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Living With Art Mark Getlein
For students, educators, and art enthusiasts seeking a
comprehensive introduction to the world of visual culture, few
resources are as revered as Living With Art by Mark Getlein.
This textbook has become a cornerstone of art appreciation
courses across the United States and beyond, guiding readers
through the complex landscape of artistic creation, history, and
criticism with clarity and warmth. But what makes this particular
volume so enduring? And how can it transform the way you see
and understand art in your daily life? This article explores the key
features, pedagogical strengths, and lasting impact of Living
With Art Mark Getlein, offering an in-depth look at why this
book remains a trusted companion for anyone seeking to build
visual literacy.

AN OVERVIEW OF LIVING WITH ART BY MARK
GETLEIN

First published in the early 1990s, Living With Art Mark
Getlein is now in its 12th edition (as of the latest updates), a
testament to its relevance and adaptability. The book is designed
for introductory-level college courses but is equally accessible to
general readers. Getlein, an experienced educator and writer,

structures the text to move from foundational concepts to more
complex discussions, ensuring that even those with no prior art
background can follow along. The overarching goal is not just to
teach art history but to foster a lifelong appreciation for the visual
arts.

The book is divided into thematic parts, starting with an
introduction to the elements of art and principles of design,
then moving through various media (painting, sculpture,
printmaking, photography, etc.), and finally into a chronological
survey of art history from prehistoric times to the present. This
structure allows readers to first understand the "language" of art
before applying that knowledge to masterpieces across different
eras and cultures.

Who Is Mark Getlein?

To fully appreciate Living With Art Mark Getlein, it helps to
know a bit about the author himself. Mark Getlein is a noted art
educator who has spent decades refining his approach to
teaching art appreciation. He has also authored or contributed to
other influential titles, but Living With Art remains his magnum
opus. Getlein's writing style is conversational yet precise,
avoiding unnecessary jargon while still respecting the complexity
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of the subject matter. This balance is one reason the book has
been adopted by hundreds of colleges and universities.

KEY THEMES AND PEDAGOGICAL FEATURES OF
LIVING WITH ART

What sets Living With Art Mark Getlein apart from other
introductory art textbooks is its emphasis on connection. Getlein
encourages readers to see art not as a remote subject confined
to museums, but as an integral part of everyday experience. The
title itself, Living With Art, suggests that art is something we
inhabit, interact with, and use to make sense of our world.

Building Visual Literacy
Through the Elements of
Art and Principles of Design

The first major section of the book dives into the building blocks
of visual expression. Getlein introduces the elements of art
(line, shape, color, value, texture, space, and time) and the
principles of design (balance, contrast, emphasis, movement,
pattern, rhythm, and unity). These concepts are not presented as
dry definitions; instead, they are illustrated with carefully chosen
examples from various cultures and periods. For instance, a
discussion of color theory might include both a Renaissance
painting and a contemporary digital piece, showing how the same
principles apply across different contexts.

By mastering this visual vocabulary, readers gain the tools to
analyze any artwork they encounter. This foundation is crucial for
the rest of the book, as it enables students to move beyond
simple reactions like "I like it" or "I don't get it" toward informed,
thoughtful critique. Living With Art Mark Getlein thus
functions as a guide to developing visual literacy—the ability to
interpret and derive meaning from visual information.

A Journey Through Media
and Techniques

After establishing the fundamentals, the book explores the major
media used by artists: drawing, painting, printmaking,
photography, sculpture, ceramics, glass, metalwork, architecture,
and more. Each chapter explains the historical development of
the medium, the techniques involved, and the aesthetic
possibilities it offers. For example, in the chapter on painting,
Getlein explains the differences between tempera, oil, acrylic,
and watercolor, and how each medium influences the final work.
This technical knowledge deepens appreciation: when you
understand the labor and skill required to create a fresco or a
bronze sculpture, you view the artwork with new respect.

Importantly, Living With Art Mark Getlein does not ignore
newer media such as video, performance, and digital art. The
latest editions include discussions of installation art, virtual
reality, and street art, ensuring the content remains current. This
forward-looking approach keeps the book relevant for today's
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students, who are surrounded by digital images and multimedia
experiences.

An Inclusive Art History
Survey

The second half of the book provides a concise yet
comprehensive survey of art history. Getlein covers Western art
from the Paleolithic period through the Renaissance, Baroque,
Romanticism, Modernism, and into the contemporary era. But
unlike many traditional surveys, Living With Art Mark Getlein
also incorporates significant coverage of non-Western art:
African, Asian, Islamic, Native American, Oceanic, and pre-
Columbian traditions. This global perspective is essential in a
multicultural society, and Getlein handles it with sensitivity,
avoiding the trap of treating non-Western art as exotic or
secondary.

