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INTRODUCTION:
THE JOURNEY OF A
LITERARY CLASSIC

When  readers  first
e n c o u n t e r  J o h n
Steinbeck's  powerful
novella  Of  Mice  and
M e n ,  t h e y  o f t e n
become curious  about
its origins. Beyond the
heartbreaking  story  of
George and Lennie, the
b o o k  i t s e l f  h a s  a
fascinating history. The
question "Where was
Of  Mice  and  Men
published?"  leads  us
back  to  a  specific
moment  in  American
l i t e r a r y  h i s t o r y .
Understanding  the

publication  details  of
th is  be loved  work
reveals  much  about
Steinbeck's career, the
publishing world of the
1930s, and how a slim
n o v e l  b e c a m e  a
c o r n e r s t o n e  o f
American  literature.
This  article  explores
t h e  c o m p l e t e
publ icat ion  story,
including the publisher,
location, date, and the
c i r c u m s t a n c e s
surrounding the book's
release.

THE CORE
ANSWER:
PUBLICATION
DETAILS OF OF
MICE AND MEN

Of Mice and Men  was
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first  published  in  the
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  b y
Covici Friede, Inc. in
New  York  City.  The
official publication date
was  February  6 ,
1937.  This  small  but
influential  publishing
house,  founded  by
Pasca l  Cov ic i  and
Donald  Friede,  was
located  at  432  Fourth
Avenue  in  Manhattan.
The choice of publisher
was  not  accidental;  it
r e p r e s e n t e d  a
significant  turning
point  in  Steinbeck's
professional  life.

The
Publisher:
Covici
Friede,

Inc.
To  fully  answer  the
question  of  where  Of
Mice  and  Men  was
p u b l i s h e d ,  i t  i s
essential to understand
the  publisher.  Covici
Friede was not one of
the  giant  publishing
houses of the era, but
it was a respected firm
known for taking risks
on  l i terary  ta lent.
Pasca l  Cov ic i  had
previously  published
Steinbeck's  earlier
w o r k s ,  i n c l u d i n g
Tortilla Flat (1935) and
I n  Dub ious  Bat t le
( 1 9 3 6 ) .  T h e
relationship  between
Steinbeck  and  Covici
was  built  on  mutual
respect  and  a  shared
vision  for  literature
tha t  spoke  to  the
human  condition.
Donald Friede, the co-
founder ,  b rought
business acumen and a
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passion  for  modern
literature.  Together,
t h e y  c r e a t e d  a
publishing environment
that allowed Steinbeck
the  creative  freedom
he  needed.  The  firm's
location  in  New  York
City  placed  it  at  the
center of the American
publishing  industry,
giving Of Mice and Men
access  to  a  national
audience  through
established distribution
networks.

HISTORICAL
CONTEXT OF THE
PUBLICATION

The  publication  of  Of
Mice and Men occurred
during  the  height  of
the  Great  Depression.
This  timing  is  crucial
because  the  novella's
themes  of  economic
hardship,  loneliness,
and the pursuit of the
A m e r i c a n  D r e a m
resonated  deeply  with
contemporary  readers.

Knowing where Of Mice
and Men was published
helps  us  appreciate
how  the  book  both
reflected  and
influenced  its  era.

Steinbeck
's Career
in 1937
B y  1 9 3 7 ,  J o h n
Steinbeck was already
gaining  recognition,
but he was not yet the
literary giant he would
become.  Tortilla  Flat
had  been  a  surprise
bestseller in 1935, and
In  Dubious  Battle  had
solidified his reputation
as  a  serious  novelist
interested  in  social
issues. The publication
of Of Mice and Men by
Covici  Friede  in  New
York  represented  a
c r i t i c a l  moment .
S t e i n b e c k  w a s
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transitioning  from  a
promising  writer  to  a
major  literary  figure.
The choice of publisher
reflected  his  desire  for
both  artistic  integrity
a n d  c o m m e r c i a l
success.

The
British
Publicatio
n
It  is also worth noting
that Of Mice and Men
w a s  p u b l i s h e d
simultaneously  in  the
United  Kingdom  by
William  Heinemann
Ltd.  in  London.  This
s i m u l t a n e o u s
publication  ensured
that  Steinbeck's  work
r e a c h e d  a n
international  audience
f r o m  t h e  v e r y
beginning.  The  British

edition  appeared  in
1937  as  well,  though
the  exact  date  was
slightly  later  in  the
year.  When  readers
ask where Of Mice and
Men was published, the
comp le te  answer
inc ludes  both  the
American  and  British
ed i t i ons ,  a s  they
shaped  the  book's
global  reception.

