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TRANSFORMING CUSTOM COURSE MATERIALS WITH
CENGAGE SOLUTION BUILDER

In  today’s  rapidly  evolving  educational  landscape,  instructors
face the growing challenge of providing students with learning
materials  that  are  both  relevant  and  engaging.  Off-the-shelf
textbooks, while convenient, often fail to align perfectly with a
specific syllabus, course pace, or institutional learning objectives.
This gap between standardized content and unique classroom
needs  has  driven  a  demand  for  more  flexible,  customizable
solutions.  Enter  the  Cengage  Solution  Builder,  a  powerful
platform that empowers educators to design, curate, and deliver
bespoke  course  materials.  Instead  of  forcing  a  course  to  fit  a
textbook, the Cengage Solution Builder allows the textbook to fit
the  course,  creating  a  seamless  and  highly  effective  learning
experience.
This  article  serves as a  deep dive into the Cengage Solution
Builder,  exploring its  core functionalities,  the tangible benefits it
offers to both faculty and students, and the strategic advantages
it provides in an era of digital-first education. Whether you are a
seasoned  professor  looking  to  refresh  your  curriculum or  an
administrator  seeking  cost-effective  alternatives  to  traditional
publishing, understanding this tool is essential for staying at the
forefront of pedagogical innovation.

WHAT IS THE CENGAGE SOLUTION BUILDER?

At  its  core,  the Cengage Solution Builder  is  a  digital  content
customization  platform.  It  is  designed  to  give  educators
unprecedented control over their instructional materials. Rather
than adopting a static, pre-packaged textbook, instructors can
use this tool to assemble their ideal course resource by selecting,
arranging,  and  modifying  content  from  Cengage’s  extensive
library of trusted educational content.
The platform functions as a digital builder, allowing users to mix
and match chapters from various Cengage textbooks, incorporate
their own original materials (such as lecture notes, case studies,
or lab manuals), and integrate multimedia elements. The result is
a  custom "solution"  that  aligns  perfectly  with  the instructor’s
teaching style and the specific learning outcomes of  the course.
Importantly, this customization is not limited to content selection;
it extends to the format and delivery, with options for print-on-
demand, digital e-books, or a hybrid of both.

A New Paradigm in
Textbook Adoption
Traditional  textbook  adoption  is  often  a  compromise.  An
instructor reviews several available texts and chooses the one
that "mostly" fits. This process inevitably leaves gaps or includes
superfluous  chapters.  The  Cengage  Solution  Builder  eliminates
this compromise. It shifts the model from "adopt and adapt" to
"design and deploy." Instructors become active architects of their
course materials, ensuring that every chapter, every example,
and every assessment directly supports the course's objectives.
This level of bespoke curation is a significant departure from the

one-size-fits-all  approach  that  has  dominated  higher  education
publishing  for  decades.

KEY FEATURES AND CAPABILITIES OF THE PLATFORM

To fully appreciate the value of the Cengage Solution Builder, it is
important to understand its specific features. The platform is not
merely  a  digital  repository;  it  is  a  sophisticated  construction
toolkit.

Content Selection and
Curation
The most fundamental feature is the ability to browse and select
content from a vast library of Cengage publications. Instructors
can pull individual chapters, sections, or even specific pages from
different  textbooks.  This  granularity  is  crucial.  For  example,  a
professor teaching a course on "Organizational Behavior" might
select  the  chapters  on  motivation  from  one  textbook,  the
chapters  on group dynamics  from another,  and a  case study
appendix  from  a  third.  This  curated  collection  becomes  the
foundation of the new custom textbook.

Integration of Instructor-
Created Materials
The Cengage Solution Builder allows for the seamless integration
of original content. Instructors can easily upload their own PDFs,
Word  documents,  PowerPoint  presentations,  and  other  digital
assets.  This  means  that  course-specific  materials—such  as  a
unique  syllabus,  a  set  of  lecture  notes,  original  case  studies
based on local industry, or supplemental lab instructions—can be
bound directly into the custom textbook. This feature ensures
that the final product is a true reflection of the course, not just a
re-packaging of existing content.

