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DISCOVER THE
UNIQUE WILDLIFE
DOWN UNDER: A
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AUSTRALIAN
ANIMALS ATO Z

Australia is renowned
for its extraordinary
biodiversity, with a
vast array of animals
found nowhere else on
Earth. From the iconic
kangaroo to the elusive
platypus, the
continent's isolation
has spawned a
menagerie of creatures
that captivate
scientists, nature
lovers, and travelers

alike. Whether you are
planning a trip,
researching wildlife, or
simply curious about
the land down under,
this comprehensive list
of Australian animals
from A to Z will guide
you through the most

fascinating species.
We’ll explore their
habitats, unique

adaptations, and
conservation status,
ensuring you come
away with a richer
understanding of

Australia's natural
heritage.

A - AUSTRALIAN
ANIMALS

STARTING WITH A



https://www.everybodystreet.com/

Antechin
us

The antechinus is a
small, carnivorous
marsupial often
mistaken for a mouse.
Found along the
eastern coast, these
creatures are known
for their frenzied
mating season, which
is so intense that
males die from stress
and exhaustion shortly

after. Their diet
consists of insects and
small vertebrates,

making them crucial
for controlling pest
populations in forests
and woodlands.

Archerfis
h

Named for their
remarkable hunting
technique, archerfish

shoot jets of water
from their mouths to
knock insects off
overhanging branches.
Native to northern
Australia's estuaries
and rivers, these fish
are a marvel of
precision and
adaptation. They can
accurately target prey
up to 1.5 meters away,
adjusting for light
refraction at the
water's surface.

B - ICONIC
AUSTRALIAN
ANIMALS
BEGINNING WITH B

Bandicoot

Bandicoots

medium-sized
marsupials that play a
vital role in soil
aeration through their
foraging habits. With
pointed snouts and
hunched backs, they
dig for insects, fungi,

are
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and plant roots. The
southern brown
bandicoot and the
endangered eastern
barred bandicoot are
representative
examples. Their
decline is largely due
to habitat loss and
predation by feral cats
and foxes.

Bilby

One of Australia's most
celebrated native
animals, the bilby is a
long-eared marsupial
that has become a
symbol of Easter.
Unlike rabbits, bilbies
build complex burrows
for shelter and have a
diet of seeds, insects,
and bulbs. Once
widespread across arid
and semi-arid regions,
bilbies are now
threatened and subject
to intensive
conservation breeding
programs.

Box
Jellyfish

Though not a creature
you'd want to
encounter while
swimming, the box
jellyfish (Chironex
fleckeri) is one of the
most venomous marine
animals in the world.
Found in tropical
waters off northern
Australia, its tentacles
deliver a toxin that can
cause cardiac arrest in
minutes. Despite the
danger, these jellyfish
play a role in ocean
ecosystems as
predators of small fish
and crustaceans.

C - CREATURES
FROM CTO
CAMOUFLAGE




Cassowar
y

The southern
cassowary is a large,
flightless bird with a
striking blue neck and
a helmet-like casque
on its head. This
"rainforest gardener"
disperses the seeds of
over 100 species of

plants, making it
essential for tropical
forest health.

Cassowaries are
powerful and can be
dangerous if provoked,
but they typically avoid
humans. They are
listed as endangered in
Queensland.

Common
Wombat

Wombats are
burrowing marsupials
known for their cube-

shaped droppings—an
unusual adaptation
that prevents the feces
from rolling away,
marking territory more
effectively. The
common wombat is
found in forests and
grasslands of
southeastern Australia.
Its powerful claws and
backward-facing pouch
protect the young from
dirt while digging.

Croaking
Frog

Also known as the
wailing frog or croaking
ground frog, this
amphibian is native to
coastal New South
Wales. Its distinct call
sounds like a repetitive
“creak," hence the
name. These frogs are
active after rain and
breed in temporary
ponds. Like many
Australian frogs, they
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face threats from
climate change and
chytrid fungus.