Each historical chapter includes a timeline, key terms, and a
"Looking at..." feature that provides a deep analysis of one or two
iconic works. These close readings demonstrate how to apply the
elements and principles learned earlier. For example, a student
might learn to analyze Leonardo da Vinci's Mona Lisa using
concepts of sfumato, composition, and iconography.

HOW LIVING WITH ART TRANSFORMS ART
APPRECIATION

The true value of Living With Art Mark Getlein lies in its ability

to change how readers engage with art. The book is designed not
just to be read but to be used. It includes exercises, reflection
questions, and suggestions for visiting museums or looking at art
online. Many instructors supplement the textbook with
assignments that require students to write about local exhibitions
or create their own artworks, thereby reinforcing the lessons.

One of the most praised features is the "Living With Art" boxes
scattered throughout the chapters. These short essays connect
art to everyday life—such as the design of a bicycle, the
aesthetics of a restaurant menu, or the role of public murals in
urban neighborhoods. These examples make abstract concepts
tangible and show that art is not separate from life but woven
into it.

Fostering Critical Thinking
and Visual Analysis

Living With Art Mark Getlein equips readers with a systematic
method for looking at art. The book promotes a four-step process:
description, analysis, interpretation, and judgment. Students
learn to describe what they see (subject matter, medium),
analyze how the elements and principles are used, interpret
possible meanings (iconography, historical context, artist intent),
and finally form a judgment about the work's significance. This
analytical framework is invaluable for any field, from humanities
to business, where visual communication matters.

Moreover, the book encourages debate. Getlein includes



conflicting viewpoints and critical theories, such as feminist
perspectives or postmodern critiques, prompting readers to
consider art as a site of cultural negotiation. By the end of the
course, students are not passive viewers but active participants
in the ongoing conversation about art and its role in society.

WHY LIVING WITH ART REMAINS A BEST-SELLING
TEXTBOOK

Several factors contribute to the enduring popularity of Living
With Art Mark Getlein among educators and students:

e Accessible writing style: Getlein avoids academic
pretension, making the text approachable without
sacrificing depth.

¢ Rich visuals: The book is lavishly illustrated with high-
quality reproductions, many in full color. New editions
include digital enhancements and online resources.

* Pedagogical aids: Chapter summaries, review questions,
glossary terms, and online quizzes help reinforce learning.

¢ Flexible structure: Instructors can reorder chapters or
focus on specific sections, allowing adaptation to different
course formats (semester, quarter, or online).

¢ Inclusive coverage: The global perspective prepares
students to engage with diverse art traditions—a skill
increasingly important in a globalized world.

Comparisons to Other Art
Appreciation Texts

While there are other popular textbooks like The Art of Seeing or
Art: A Brief History, Living With Art Mark Getlein is often
preferred for its hands-on approach. It balances historical context
with practical visual analysis, making it ideal for a one-semester
course. The book's companion website (access codes often
included with purchase) offers videos, interactive exercises, and
quizzes that enrich the learning experience. For self-learners, the
book stands alone as a complete introduction.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR GETTING THE MOST OUT OF
LIVING WITH ART

If you are using Living With Art Mark Getlein for a class or
personal study, here are some strategies to maximize your
learning:

1. Read actively: Take notes, underline key terms, and try to
sketch or describe the examples before reading Getlein's
analysis.

2. Visit museums: Apply the book's concepts to real
artworks in your local galleries. Many museums have free
days or virtual tours.

3. Discuss with peers: Form a study group to debate the
interpretations presented in the book. Different
perspectives deepen understanding.
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4. Use the online resources: The companion site provides
flashcards, self-tests, and additional readings. These tools
reinforce the material.

5. Look for art in daily life: Practice your visual literacy by
analyzing advertisements, architecture, product design,
and social media images. The book's lessons extend far
beyond the museum.

CONCLUSION

Living With Art by Mark Getlein is far more than a textbook; it

is an invitation to see the world with fresh eyes. Whether you are
a student fulfilling a general education requirement or a lifelong
learner seeking to deepen your appreciation, this volume
provides the tools, context, and inspiration to make art a
meaningful part of your life. Through its clear explanations,
diverse examples, and emphasis on visual literacy, Living
With Art Mark Getlein has earned its place as a classic in art
education. By the time you turn the last page, you will not only
know more about art—you will know how to live with it, every
day.



