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MASTERING THE
GROOVE: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO TAKIN IT TO
THE STREETS
CHORDS

Few songs capture the
warm, soulful  pulse of
1 9 7 0 s  r o c k  a s
effortlessly  as  the
Doob ie  B ro the rs '
classic,  Takin'  It  to
the Streets. Released
in  1976,  this  track
marked  a  significant
turning  point  for  the
band,  ushering  in  the
smooth,  R&B-infused
sound  tha t  wou ld
define  their  later  work.
For  gui tar ists  and

keyboardists  alike,
learning  the  Takin  It
T o  T h e  S t r e e t s
chords  i s  not  just
about  memorizing  a
sequence  of  notes—it
is about understanding
a  r i ch  tapest ry  o f
harmonic  movement,
rhythmic  feel,  and
emotional  storytelling.
Whether  you  are  a
beginner  looking  to
expand your repertoire
or  an  exper ienced
player seeking to refine
y o u r  t o u c h ,  t h i s
comprehensive  guide
will  take  you  through
e v e r y  c h o r d ,
p rogress ion ,  and
nuance  you  need  to
play this timeless song
with  authenticity  and
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confidence.

THE STORY
BEHIND THE SONG:
WHY THE CHORDS
MATTER

Written  by  Michael
McDonald, Takin' It to
the  Streets  was  a
departure  from  the
band's  earlier,  more
straightforward  rock
sound.  McDonald's
background in soul and
gospel music brought a
new  sophistication  to
the  band's  harmony.
The Takin It  To The
Streets chords reflect
this  shift  beautifully,
incorporating extended
harmonies,  smooth
voice  leading,  and  a
l a i d - b a c k  y e t
purposeful  groove.
Understanding  the
context  of  the  song
helps you approach the
chords  with  the  right
emotional  intent—this
i s  mus ic  meant  to
soothe, to uplift, and to

connect.
The chord progression
forms the backbone of
the  song 's  gent le
urgency. It moves with
a logic that feels both
natural  and  inspired.
For  many  guitarists,
t h i s  t r a c k  i s  a
wonderful  entry  point
into  jazz-influenced
pop-rock,  offering
chords  that  sound
c o m p l e x  b u t  a r e
surprisingly  accessible
once  you  break  them
down.

THE CORE
PROGRESSION:
BREAKING DOWN
THE TAKIN IT TO
THE STREETS
CHORDS

At its heart, the song is
built around a few key
chord  families.  The
primary key is F major,
bu t  the  ha rmon ic
richness  comes  from
the  use  of  seventh
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chords  and  subt le
chromatic  movements.
L e t ' s  l o o k  a t  t h e
essential  chords  you
will  encounter.

Verse
Chords:
The
Soulful
Foundatio
n
The  verse  progression
is  where  the  magic
t r u l y  b e g i n s .  I t
establishes  a  warm,
inviting  atmosphere.
The  main  chords  you
will  need  are  Fmaj7,
Gm7, C7, Am7, Dm7,
and  Bb.  Here  is  how
they  typically  flow  in
the  verse  section:

Fmaj7 – A lush,

open chord that
sets the
reflective tone.
Gm7 – Adds a
gentle lift,
creating a sense
of movement.
C7 – The
dominant chord
that pulls toward
the relative
minor.
Am7 –
Introduces a
slightly darker
color, deepening
the emotional
palette.
Dm7 – The
subdominant
minor, a
signature sound
in McDonald's
writing.
Bb – Returns the
ear to the major
key, offering
resolution.

This sequence repeats
with  subtle  variations.
The Takin It  To The
Streets chords in the
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verse  are  not  static;
they  b rea the  and
respond  to  the  vocal
m e l o d y .  W h e n
practicing,  pay  close
attention to how each
chord  transitions  into
the next. The goal is to
make  the  changes
smooth  and  almost
imperceptible.

Chorus
Chords:
Lifting
the
Energy
The  chorus  opens  up
t h e  h a r m o n i c
landscape.  Here,  the
chord  progression
b e c o m e s  m o r e
d e c l a r a t i v e .  T h e
primary chords shift to
highl ight  Bb ,  C ,  F ,
Dm7,  Gm7,  and  C7.

