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MISHKAN T FILAH A REFORM
SIDDUR COMPLETE SHABBAT: A
GUIDE TO MODERN JEWISH
PRAYER

For  generations,  the  prayer  book  has
served as the spiritual compass of Jewish
life, guiding individuals and communities
through  the  rhythms  of  sacred  time.
Among  the  most  significant  liturgical
works of the 21st century is Mishkan T
Filah  A  Reform  Siddur  Complete
Shabbat,  a  volume  that  has  redefined
how Reform Jews across North America
encounter  prayer.  This  siddur  is  not
merely  a  collection  of  words;  it  is  a
carefully crafted experience, designed to
be both deeply rooted in Jewish tradition
and fully accessible to the contemporary
seeker.  Whether  you  are  a  lifelong
member  of  a  Reform  congregation  or
someone exploring Jewish prayer for the
first  time,  understanding  this  siddur
opens a window into the heart of modern
liberal Judaism.

The Genesis of
Mishkan T'filah
Published by the Central Conference of
American  Rabbis  (CCAR)  in  2007,
Mishkan T Filah was created to replace
the long-standing Gates of Prayer, which
had served the Reform movement since

1975.  The  need  for  a  new  siddur
reflected profound changes in Jewish life,
spirituality, and educational philosophy.
The editorial  team, led by Rabbi Elyse
Frishman,  set  out  to  create  a  prayer
book  that  honored  the  full  breadth  of
Reform  Judaism’s  theological  diversity
while  embracing  a  more  participatory
and  spiritually  evocative  approach  to
worship.
The  name  Mishkan  T  Filah  itself  is
deeply meaningful. Mishkan refers to the
ancient  Tabernacle,  the  portable
sanctuary  that  accompanied  the
Israelites  through  the  wilderness.  T’filah
means prayer. Together, the title evokes
the idea that this siddur is meant to be a
dwelling  place  for  prayer—a  sacred
space  that  the  community  builds
together each time it  opens the book.
The  Complete  Shabbat  edition  is  the
foundational  volume,  containing  all
services  for  Shabbat  evening,  Shabbat
morning, and Havdalah, along with a rich
selection  of  additional  readings  and
meditations.

What Makes the
Complete
Shabbat Edition
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Unique?
The Mishkan T Filah A Reform Siddur
Complete Shabbat edition is distinctive
in its layout, language, and theological
approach.  Unlike  traditional  siddurim
that present Hebrew on one side and a
literal  translation  on  the  other,  this
siddur uses a spread design. On each
two-page spread, the left page features
t h e  H e b r e w  t e x t  a l o n g s i d e  a
transliteration,  while  the  right  page
offers  a  poetic,  interpretive  English
rendering  of  the  same  prayer.  This
design allows worshippers of all Hebrew
l i teracy  leve ls  to  fo l low  a long,
participate, and find personal meaning in
the words.
One of the most praised features of this
siddur  is  its  commitment  to  inclusive
language. The editors worked diligently
to ensure that all references to God and
humanity avoid gender exclusivity. God
is  addressed with  a  variety  of  images
and metaphors, including King, Source,
Wellspring, and Shechinah, reflecting the
Reform movement’s understanding that
no  single  name  or  pronoun  can  fully
capture  the  Divine.  This  theological
openness invites each person to connect
with God in a way that feels authentic to
their own spiritual journey.

Navigating the
Shabbat Evening
Service
The  Shabbat  evening  service,  or
Kabbalat Shabbat, is a gateway into the
Sabbath. In Mishkan T Filah A Reform
Siddur  Complete  Shabbat ,  this
service begins with a selection of psalms

and  poetic  readings  designed  to  help
worshippers transition from the noise of
the week into the peace of Shabbat. The
siddur includes several versions of Lecha
Dodi, the mystical poem that welcomes
t h e  S a b b a t h  b r i d e ,  a l l o w i n g
congregations to choose the melody and
style that best suits their community.
The core of the evening service includes
the Sh’ma and its blessings, the Amidah
(the standing prayer), and the Kiddush
sanctifying  the  day.  Each  section  is
presented  with  clear  instructions  and
ample space for meditation. The siddur
also  includes  alternative  readings  and
interpretive  texts  alongside  the
tradit ional  l i turgy,  encouraging
worshippers to engage with the prayers
on  multiple  levels—intellectually,
emotionally,  and  spiritually.

The Shabbat
Morning
Experience
The  Shabbat  morning  service  in  this
siddur  is  a  rich  tapestry  of  P’sukei
D’zimra  (verses  of  praise),  the  Sh’ma
and its blessings, the Amidah,  and the
Torah service.  What sets the Complete
Shabbat edition apart is the care given
to  the  Torah service  itself.  The siddur
includes a full outline for the reading of
the  Torah,  with  blessings  in  Hebrew,
transliteration, and English. Additionally,
there  are  extensive  readings  and
reflections  for  the  Haftarah  (the
prophetic  portion),  connecting  the
weekly Torah portion to broader themes
in Jewish thought.
A  particularly  beloved  feature  of
Mishkan  T  Filah  is  the  inclusion  of
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alternative  meditations  and
interpretive  readings  alongside  the
traditional  fixed  prayers.  For  example,
before the Amidah, a worshipper might
find  a  contemporary  poem  or  a  brief
teaching  from  a  modern  rabbi  that
deepens the intention of the prayer. This
layering of voices—ancient and modern,
Hebrew  and  English,  fixed  and
spontaneous—creates  a  dynamic
worship  experience  that  feels  both
grounded  and  alive.