D - DINGOES AND
DUCK-BILLED
WONDERS

Dingo

The dingo is Australia's
wild dog, introduced
some 4,000 years ago
by Asian seafarers. As
a top predator, dingoes
help control
populations of
kangaroos and feral
animals. Found across
mainland Australia,
they are wild canids
with a strict social
structure. Dingoes can
interbreed with
domestic dogs, which
dilutes their genetic
purity, a major
conservation concern.

Duck-
Billed
Platypus

Perhaps the most
iconic Australian
animal, the platypus is
a monotreme (egg-
laying mammal) that
defies easy
classification. With a
bill like a duck, a tail
like a beaver, and
webbed feet, this
creature is a true
evolutionary oddity.
The male platypus also
has a venomous spur
on its hind leg, capable
of delivering
excruciating pain to
predators. Platypuses
inhabit freshwater
streams and rivers in
eastern Australia.

E - EUCALYPTUS-




WILDLIFE

Echidna

The short-beaked
echidna is one of only
two monotremes (the
other being the
platypus). Covered in
spines and with a long,
sticky tongue, echidnas
are ant and termite
specialists. They are
widespread across
Australia, from deserts
to alpine areas. When
threatened, they roll
into a ball or dig
straight down into the
soil, leaving only their
spines exposed.

Eastern
Grey

Kangaroo

This marsupial is often
seen grazing in open
grasslands and
woodlands of eastern
Australia. Known for its
large size and powerful
hind legs, the eastern
grey kangaroo can hop
at speeds up to 70
km/h. Their social
groups, called mobs,
offer protection from
predators like dingoes
and eagles.

F - FEATHERY
FRIENDS AND FISH

Fairy
Penguin

Also known as the little
penguin, these are the
smallest penguins in
the world, standing
about 33 cm tall. Fairy
penguins are found
along the southern
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coast of Australia,
especially in Victoria
and Tasmania. They
come ashore at dusk to
return to their burrows,
creating a popular
wildlife spectacle at
places like Phillip
Island.

Frill-
Necked
Lizard

The frill-necked lizard
is instantly
recognizable by the
large collar of skin
around its neck, which
it fans out to intimidate
predators. Found in
northern Australia and
southern New Guinea,
these reptiles are tree-
dwellers and excellent
climbers. When
threatened, they run
on their hind legs to
escape into the

underbrush.

G - FROM
GOANNAS TO
GLIDERS

Greater
Glider

Australia's largest
gliding possum can
glide up to 100 meters
between trees using its
furry membrane.
Greater gliders are
nocturnal and feed
almost exclusively on
eucalyptus leaves.
They are currently
listed as vulnerable
due to logging and
habitat loss, and the
species is actually
composed of multiple
genetically distinct
forms.




Galah

The galah is a common
cockatoo with a pink
and grey plumage,
found across most of
Australia. These highly
social birds gather in
large flocks and are
known for their playful
antics. Galahs have
adapted well to human
environments and are
frequently seen in
urban parks.

H - HOPPING,
HIDING, AND
HIBERNATING

Honey
Possum

A tiny marsupial
specialized for a
nectar-based diet, the
honey possum has a
brush-tipped tongue
for lapping up pollen
and nectar. It lives in

heathlands of
southwestern Australia.
Unlike many mammals,
honey possums do not
hibernate and must
feed constantly to
survive. They are
essential pollinators for
many native plants.

Humpbac
k Whale

Every year, humpback
whales migrate from
Antarctic feeding
grounds to warm
Australian waters to
breed and give birth.
This migration,
especially along the
east and west coasts,
is @ major draw for
whale watchers.
Humpbacks are known
for their acrobatic
breaches and complex
songs.

1, ] - INDIGENOUS
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INSECTS AND stork species. It

MARSUPIALS

Inland
Taipan

Often called the "fierce
snake," the inland
taipan is the most
venomous shake in the
world by LD50 toxicity.
Found in remote, arid
regions of central
Australia, it s
extremely shy and
rarely encountered. Its
venom is a potent
neurotoxin designed to
kill mammals quickly,
though bites to
humans are rare
thanks to its reclusive
nature.