The chorus feels like a
release,  a  moment
where the music rises
to  meet  the  hopeful
message of the lyrics.

Start on Bb to1.
establish a new
tonal center for a
moment.
Move to C to2.
build tension.
Land on F, the3.
tonic, creating a
satisfying
resolution.
Descend through4.
Dm7 and Gm7
to add depth.
Return to C7 to5.
set up the next
loop.

T h i s  s e q u e n c e  i s
repeated  mult ip le
t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h e
chorus.  The  Takin  It
T o  T h e  S t r e e t s
chords  in this section
are  powerful  because
t h e y  a r e  b o t h
p r e d i c t a b l e  a n d
surprising—predictable
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in  their  funct ional
harmony,  surprising in
the  emotional  weight
they  carry.

Bridge
and
Instrume
ntal
Sections
The  bridge  introduces
a  s l i g h t l y  m o r e
complex  harmonic
journey.  Chords  like
Ebmaj7,  Ab,  and  Db
m a y  a p p e a r ,
depend ing  on  the
arrangement  you  are
learning. These chords
a d d  a  t o u c h  o f
sophistication  and
provide  a  contrast  to
the  relative  simplicity
o f  t h e  v e r s e  a n d
chorus .  I f  you  are
playing  with  a  band,

the  i ns t rumenta l
sections  often  feature
tasteful  soloing  over
the  core  Takin It  To
The  Streets  chords,
allowing  the  rhythm
section  to  lock  into  a
deep groove.

ESSENTIAL CHORD
VOICINGS FOR
GUITAR AND
KEYBOARD

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
rewarding  aspects  of
learning  Takin  It  To
The Streets chords is
d i s c o v e r i n g  t h e
beautiful  voicings  that
make  the  song  shine.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
recommended voicings
for  guitarists,  though
keyboardists  will  find
t h e s e  s h a p e s
illuminating as well.

Guitar
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Voicings:
Smooth

and Open
For the verse, consider
using these positions:

Fmaj7 (x87500)
– A rich, jazz-
inflected voicing
that avoids the
open low E
string.
Gm7 (3x333x) –
A compact shape
that retains
clarity.
C7 (x32310) –
The classic
dominant
seventh, crisp
and clear.
Am7 (5x555x) –
Similar in
structure to the
Gm7, transposed
up.
Dm7 (x57565) –
A stretch, but

worth the effort
for its full sound.
Bb (x13331) or
(6x666x) – The
barre chord
version works
well here.

Using  these  voicings,
the  Takin  It  To  The
Streets  chords  ring
out  with  clarity  and
s u s t a i n .  C a p o
p l a c e m e n t  i s  n o t
typically  used  for  this
song  in  the  original
key, but if you need to
adjust  for  your  vocal
range,  a  capo  on  the
1st  fret  transposes
everything  up  a  half
step,  which  can  be
helpful.

Keyboard
Voicings:
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Rootless
and

Elegant
Keyboardists  will  find
that  rootless  voicings
work beautifully for this
song.  For  example,
playing an Fmaj7 as E-
A-C-F (from bottom to
top) creates a smooth,
vocal-like  texture.  The
T a k i n  I t  T o  T h e
Streets  chords  on
keys often benefit from
leaving out the root in
the  l e f t  hand  and
letting the bass player
cover it. This allows the
harmonic  color  of  the
7ths and extensions to
shine through.

STRUMMING
PATTERNS AND
RHYTHM: FINDING
THE GROOVE

Chords alone are only

half  the  story.  The
rhythm of Takin It To
T h e  S t r e e t s  i s
essential to its identity.
The  song  s i t s  in  a
comfortable  4/4  time
signature with a strong
backbeat.  The  groove
is relaxed but precise,
leaning into the pocket
rather than rushing.
F o r  g u i t a r i s t s ,  a
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f
downs t rokes  and
gentle upstrokes works
best.  Focus  on  the  2
and 4  beats  for  your
strumming emphasis. A
common pattern is:

Beat 1:
Downstroke
(bass note only,
let it ring)
Beat 2:
Downstroke (full
chord)
Beat 3: Upstroke
(light, partial
strum)
Beat 4:
Downstroke (full
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chord, with
emphasis)

This pattern creates a
syncopated,  breathing
feel  that  sui ts  the
T a k i n  I t  T o  T h e
S t r e e t s  c h o r d s
per fec t l y .  As  you
b e c o m e  m o r e
c o m f o r t a b l e ,
e x p e r i m e n t  w i t h
muting  the  str ings
slightly with your palm
to  create  a  tighter,
m o r e  p e r c u s s i v e
sound.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
THEM

When  learning  the
T a k i n  I t  T o  T h e
Streets chords,  even
experienced  players
can stumble into a few
common traps. Here is
what to watch out for.

