission.
This duality is at the
heart of the most
interesting

interpretations of The
Dream Of A Woman
1899 Symbolist
Movement.

Desire for
the

10

Transcen
dental

Simultaneously, the
dream represented the
search for a higher
truth. The woman,
often depicted with an
almost sacred stillness,
could represent the
soul itself. The dream
was a gateway to
divine knowledge. This
was a time when
traditional religion was
being questioned
(Nietzsche's “God is
dead” was a recent,
resonant
proclamation).
Symbolist art, with its
focus on inner vision
and personal
mythology, was a new
kind of
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