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REVISITING THE CAST OF AGENT CODY BANKS 2:
DESTINATION LONDON

Spy movies for a younger audience found a surprising hit in the
early 2000s with the Agent Cody Banks franchise. While the
original  film  introduced  audiences  to  a  teenage  secret  agent
balancing high school and international espionage, the sequel,
Agent Cody Banks 2: Destination London, raised the stakes by
sending the  young operative  across  the  Atlantic.  Released in
2004,  this  film  is  fondly  remembered  for  its  lighthearted  tone,
slapstick gadgets, and a cast that blended youthful energy with
seasoned comedic talent. At the heart of any sequel is whether
the new faces can match the original's chemistry. Let's take a
deep dive into the Agent Cody Banks 2 Destination London
cast and explore the actors who brought this adventure to life.

Frankie Muniz Returns as
the Title Character
Frankie Muniz reprises his role as Cody Banks, the reluctant but
skilled  CIA  operative.  By  the  time  of  the  sequel,  Muniz  was
already  a  household  name thanks  to  his  leading  role  in  the
television series Malcolm in the Middle. In Destination London,
Muniz brings a more confident version of Cody to the screen. He
is no longer the awkward novice from the first film; he is an agent
who has learned the ropes, even if  he still  struggles with the
typical  problems  of  a  teenager.  Muniz's  comedic  timing  and
natural  charisma  anchor  the  film,  making  the  audience  root  for
Cody as he navigates a plot involving a rogue CIA agent and a
mind-control device. His performance balances the absurdity of
the spy genre with a genuine charm that makes the character
relatable, even when he is riding a tricked-out scooter through
the streets of London.

Hilary Duff Steps In as the
New Love Interest
One of the biggest changes in the sequel is the introduction of a
new  love  interest.  Hilary  Duff  plays  Natalie  Connors,  a  wealthy
and brainy student at a prestigious London boarding school. Duff
was at the peak of her teen idol fame, having starred in Lizzie
McGuire  and  released  successful  music  albums.  Her  casting
brought  a  massive  fanbase  to  the  film.  Unlike  the  first  movie's
love interest, Natalie is more directly involved in the plot. She is
not  just  a  damsel  in  distress;  she  is  smart,  resourceful,  and
suspicious  of  the  goings-on  at  her  school.  Duff's  chemistry  with
Muniz  drives  the  romantic  subplot,  which  is  wholesome  and
appropriate for the film's target audience. Her role also allows the
film to explore the clash between Cody's American-style spy work
and the more reserved, elite world of a British boarding school.

Anthony Anderson as the
Comedic Sidekick
Every good spy needs a  support  system,  and in  Agent  Cody
Banks  2,  that  support  comes in  the  form of  Derek  Bowman,
played  by  Anthony  Anderson.  Anderson  brings  his  signature
brand of loud, energetic comedy to the role of a CIA technical
expert who is stationed in London. He is the guy who provides
Cody with all the ridiculous gadgets, from a magnetic grappling
hook  to  a  disguise  kit  that  never  quite  works  as  intended.
Anderson's  performance is  a  highlight  for  viewers  looking for
laughs. He plays off Muniz very well,  acting as both the voice of
absurdity  and  the  reluctant  partner  in  the  field.  His  character
provides  much  of  the  film's  physical  comedy,  and  his  presence
keeps  the  tone  light  even  when  the  plot  involves  world-
threatening technology.

Keith David Brings Gravitas
as the CIA Director
To add a layer of authority to the otherwise playful  cast,  the
filmmakers  brought  in  veteran  actor  Keith  David.  Known  for  his
deep, commanding voice and roles in classics like The Thing and
They Live, David plays CIA Director. In the sequel, he is the one
who  sends  Cody  on  the  mission  to  London.  David's  role  is
relatively  small,  but  his  presence  is  critical.  He  provides  the
necessary  "mission  briefing"  scene  that  sets  the  plot  in  motion.
Having  an  actor  of  David's  caliber  in  the  cast  gives  the  film  a
sense of legitimacy. He treats the material seriously, which in
turn makes the absurd spy gadgets  and situations feel  more
credible for  the younger audience.  His stern demeanor is  the
perfect foil to Anderson's goofy antics.

