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INTRODUCTION: THE LITERARY
LEGACY OF A BEAGLE AND A
STORMY NIGHT

For over seven decades, the Peanuts
comic strip has delighted readers with its
blend of childhood innocence, existential
angst, and gentle humor. Among its vast
gallery of characters, none is more
endearing or complex than Snoopy, the
imaginative beagle with a rich inner life.
While Snoopy is famous for many alter
egos—the World War | Flying Ace, the
“Joe Cool” sunglasses-wearing hipster,
and the loyal companion to Charlie
Brown—one of his most persistent and
hilarious identities is that of a struggling
novelist. And no phrase is more closely
associated with Snoopy’s literary
ambitions than the classic, overwrought
opening: “It was a dark and stormy
night.”

The phrase “Snoopy dark and stormy
night” has become a cultural shorthand
for melodramatic, cliché-ridden prose.
Yet, beyond the jokes, there is a
surprising depth to Snoopy’s writing life.
It reflects Charles M. Schulz’s own love
of language, his gentle parody of literary
pretension, and a timeless commentary
on the creative process itself. In this
article, we will explore the origins of this
iconic line in the Peanuts universe, how
Snoopy'’s writing evolved over the years,
and why the image of a beagle
typewriter-pecking away on a stormy
night continues to resonate with readers

and writers alike.

THE ORIGIN OF “IT WAS A DARK
AND STORMY NIGHT” IN
PEANUTS

Charles M. Schulz did not invent the
phrase “It was a dark and stormy night.”
The line famously begins the 1830 novel
Paul Clifford by Edward Bulwer-Lytton.
Over the years, it became the
quintessential example of purple prose.
However, Schulz gave the phrase new
life by placing it firmly in the paws of his
literary beagle.

In the early 1950s, Snoopy began to
appear perched on top of his doghouse,
pecking away at a typewriter. He would
often begin his novel with those exact
words. The joke, of course, is that
Snoopy would type that single sentence
and then immediately stop, pondering
how to continue. He might try a few
variations—“It was a dark and stormy
night. Suddenly, a shot rang out!”"—but
the narrative rarely progressed far. In
one classic strip, he types the opening
line and then reflects: “That’s a good
beginning. Now all | have to do is write
the rest of the book.”

This never-ending struggle to move past
the first sentence became a running gag.
The phrase “Snoopy dark and stormy
night” thus took on a dual meaning: the
actual line in the strip, and the larger
idea of writer’'s block and aspirational
creativity. Schulz’s genius was in making
a dog’s failed novel into a metaphor for
every writer who has ever stared at a
blank page.
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SAJ0PY'S N6Vel:
A Masterpiece in
One Sentence

Over the decades, Snoopy’s novel
became a fixture. He would sometimes
dictate to his typewriter, occasionally to
his feathered friend Woodstock. The
opening sentence never changed. The
visual of Snoopy, ears flapping in the
wind or rain, typewriter perched
precariously on the roof of his doghouse,
is one of the most iconic images in comic
strip history.

Schulz used the ongoing novel to
comment on the publishing industry as
well. In several storylines, Snoopy
receives rejection letters from
publishers, who politely explain that his
story (usually just that first line) is “too
long” or “not long enough.” In one
memorable arc, a publisher asks for the
rest of the manuscript, and Snoopy
panics because he only has the one
sentence. He eventually submits it, and
the publisher praises its brevity. This
satirical look at literary critics and
publishers added layers to the simple
joke.

The persistence of the “Snoopy dark and
stormy night” motif is a testament to
Schulz’'s understanding of character
comedy. Snoopy never gives up. He
continues to write, to dream, and to
imagine a bestseller, even if his output
remains stubbornly minimal. This
perseverance is both hilarious and oddly
inspiring.

BEYOND THE CLICHE: WHAT THE

MEANS FOR WRITERS

For many readers, the phrase “Snoopy
dark and stormy night” triggers
nostalgia and laughter. But for writers, it
carries a deeper resonance. The struggle
to begin is universal. Every writer knows
the temptation to craft a perfect opening
line, only to realize that the rest of the
story remains elusive. Snoopy embodies
that moment of anxiety and ambition.

Moreover, Snoopy’s approach to
writing—typing with his paws, using a
manual typewriter, working in all
weather conditions—is a whimsical
representation of the solitary nature of
the craft. He often writes during actual
storms, the rain soaking his fur, adding a
literal layer to the “dark and stormy
night.” The doghouse becomes a writer’s
garret, and the beagle a romantic artist
suffering for his work.

Interestingly, Schulz himself was a
disciplined writer. He drew and wrote
every single Peanuts strip for nearly 50
years, rarely taking breaks. Snoopy’s
ineptitude as a novelist might be seen as
a self-deprecating joke from Schulz
about the process of creation. The
phrase “Snoopy dark and stormy night”
thus bridges the gap between the
professional and the amateur, the
successful and the struggling.

THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF
SNOOPY'’S CATCHPHRASE

The phrase “It was a dark and stormy
night” had been a punchline before
Peanuts, but Snoopy elevated it to iconic
status. The phrase is now inextricably
linked with the image of the typewriter-
beagle. This association has appeared in
everything from greeting cards to
classroom writing exercises. Teachers
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often use Snoopy as a humorous
example of how not to start a story—and
also as a reminder that persistence
matters.

In popular culture, the “Snoopy dark and
stormy night” line is frequently
referenced in discussions of clichéd
writing. The Bulwer-Lytton Fiction
Contest, which awards the worst opening
sentence for a novel, was named after
the author of the original phrase.
Snoopy’s version is often cited as a
beloved example, though technically it is
a copy of the original. The contest even
features a category occasionally inspired
by the beagle.

