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INTRODUCTION: WHY A SUPERFUDGE SUMMARY BY
CHAPTER MATTERS FOR READERS AND EDUCATORS

Judy Blume’s Superfudge remains one of the most beloved
middle-grade novels ever written. Published in 1980 as the third
book in the Fudge series, it follows the hilarious and often chaotic
life of Peter Hatcher and his younger brother, Farley Drexel
Hatcher—better known as Fudge. For parents, teachers, and
young readers looking to revisit or understand the story, a
detailed Superfudge summary by chapter offers a valuable
roadmap through the novel’s key events, character growth, and
central themes. This guide breaks down each chapter with clear,
informative analysis while maintaining the warmth and humor
that make the book a timeless classic.

Whether you are helping a child with a school assignment,
preparing a lesson plan, or simply reminiscing about Peter’s
struggles with his unpredictable little brother, this comprehensive
chapter-by-chapter breakdown will deepen your appreciation of
the story. Let’s dive into the world of the Hatcher family, where
nothing ever goes as planned and every day brings a new

adventure.

SUPERFUDGE SUMMARY BY CHAPTER: A COMPLETE
GUIDE

The novel contains twelve chapters, each advancing Peter’s
journey through fifth grade while simultaneously dealing with the
announcement of a new baby, a family move to Princeton, and
Fudge’s increasingly outrageous behavior. Below is a thorough
Superfudge summary by chapter that captures the essence of
each section of the book.

Chapter 1: The Big
Announcement

The story opens with Peter coming home from school to find his
mother acting strangely. She and his father sit him down for what
he assumes will be bad news. Instead, they announce that his
mother is pregnant. Peter is horrified. He already has enough
trouble managing Fudge, and the idea of another sibling feels
overwhelming. To make matters worse, his parents reveal that
the family will be moving to Princeton, New Jersey, for one year
so his father can write a book. Peter feels his world crumbling.
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This chapter establishes the central conflict: Peter’s desire for
stability versus the constant upheaval caused by his family’s
decisions and Fudge’s unpredictable nature. The announcement
of a new baby also introduces the theme of growing up and
adjusting to change, which runs throughout the novel.

Chapter 2: Fudge Turns
Three

Fudge’s third birthday party becomes a disaster of epic
proportions. Peter is forced to attend and help entertain Fudge’s
friends, a group of wild toddlers who destroy the apartment.
Fudge opens presents with characteristic enthusiasm, but the
highlight—or lowlight—comes when he swallows his small pet
turtle, Dribble. Panic ensues, and Fudge is rushed to the hospital.
The turtle eventually passes naturally, but not before causing
massive chaos. This chapter highlights Fudge’s reckless behavior
and Peter’s growing frustration. It also demonstrates how the
entire family orbits around Fudge’s antics, leaving Peter feeling
invisible and exasperated. For anyone reading a Superfudge
summary by chapter, this chapter is pivotal because it
establishes Fudge’s character as both endearing and exhausting.

Chapter 3: The Move to

Princeton

The Hatcher family begins packing for their move to Princeton.
Peter is miserable about leaving New York City, his school, and
his best friend, Jimmy Fargo. He worries about making new
friends and fitting in. Meanwhile, Fudge is excited about the
move, though he clearly does not understand what it entails.
During the moving process, Fudge manages to cause trouble by
hiding important items and refusing to cooperate. The family
finally arrives at their new home, which Peter finds strange and
unwelcoming. This chapter explores themes of displacement and
the anxiety that comes with major life transitions. Peter’s
emotional state is relatable for any child who has faced a big
move, and it adds depth to his character beyond his role as the
long-suffering older brother.

Chapter 4: Meeting the
New Neighbors

Once settled in Princeton, Peter meets the neighbors, including a
boy named Alex Santo, who is also in fifth grade. Peter hopes
they will become friends, but Alex seems distant at first.
Meanwhile, Fudge immediately befriends the elderly Mrs.
Muldour, who lives next door and spoils him terribly. Fudge’s
ability to charm adults is on full display, and Peter feels further
marginalized. The chapter also introduces the idea that Princeton
is very different from New York—a quieter, more suburban
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environment where Peter feels out of place. This section of the
Superfudge summary by chapter is important because it
shows Peter taking tentative steps toward building a new life,
even as he struggles with homesickness and jealousy over the
attention Fudge receives.

Chapter 5: The New Baby
Arrives

The baby, a girl named Tootsie, is born. Peter is initially
indifferent but gradually becomes fascinated by her. Fudge,
however, is jealous and resentful. He demands attention in
increasingly dramatic ways, including pretending to be a baby
himself. He crawls around, babbles, and insists on drinking from a
bottle. Peter finds this behavior embarrassing and annoying. His
parents are stretched thin, trying to care for a newborn while
managing Fudge’s regression. This chapter delves into sibling
dynamics and the challenges that come with adding a new family
member. Peter begins to realize that Fudge—annoying as he
is—is also struggling with the change. This moment of empathy
marks subtle growth in Peter’s character.

Chapter 6: Peter Gets a Job

Looking for independence and a way to earn money, Peter takes
a job walking a neighbor’s dog. The job seems simple enough,
but Fudge inevitably interferes. He follows Peter and the dog,

creating chaos that nearly gets Peter fired. Peter’'s frustration
boils over, and he lashes out at Fudge. Their parents intervene,
but the underlying tension remains unresolved. This chapter
illustrates Peter’s desire for responsibility and autonomy, as well
as the constant intrusion of Fudge into every aspect of his life. It
also raises questions about how much patience can reasonably
be expected from an older sibling. For readers following this
Superfudge summary by chapter, the dog-walking episode is
a standout moment of comedic tension mixed with genuine
emotional conflict.

