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INTRODUCTION: A NIGHT OF
NEON GLOW AND ORCHESTRAL
GRANDEUR

There are live albums that simply
document a show, and then there are
those that capture a moment in time,
freezing the electricity of a crowd and
the peak of a band's artistic power. For
The Killers, their iconic performance at
London's Royal Albert Hall stands as a
definitive milestone. The Live From
Royal Albert Hall The Killers Setlist
is more than just a list of songs; it is a
roadmap of a band celebrating their
greatest hits while embracing the
grandeur of one of the world's most
prestigious venues. This concert,
released as a live album and DVD in
2009, captured the band at the apex of
their Sam's Town and Day & Age era,
delivering a set that has since become
legendary among fans. In this article, we
will take a deep dive into the setlist,
explore the context of the performance,
and break down why this particular night
remains a touchstone for the band's
career.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE
VENUE AND THE ERA

Before we dissect the setlist note by
note, it is crucial to understand the
weight of the venue. The Royal Albert

Hall is not just a concert hall; it is a
British institution. For a band from Las
Vegas to sell out this hallowed space is a
testament to their global appeal. The
Live From Royal Albert Hall The
Killers Setlist was performed on July
5th and 6th, 2009, during the tour
supporting their third studio album, Day
& Age. This was a period of immense
creative confidence for the band. They
were no longer just the "Mr. Brightside"
band; they had proven their depth with
the heartland rock of Sam's Town and
the shimmering, world-music-infused
pop of Day & Age.

The decision to record the show for a live
release was a strategic one. It allowed
the band to showcase their evolution.
The setlist for these two nights was
carefully curated to provide a journey
through their discography, ensuring that
long-time fans and newer converts alike
had something to cherish. The inclusion
of a full brass section and backing
vocalists elevated the material, giving
songs like "Human" and "Spaceman" a
cinematic quality that perfectly suited
the hall's renowned acoustics.

BREAKING DOWN THE LIVE FROM
ROYAL ALBERT HALL THE
KILLERS SETLIST

The setlist for this show is a masterclass
in pacing. It opens with a bang, settles
into deep cuts, rides a wave of hits, and
closes with anthemic singalongs. Let us
walk through the key segments of the
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Live From Royal Albert Hall The
Killers Setlist.

The Explosive
Opening: Setting
the Stage on Fire

The show did not waste a single second.
It kicked off with "Human," the lead
single from Day & Age. While many
bands might save their biggest hit for
the encore, The Killers opened with a
statement. The iconic synth line, echoed
through the hall, immediately set the
tone. However, the true opening punch
came with the second song: "This Is Your
Life." With its driving beat and explosive
chorus, it served as a perfect one-two
punch, getting the crowd moving and
the energy levels to a fever pitch
immediately.

Following this, the band delved into
"Somebody Told Me," a track from their
debut album Hot Fuss. This was a
deliberate choice to remind the audience
of their roots. The raw energy of the
song, combined with Brandon Flowers'
charismatic stage presence, made it
clear that this was not going to be a
subdued, seated affair. The crowd was
on their feet from the first chord.

The Heart of the
Set: Deep Cuts
and Fan

Favorites

One of the most impressive aspects of
the Live From Royal Albert Hall The
Killers Setlist is the inclusion of tracks
that were not necessarily radio hits but
were vital to the band's narrative. "The
World We Live In" and "Joy Ride" from
Day & Age found a new life in this live
setting. The brass section added a funk-
rock edge to "Joy Ride" that made it a
standout moment of the night.

Perhaps the most poignant moment of
the evening came with "A Dustland
Fairytale." This song, deeply personal to
Brandon Flowers regarding his parents'
relationship, was delivered with raw
vulnerability. The orchestral
arrangement of the Royal Albert Hall
allowed the song's melancholic beauty
to swell to breathtaking proportions. It
stood in stark contrast to the high-
energy rock numbers, proving the band's
dynamic range.

Another deep cut that received a
massive reaction was "Bling (Confession
of a King)." Taken from Sam's Town, this
song is often considered the heartbeat of
the album. Live, it transforms into a
swaggering, stadium-filling anthem. The
drums, played by Ronnie Vannucci Jr.,
were thunderous, and the crowd's vocal
participation during the chorus was
deafening.

The Hit Parade:
Unstoppable
Momentum

By the midpoint of the Live From Royal
Albert Hall The Killers Setlist, the
band had built a fortress of sound. They
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then proceeded to tear it down with a
relentless run of hits. "Smile Like You
Mean It" and "Losing Touch" provided a
nostalgic trip back to the early 2000s
indie rock scene, while "Spaceman"
showcased the band's ability to write
quirky, intelligent pop songs.

