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BRINGING THE PRIDE LANDS TO
YOUR LOCAL STAGE: THE
ULTIMATE GUIDE TO A KIDS
SCRIPT FOR THE LION KING

There is a moment of pure magic when a
group of children, dressed in homemade
manes and painted whiskers, brings the
African  savanna  to  life.  The  story  of
Simba, the brave lion cub who must find
his  way  back  to  his  dest iny,  has
captivated  audiences  for  decades.  For

educators,  drama  teachers,  and
community leaders, staging this tale is a
rite  of  passage.  However,  finding  the
right material  can be a challenge. You
need a kids script for The Lion King
that is faithful to the beloved story yet
age-appropriate, manageable in length,
and  full  of  opportunities  for  young
performers to shine. This guide will walk
you  through  everything  you  need  to
create  a  memorable  production,  from
adapting the source material to staging
the iconic scenes.

https://www.everybodystreet.com/
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WHY A KIDS SCRIPT FOR THE
LION KING IS A PERFECT CHOICE

The Lion King is more than just a classic
animated  film;  it  is  a  universal  coming-
of -age  story  bui l t  on  themes  of
responsibility,  loss,  friendship,  and
redemption. When you work with a kids
script  for  The  Lion  King,  you  are
giving children a chance to explore deep
emotional  arcs  while  having  fun.  The
animal  characters  allow  for  creative
costume design and physical expression,
making  it  ideal  for  young  actors  who
may be shy about traditional dialogue.
Moreover,  the music—whether you use
simplified  versions  or  original
songs—offers  a  powerful  emotional
backbone. From the opening of "Circle of
Life"  to  the  triumphant  finale,  the

journey of  Simba teaches lessons that
resonate with children and adults alike.

Educational and
Social Benefits of
Staging This Play
Beyond the performance itself, working
on a  kids script  for  The Lion King
offers  immense  educational  value.
Children  develop  public  speaking
skills, learn to work as a team, and build
empathy by stepping into the shoes of
different  characters.  The  story  also
provides  rich  discussion  points  about
ecosystems,  the circle  of  life,  and the
importance  of  community.  Drama
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teachers  often  find  that  students  who
struggle  with  traditional  academics
blossom on stage, and this script gives
them a platform to shine.

FINDING OR CREATING THE
PERFECT SCRIPT

One  of  the  first  hurdles  is  obtaining  a
suitable  script.  You  have  two  main
options:  finding  a  pre-written  version  or
creating  your  own  adaptation.  Let  us
explore both paths.

Pre-Written Kids
Scripts for The

Lion King
Several publishers and online resources
offer  royalty-free  or  low-cost  scripts
designed  specifically  for  children.  These
scripts typically shorten the runtime to
30–60  minutes,  reduce  the  number  of
characters, and simplify language. Look
for scripts that include narration options
to  help  keep  the  story  moving.  Some
popular  versions  are  offered  by  Drama
Notebook,  Pioneer  Drama  Service,
and Freedrama.  When searching,  use
the specific phrase "kids script for The
Lion  King"  to  find  age-appropriate
materials.  Always  check  the  licensing
terms,  as  some  scripts  require  a
performance  license  even  if  they  are
free to download.
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Adapting the
Original Story
Yourself
If  you  cannot  find  a  script  that  fits  your
group, writing your own adaptation can
be a rewarding project. Start by outlining
the  key  plot  points:  Mufasa's  death,
Simba's exile, his friendship with Timon
and Pumbaa, and his return to claim the
throne.  Keep  the  dialogue  short  and
punchy. For a kids script for The Lion
King,  aim  for  no  more  than  20–30
speaking roles, and consider combining
minor characters (such as the hyenas or
the lionesses) into chorus groups. Use a
narrator  to  bridge  scenes  and  explain

transitions  that  the  original  film handles
visually.

ESSENTIAL CHARACTERS AND
CASTING TIPS

When  cast ing  your  product ion,
remember that  every child  deserves a
meaningful role. Here is a breakdown of
the  main  characters  you  will  likely
include in your kids script for The Lion
King.

Simba (young and adult): The
heart of the story. You can split
the role between two actors—one
for young Simba (sweet and
curious) and one for adult Simba
(strong and conflicted).
Nala (young and adult): Simba's
best friend and later his queen. A
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strong female lead who also works
well as a dual role.
Mufasa: The wise and loving
father. This role requires a calm
presence and clear projection.
Scar: The villain every audience
loves to hate. A natural ham actor
will enjoy this role, but ensure the
performance stays within school-
appropriate bounds.
Timon and Pumbaa: The comic
relief duo. Their scenes provide
energy and laughter, allowing shy
actors to flourish.
Rafiki: The wise mandrill who
guides Simba. This character often
works best with an older child or
an adult due to the philosophical
lines.
Hyenas (Shenzi, Banzai, Ed): A

trio that can be expanded into a
chorus of hyenas for more
participation.
Ensemble/Zazu, Sarabi,
Lionesses, and Animals: Use
these roles for all remaining
students. The "Circle of Life"
opening can involve the entire
cast.

Tip for Casting
Large Groups
If  you  have  more  children  than  roles,
consider doubling up animal characters
or  adding  a  chorus  of  "spirit  animals"
that  move scenery  and provide  sound
effects.  A  kids  script  for  The  Lion
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King  can  easily  accommodate  40+
participants  with  creative  staging.

KEY SCENES TO INCLUDE IN
YOUR PRODUCTION

To  keep  the  story  coherent  without
overwhelming  young  performers,  focus
on  these  essential  scenes.  Your  kids
script  for  The  Lion  King  should
include the following moments in some
form.