A Look at the Villains
A spy movie is only as good as its antagonist, and Destination
London boasts a memorable pair of villains. The main antagonist
is Victor Diaz, played by actor and singer Oded Fehr. Diaz is a
wealthy and ruthless businessman who has developed a mind-
control  device.  Fehr,  known for  his  roles  in  The Mummy  and
Resident Evil franchises, plays the role with a suave, menacing
intensity.  He is  not  a  cartoonish  villain;  he  is  calculated and
dangerous, making him a credible threat for Cody.
Assisting Diaz is  the nefarious Mrs.  Kentworth,  played by the
legendary British actress Anna Chancellor. Chancellor is a familiar
face to fans of British cinema and television, having appeared in
Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  and  Spooks.  She  plays  the
headmistress of the boarding school who is secretly in league
with Diaz. Chancellor brings a cold, refined evil to the role. She is
the perfect "evil headmistress," using her position of authority to
keep  Cody  and  Natalie  off-balance.  The  pairing  of  Fehr's
scheming  businessman  and  Chancellor's  icy  school  matron
creates a villainous duo that feels both classic and entertaining.

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Agent Cody Banks 2 Destination London Cast 2023-02-13

The Supporting Cast of
Students and Agents
The  Agent  Cody  Banks  2  Destination  London  cast  also
includes a number of supporting characters that enrich the story.
At the London boarding school, Cody meets a group of students
who provide local color and obstacles. Among them is a rival
student  who  takes  an  immediate  disliking  to  the  "American"
newcomer. These minor roles are played by a mix of British and
American actors, adding to the authentic fish-out-of-water feel for
Cody.

Daniel Roebuck briefly reprises his role as the CIA tech
expert from the first film, providing continuity for fans.
Hannah Waddingham, long before her fame in Ted Lasso,
appears in a small role. Her presence in the cast is a fun
Easter egg for viewers who recognize her today.
Connor Widdows plays a young student who helps Cody,
showing that the film isn't just about adults; it gives agency
to the younger characters as well.

How the Cast Elevates the
Plot
The success  of  any family  spy film relies  on the cast's  ability  to
sell  the  premise.  The  Agent  Cody  Banks  2  Destination
London cast manages this with aplomb. Muniz anchors the film
with his everyman quality. He is not a super-agent; he is a kid
who happens to have skills, and he makes mistakes. This makes
him  endearing.  Duff  provides  the  grounded  counterpoint,  while
Anderson ensures the energy never dips too low. The villains,
Fehr and Chancellor, play the straight men to the rest of the cast,
allowing the humor to bounce off their serious performances.
The chemistry between the main actors is evident. The scenes
where Cody and Natalie are undercover at a formal dance, or
when Cody and Derek are trying to break into a secure facility,
are elevated by the actors' willingness to commit to the silliness.
Keith  David's  stern  briefings  give  the  whole  adventure  a
framework of fake-importance that makes the movie feel like a
"real" spy thriller for kids.

Where Are They Now? A
Look at the Cast's Later

Careers
Looking back at the Agent Cody Banks 2 Destination London
cast nearly two decades later, it is interesting to see where their
careers have gone. Frankie Muniz stepped away from acting for a
while to pursue professional race car driving and music, though
he  has  recently  returned  to  acting.  Hilary  Duff  continued  her
music and acting career, starring in the TV show Younger and
now leads the How I Met Your Father series. Anthony Anderson
became a massive star as the lead of the hit sitcom Black-ish,
earning multiple Emmy nominations. Oded Fehr has continued to
work in genre television, including a role in Star Trek: Discovery.
Perhaps  the  biggest  post-film  success  story  is  Hannah
Waddingham, who went from a small  role in this film to winning
an Emmy for her iconic role as Rebecca Welton in Ted Lasso.

Why the Cast Still Works for
Today's Audiences
For those revisiting the film or watching it  for  the first  time,  the
cast  is  the  primary  reason  to  enjoy  Agent  Cody  Banks  2:
Destination London. The movie does not take itself too seriously,
and neither does the cast. They deliver a fun, action-packed story
that is free from the cynicism of many modern spy parodies. The
cast members all perform their roles with a sense of playfulness
that makes the movie a time capsule of early 2000s children's
entertainment. It represents a time when teen spies were all the
rage, and the casting of pop culture icons like Muniz and Duff was
the key to a film's success.

Conclusion
The  Agent  Cody  Banks  2  Destination  London  cast  is  a
perfect snapshot of early 2000s pop culture, blending TV stars,
rising musicians, and established character actors. Frankie Muniz
and  Hilary  Duff  provide  the  star  power  for  the  younger
demographic, while the supporting work of Anthony Anderson,
Keith David, Oded Fehr, and Anna Chancellor provides the depth
and humor that keeps the movie entertaining for all ages. The
cast's  genuine  chemistry  and  commitment  to  the  material
transform a fairly standard plot into a nostalgic adventure that
still holds up as a light, fun spy romp. Whether you are a fan of
Muniz's awkward charm or Anderson's loud comedy, the cast of
this sequel delivers exactly what a family spy movie needs: heart,
humor, and a bit of gadget-driven action.


