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BRINGING WONDERLAND TO THE
STAGE: A COMPLETE GUIDE TO
THE ALICE IN WONDERLAND JR
SCRIPT

The  world  of  theatre  offers  few
experiences  as  magical  as  watching
young performers bring a classic story to
l i f e .  Among  the  mos t  be l oved
adaptations available for youth theatre is
the Alice In Wonderland Jr script. This
enchanting  one-hour  musical,  carefully
adapted  from  Disney's  animated  film
and  the  timeless  Lewis  Carroll  tale,
provides  a  perfect  gateway  for  young
actors  and  actresses  to  explore  the
whimsical ,  topsy-turvy  world  of
Wonderland. Whether you are a drama
teacher,  a community theatre director,
or a curious parent,  understanding the
nuances of this accessible yet ambitious
show  is  the  first  step  toward  creating  a
memorable  production.  This  guide
explores  every  aspect  of  the Alice In
Wonderland  Jr  script ,  from  its
characters and plot to practical tips for
staging and licensing, ensuring you have
all the information needed to embark on
this theatrical adventure.

WHAT IS THE ALICE IN
WONDERLAND JR SCRIPT?

The Alice In Wonderland Jr script is a
specially  adapted  version  of  the  full-
length Broadway musical, itself based on
Disney's  1951  animated  classic.  It
belongs to Music Theatre International's

(MTI) Broadway Junior collection, a series
of  show-specific  adaptations  designed
specifically  for  performance  by  middle
school  and  upper  elementary-aged
students.  The  script  condenses  the
traditional  two-act  musical  into  a
manageable  60-minute  running  time,
making it ideal for young attention spans
and  limited  rehearsal  schedules.  The
dialogue  and  song  lyrics  are  simplified
without  losing the charm,  wit,  or  core
narrat ive  of  the  or ig ina l  s tory .
Importantly, the Alice In Wonderland
Jr script retains all the beloved musical
numbers,  including  "I'm  Late,"  "The
Unbirthday  Song,"  and  "Very  Good
Advice,"  while  trimming  extraneous
scenes to create a fast-paced, engaging
theatrical experience.
Music  Theatre  International  developed
the  Broadway  Junior  series  with  the
specific  needs  of  young  performers  and
their  directors  in  mind.  The  Alice  In
Wonderland Jr script includes helpful
performance  tracks,  choreography
suggestions,  and  vocal  arrangements
that sit comfortably in young voices. The
script  avoids  overly  complex  language
and adult  themes,  focusing instead on
the adventure, curiosity, and gentle life
lessons that made the original  story a
perennial  favorite.  For  many  children,
this  show  represents  their  first
experience with a fully staged musical,
and the script  is  crafted to make that
experience both rewarding and joyful.

THE STORY BEHIND THE JUNIOR
VERSION: HOW IT DIFFERS FROM
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THE FULL MUSICAL

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland  Jr  script  requires
appreciating  how  it  differs  from  its
source material.  The full-length Disney
stage musical,  which premiered in  the
early  2010s,  runs  approximately  two
hours and includes elaborate set pieces,
a larger cast  of  minor characters,  and
more extended musical sequences. The
junior version streamlines the narrative
while preserving the essential journey of
Alice  as  she  tumbles  down the  rabbit
ho le  and  nav igates  a  se r ies  o f
increasingly  absurd  encounters.
Key  differences  in  the  Alice  In
Wonderland  Jr  script  include  the
removal  of  certain  subplots  and
secondary characters to focus the story
on Alice's central arc. For instance, the
Walrus  and  the  Carpenter  sequence,
while  charming,  is  often  omitted  or
significantly  shortened  in  the  junior
version  to  maintain  pacing.  The  script
also adjusts the order of certain scenes
to create a smoother dramatic flow. The
Cheshire  Cat's  scenes  are  condensed,
and the Queen of Hearts' tantrums are
toned  down  slightly  to  remain  playful
rather  than  genuinely  frightening  for
younger audiences.
T h e  d i a l o g u e  i n  t h e  A l i c e  I n
Wonderland Jr script is written to be
accessible for young actors to memorize
and deliver naturally. Complex wordplay
and puns from Carroll's original text are
preserved where  they  are  essential  to
the  humor,  but  sentences  are  kept
shorter and more direct. The result is a
script that honors the literary heritage of
Wonderland while making it immediately
understandable  for  modern  young
performers  and  their  audiences.

