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UNLOCKING
SCRIPTURE: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE TO THE SDA
BIBLE
COMMENTARY

For students of the
Bible, the journey from
reading a passage to
understanding its full
depth can be daunting.
Ancient languages,
historical contexts, and
cultural nuances often
lie just beneath the
surface of the English
text. For Seventh-day
Adventist Christians
and serious Bible
scholars worldwide,
one resource has stood

as a beacon of clarity
for decades: the SDA
Bible Commentary.
This multi-volume work
is more than just a
reference book; it is a
carefully constructed
theological and
historical guide
designed to illuminate
the Scriptures from a
unique, prophetic
perspective. In this
comprehensive guide,
we will explore the
purpose, structure,
history, and enduring

value of this
monumental series,
helping you

understand why it
remains an essential
tool for anyone seeking
to deepen their biblical
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knowledge.

What is
the SDA
Bible
Comment
ary?

Officially titled
Seventh-day
Adventist Bible
Commentary, this
work is a verse-by-
verse exposition of the
entire Bible. Its primary
purpose is to provide a
thorough, scholarly
explanation of the
biblical text while
remaining rooted in the
fundamental beliefs
and theological
perspective of the
Seventh-day Adventist
Church. Unlike a simple
devotional book, the
Commentary delves

the

into the original Greek
and Hebrew languages,
examines
archaeological
findings, and reconciles
difficult passages. It is
designed to be a
definitive resource for
pastors, teachers, and
lay members who want
to move beyond a
superficial reading of
the Bible.

The Commentary is
built on a principle
central to Adventist
theology: the great
controversy between
Christ and Satan. This
unique lens views all of
Scripture as a unified
narrative of God's
redemptive plan,
highlighting themes of
judgment, sanctuary
doctrine, the state of
the dead, and the
soon-coming return of
Jesus. This perspective
gives the Commentary
a distinctive voice
among biblical
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reference works.

The
History
and
Develop
ment of
the
Comment
ary

The need for a
comprehensive,

church-sanctioned
commentary became
apparent in the early
20th century. Earlier
Adventist scholars had
produced various
quarterlies and study
guides, but there was
no unified, extensive
exposition of the entire

canon. The project was
formally launched in
the 1940s, a
monumental
undertaking that
required the
collaboration of dozens
of theologians,
archaeologists,
historians, and
language specialists.

Under the direction of
the Ellen G. White
Estate and the General
Conference of Seventh-
day Adventists, the

first  volumes were
published in the 1950s.
The original set

consisted of seven
volumes, covering the

Oold and New
Testaments. A crucial,
and somewhat

controversial, addition
was a separate volume
containing extensive
indexes, maps, and a
complete concordance
to the writings of Ellen
G. White, which are
considered by the



church to be inspired
counsel.

In the early 21st
century, recognizing
that scholarship had
advanced and that a
new generation of
readers needed
updated resources, the
church undertook a
massive revision. This
resulted in the SDA
Bible Commentary,
Revised Edition. The
revised version
updated archaeological
information, engaged
with modern critical
scholarship, and
adjusted the language
for contemporary
readers while
preserving the core
theological integrity of
the original. This new
edition, completed in
the 2010s, also
became available in
digital formats, making
it easier than ever to
access.

Structure
and Key
Features

To effectively use the
SDA Bible
Commentary, it is
essential to understand
its structure. The
Commentary is not
simply a collection of
scholarly essays; it is a
highly organized tool
designed for practical
study.

* Verse-by-Verse
Exposition: The
core of the
Commentary is
its detailed
treatment of
each chapter and
verse. Passages
are broken down,
and difficult
words or
concepts are
explained in the

4 Sda Bible Commentary

2023-10-03



Sda Bible Commentary 5

context of the
original
language.
Introduction to
Each Book:
Every biblical
book begins with
an extensive
introduction. This
section covers
authorship, date,
historical
background,
theological
themes, and a
brief outline. This
is incredibly
valuable for
setting the stage
before diving into
the text.
Special
Articles:
Strategically
placed
throughout the
volumes are
lengthy articles
on major biblical
and theological
topics. These
essays cover

subjects like "The
Sanctuary," "The
Law of God,"
"The Prophetic
Gift," and "The
History of the
Hebrew People."
These articles
synthesize
biblical teaching
on a given topic
from across the
entire canon.
Marginal
References and
Maps: The
Commentary is
rich with cross-
references,
allowing the
reader to see
how one passage
connects to
another. Detailed
maps and charts
also help to
visualize the
geography and
chronology of the
biblical story.
The EGW
Index: This is a



unique feature of
the original set.
It is @ massive
index that
connects specific
biblical passages
to comments
made by Ellen G.
White. This
allows the reader
to see how
inspired counsel
illuminates the
biblical text.

How to
Use the
SDA Bible
Comment
ary
Effectivel

Many people own a
commentary but fail to
use it to its full
potential. The SDA
Bible Commentary is a
tool, and knowing how
to wield it can
transform your
personal study.

1. Start with
Prayer: The Holy
Spirit is the
ultimate teacher.
Begin any study
session by asking
for discernment
and
understanding.

2. Read the
Biblical Text
First: Before you
consult any
commentary,
read the passage
from the Bible
itself. Form your
own initial
impressions,
questions, and
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observations.