Seamless Digital
Integration and LMS
Compatibility
In the modern classroom, digital  integration is non-negotiable.
Custom solutions created through the Cengage Solution Builder
are  designed  for  compatibility  with  Learning  Management
Systems (LMS) like Canvas, Blackboard, and Moodle. This means
student  progress,  quiz  scores,  and  engagement  data  can  flow
seamlessly between the custom textbook and the course's digital
gradebook.  Furthermore,  the  digital  version  often  includes
powerful analytics that allow instructors to see which sections
students are spending the most time on,  identifying potential
problem areas in the curriculum.
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Flexible Format and
Delivery Options
The  platform  recognizes  that  different  students  and  institutions
have different needs. Therefore, it offers flexible delivery options.
The final product can be delivered as a high-quality, color-printed
textbook (print-on-demand), a digital e-book accessible on any
device,  or  a  combination  of  both.  This  "anywhere,  anytime"
accessibility is vital for supporting diverse learning environments,
including fully online, hybrid, and traditional face-to-face courses.

THE WORKFLOW: HOW TO BUILD A CUSTOM
SOLUTION

The process of creating a custom textbook using the Cengage
Solution Builder is designed to be intuitive and efficient. While the
specific  interface  may  evolve,  the  general  workflow  follows  a
clear  and  logical  path.

Initiate a Project: An instructor begins by creating a new1.
project within the platform. This typically involves providing
basic course information, such as the course name, code,
and expected enrollment.
Select Core Content: The instructor then searches the2.
Cengage content library. They can browse by subject,
author, or ISBN to find textbooks relevant to their field.
From these textbooks, they select specific chapters or
sections to include in their custom solution.
Add Original Materials: At this stage, the instructor3.
uploads their own content. The platform usually supports
common file formats and provides a simple interface for
organizing these materials into the book's table of
contents. The instructor can decide where their original
content appears relative to the sourced chapters.
Organize and Sequence: Using a drag-and-drop4.
interface, the instructor arranges the selected content into
a logical order. They can create parts, sections, and
chapters, mirroring the flow of their semester. This is where
the textbook begins to take the shape of the syllabus.
Review and Preview: Before finalizing, the instructor can5.
preview the book in its intended format. This allows them
to check pagination, ensure the flow is logical, and verify
that all uploaded materials appear correctly. A peer or
department chair can also be invited to review the draft.
Submit for Production: Once the review is complete, the6.
project is submitted to Cengage for production. For print
orders, this triggers the print-on-demand process. For
digital orders, the e-book is generated and made accessible
through the Cengage platform.
Distribution to Students: Students purchase access to7.
the custom solution just as they would a traditional
textbook, often at a significantly lower cost. The instructor
provides them with a link or code to access the digital
version or order a print copy.

TANGIBLE BENEFITS FOR EDUCATORS AND
INSTITUTIONS

The value proposition of the Cengage Solution Builder extends far
beyond  simple  convenience.  It  offers  concrete  advantages  that
can positively impact teaching quality and institutional efficiency.

Perfect Alignment with
Syllabus and Learning
Objectives
This  is  the  most  significant  benefit.  When  the  textbook  is  built
from the syllabus, rather than the other way around, there is a
direct correlation between what is taught in class and what is
read  at  home.  This  alignment  reduces  student  confusion,
improves preparation for lectures, and ensures that assessments
are directly supported by the assigned readings.

Significant Cost Reduction
for Students
The  high  cost  of  textbooks  is  a  well-documented  barrier  to
student success. By creating a custom solution, instructors can
often  reduce  the  cost  significantly.  Students  pay  only  for  the
content they actually need, rather than a full, expensive textbook
containing chapters that will never be assigned. Many institutions
report  that  custom solutions  are  40-60% less  expensive than
traditional textbooks.

