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In a literary landscape
often  dominated  by
t a l e s  o f  g r a n d
adventures  and  epic
confrontations,  there
exists  a  quieter,  yet
profoundly  powerful,
s tory  that  speaks
directly  to  the  soul.
Any Small Goodness
By Tony Johnston is a
gem  of  ch i ld ren 's
literature that reminds
us of the extraordinary
p o w e r  f o u n d  i n

ordinary  moments.
This  novel,  aimed  at
middle-grade  readers
but  resonant  for  all
ages,  paints  a  vibrant
p ic ture  o f  fami ly ,
community,  and  the
simple acts of kindness
t h a t  s t i t c h  a
neighborhood together.
Through  the  eyes  of
y o u n g  A r t u r o
Rodriguez, readers are
invited  into  a  world
where  the  smallest
gesture can spark the
most  significant
change.  For  anyone
seeking  a  narrative
that  combines cultural
richness with universal
truths,  this  book  offers
a  reading  experience
that is both grounding
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and  uplifting.  It  is  a
story  that  does  not
shout for attention but
rather earns it through
i t s  w a r m t h ,
authenticity, and quiet
wisdom.

ABOUT THE
AUTHOR: TONY
JOHNSTON'S
LITERARY VOICE

Before  diving  into  the
pages  of  Any  Small
Goodness  By  Tony
J o h n s t o n ,  i t  i s
valuable to understand
the author  behind the
words. Tony Johnston is
a  prolific  writer  with
over  one  hundred
books  to  her  name,
spann ing  p i c tu re
books,  poetry,  and
n o v e l s  f o r  y o u n g
readers.  Her  work  is
often characterized by
a deep sense of place
and a profound respect
for  her  characters.
Johnston has a unique
ability  to  capture  the

rhythms  of  everyday
life,  particularly  within
M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n
communities,  as  seen
in  th is  ce lebrated
novel.  She writes with
a  clarity  and  sincerity
that  makes  complex
themes  accessible
w i t h o u t  b e i n g
simplistic. Her voice is
gentle yet firm, infused
with  a  sense  of  hope
that never feels forced.
This  narrative  style  is
perfectly suited for the
story she tells  in Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony Johnston, where
t h e  p o w e r  o f  t h e
narrative  lies  not  in
dramatic  plot  twists,
b u t  i n  t h e
accumulation of small,
meaningful moments.

A DETAILED LOOK
AT THE PLOT OF
ANY SMALL
GOODNESS BY
TONY JOHNSTON

The  novel  centers  on
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Arturo  Rodriguez,  a
boy  growing  up  in  a
c lose -kn i t  La t ino
neighborhood  in  Los
Angeles. Arturo begins
the  s to ry  f ee l i ng
s o m e w h a t
d i s c o n n e c t e d ,
embarrassed  by  his
family's  traditions  and
longing  for  a  more
"American"  existence.
He is not alone in this
struggle;  his  brother,
his  friends,  and  many
in  h i s  commun i ty
g r a p p l e  w i t h  t h e
ba lance  be tween
preserving their culture
and  assimilating  into
the  broader  society.
The plot of Any Small
Goodness  By  Tony
Johnston is not driven
by a single, large-scale
conflict.  Instead,  it
unfo lds  through  a
s e r i e s  o f
i n t e r c o n n e c t e d
v ignet tes .  Ar turo
encounters  various
challenges  and  joys:

t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  a
d e m a n d i n g  n e w
teacher,  the  thrill  of
playing basketball, the
quiet  generosity  of  a
neighbor ,  and  the
unexpected connection
made  w i th  a  loca l
candy  store  owner.
Each chapter feels like
a  stand-alone  story,
yet  together,  they
weave a  rich  tapestry
of  community  l i fe.
T h r o u g h  t h e s e
experiences,  Arturo
begins  to  notice  the
"small  goodness"  that
exists  all  around  him.
He learns that kindness
i s  n o t  a  g r a n d ,
sweeping gesture but a
daily  practice.  The
narrative arc is one of
internal  growth,  as
Arturo  moves  from  a
p l a c e  o f  s u b t l e
dissatisfaction  to  one
of  deep  appreciation
for  h is  fami ly ,  h is
her i tage ,  and  the
people  who  make  up
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his world.