THE
MANUSCRIPT'S
JOURNEY TO
PUBLICATION

Understanding  where
Of Mice and Men  was
published also involves
tracing  the  path  the
manuscript took before
it  reached the printer.
Steinbeck  wrote  the
novella in 1936 at his
home  in  Los  Gatos,
California.  He  was
living on a ranch in the
Santa Cruz Mountains,
drawing  inspiration
from  the  agricultural
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workers  he  observed
a r o u n d  h i m .  T h e
writing  process  was
intense  and  relatively
s w i f t ;  S t e i n b e c k
completed  the  first
draf t  in  just  a  few
months.

From
Manuscri
pt to
Book
Once  the  manuscript
was finished, Steinbeck
sent it to Pascal Covici
in  New  York.  Covici
i m m e d i a t e l y
recognized  the  power
o f  t h e  s t o r y .  T h e
relationship  between
author  and  publisher
was close; Covici often
provided  editor ial
f e e d b a c k  t h a t
Steinbeck  trusted
implicitly.  This  trust

was essential  because
Of Mice and Men was a
d e p a r t u r e  f r o m
Steinbeck's  earlier
novels.  It  was shorter,
more  d ramat i c  i n
s t r u c t u r e ,  a n d
employed  a  unique
blend  of  fiction  and
playwriting techniques.
Covici  Friede took the
manuscript through the
standard  publishing
process of the era. This
inc luded  ed i t ing ,
t y p e s e t t i n g ,
proofreading,  and
design. The first edition
was  printed  by  The
Vail-Ballou  Press  in
Binghamton, New York.
The book was bound in
a  distinctive  format
that  reflected  its
literary ambitions. The
dust  jacket,  designed
by  Elmer  Hader ,
featured an illustration
that  captured  the
pastoral yet precarious
w o r l d  o f  t h e
characters.
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INITIAL RECEPTION
AND SALES

The  publication  of  Of
Mice and Men  in  New
York  City  generated
immediate  attention.
C r i t i c s  p r a i s e d
Steinbeck's  ability  to
c r e a t e  a  t a u t ,
e m o t i o n a l l y
devastat ing  story
w i th in  a  compac t
structure.  The  novella
was  a  Book-of-the-
Month Club selection,
which  dramatically
boosted  i ts  sa les .
Within  the  first  year,  it
so ld  over  300,000
copies  in  the  United
States  alone.  These
impressive  numbers
were partly due to the
strong  distribution
network  that  Covici
Friede had established
from  their  New  York
base.

The
Stage
Adaptatio
n
Connectio
n
O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
remarkable  aspects  of
the publication was its
dual  l i fe  as  both  a
nove l  and  a  p lay .
Steinbeck  had  written
the  novella  with  the
stage in mind. Shortly
after  publication,  he
adapted  i t  for  the
theat re .  The  p lay
version,  produced  by
S a m  H .  H a r r i s ,
opened  on  Broadway
at  the  Music  Box
Theatre  in  New  York
City  on November 23,
1937.  This  proximity
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between  the  book's
publication  location
and  Broadway  further
cemented Of Mice and
Men  a s  a  cu l tu ra l
phenomenon.  The
success  of  the  play
also  drove  additional
sa les  of  the  book,
creating  a  virtuous
cycle  that  began  with
Covici Friede's decision
to publish the work.

PUBLICATION
HISTORY AND
EDITIONS

Since  its  first
publication in New York
in  1937,  Of  Mice  and
M e n  h a s  b e e n
reprinted  countless
t i m e s  b y  v a r i o u s
publishers.  However,
the question of  where
Of Mice and Men  was
published  init ial ly
remains  important  for
collectors  and  literary
historians.  The  first
edition,  published  by
Covici Friede, is highly

sought  after  by  book
collectors.  These early
c o p i e s  c a n  b e
identified  by  specific
characteristics:

Binding: Red
cloth with gold
lettering on the
spine
Dust jacket:
Illustrated by
Elmer Hader,
featuring two
men walking
along a path
Copyright
page: Lists the
publication date
as February 1937
Publisher logo:
The Covici Friede
colophon
appears on the
title page

