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There is something
undeniably enchanting
about a snow globe.
With a gentle shake, a
miniature world comes
to life as sparkling
snow swirls around tiny
houses, trees, or
cherished figurines. For
decades, these
whimsical objects have
captured the
imagination of children
and adults alike,
serving as souvenirs,
holiday decorations,
and treasured
keepsakes. But have

you ever wondered
how to make snow
globes yourself? The
good news is that
crafting your own snow
globe at home is not
only surprisingly simple
but also allows for
endless creativity.
Whether you want to
create a personalized
gift, a festive
centerpiece, or a fun
weekend project with
the kids, learning how
to make snow globes
opens the door to a
world of imaginative
possibilities. This guide
will walk you through
everything you need to
know, from gathering
materials to mastering
the perfect swirling
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effect, so you can
create a stunning
homemade snow globe
that rivals any store-
bought version.

WHY MAKE YOUR
OWN SNOW
GLOBE?

Before diving into the
step-by-step process of
how to make snow
globes, it is worth
considering why this
craft is so rewarding.
First, homemade snow
globes are highly
customizable. You can
choose a theme that

reflects a  special
memory, a favorite
holiday, or even a
beloved character.

Second, making a snow
globe is an affordable
activity that uses items
you may already have
at home. Finally, it is a
wonderful way to
create meaningful
handmade gifts. A
snow globe crafted

with a personal
touch—perhaps

featuring a photo, a
tiny ornament from a
vacation, or a
miniature replica of a
beloved pet—carries
far more sentimental
value than anything
bought in a store. Now
that you are inspired,
let us explore how to
make snow globes that
are beautiful, durable,
and truly one-of-a-kind.

MATERIALS YOU
WILL NEED TO
MAKE A SNOW
GLOBE

To learn how to make
snow globes
successfully, it is
essential to gather the
right materials. The
beauty of this craft is
that most items are
easy to find at craft
stores or even around
your home. Here is a
comprehensive list of
what you will need:
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Essential
Supplies

* A clear glass
jar with a tight-
fitting lid:
Mason jars, baby
food jars, or any
clear container
with a smooth,
even mouth work
well. The size
depends on the
scene you want
to create.

A waterproof
figurine or
miniature
scene: Plastic or
ceramic
figurines, small
toys, miniature
trees, or polymer
clay creations
are ideal. Avoid
anything made of
paper or
untreated wood,
as it may
deteriorate in

water.

Distilled water:
Tap water
contains
minerals that can
cause cloudiness
over time.
Distilled water
ensures your
snow globe stays
crystal clear.
Glycerin or
baby oil: This
thickens the
water, allowing
the snow to fall
slowly and
gracefully.
Glycerin is
available at
pharmacies or
craft stores.
Glitter or faux
snow: Fine, non-
metallic glitter or
specially
designed snow
globe snow
creates the best
effect. Avoid
large, chunky
glitter, which can



clump.

e Waterproof
adhesive: A
strong silicone
sealant or epoxy
glue is required
to attach the
figurine to the lid
and to seal the
lid shut. Hot glue
is not
recommended,
as it may
eventually peel
off underwater.

e Ribbon, twine,
or decorative
tape: For
embellishing the
outside of the jar
lid.

Optional
Supplies
for

Customiz
ation

e Food coloring:

A drop or two
can tint the
water for a
magical, colored
snow globe.
Small beads or
sequins: These
can add extra
sparkle and
interest.
Polymer clay:
For sculpting
custom figurines
or a base for
your scene.
Magnifying
glass or small
lens: For adding
a whimsical
detail to the jar.

STEP-BY-STEP
GUIDE: HOW TO
MAKE SNOW
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GLOBES

Now that you have
your materials ready, it
is time to dive into the
process. Follow these
steps carefully to
ensure your snow
globe turns out
beautifully and lasts for
years.

Step 1:
Clean
and
Prepare
the Jar

Thoroughly wash and
dry your glass jar and
lid. Remove any labels
or sticky residue
completely. The jar
must be spotless both
inside and out, as any
dust or debris will be
magnified in the water.

For the best results,
use a lint-free cloth to
polish the glass until it
sparkles.

Step 2:
Design
and
Attach
Your
Scene

This is the most
creative step in
learning how to make
snow globes. Decide
what scene you want
to create. Will it be a
winter wonderland with
a tiny house and pine
trees? A whimsical
underwater scene? Or
a nostalgic memory
featuring a small toy
from your childhood.



Once you have chosen
your figurines, arrange
them on the inside of
the jar lid. Use a strong
waterproof adhesive to
glue them in place.
Allow the glue to cure
completely, following
the manufacturer's
instructions. This is
critical—if the glue is
not fully set, the
figurine may float or
shift when you add the
water.

Step 3:
Add the
Liquid
Base

Fill the jar almost to
the top with distilled
water. Leave about a
half-inch of space at
the top to allow for the
displacement caused
by the figurine and the

lid. Add a few drops of
glycerin or a small
splash of baby oil. The
amount you use will
affect how slowly the
glitter falls. Start with
one teaspoon of
glycerin per cup of
water and adjust from
there. Remember, a
little goes a long way.