Rushing
the
Changes
The song has a relaxed
tempo.  Many  learners
instinctively  speed  up
during  the  chorus.
P r a c t i c e  w i t h  a
metronome  set  to
80-90  BPM.  Focus  on
landing each Takin It
To The Streets chord
exactly  on  the  beat,
not before it.  Patience
is your best teacher.

Stiff
Voicings
Using  barre  chords
exclusively  can  make
the  song  sound  rigid.
The  original  recording
has a fluid,  almost airy
quality.  Incorporate
open  voic ings  and



Takin It To The Streets Chords 9

9

partial  chords  where
possible. Let the notes
breathe.  The Takin It
T o  T h e  S t r e e t s
chords  t h r i ve  on
space,  not  density.

Ignoring
Dynamics
This  song  is  about
subtlety. Playing every
chord  at  full  volume
robs it of its emotional
arc. The verses should
be  noticeably  quieter
and  more  int imate
than  the  chorus.  Use
your  picking  hand  to
control  the  volume.
Swell  into  the  chorus
for maximum impact.

PRACTICE TIPS
FOR MASTERING
THE SONG

Breaking your practice
into focused segments
wi l l  y ie ld  the  best
resu l t s .  Here  i s  a

structured approach to
mastering the Takin It
T o  T h e  S t r e e t s
chords .

Segment
1: Chord
Transition
s (Days
1-3)
W o r k  o n  m o v i n g
between  each  pair  of
chords  smoothly.  For
example,  pract ice
F m a j 7  t o  G m 7
repeatedly  until  you
can make the  change
without looking. Do this
for  every  transition  in
the verse and chorus.

Segment
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2:
Strummin
g with a
Metrono
me (Days

4-6)
Add  the  strumming
pattern while keeping a
steady  beat.  Start  at
70 BPM. Increase by 5
BPM only when you can
play  ten  repetitions
without  error.  The
T a k i n  I t  T o  T h e
S t r e e t s  c h o r d s
should feel automatic.

Segment
3: Play

Along
with the
Recordin
g (Days
7-10)
Once  you  have  the
chords  and  rhythm
solid,  play  along  with
the original track. Use
it  as  your  guide  for
phrasing,  dynamics,
and feel. Listen to how
Michael  McDonald's
v o c a l  p h r a s i n g
interacts  with  the
chord  changes—this
will  teach  you  about
musical conversation.

ADAPTING THE
CHORDS FOR SOLO
PERFORMANCE

If you are playing solo,
you may need to adapt
the  Takin  It  To  The
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Streets  chords  to  fill
more  sonic  space.
Consider  incorporating
a  fingerpicking  style
t h a t  a l t e r n a t e s
between  bass  notes
and  the  upper  chord
tones.  This  gives  the
impression  of  multiple
instruments playing at
once.
Another  effective
technique  is  to  add
passing  chords.  For
instance,  between  C7
and  Am7,  you  might
insert  a  C#dim  to
create  a  chromatic
slide. This is a common
jazz  device  that  adds
sophistication  without
disrupting the flow. The
T a k i n  I t  T o  T h e
Streets  chords  are
flexible  enough  to
accommodate  such
embellishments.

RESOURCES FOR
FURTHER
LEARNING
T o  d e e p e n  y o u r
understanding  of  the
T a k i n  I t  T o  T h e
Streets  chords ,
consider  exploring
these  resources:

Ultimate Guitar
– Offers multiple
user-generated
transcriptions
with different
voicings.
YouTube
tutorial videos
– Many guitar
teachers break
down the song
section by
section.
Sheet music
books – The
official songbook
for the Doobie


