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INTRODUCTION:
EMBARKING ON AN
EPIC ADVENTURE

Few role-playing
games capture the
spirit of adventure
quite like Grandia.
From the moment
young Justin takes his
first step beyond the
walls of Parm, players
are swept into a world
of wonder, mystery,
and turn-based combat
that rewards both
strategy and speed.
For decades, this
beloved classic has
captivated gamers with
its vibrant characters,
sprawling dungeons,

and a battle system
that was ahead of its
time. However,
beneath its colorful
exterior lies a
surprisingly deep
tactical experience.
Whether you are a
newcomer setting foot
in the New World for
the first time or a
veteran looking to
perfect your
playthrough, a solid
Grandia Strategy
Guide can make the
difference between a
frustrating grind and a
triumphant journey.
This guide will walk you
through every crucial
aspect of the game,
from mastering the
infamous IP Gauge to
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maximizing your
party's potential.

UNDERSTANDING
THE CORE
MECHANICS

The IP
Gauge:
The Heart
of
Grandia's
Combat

Before you can
conquer any dungeon
or defeat any boss, you
must understand the
Integrated Points (IP)
Gauge. This is not your
standard turn-based
system. The IP Gauge
is a real-time timeline
that determines when
characters and

enemies act. Each
participant in battle
moves along the
gauge, and their
position dictates the
order of actions.
Mastering this system
is the single most
important skill in any
effective Grandia
Strategy Guide.

Key concepts to
understand:

e Wait Mode vs.
Active Mode:
The game offers
two modes. In
Wait Mode, the
gauge pauses
while you are in
a menu, giving
you time to
think. In Active
Mode, the gauge
continues
regardless of
your menu
choices. For
beginners, Wait
Mode is highly
recommended.
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e Critical and
Cancel Moves:
Certain attacks
and spells have a
"Critical" or
"Cancel"
property. If your
attack lands on
an enemy while
they are in the
"Combo" or
"Critical" zone of
the gauge, you
will interrupt
their action
entirely. This is
the foundation of
all advanced
strategy.

Dual and
Combo Actions:
Some moves
allow you to
chain two or
three commands
together,
delivering
multiple hits in a
single turn.
These are
excellent for
building up the IP

Gauge
advantage.

Character
Classes
and
Growth

Each character in
Grandia has a unique
starting skillset, but
the game offers
surprising flexibility
through the use of
weapons and magic
eggs. As characters
use weapons and
spells, they level up
those specific skills,
unlocking new abilities.
A  comprehensive
Grandia Strategy
Guide will help you
plan which paths to
pursue for each party
member.

For example, Justin



excels with swords and
axes, but you can
choose to invest
heavily in his Water or
Wind magic to keep
him versatile. Feena is
an excellent magic
user from the start, but
neglecting her dagger
skills means missing
out on fast, critical-hit
attacks. Rapp is your
dedicated physical
damage dealer, while
Sue and later party
members fill specific
roles. The key is to
specialize without
becoming one-
dimensional.

MASTERING
COMBAT:
ADVANCED
TACTICS

The Art of

Cancellin
g Enemy
Attacks

Cancelling is the single
most powerful tool in
your arsenal. When
you see an enemy on
the IP Gauge
approaching their turn,
watch for the small
"Combo" and "Critical"
indicators near their
icon. If you manage to
strike them while they
are in one of these
zones, their action is
completely cancelled,
and they are knocked
back on the gauge.
This can turn a difficult
boss fight into a
manageable
encounter.

Here are some proven
strategies for effective
cancellation:

1. Prioritize fast
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characters:
Feena and Rapp
are your best
cancellers
because their
basic attacks are
quick.

. Use Cancel-
type special
moves: Abilities
like Sword
Combo or Spin
Slash often have
built-in cancel
properties. Learn
which moves
these are.

. Watch the
gauge
constantly: Do
not simply queue
up attacks
blindly. Keep an
eye on the
timeline and
adjust your
commands based
on who is about
to act.

. Sacrifice
damage for
control:

Sometimes,
using a weaker
attack to cancel
a powerful
enemy spell is
better than
letting that spell
land.

Elementa
I
Weaknes
ses and
Resistanc
es

Grandia features a
robust elemental
system covering Fire,
Water, Wind, and Earth
magic, as well as
physical elements like
Piercing and Slashing.
Each enemy has
specific  weaknesses



and resistances.
Exploiting these
weaknesses is a
cornerstone of any
efficient Grandia
Strategy Guide.

Keep these points in
mind:

e Enemy types:
Flying enemies
are often weak to
Wind magic.
Aquatic
creatures
frequently take
extra damage
from Lightning,
which falls under
Wind magic.
Stone golems are
vulnerable to
Earth magic but
resistant to
physical slashing
attacks.

e Weapon
stones: You can
find and equip
weapon stones
that add
elemental

damage to your
basic attacks.
This is a great
way to ensure
your physical
attackers can
also exploit
weaknesses.
Status effects:
Poison, Sleep,
and Confusion
can trivialize
many
encounters. Do
not ignore spells
like Poison Mist
or Sleep because
they seem weak
on paper. They
can disable
dangerous
enemies for
multiple turns.

EXPLORATION AND
DUNGEON
NAVIGATION
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Managing

Resource

S

Dungeons in Grandia
are not short. They are
sprawling labyrinths
filled with enemies,
puzzles, and hidden
treasures. Proper
resource management
is essential. A common
mistake among new
players is relying too
heavily on healing
items and magic early
on, only to find
themselves depleted
before the boss.