. Consult the
Introduction: If
you are studying
a new book, start
with the
introduction in
the Commentary.
Understanding
the author,
audience, and
historical setting
is crucial for
accurate
interpretation.

. Focus on
Difficult
Verses: You
don't need to
read every single
word of the
Commentary.
Useitasa
reference. When
you encounter a
verse that is
confusing, seems
contradictory, or
raises a deep
question, turn to
the Commentary
for clarification.

5. Follow the

Cross-
References:
The marginal
references are a
goldmine. When
the Commentary
notes that a
verse in Daniel
ties to a verse in
Revelation,
follow that link.
This practice
reveals the unity
of Scripture that
the Commentary
seeks to
demonstrate.

. Use the Index

for Topical
Study: If you are
studying a
specific topic like
"justification by
faith" or "the
millennium," use
the index at the
back of the
volume (or the
online search
function) to find
all the passages



where the
Commentary
discusses that
theme.

Strengths
and
Unique
Contributi
ons

The SDA Bible
Commentary offers
several distinct

advantages that set it
apart from other
biblical reference
works.

1. Prophetic Clarity:
The Commentary
excels in its treatment
of the prophetic books
of Daniel and
Revelation. It presents
a historicist
interpretation,

meaning it sees the
symbols in these books
as representing actual
historical events from
the time of the prophet
until the end of time.
This provides a
coherent and
compelling narrative of
world history from a
biblical perspective.

2. Scriptural
Coherence: Adventist
theology stresses the
harmony of all
Scripture. The
Commentary
consistently shows how
the Old and New
Testaments are
interwoven. It
demonstrates how the
sanctuary service in
Leviticus prefigures the
ministry of Jesus in
Hebrews and how the
covenant with
Abraham is fulfilled in
the New Testament
church.

3. Doctrinal Depth:
For those who want to
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understand the "why"

behind specific
doctrines like the
Sabbath, the state of
the dead, or the

investigative judgment,
this Commentary is
unmatched. It provides
the biblical foundation
for these teachings in a
systematic and logical
way.

4. Scholarly Rigor
with Devotional
Heart: The
Commentary is a work
of serious scholarship,
but it is not cold or
academic. Its ultimate
goal is to draw the
reader closer to God.
The expositions often
end with a practical
application or a
statement of faith,
reminding the reader
that the Bible is not
just a history book but
a living guide for life.

Considera
tions and
Criticisms

While an invaluable

resource, it is
important to approach
the SDA Bible

Commentary with a
clear understanding of
its nature.

First, it is a
denominational
commentary. It
interprets Scripture
through the lens of
Seventh-day Adventist
theology. This is one of
its greatest strengths
for those who share
that perspective, but it
also means that it
should be read with an
awareness of its
presuppositions. It is
not a neutral, critical
commentary; it is a
confessional work.



Second, some critics
argue that the
Commentary can, at
times, be overly reliant
on the writings of Ellen
G. White to settle
interpretive questions.
While her writings are
highly valued within
the church, students of
the Bible should always
ensure that the Bible
itself remains the final
authority. It is best to
see the Commentary
and the EGW Index as
helps but not as
replacements for
personal study.

Third, because the
original set was written
in the mid-20th
century, some of its
language and cultural
assumptions can feel
dated. The Revised
Edition has largely
addressed this, but it is
a factor to consider
when reading earlier
printings.
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The SDA
Bible
Comment
ary in the
Digital
Age

Today, accessing the
SDA Bible Commentary
is easier than ever. The
full text of the Revised
Edition is available in
several digital formats,
including:

e Adventist Bible
Study
Software:
Programs like
Logos Bible
Software offer
the Commentary
as a module,
allowing for deep
integration with
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Greek and
Hebrew tools.
Mobile Apps:
There are several
official and third-
party mobile
applications that
allow you to
carry the entire
Commentary in
your pocket.
Online
Libraries: A
number of official
church websites
provide access to
the Commentary,
making it
available for free
or by
subscription.

The digital edition has
revolutionized how
scholars and lay
members use the
Commentary. You can
now instantly search
across all volumes for a
single word or phrase,
compare notes, and
easily copy citations.
This has made the
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Commentary a more
dynamic and
accessible tool than
ever before.

Conclusio
n: A
Lasting
Legacy
for Bible
Study

The SDA Bible
Commentary remains
one of the most
significant

contributions to biblical
scholarship produced
in the 20th century and
revised for the 21st. It
is @ monumental work
of faith, patience, and
intellectual rigor. For
the Seventh-day
Adventist community,



it is a foundational
resource that helps to

ensure doctrinal
consistency and a
deep, shared

understanding of the
Bible.

For anyone—Adventist
or otherwise—who is
serious about
understanding the
Bible from a coherent,
prophetic, and Christ-
centered perspective,
this Commentary is an
investment worth
making. It does not
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provide all the
answers, but it
provides a reliable map
for the journey. It
encourages the reader
not simply to learn
about the Bible, but to
know the God of the
Bible. Whether you are
a pastor preparing a
sermon, a teacher
leading a small group,
or a student sitting
alone with your Bible,
the SDA Bible
Commentary stands
ready to guide you
deeper into the Word.
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