KEY CHARACTERS IN THE ALICE
IN WONDERLAND JR SCRIPT

One of the great strengths of the Alice
In Wonderland Jr script is its diverse
and memorable cast of characters. The
show offers numerous roles suitable for a
wide range of ages and abilities, making
it an excellent choice for large ensemble
casts  where  every  child  deserves  a
moment to shine.

Alice
Alice  is  the heart  of  the show.  In  the
Alice In Wonderland Jr script, she is
portrayed as  curious,  brave,  and kind-
hearted. Her journey from a bored little
girl  to  a  confident  young  woman  who
learns  the  importance  of  imagination
and  standing  up  for  herself  is  the
narrative  backbone.  The  role  requires
strong  acting  and  singing  abilities,  as
Al ice  carr ies  most  of  the  show's
emotional  weight.

The White Rabbit
Forever frantic and perpetually late, the
White Rabbit  is  a comic highlight.  The
Alice In Wonderland Jr  script  gives
this  character  energetic,  fast-paced
dialogue  that  young  actors  love  to
perform. His anxiety about time drives
much of the early action.

The Cheshire Cat
Mysterious  and  mischievous,  the
Cheshire Cat appears and disappears at
will. In the junior script, his dialogue is
full  of  riddles  and  paradoxical  advice.
This  role  offers  an  opportunity  for  a
skilled  young  actor  to  command  the
stage with a calm, knowing presence.



Alice In Wonderland Jr Script 3

3

The Mad Hatter
and the March
Hare
The tea party scene is arguably the most
famous sequence from any Wonderland
adaptation.  The Alice In Wonderland
Jr  script  gives  the  Mad  Hatter  and
March  Hare  wonderfully  silly  dialogue
and  nonsensical  logic.  These  roles
require  impeccable  comic  timing  and
boundless energy.

The Queen of
Hearts
The villain  of  the piece,  the Queen of
Hearts,  is  a  force  of  nature.  Her
explosive temper and constant cries of
"Off with  their  heads!"  provide dramatic
conflict. In the junior script, the Queen is
portrayed as comically tyrannical rather
than  truly  menacing,  allowing  young
performers to explore a larger-than-life
personality  without  crossing  into
genuinely  scary  territory.

Additional Roles
The Alice In Wonderland Jr script also
features  the  Caterpillar,  the  Doorknob,
the Flowers, Tweedle Dee and Tweedle
Dum,  the  Cards ,  and  numerous
ensemble roles. This abundance of parts
ensures that  a large cast  can be fully
utilized,  with  many  children  playing
multiple roles or serving as the chorus.

PLOT SUMMARY OF ALICE IN

WONDERLAND JR

The  Alice  In  Wonderland  Jr  script
follows the familiar trajectory of Alice's
adventures,  though  compressed  and
streamlined  for  the  junior  format.  The
show opens with Alice daydreaming by a
riverbank, expressing her boredom with
the orderly world around her. When she
spots  a  hurried  White  Rabbit,  her
curiosity is ignited, and she follows him
down the rabbit hole.
Her first stop in Wonderland is the Hall of
Doors,  where  she  meets  the  talking
Doorknob and learns to adjust her size
by  drinking  potions  and  eating  cakes.
This  section  introduces  the  central
theme of the show: navigating a world
where nothing is as it seems. Alice then
encounters the Flowers, who are initially
welcoming  but  quickly  reveal  their
snobbery, leading to her first moment of
frustration in Wonderland.
The  Alice  In  Wonderland  Jr  script
then  moves  through  a  ser ies  of
vignettes. Alice meets Tweedle Dee and
Tweedle Dum, who tell the story of "The
Walrus  and  the  Carpenter."  She
encounters  the  Caterpillar,  who  offers
cryptic  advice  about  mushrooms  and
self-discovery.  The  Cheshire  Cat
appears, providing guidance that is both
helpful and confusing.
T h e  M a d  T e a  P a r t y  i s  a  c o m i c
centerpiece, where Alice is subjected to
the  illogical  conversation  of  the  Mad
Hatter,  the  March  Hare,  and  the
Dormouse. Frustrated by their nonsense,
she leaves and stumbles into the Queen
of Hearts' garden. The Queen challenges
Alice  to  a  game  of  croquet  using
flamingos  as  mallets  and  hedgehogs  as
balls, a game that quickly descends into
chaos.
The climax of the Alice In Wonderland
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Jr script occurs when Alice is put on trial
for allegedly stealing the Queen's tarts.
Just  as  the  Queen  demands  her
execution,  Alice  stands  up  to  the
absurdity of Wonderland. She grows to
her  full  size,  literally  and  figuratively,
and declares that  the court  is  nothing
but a pack of cards. The playing cards fly
into the air, and Alice wakes up on the
riverbank,  transformed  by  her  dream.
She realizes that imagination is  a gift,
and she no longer needs Wonderland to
believe in the extraordinary.