Here is how to keep
your party healthy and
ready:

1. Save often: The
game allows you
to save almost

anywhere on the
world map, but in
dungeons, you
must find save
points. Make it a
habit to save
every time you
see one.

. Use items

wisely: Herbs
are cheap and
abundant. Use
them for minor
healing and save
your MP for
battle-changing
spells or
emergencies.

. Return to town

if needed:
There is no
shame in
backtracking. If
you are low on
supplies, exit the
dungeon, rest at
an inn, restock,
and return. This
is faster than
struggling
through with
depleted



resources.
. Pay attention
to the map:
Grandia gives
you a map that
shows
unexplored
areas. Take the
time to fully
explore each
room for chests
and secrets. The
rewards are
often worth the
extra effort.

Hidden
Treasu
res
and
Secret
Areas

Grandia is filled
with optional

content that is
easy to miss on a
first playthrough.
If you want to be
thorough, here
are some things
to look for:

e Breakable
walls:
Some walls
in
dungeons
can be
broken
with a
strong
attack or a
specific
spell.
These
hidden
passages
often lead
to treasure
rooms.

e NPC
hints: Talk
to every
NPC
multiple
times.
Some will
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give you
clues about
hidden
items or
side
quests.
Return to
previous
areas: As
you gain
new
abilities,
revisit old
dungeons.
You may
find that
you can
now reach
areas that
were
previously
inaccessibl
e.

Fishing
spots:
Fishing is a
relaxing
way to find
rare items
and
equipment.
If you see a

body of
water, try
casting a
line.

BOSS BATTLE
STRATEGIES

Genera
I
Principl
es for
Every
Boss

Every boss in
Grandia is
vulnerable to
some form of
crowd control, at
least for part of
the fight.
Whether it is a
status effect or a
well-timed
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cancel, you can es: If you
always gain an know the
advantage. Do boss uses
not treat bosses Fire magic,
like simple HP equip Fire-
sponges. A resistant
thoughtful gear or
Grandia cast Fire
Strategy Guide resistance
emphasizes that spells
preparation and before the
adaptability are battle.
more important . Stock up
than raw stats. on status
Before any boss _healing
fight, do the items:
following: E"any
osses
1. Check o
. inflict
Z°“. Cen status
quipme effects like
t: Make -
sure you Poison or
Confusion.
have the :
Bring
best
. Panaceas
available or
weapons, Antidotes.
armor, and
. . Set your
accessories .
formation
for each
: The front
character.
2. Equip row deals
- =4 ) and takes
resistanc
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more
physical
damage.
The back
row deals
reduced
physical
damage
but takes
less.
Position
your
casters in
the back
and your
tanks up
front.

Notabl
e Boss
Encoun
ters

While | will not
spoil every
encounter, here
are some general
tips for the most

11

challenging
bosses in the
game:

The Guardian
at the End of
the World: This
boss punishes
players who rely
solely on
physical attacks.
It has high
physical defense
but is vulnerable
to magic. Buff
your magic users
and debuff the

boss's magic
defense if
possible.

The Elemental
Trials: Late in
the game, you
must prove your

worth by
defeating
elemental

guardians. Each
one requires a
specific strategy.
For example, the
Fire Guardian is
immune to Fire



PROGRESSIO 0
Water. The Wind
Guardian is fast
and uses area-of-
effect attacks, so
spread your
party out.

The Final Boss:
This is a
marathon, not a
sprint. The final
boss has multiple
forms, and each
form has
different
weaknesses. Do
not use all your
best items in the
first phase.
Conserve your
resources and be
patient. Keep
your entire party
alive; a dead
character is no
use to you.
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CHARACTER
OPTIMIZATIO
N AND

Weapo
n and
Magic
Levels

Characters gain
experience not
just for their
overall level, but
for each weapon
type and magic
element they
use. This is a
crucial but often
overlooked
aspect of
character
growth. A level
50 character with
Level 1 Sword is
much weaker
than a level 40
character with
Level 20 Sword.
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Here is how to in battle

efficiently  level gives

up skills: experience

« Rotate for that

weapons: magic
Do not element.
stick to just Use cheap
one spells to
weapon grind
type for magic
each levels in
character. safe areas.
Give Justin Plan for
an axe for the late
a while to game:
level his Some of
Axe skill, the best
then switch abilities in
back to the game
swords. are locked
This behind
unlocks high skill
new levels.
abilities Decide
and stat early which
bonuses. skills you
Use magic want each
often: character
Even if a to master.
spell is
weak,
casting it



Equip

ment
and
ltem
Manag

ement

Your inventory is
l[imited. You
cannot carry
everything. This
means you must
make tough
choices about
what to keep and
what to sell or
discard. Here is a
simple rule: sell
duplicate

equipment, keep
unique items and
consumables
that cure status
effects, and
always carry a

few revival
items.

Also, pay
attention to the
"Spirit" stat on
equipment.
Higher Spirit
gives Dbetter
resistance to
status  effects.
or challenging
areas where
enemies spam
status ailments,
equip items with
high Spirit even if
they have lower
defense.

ESSENTIAL
TIPS FOR
NEW PLAYERS

Do Not
Rush

Grandia is not a
game you should
speed through.
The story is rich,
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the characters
are charming,
and the world is
full of secrets.
Take your time
to explore every
area, talk to
every NPC, and
appreciate the

journey. The
game rewards
curiosity.

Save
Multipl

15

e Files

This is a classic
piece of advice
that applies to
nearly every
JRPG, but it bears
repeating. Save
in different slots.
| f you
accidentally miss
an important
item or make a
wrong