Merchandise featuring Snoopy at his
typewriter is extremely popular. T-shirts,
mugs, and posters show the beagle with
the famous line, surrounded by storm
clouds or lightning bolts. The image has
become a shorthand for creative
struggle, cozy rainy days, or simply the
charm of Charles M. Schulz’s world.

Snoopy as an
Allegory for the
Creative Process

Beyond the joke, Snoopy’s literary
pursuits offer a nuanced view of
creativity. He writes for himself, not for
fame or fortune. He is unbothered by
rejection, bouncing back with renewed
determination. He sometimes abandons
the novel entirely to pursue other alter
egos, only to return to it later. This cycle
of enthusiasm, frustration, and resilience
is recognizable to anyone who has tried
to write a novel, paint a picture, or
compose a song.

The stormy night itself is symbolic. In

literature, storms often represent
turmoil, change, or dramatic tension. For
Snoopy, the storm sets the mood. He is
not afraid of the lightning or the wind; he
is focused on his story. This indifference
to external chaos is a lesson in
dedication. The phrase “Snoopy dark
and stormy night” thus encapsulates the
romantic ideal of the artist who creates
against all odds, even when the world
outside is falling apart.

Schulz also used Snoopy’s writing to
gently mock the pretension of highbrow
literature. Snoopy’s novel is never
intended to be a work of genius; it is a
pastiche of bad writing. Yet, the beagle
takes it seriously. This irony is the heart
of the humor. We laugh because we see
a dog believing he is a literary giant, but
we also recognize our own desire to be
taken seriously.

HOW THE “DARK AND STORMY
NIGHT” REFLECTS THE PEANUTS
PHILOSOPHY

The Peanuts gang is defined by failure
and perseverance. Charlie Brown never
kicks the football, Lucy never stops
pulling it away, and Snoopy never
finishes his novel. Yet they keep trying.
This is Schulz’s bleak but optimistic
worldview. Happiness is not found in
success, but in the effort. Snoopy’s
endless novel is a perfect example. He
will never be a published author, but he
is content to be a writer.

The “Snoopy dark and stormy night” line
also connects to the whimsical nature of
the strip. Snoopy is a dog who dreams of
being a human. He writes, he flies a
Sopwith Camel, he plays golf. His fantasy
life is richer than the reality around him.
The stormy night is simply another prop
in his elaborate imagination.



In later strips, Snoopy actually wrote
entire letters to publishers and even
attempted to submit his work to literary
contests. In one memorable 1970s
storyline, he sends his manuscript (the
single sentence) to a publisher who
replies asking for more. Snoopy then
types “Chapter One” and nothing else,
still believing he has a masterwork. This
insistence on the quality of his non-
existent prose is both absurd and
touching.

WHY THE IMAGE ENDURES:
NOSTALGIA AND SIMPLICITY

In an age of digital writing, the image of
Snoopy typing on a manual typewriter in
the rain evokes a simpler time. The
physical act of pressing keys, the
tangible paper, the smudged ink—all
these details appeal to our nostalgia for
pre-digital creativity. The phrase
“Snoopy dark and stormy night”
conjures a cozy, rainy afternoon spent
reading Peanuts collections or watching
the holiday specials.

Moreover, the beagle's unwavering
optimism in the face of literary
impossibility is a comfort. It reminds us
that creativity does not require success
to be valid. Snoopy writes because he
enjoys the act of writing. He loves the
sound of the typewriter, the feeling of
words forming, and the drama of his own
imagination. That pure joy is infectious.

For generations of readers, the phrase
has become a password of sorts—a
shared memory of a beloved comic strip.
Mention “Snoopy dark and stormy night”
to a Peanuts fan, and they will smile.
They might even quote the line back to
you. It is a piece of pop culture that has
transcended its origins to become a
universal symbol of writer’s block and
creative persistence.

LESSONS FROM SNOOPY’S
WRITING LIFE

What can modern writers learn from a
beagle who cannot finish a single
sentence? Quite a lot, surprisingly.

e Start somewhere. Snoopy may
never complete his novel, but he
always begins. The hardest part of
writing is starting, and Snoopy
never hesitates to tap out that first
line.

* Don’t fear rejection. Publishers
send his work back, and he
continues typing. In the Peanuts
universe, rejection is a normal part
of the process.

* Write for yourself. Snoopy does
not care what anyone thinks. He
writes because it makes him
happy. That intrinsic motivation is
powerful.

» Embrace the cliché. Sometimes
a cliché is the perfect starting
point. Snoopy’s opening line is the
ultimate cliché, but it works for
him. You can subvert tropes once
you own them.

» Persistence over perfection.
Snoopy never revises. He simply
moves forward. This is a reminder
that a finished draft (even a one-
sentence draft) is better than an
unwritten masterpiece.

The “Snoopy dark and stormy night”
meme also teaches us about branding.
That single line, paired with the image of
a dog at a typewriter, is instantly
recognizable. Schulz created a visual
shorthand for the artistic struggle that is
still used in marketing and social media
today.
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CONCLUS$ONo THE'ETERNAEr be the next

STORM

Charles M. Schulz passed away in 2000,
but Snoopy’s typewriter continues to
clatter in reruns and in the hearts of
fans. The phrase “Snoopy dark and
stormy night” has outlived its original
context, becoming a fixture of internet
culture, classroom humor, and literary
lore. It reminds us that creativity is not
about the final product but the journey.

Hemingway, but he is a writer
nonetheless—a beagle with a dream and
a very stormy night to inspire him.

So the next time you sit down to write,
whether under a clear sky or a
thundercloud, remember the beagle on
his doghouse. His novel remains
unwritten, but his story is eternal. It was
a dark and stormy night, and that was
just the beginning.