NOTABLE SONGS FROM THE
ALICE IN WONDERLAND JR
SCRIPT

Music  is  central  to  the  appeal  of  the
Alice  In  Wonderland  Jr  script.  The
score, adapted from the Disney film and
additional  stage compositions,  includes
several  highlight  numbers  that  young
performers love to sing.

"I'm Late" - The White Rabbit's
frantic introductory number, full of
energy and comic panic.
"Golden Afternoon" - A lush,
melodic number sung by the
Flowers, showcasing harmony and
vocal blending.
"The Unbirthday Song" - An
infectiously joyful celebration of
every day that is not your
birthday, performed by the Mad
Hatter and his friends.
"Very Good Advice" - Alice's solo
moment of reflection, where she
questions the confusing world
around her. This song is a vocal
and emotional highlight.
"Painting the Roses Red" - A
playful, rhythmic number
performed by the Card soldiers,
demonstrating the absurd logic of
Wonderland.

"I'm Odd" - The Cheshire Cat's
solo, which explores themes of
individuality and mystery.

Each song in the Alice In Wonderland
Jr script is carefully arranged for young
voices,  with  manageable  vocal  ranges
a n d  c l e a r  m e l o d i c  l i n e s .  T h e
accompaniments,  available  as  tracks
from  MTI,  are  professionally  recorded
and designed to support young singers.

WHY SCHOOLS AND COMMUNITY
THEATERS CHOOSE THE ALICE IN
WONDERLAND JR SCRIPT

The Alice In Wonderland Jr script has
become  a  staple  of  youth  theatre  for
several  compelling  reasons.  First,  the
story is universally known. Children and
adults  alike  enter  the  theatre  with  a
baseline  understanding of  Wonderland,
making  the  show  accessible  even  for
very  young  audience  members.  This
familiarity  reduces  the  burden  on  the
production  to  explain  the  world  and
allows  the  performers  to  focus  on
character  and  storytelling.
Second,  the  Alice  In  Wonderland Jr
script  offers  incredible  casting
flexibility. With over 20 named roles and
a  flexible  chorus,  the  show  can
accommodate casts of almost any size.
This  is  invaluable  for  schools  and
community groups that need to involve a
large number of children. The script also
allows  for  doubling  of  roles,  where
stronger  actors  can  take  on  multiple
par t s ,  p rov id ing  per fo rmance
opportunities  for  everyone.
Third,  the  production  requirements,
while  creative,  are  manageable.  The
Alice In Wonderland Jr script can be
staged with minimal sets and costumes,
relying instead on the imagination of the
audience  and  the  energy  of  the
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performers.  A  simple  backdrop,  a  few
props  like  a  giant  flower  or  a  tea  table,
and  colorful  costumes  are  often
sufficient  to  bring  Wonderland  to  life.
This makes the show a practical choice
for groups with limited budgets.

Finally,  the  educational  value  of  the
Alice  In  Wonderland  Jr  script  is
significant.  The  show  teaches  young
p e r f o r m e r s  a b o u t  c h a r a c t e r
development, vocal projection, stage