Key
Character
s That
Bring the
Story to
Life
The  strength  of  Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony  Johnston  lies
h e a v i l y  i n  i t s
m e m o r a b l e  a n d
relatable  characters.
Arturo is an everyman
p r o t a g o n i s t ;  h i s
struggles with identity,
friendship,  and  family
are universal. He is not
p e r f e c t ,  a n d  h i s
journey is all the more
compelling for his flaws
a n d  h i s  s l o w
awaken ing  to  the

goodness  around  him.
His  fami ly  p lays  a
p i v o t a l  r o l e .  H i s
m o t h e r ,  w i t h  h e r
s t e a d y  l o v e  a n d
homemade  cooking,
represents the heart of
the home. His father, a
hardworking  man,
e m b o d i e s  q u i e t
strength and integrity.
Then  the re  i s  B ig
A n g e l ,  A r t u r o ' s
basketball-obsessed
brother,  who  provides
both  comic  relief  and
moments of  surprising
w i s d o m .  T h e
community  characters
are  equally  important.
T h e r e  i s  M r s .
Rodriguez,  a  teacher
w h o  p u s h e s  h e r
students to excellence
with  tough  love.  And
p e r h a p s  m o s t
memorably,  there  is
the  eccentr ic  and
generous  Chinese-
Mexican  candy  store
owner,  Lee  Sidewalk.
Each character in Any
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Small  Goodness  By
Tony  Johnston  i s
d r a w n  w i t h  c a r e ,
contributing  a  vital
thread  to  the  social
fabric  of  the  novel.
They  are  not  merely
background  figures;
they are active agents
of the very "goodness"
the book celebrates.

THE MAJOR
THEMES AND
CENTRAL
MESSAGES

At its core, Any Small
Goodness  By  Tony
J o h n s t o n  i s  a
meditation  on  several
profound  themes.  The
most  obvious,  as  the
title  suggests,  is  the
theme of kindness. The
b o o k  a r g u e s
convinc ing ly  that
goodness is not scarce,
nor is it difficult to find.
It is present in a shared
m e a l ,  a  w o r d  o f
encouragement,  or  a
helping  hand  offered

without  expectation.
Another central theme
is identity and cultural
her i tage.  Arturo's
journey is largely about
coming  to  terms  with
who he is. He starts by
wanting  to  shed  his
M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n
identity, seeing it as a
s o u r c e  o f
e m b a r r a s s m e n t .
Through the novel,  he
learns that his heritage
is not a burden but a
source  of  strength,
beauty ,  and  deep
connection.  Family
loyalty is another pillar
o f  t h e  s t o r y .  T h e
Rodriguez  family,  with
all  their  quirks  and
love,  provide  a  stable
anchor for Arturo. The
book  also  touches  on
t h e  t h e m e  o f
community.  It  shows
that a neighborhood is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
collection of houses; it
i s  a  w e b  o f
re lat ionsh ips  and
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mutual  support.  The
message of Any Small
Goodness  By  Tony
Johnston is ultimately
o n e  o f  h o p e  a n d
connection. It suggests
that in a world that can
f e e l  l a r g e  a n d
impersonal,  the "small
goodness"  we  share
with  one  another  is
exactly what makes life
meaningful.