Jabiru

The Dblack-necked
stork, known locally as
the jabiru, is Australia's

inhabits wetlands and
shallow lakes in
northern Australia.
Standing over a meter
tall, it preys on fish,
frogs, and reptiles. The
jabiru is considered a
sacred bird by some
Indigenous

communities.

K - KOALAS AND
KANGAROOS

Koala

Possibly Australia's
most beloved animal,
the koala is a tree-
dwelling marsupial that

feeds almost
exclusively on
eucalyptus leaves.

Despite being called
"koala bears," they are
not bears but related
to wombats. Koalas
sleep up to 20 hours a
day to conserve energy
from their low-nutrition
diet. Major threats



include habitat
destruction, chlamydia,
and climate change.

Kookabur
ra

The laughing
kookaburra is the
largest kingfisher in
the world. Its
distinctive call—often
described as echoing
human laughter—is a
familiar sound in
Australian forests and
suburbs. Kookaburras
are carnivorous, eating
snakes, lizards, and
small mammals. They
are known for their
cooperative breeding,
where siblings help
raise young.

L - LIZARDS,
LORIKEETS, AND
THE LOCKYER'’S
FROG

10

Lace
Monitor

This large goanna can
grow up to 2 meters in
length. The lace
monitor is an arboreal
lizard that feeds on
insects, birds, and
eggs. It is known for
climbing trees and
even raiding poultry
farms. Indigenous
Australians have long
respected these
lizards, using their fat
for medicinal purposes.

Rainbow
Lorikeet

Vibrantly colored,
rainbow lorikeets are
nectar-feeding parrots
that are common along
the eastern coast.
Their diet of fruit and
nectar produces a
sticky droppings, but
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their beauty makes
them popular in
aviculture. They are
highly aggressive
toward other birds
when feeding, and can
become territorial.

M - MARSUPIAL
MOLES AND
MONOTREMES

Marsupial
Mole

Living in the sand
dunes of Central
Australia, the

marsupial mole is a
bizarre creature with
no eyes, a hardened
nose shield, and
powerful forelimbs for
tunneling. It rarely
surfaces, making it one
of the least-seen
Australian mammals.
I[ts pouch opens
backward to prevent
sand entering. These
moles feed on insects

11

and are virtually blind.

Mountain

Pygmy
Possum

This tiny marsupial is
the only Australian
mammal that
hibernates under snow.
Found in alpine regions
of Victoria and New
South Wales, the
mountain pygmy
possum is critically
endangered, with
fewer than 2,000
individuals remaining.
Climate change
threatens their habitat,
as they rely on a deep
snowpack for
insulation.

N - NIGHT
STALKERS




Numbat

The numbat is a
termite-eating

marsupial with a
striking striped back.
Unlike most
marsupials, it is
diurnal, active during

the day. Once
widespread across
southern Australia,

numbats are now
restricted to a few
protected reserves.
They have no pouch;
instead, the young
cling to the mother's
fur. Conservation
efforts include
reintroductions to
fenced areas free of
foxes.

Northern
Quoll

This carnivorous
marsupial is the size of
a small cat and is

known for its spotted
coat. Northern quolls
are threatened by the
invasive cane toad,
which is toxic when
eaten. Populations
have sharply declined,
and they are now listed
as endangered. Efforts
are underway to train
quolls to avoid eating
toads.

o -
ORNITHORHYNCHU
S AND OTHERS

Oranguta
n? No —
the
Platypus
Again

We already covered
the platypus under D,
but its scientific name,
Ornithorhynchus
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anatinus, deserves
mention. It's a constant
reminder of Australia's

unique monotremes.

Osprey

13

The osprey is a large
fish-eating raptor found
along Australian
coastlines and large
inland rivers. It builds
massive nests on cliffs
or