Increased Relevance and
Currency of Content
The Cengage Solution Builder allows instructors to be agile. If a
major event occurs that is relevant to the course (e.g., a new
business  law  ruling,  a  significant  scientific  discovery),  the
instructor can quickly update their custom solution for the next
semester.  This  ensures  the  curriculum  stays  current  without
waiting for a new edition of a traditional textbook.

Enhanced Student
Engagement and
Satisfaction
Students respond positively when they perceive that materials
are designed specifically for their course. A custom textbook that
includes local case studies, relevant examples, and a streamlined
table of contents demonstrates that the instructor has invested in
their  learning.  This  can  lead  to  higher  engagement,  better
preparation, and improved course evaluations.

REAL-WORLD USE CASES AND APPLICATIONS

The power of  the Cengage Solution Builder  is  best  illustrated
through  practical  examples  of  how  it  is  being  used  across
different disciplines.

Case Study: The "Lean"
Business Course
A business school professor teaching "Entrepreneurship" found
that  traditional  textbooks  included  too  much  theory  and  not
enough practical application for a one-semester course. Using the
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Solution Builder, she selected only the core chapters on business
planning  and  venture  funding  from two  different  textbooks.  She
then  added  her  own  collection  of  success  stories  from local
startups, a semester-long project template she had developed
over years of teaching, and a series of short video interviews with
alumni entrepreneurs. The resulting custom solution was lean,
focused, and highly engaging for her students. The cost dropped
from $180 to $68.

Case Study: Streamlining a
Multi-Section Biology
Course
The biology department at a large university was struggling with
consistency across multiple sections of "Introduction to Biology."
Each instructor was using a different textbook, leading to uneven
coverage  of  core  concepts.  The  department  chair  used  the
Cengage Solution Builder  to  create a  "core"  custom textbook
containing  all  the  fundamental  chapters  required  for  every
section. This ensured a unified baseline of knowledge. Individual
instructors were then allowed to add a "custom chapter" to the
end  of  the  book,  containing  materials  specific  to  their  section's
focus (e.g., marine biology for one section, botany for another).
This created consistency without sacrificing academic freedom.

COMPARING CUSTOM SOLUTIONS TO TRADITIONAL
TEXTBOOKS

Feature Traditional
Textbook

Cengage Solution
Builder (Custom)

Content
Relevance

General, one-size-fits-
all

Highly specific,
syllabus-aligned

Cost to Student Often high ($150-
$300)

Typically lower ($40-
$100)

Currency of
Content

Static until next
edition (3-5 years)

Can be updated each
semester

Instructor Input Passive (choosing
from options)

Active (designing the
material)

Integration of
Own Materials Not possible Seamless

Pedagogical Fit Compromise Optimized

BEST PRACTICES FOR MAXIMIZING THE PLATFORM

To get the most out of the Cengage Solution Builder, instructors
should approach the process strategically. Here are some best
practices to consider.

Start with Your Syllabus: Your syllabus is the blueprint.
Before you open the builder, outline exactly what students
need to know and in what order. This will guide your
content selection and prevent you from adding
unnecessary material.
Be Selective, Not Exhaustive: The temptation might be
to include everything that is "important." Resist this. The
goal is a focused, manageable text. A book that is too long
will overwhelm students. Prioritize core concepts over
encyclopedic coverage.
Incorporate Diverse Media: Take advantage of the
ability to integrate videos, simulations, and interactive
elements into the digital version. This caters to different
learning styles and can explain complex concepts more
effectively than text alone.
Solicit Student Feedback: After the first semester of
using your custom solution, ask students for feedback.
Which chapters were most helpful? What was confusing?
Were there any missing topics? Use this input to refine your
solution for the next cohort.
Collaborate with Colleagues: If you teach a course that
is also taught by other faculty, consider collaborating on a
shared custom core. This reduces individual workload and
ensures consistency across sections.
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