The
Importan
ce of
Cultural
Represen
tation in
the Novel
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
significant

contributions  of  Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony  Johnston  is  its
authentic  and  positive
representat ion  of
M e x i c a n - A m e r i c a n
culture. At the time of
its  publication,  and
even  today ,  such
nuanced  portrayals  in
children's  literature
were  invaluable.  The
book  does  not  shy
away  from  cultural
details.  It  is  filled  with
S p a n i s h  w o r d s
seamlessly  integrated
into  the  English  text,
d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f
traditional  foods  like
tamales  and  menudo,
and  dep ic t ions  o f
family  gatherings  and
c o m m u n i t y
celebrations.  This  is
not cultural tourism; it
is a lived-in, respectful
depiction  of  a  vibrant
way of life. For readers
f r o m  s i m i l a r
backgrounds,  th is
representation  can  be
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deeply  affirming,
offering  a  mirror  in
which  they  can  see
their  own  experiences
reflected.  For  readers
from  different
backgrounds,  Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony Johnston serves
as a window, fostering
understanding  and
appreciat ion  for  a
culture  that  might  be
unfamiliar.  The  book
handles  this  cultural
richness  with  a  light
touch,  making  it  an
integral  part  of  the
story  without  ever
feeling  like  a  lesson.
This natural integration
i s  a  t e s tament  t o
Johnston's  skill  as  a
writer  and  her  deep
r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  s h e
portrays.

WRITING STYLE
AND
ILLUSTRATIONS: A

PERFECT PAIRING

The  literary  quality  of
Any Small Goodness
By Tony Johnston  is
e n h a n c e d  b y  i t s
distinctive  writ ing
style.  Johnston uses  a
first-person  narrative
voice  that  perfectly
captures  Arturo 's
pe rspec t i ve .  The
language is simple yet
evocat ive ,  w i th  a
rhythm  that  fee ls
conversational  and
intimate. She has a gift
for  finding  the
p r o f o u n d  i n  t h e
mundane,  turning  a
description  of  making
tortillas or sweeping a
porch into a moment of
quiet  reflection.  The
pacing  of  the  book  is
g e n t l e ,  a l l o w i n g
readers  to  savor  each
chapter and the small
epiphanies it  contains.
Complementing  the
text  perfectly  are  the
illustrations  by  Raúl
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Colón.  Colón's  artwork
is known for its warm,
dreamlike  quality.  His
watercolor and colored
pencil  illustrations add
a  rich  visual  layer  to
the story, bringing the
characters and the Los
Angeles  setting to  life
with vibrant  color  and
t e x t u r e .  T h e
illustrations  in  Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony  Johnston  are
not  mere  decorations;
they  are  an  integral
part of the storytelling,
e n h a n c i n g  t h e
emotional  tone  and
deepening the reader's
connect ion  to  the
narrative.  Together,
Johnston's  words  and
Colón's  images  create
a  h o l i s t i c  a n d
immersive  reading
experience.

THE RELEVANCE
OF ANY SMALL
GOODNESS BY

TONY JOHNSTON
TODAY

In an age of fast-paced
media  and  constant
digital  stimulation,  the
quiet message of Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony  Johnston  feels
more crucial than ever.
The  book's  emphasis
on  human connection,
empathy,  and  finding
joy  in  simple  things
offers  a  powerful
antidote to the noise of
m o d e r n  l i f e .  T h e
themes  of  cultural
identity and belonging
a r e  p e r p e t u a l l y
relevant, especially for
y o u n g  p e o p l e
n a v i g a t i n g  t h e
complex i t ies  o f  a
diverse  world.  The
novel  teaches  readers
that they do not need
to do something huge
or  heroic  to  make  a
difference.  A  kind
word,  a  listening  ear,
o r  a  s m a l l  a c t  o f
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service  can  have  a
ripple  effect  that  is
both  profound  and
lasting.  This  lesson  is
timeless.  Additionally,
the book fosters social-
emotional  learning,
encouraging readers to
develop  empathy  and
an appreciation for the
perspectives of others.
For educators, parents,
and  librarians,  Any
Small  Goodness  By
T o n y  J o h n s t o n
remains a powerful tool
f o r  s p a r k i n g
conversations  about
kindness,  community,
and the importance of
cultural  pride.  It  is  a
book  that  rewards  re-
reading,  offering  new
layers of meaning with
each visit.