The Presentation of Simba: The1.
opening ceremony where all
animals gather. Great for a large
cast.
The Elephant Graveyard: Simba2.
and Nala's forbidden adventure. A
short, suspenseful scene with the
hyenas.

Mufasa's Death: The emotional3.
turning point. Handle with
sensitivity; consider using a
narrated moment behind a scrim
to soften the impact.
Simba's Exile and the Jungle4.
Life: Where Timon and Pumbaa
teach "Hakuna Matata." A fun,
lighthearted segment.
Rafiki's Guidance: The scene5.
where Simba remembers his
father. Simple staging but
powerful dialogue.
The Final Battle and Return:6.
Simba confronting Scar. You can
stage this with choreographed
movement rather than actual
fighting.
The Circle of Life Finale:7.
Reprise of the opening with the
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birth of Simba and Nala's cub. A
joyful ending.

PRODUCTION TIPS FOR A KIDS-
FOCUSED PERFORMANCE

Staging  a  kids  script  for  The  Lion
King  requires  creative  solutions  for
costumes,  sets,  and  music.  Here  are
practical  tips  to  make your  production
shine.

Costumes on a
Budget
You  do  not  need  expensive  replica
costumes.  Use  neutral-colored  clothing
(browns,  tans,  blacks)  and  add simple
accessories: felt manes for lions, spotted

fabric for hyenas, and monkey masks for
Rafiki.  Ears  and  tails  made  of  felt  or
fabric scraps are easy to attach. For the
character  of  Pumbaa,  a  large  grey
pillowcase or hooded sweatshirt with a
snout  works  wonders.  The  key  is
uniformity—decide  on  a  color  palette
early.

Set and Scenery
Keep sets minimal and symbolic. A large
painted  backdrop  of  Pride  Rock  on  a
bedsheet  can  be  effective.  Use
cardboard trees and cotton-bush clouds.
For the stampede scene, you can create
a  simple  shadow  puppet  effect  with  a
white  sheet  and  flashlight.  The  less
cluttered  the  stage,  the  more  the
children’s  performances  will  stand  out.
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Music and Sound
If  you are using a script  that  includes
song lyrics, ensure you have permission.
The  original  Disney  songs  are  under
strict  copyright;  however,  many  kids
script  for  The  Lion  King  versions
include  original  music  that  sounds
similar.  Alternatively,  use  instrumental
backing tracks from royalty-free sources.
Teach the children to sing a cappella if
needed.  Sound  effects—like  the  roar  of
Mufasa or the laugh of the hyenas—can
be performed live by students offstage.

INTEGRATING EDUCATIONAL
LESSONS

Beyond performance, a kids script for
The Lion King can be a springboard for

classroom activities.  Before  rehearsals,
discuss  the  savanna  ecosystem.  Have
students  research  lions,  meerkats,
warthogs, and hyenas. Ask them to write
a journal  entry as Simba after  leaving
the  Pride  Lands.  This  cross-curricular
approach  deepens  their  understanding
of the story and makes the play a true
learning experience.

Encourage
Student
Ownership
Allow children to suggest movement for
their  animal  characters.  Let  the hyena
group develop a cackling routine, or let
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Timon  and  Pumbaa  improvise  their
"Hakuna Matata" dance. When students
feel  ownership  over  their  roles,  their
confidence skyrockets.

COMMON CHALLENGES AND HOW
TO OVERCOME THEM

Even the best-planned production faces
obstacles. Here are solutions tailored to
a kids script for The Lion King.
Challenge:  Line  memorization  for
younger  children.
Solution: Use a narrator to carry heavy
exposition.  Give  characters  short,
repeated lines. For young Simba, let him
say simple phrases like "I'm scared" or
"Let's go!"
Challenge: The stampede scene is too
intense.

Solution:  Instead  of  a  physical
stampede,  use  a  sound  collage  of
roaring  and  thumping  while  the  lights
dim. The narrator describes the event.
This keeps the emotional weight without
requiring dangerous choreography.
Challenge: Including all students when
there are not enough named roles.
Solution: Create a "pride" of lionesses
who appear in several scenes as backup
singers  or  dancers.  Add  a  flock  of  birds
(students  in  feather  headbands)  that
cross the stage between scenes. Every
child can be part of the "Circle of Life"
procession.

WHERE TO FIND RESOURCES AND
SUPPORT

When you start your search for a kids
scr ipt  for  The  Lion  King ,  use
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special ized  forums  and  teacher
communities.  Websites  like  Teachers
Pay  Teachers  sometimes  offer  short
scripts.  Your  local  library's  children's
theat re  sect ion  may  a lso  have
anthologies  that  include  simplified
adaptations.  Remember  to  always
respect copyright; many free scripts are
available  that  offer  the  same  story
structure  without  using  Disney's  exact
language.  connect  with  other  drama
instructors on social media groups—they
often  share  their  own  adapted  scripts
generously.

CONCLUSION

Staging  a  kids  script  for  The  Lion
King  is  one  of  the  most  rewarding
experiences  a  young  performer  can
have.  The  story’s  timeless  themes  of
courage  and  community  resonate
deeply, and the process of bringing the
Pride  Lands  to  l i fe  builds  lasting
memories  and  skills.  Whether  you
choose a pre-written script or craft your
own, the key is to keep the focus on the
children's growth and joy.  With careful
planning,  creative  costuming,  and  a
supportive environment, your production
can be a roaring success. So gather your
young  actors,  distribute  those  manes
and  tails,  and  let  the  circle  of  life
begin—right on your stage.