Havdalah and
the Closing of
Shabbat
The Complete Shabbat edition would not
be  complete  without  the  Havdalah
service,  the beautiful  ritual  that marks
the end of Shabbat and the beginning of
the  new  week.  The  siddur  presents
Havdalah with the traditional  blessings
over wine, spices, and candlelight, along
with  evocative  poetry  and  songs.  The
layout  encourages  a  multisensory
experience,  reminding  participants  to
see the light, smell the spices, and taste
the  wine  as  they  bid  farewell  to  the
Sabbath.  This  section  also  includes
readings for Motza’ei Shabbat, the time
just  after  Shabbat,  helping  individuals
carry the spirit of the day into the week
ahead.

Accessibility and
Educational

Philosophy
One of the core goals of the Mishkan T
Filah  A  Reform  Siddur  Complete
Shabbat  i s  access ib i l i t y .  The
transliteration  system  is  clear  and
consistent, making it possible for those
who  do  not  read  Hebrew  fluently  to
chant along with the congregation. The
English readings are written in a poetic
yet  contemporary  idiom,  avoiding
archaic  language  that  might  create
distance  between  the  worshipper  and
the prayer.
The  siddur  also  reflects  the  Reform
movement’s  commitment  to  informed
choice. Rather than presenting a single,
dogmatic  version  of  the  liturgy,  the
editors  offer  multiple  options  for  key
prayers. For instance, the Amidah  may
appear  in  several  versions,  each  with
slightly  different  theological  emphases.
This approach empowers individuals and
congregations  to  make  their  own
decisions about  how to pray,  honoring
the diversity of belief within the Reform
community.

The Role of
Music and Song
Music  is  integral  to  the  experience  of
using this siddur. The Complete Shabbat
edition includes a substantial selection of
nusach  (traditional  chant  modes)  and
contemporary  melodies.  Many  of  the
services are designed to be sung, and
the  siddur  provides  cues  for  when  to
stand,  when  to  bow,  and  when  to
respond.  The  inclusion  of  songs  like
Shalom  Aleichem,  Yedid  Nefesh,  and
various  settings  of  the Kaddish  makes
the  siddur  a  practical  tool  for  both
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cantors and lay leaders.  Congregations
have  reported  that  the  musical  flow  of
the services in this siddur helps create a
sense of unity and spiritual elevation.

A Siddur for
Personal and
Communal Use
While  Mishkan  T  Filah  A  Reform
Siddur Complete Shabbat is primarily
designed for synagogue use, it has also
become  a  cherished  resource  for
personal prayer. Many individuals own a
copy  for  use  at  home,  especially  for
Friday  night  dinners  or  for  morning
meditation. The siddur includes a section
of  Birkat  HaMazon  (grace after  meals)
and  other  blessings  for  daily  life,
extending  its  usefulness  beyond  the
sanctuary.
For those who are new to Jewish prayer,
the siddur serves as a gentle teacher.
The layout itself guides the eye and the
heart. The inclusion of brief instructions,
such as “The leader begins” or “All rise,”
helps  worshippers  know  what  to  do
without  feeling  lost.  For  experienced
daveners,  the  siddur  offers  depth:  the
Hebrew text  is  meticulously  vocalized,
the commentary is thoughtful,  and the
alternative  readings  invite  continual
discovery.

Theological
Themes in the

Siddur
Throughout  Mishkan T  Filah,  several
theological themes recur. One is the idea
of  covenant—the ongoing  relationship
between  God  and  the  Jewish  people.
Another is the concept of repairing the
world (tikkun olam), which is woven into
the  prayers  and  readings.  The  siddur
also  emphasizes  the  importance  of
community ,  grat i tude,  and  the
sanctification  of  time.  Shabbat  itself  is
portrayed as a gift, a taste of the world
to come, and a reminder of creation and
redemption.
The  editors  were  intentional  about
including  readings  that  speak  to
contemporary  issues  such  as  social
justice, environmental responsibility, and
interfaith understanding. This relevance
helps the siddur feel alive and connected
to the lives of those who use it. It is not a
museum piece  of  ancient  texts,  but  a
living document that continues to evolve
with the community.

How This Siddur
Compares to
Others
For  those  familiar  with  other  Reform
siddurim, such as Gates of Prayer or the
more  recent  Mishkan  HaNefesh  (the
machzor  for  the  High  Holy  Days),  the
Complete  Shabbat  edition  offers  a
distinct experience. It is more spacious
in design, more poetic in its English, and
more  inc lus ive  in  i ts  language.
Compared  to  traditional  Orthodox  or
Conservative siddurim, it is notably more
interpretive  and  participatory,  reflecting
the  Reform  movement’s  emphasis  on
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i n fo rmed  cho ice  and  persona l
connection.
The Mishkan T Filah A Reform Siddur
Complete Shabbat  has  been  praised
for  its  beauty  and  functionality.  The
hardcover binding, the clear typography,
and the thoughtful  use of artwork and
white space all contribute to a sense of
reverence. It is a book that invites touch
and attention.

Conclusion
In  a  world  of  constant  distraction  and
rapid change, the Mishkan T Filah A

Reform  Siddur  Complete  Shabbat
stands as a sanctuary of words. It is a
siddur  that  meets  people  where  they
are—whether  they  are  fluent  in  Hebrew
or just beginning to learn, whether they
are  certain  in  their  faith  or  full  of
questions.  By  blending  tradition  with
innovation, inclusivity with authenticity,
and  structure  with  spontaneity,  this
prayer  book  has  become  a  beloved
companion for countless individuals and
congregations. It truly is a dwelling place
for prayer, built anew each Shabbat by
those who open its pages and lift their
voices in praise, gratitude, and hope.