Lessons

We Can
Learn
from the
Rodrigue
z Family
The  Rodriguez  family,
as  depicted  in  Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony  Johnston,  offers
a  wealth  of  practical
wisdom.  We  see  the
value of hard work and
integr i ty  through
Arturo's  father.  We
witness  the  power  of
nurturing love and the
importance of tradition
through  his  mother.
T h e  f a m i l y ' s
interactions  teach  us
a b o u t  p a t i e n c e ,
forgiveness,  and  the
importance of showing
up  for  one  another.
Perhaps  the  most



10

10 Any Small Goodness By Tony
Johnston

2022-11-16

significant  lesson  is
that  family  is  not  just
about  blood  relations,
but  about  those  we
choose to welcome into
o u r  h e a r t s .  T h e
community in the book
f u n c t i o n s  a s  a n
extended  fami ly ,
s h a r i n g  i n  b o t h
b u r d e n s  a n d
celebrat ions.  This
model  of  communal
l iv ing  and  mutua l
support  is  a  powerful
one. The novel teaches
readers that we are all
interconnected,  and
that  our  actions,  no
matter  how  smal l ,
affect  the  people
around us. By the end
o f  A n y  S m a l l
Goodness  By  Tony
Johnston,  Arturo  has
internalized this lesson.
He understands that he
is  par t  o f  a  la rger
whole,  and  that  his
own  "small  goodness"
contr ibutes  to  the
health  and  happiness

of his community. This
i s  a  p ro found  and
empowering  message
for readers of any age.

WHY THIS BOOK
BELONGS ON
EVERY CHILD'S
READING LIST

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y
reasons  to  champion
Any Small Goodness
By Tony Johnston as
essential reading. From
a  literary  perspective,
it  is  a  masterclass  in
character development
a n d  t h e m a t i c
storytelling.  From  a
cultural  perspective,  it
i s  a  va luab le  and
a u t h e n t i c
representation  of  a
vibrant  community.
From  a  pedagogical
perspective,  it  is  an
exce l lent  too l  fo r
teaching  empathy,
k indness,  and  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
community.  The  book
is accessible to a wide
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range of reading levels,
making  it  suitable  for
classroom read-alouds,
independent  reading,
and family discussions.
It  engages  readers
without being didactic,
allowing them to draw
their  own  conclusions
f r o m  A r t u r o ' s
e x p e r i e n c e s .
Furthermore, the book
i s  a  w o n d e r f u l
introduction  to  the
concept  of  the  "slice-
of- l i fe"  narrat ive,
showing young readers
that compelling stories
can be found not only
in  fantasy  worlds  or
historical  epics,  but
r ight  in  the i r  own
neighborhoods.  The
pos i t i ve ,  hopefu l
ending  of  Any  Small
Goodness  By  Tony
Johnston  l eaves
readers  with  a  feeling
o f  w a r m t h  a n d  a
renewed  faith  in  the
bas ic  k indness  o f
people. In a time when

chi ldren  are  often
exposed  to  complex
and challenging  news,
this  book  offers  a
r e a s s u r i n g  a n d
grounding perspective.

A DEEPER DIVE
INTO THE
COMMUNITY OF
LOS ANGELES

The  sett ing  of  Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony Johnston  is not
just a backdrop; it is a
character  in  its  own
right. The novel is set
in  a  specific,  unnamed
Latino neighborhood in
Los  Ange les ,  and
Johnston  brings  this
setting to vivid life. She
captures the sounds of
the city, the smells of
cooking  food  wafting
from  open  windows,
the  feel  of  the  hot
p a v e m e n t  u n d e r
basketball  sneakers,
and the vibrant energy
of a community that is
constantly  in  motion.
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T h i s  i s  n o t  t h e
glamorous,  Hollywood
version of Los Angeles.
It  is  the real  city,  the
city  of  working-class
f a m i l i e s ,  s m a l l
businesses,  and  tight-

knit  communities.  By
grounding the story in
such  a  specific  and
authentic  place,  Any
Small  Goodness  By
Tony Johnston