Chapter 7: Fudge Goes to
School

In one of the funniest chapters, Fudge begins attending
kindergarten at the same school Peter attends. Fudge
immediately becomes the center of attention, charming his
teacher and classmates while disrupting Peter’s social life. He
visits Peter’s classroom uninvited, tells embarrassing stories
about Peter at home, and generally makes a spectacle of himself.
Peter is mortified. He tries to distance himself from Fudge, but it
is impossible. This chapter highlights the cruelty of sibling
embarrassment and the difficulty of establishing an identity
separate from a larger-than-life younger brother. It also
reinforces the novel’'s central comedy: Fudge is a force of nature,
and Peter is merely trying to survive the storm.



Chapter 8: The
Thanksgiving Disaster

Thanksgiving brings chaos to the Hatcher household. The family
hosts a dinner, and Fudge decides he wants to help. He interferes
with the cooking, spills food, and generally creates havoc. When
the turkey is finally served, Fudge announces that he has decided
to become a vegetarian, which sparks an argument at the table.
Peter tries to stay out of it but gets pulled in. The holiday dinner
ends in frustration and tears. This chapter uses the familiar
setting of a family holiday to explore themes of control and
compromise. Fudge’s vegetarian declaration is an early sign of
his developing personality—stubborn, opinionated, and unafraid
to challenge authority. Peter, meanwhile, learns that some
battles are not worth fighting.

Chapter 9: The Christmas
Pageant

Fudge is cast as the star of the school Christmas pageant—the
Angel of Peace. Peter is initially amused, but as rehearsals
progress, he becomes embarrassed by Fudge’s over-the-top
performance. Fudge takes his role very seriously but completely
misunderstands the concept of an angel. He improvises lines,
waves wildly, and steals the show in a way that is more chaotic

than reverent. On the night of the performance, Fudge delivers a
memorable and hilarious rendition of his part, leaving the
audience in stitches. Peter is mortified but also reluctantly proud.
This chapter balances humor with a subtle message about
embracing family, flaws and all. For anyone studying a
Superfudge summary by chapter, this scene is a turning point
in Peter’s attitude toward his brother.

Chapter 10: The New Year
Brings New Problems

As the new year begins, Peter continues to adjust to life in
Princeton. He and Alex Santo become closer friends, bonding
over shared interests and mutual frustration with their younger
siblings. Fudge, meanwhile, announces that he wants to be a
bird. He refuses to walk, insisting on hopping everywhere with his
arms flapping. He even tries to eat birdseed. Peter is humiliated
when Fudge hops into his classroom during a test. The school
administration is baffled, and Peter’s parents are at their wit's
end. This chapter is one of the most absurd and entertaining in
the book, showcasing Blume’s ability to find humor in everyday
parenting challenges. It also highlights Fudge’s imagination and
determination, qualities that are annoying but also admirable.
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Chapter 11: The Visit from
Grandma

Grandma Hatcher visits for a week, bringing her own brand of
chaos and love. She spoils Fudge, argues with Peter’s father
about his writing career, and generally stirs things up. Peter is
caught in the middle. Grandma takes Peter’'s side in many
arguments, which both pleases and embarrasses him. She also
helps mediate between Peter and his parents, offering a listening
ear and practical advice. This chapter provides a break from the
usual Fudge-centric chaos and allows Peter to reflect on his
feelings. Grandma'’s visit is a reminder that family support comes
in many forms, and that Peter is not as alone as he sometimes
feels. The chapter adds emotional depth to the Superfudge
summary by chapter, grounding the comedy in real family
dynamics.

Chapter 12: Moving Back to
New York

The family prepares to return to New York City at the end of the
year. Peter is relieved but also surprisingly nostalgic. He has
made real friends in Princeton and has grown accustomed to life
there. Fudge, predictably, causes trouble during the packing
process, but Peter handles it with more patience than he would

have shown at the beginning of the book. On the last day, Peter
says goodbye to Alex and reflects on everything that has
happened. He realizes that while Fudge is still annoying, his little
brother is also brave, creative, and deeply loved. The chapter
ends on a hopeful note, with Peter feeling more confident and
ready for whatever comes next. The move home symbolizes
closure and growth for Peter. He has survived the year and
emerged stronger, wiser, and more understanding.

KEY THEMES IN SUPERFUDGE: WHAT THE CHAPTER
SUMMARIES REVEAL

Reading a Superfudge summary by chapter reveals several
recurring themes that give the novel depth beyond its humor.
Understanding these themes can enrich the reading experience
for children and adults alike.

Sibling Rivalry and Growth

The relationship between Peter and Fudge is at the heart of the
story. Throughout the chapter summaries, we see Peter move
from pure frustration to grudging acceptance and even affection.
His growth mirrors the real-life experience of many older siblings
who learn to appreciate their younger brothers and sisters over
time. The novel does not pretend that sibling rivalry disappears,
but it does suggest that understanding and patience can develop
alongside the annoyance.



Adapting to Change

Peter faces multiple changes in the novel: a new baby, a new
town, a new school, and a new friend. Each chapter of the
Superfudge summary by chapter shows him struggling with
and eventually adapting to these changes. This theme resonates
with young readers who may be experiencing similar transitions
in their own lives. Blume validates children’s feelings of anxiety
and resistance while also showing that adaptation is possible.

Family Dynamics and
Communication

The Hatcher family is flawed but loving. The chapter summaries
highlight how miscommunication and competing needs create
conflict. Peter often feels unheard, Fudge demands constant
attention, and the parents try their best but sometimes miss the
mark. The novel ultimately suggests that family life is
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