However, the sequence of "Read My
Mind" followed by "Mr. Brightside" is
perhaps the most iconic 10-minute
stretch in the band's live history. "Read
My Mind" is a song about longing and
escape, and in the cavernous space of
the Royal Albert Hall, it felt like a prayer.
Then, the opening quitar riff of "Mr.
Brightside" hit. It is impossible to
overstate the importance of this song. It
is a cultural phenomenon. The reaction
from the crowd was seismic. The Live
From Royal Albert Hall The Killers
Setlist captures this moment perfectly,
preserving the sound of thousands of
voices singing every word back to the
band with manic energy.

The Encore: The
Final Bow

No Killers show is complete without a
cathartic ending. The main set closed
with "All These Things That I've Done."
The song's central refrain, "I got soul,
but I'm not a soldier," has become a
communal chant at their shows. In the
Royal Albert Hall, it felt like a spiritual
experience. The lights, the choir, and the
sheer volume of the sound created a
wall of euphoria.

For the encore, the band returned with
"Sam's Town," the title track that had
initially confused critics but has since
been recognized as a masterpiece of
heartland rock. It was a bold choice for
an encore, but it worked. Finally, they

closed the Live From Royal Albert
Hall The Killers Setlist with an
acoustic version of "When You Were
Young," before exploding into the full-
band version. It was a dual approach to
their most beloved anthem—first
intimate, then explosive. The show
ended with "Jenny Was a Friend of Mine,"
bringing the night full circle back to their
debut album, leaving the crowd
exhausted and exhilarated.

WHY THIS SETLIST MATTERS TO
FANS

For dedicated fans of The Killers, the
Live From Royal Albert Hall The
Killers Setlist is considered the
definitive live experience. It represents a
moment in time when the band was
transitioning from "“indie darlings" to
"rock icons." The setlist is a perfect
balance of nostalgia and progression. It
includes all the songs that made them
famous, but it does so without ignoring
the artistic risks they took on Sam's
Town and Day & Age.

Furthermore, the recording quality of the
live album is pristine. The audio mix
allows every instrument to breathe. You
can hear the subtle nuances of Dave
Keuning's guitar work, the thumping
bass of Mark Stoermer, and the crisp
precision of Ronnie Vannucci's drums. It
is a document that proves The Killers are
not just a studio band; they are a
formidable live act capable of
commanding the largest stages in the
world.

THE CRITICAL AND COMMERCIAL
RECEPTION

Upon its release, the Live From Royal
Albert Hall The Killers Setlist
received widespread critical acclaim.
Reviewers praised the band's tight



performance and the venue's
spectacular atmosphere. The DVD
component was particularly celebrated
for its cinematic direction, capturing the
visual spectacle of the band's light show
and Brandon Flowers' charismatic stage
presence. Commercially, it was a
success, charting in multiple countries
and going gold or platinum in several
markets.

CONELUSTOND & NIRSIFF Talf&Tas the
benchmark against which all other Killers
tours are measured. While the band has
continued to release excellent music in
the years since, the setlist from these
2009 shows is often held up as the
perfect encapsulation of their first
decade of work.

THE LEGACY OF THE
PERFORMANCE

Looking back, the Live From Royal
Albert Hall The Killers Setlist serves
as a time capsule. It captures a band at
the peak of their commercial and artistic
powers, playing in a venue that perfectly
suits their grand, cinematic sound. The
setlist has become legendary because it
represents a "greatest hits" collection
that feels earned rather than lazy. It is a
career-spanning (up to that point)
narrative that tells the story of a band
finding its voice.

For new fans discovering The Killers
today, this live album is often the
recommended starting point. It provides
an immediate sense of why this band
has endured. The energy, the passion,
and the anthemic quality of the songs
are all on full display. The setlist is a
reminder that rock music can be both
intelligent and fun, both introspective
and communal.

LIVES FOREVER

In the vast history of live concert
recordings, few capture the magic of a
band and a venue in perfect harmony
quite like this one. The Live From
Royal Albert Hall The Killers Setlist
is not merely a list of songs; it is a
narrative arc, a celebration, and a
testament to the enduring power of
great rock music. From the opening
synth of "Human" to the final chord of
"Jenny Was a Friend of Mine," the
performance is a masterclass in live
entertainment. It cemented The Killers'
reputation as one of the greatest live
bands of their generation. For anyone
who was there, or for anyone who has
listened to the recording since, it
remains a perfect night of music—a
moment where the neon glow of Las
Vegas met the velvet grandeur of
London, and magic happened.
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