After  Covici  Friede's
business  declined,  the
rights  to  Of  Mice  and
Men  were acquired by
other  pub l i shers .
Today,  the  book  is
m o s t  c o m m o n l y
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a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h
Pengu in  Books ,
which  has  published
countless  editions  for
classroom  use.  The
V ik ing  P ress  a l so
b e c a m e  a  m a j o r
p u b l i s h e r  o f
Steinbeck's works later
i n  h i s  c a r e e r .
Nevertheless,  the
original  publication
location—New  York
C i t y ,  w i t h  C o v i c i
Friede—remains  the
definitive answer to the
question  of  where  Of
Mice  and  Men  was
published.

Later
Editions
and
Translatio

ns
The global reach of Of
M i c e  a n d  M e n  i s
staggering. It has been
translated  into  dozens
of  languages,  from
Spanish  to  Swahili,
f r om  J apanese  to
A r a b i c .  E a c h
translation  represents
a new publication in a
different  location,  but
all  trace  back  to  that
or ig ina l  New  York
edition.  The  book's
enduring  popularity  in
s c h o o l s  a n d
universities means that
n e w  e d i t i o n s  a r e
published  regularly,
keeping  the  story  of
George  and  Lennie
a l i v e  f o r  n e w
generations of readers.

THE LEGACY OF
PUBLICATION

Knowing where Of Mice
and Men was published
e n r i c h e s  o u r
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understanding  of  the
book's place in literary
history.  The  choice  of
C o v i c i  F r i e d e  a s
publ isher  was  not
arbitrary;  it  reflected
Steinbeck's desire for a
publisher  who  valued
literary  quality  over
commercial  formulas.
The New York location
was  practical,  placing
the book at the center
o f  A m e r i c a n
intellectual and cultural
life.  The  simultaneous
British  publication  by
Heinemann  ensured
that the novella would
be  read  and  studied
around the world.

Why
Publicatio
n Details

Matter
Fo r  s tuden t s  and
s c h o l a r s ,
understanding  the
publication history of a
literary  work  provides
i n s i g h t  i n t o  t h e
author's  career,  the
literary  marketplace,
a n d  t h e  c u l t u r a l
moment. When we ask
where Of Mice and Men
was published, we are
not  simply  asking  for
an  address.  We  are
exploring  how a  book
m o v e s  f r o m  t h e
author's imagination to
the  hands  of  readers.
We are examining the
commercial and artistic
decisions  that  shape
literary history. We are
r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e
collaborative nature of
book  pub l i sh i ng ,
involving  authors,
editors,  publishers,
p r i n t e r s ,  a n d
distributors.
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The  publication  of  Of
Mice and Men  in  New
York City in 1937 was a
pivotal  moment  in
American  literature.  It
he lped  es tab l i sh
Steinbeck  as  a  major
voice, and it gave the
wor ld  a  story  that
continues to  resonate.
The  s l im  nove l l a ,
published  by  a  mid-
sized New York house,
became  one  of  the
most frequently taught
and discussed books in
the English language.

CONCLUSION

In  summary,  Of  Mice
and  Men  was  first
published in New York
City  by  Covici  Friede,
Inc.  on  February  6,
1937 .  The  Br i t i sh
edition followed shortly
after  from  Wil l iam
Heinemann  Ltd.  in
London.  The  book's
publication in New York
placed it at the heart of
the  American  literary

scene,  allowing  it  to
reach a wide audience
d u r i n g  t h e  G r e a t
D e p r e s s i o n .  T h e
relationship  between
John Steinbeck and his
publisher Pascal Covici
was  instrumental  in
bringing  this  powerful
story  to  print.  Today,
the book is available in
countless  edit ions
worldwide,  but  i ts
origins  remain  rooted
in  that  specific  time
a n d  p l a c e .
Understanding  where
Of Mice and Men  was
published  gives  us  a
deeper appreciation for
the journey this classic
work  has  taken  from
manuscript  to  global
phenomenon.  Whether
you  are  a  s tudent
writ ing  a  report,  a
collector seeking a first
edition,  or  simply  a
c u r i o u s  r e a d e r ,
k n o w i n g  t h e
publication  history  of
Of Mice and Men adds
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a  valuable  layer  to your  understanding  of
this timeless story.