Step 4.
Add the
Snow and
Sparkle

Now it is time to add
your glitter or faux
snow. Start with a
small amount—about a
pinch or two. You can
always add more later,
but removing excess
glitter is difficult. If you
want a colored snow
globe, add a single
drop of food coloring at
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this stage. Stir the
water gently with a

clean spoon to
distribute the glitter
and any coloring
evenly.

Step 5:
Seal the
Jar
Carefully

Before you screw on
the lid, apply a
generous ring of
silicone sealant or
waterproof glue to the
inside of the lid's rim.
This will create a
watertight seal that
prevents leaks and
keeps the water from
evaporating. Then,
carefully screw the lid
on as tightly as
possible. Wipe away
any excess sealant
that squeezes out.

Allow the sealant to
cure for at least 24
hours before handling
the snow globe further.

Step 6:
Test and
Adjust

Once the sealant is
fully cured, gently
shake your snow globe
and watch the snow
swirl. If the glitter falls
too quickly, add a tiny
bit more glycerin or
baby oil through a
small hole (if you have
not sealed it yet) or
start over with a new
batch. If it falls too
slowly, add more
distilled water to thin
the mixture. This trial-
and-error process is
part of the fun of
learning how to make
snow globes.



Step 7:
Decorate
the Lid

Finally, embellish the
outside of the lid to
give your snow globe a
finished look. Wrap a
piece of colorful ribbon,
twine, or decorative
tape around the lid.
You can also glue a
small piece of felt or
fabric to the top of the
lid for a polished
appearance. This step
is purely aesthetic, but
it adds a professional
touch.

TIPS AND TRICKS
FOR THE PERFECT
SNOW GLOBE

Mastering how to make
snow globes involves
more than just
following steps. Here
are some expert tips to

elevate your craft:

* Use distilled
water only: This
is the single most
important factor
for long-lasting
clarity. Tap water
will eventually
cause cloudiness
and algae
growth.

e Choose the
right glitter:
Fine, iridescent
or white glitter
gives the most
natural snow-like
effect. Avoid
metallic or
chunky glitter,
which can look
unnatural and
may settle too
quickly.

e Seal from the
inside out:
Applying sealant
to the lid rim
before screwing
it on ensures a
strong bond. You
canalsoruna
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bead of silicone
around the
outside seam for
extra protection.
Let the glue
cure fully:
Patience is key. If
you rush the
curing process,
your figurine
may detach, or
the seal may fail.
Experiment
with glycerin
amounts: The
ideal consistency
allows the glitter
to swirl gently
and then settle
slowly. Test small
batches to find
your perfect
ratio.

Keep it clean:
Work in a clean
environment.
Even a single
speck of dust can
be magnified and
become a visible
blemish in your
finished globe.

CREATIVE SNOW
GLOBE IDEAS TO
INSPIRE YOU

Once you understand
the basic technique of
how to make snow
globes, the possibilities
are endless. Here are
some creative themes
to get you started:

Seasonal
Snow
Globes

Create a winter
wonderland with snow-
covered pine trees, a
tiny sleigh, and a
dusting of white glitter.
For autumn, use
orange and gold glitter
with miniature
pumpkins and leaves.
Spring can feature
pastel-colored glitter
and tiny flowers or
butterflies.
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Memory
Snow
Globes

Use a small photo
(laminated or sealed in
plastic) as the
backdrop of your
scene. Combine it with
miniature items that
represent a special
vacation, a wedding
day, or a beloved pet.
These make incredibly
heartfelt gifts.

Underwat
er Snow
Globes

Use blue food coloring
and add small
seashells, plastic fish,
or a tiny diver. Instead
of white glitter, use
clear or iridescent

glitter to mimic
bubbles and light rays.
Glycerin helps the
"bubbles" float slowly.

Fantasy
and Fairy
Tale
Globes

Create a magical forest
with tiny mushrooms, a
fairy figurine, and fine
gold or silver glitter.
Add a drop of purple or
pink food coloring for
an ethereal glow.
These globes are
particularly popular
with children.

Travel
Souvenir
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Snow
Globes

Instead of buying a
generic souvenir, make
your own from a
vacation. Use a small
Eiffel Tower figurine
from a trip to Paris, a
tiny palm tree from a
beach holiday, or a
miniature landmark.
Personalize it with sand
or tiny shells instead of
snow.

TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON ISSUES
WHEN MAKING
SNOW GLOBES

Even experienced
crafters encounter
challenges when
learning how to make
snow globes. Here are
solutions to the most
common problems:
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Cloudy
Water

If your water becomes
cloudy after a few
days, you likely used
tap water. The
minerals are reacting
with the glycerin or
glue. The only fix is to
start over with distilled
water. Prevention is
the best cure.

Glitter
Clumping

Glitter can clump if the
water is too thick or if
the glitter is low
quality. Use fine, non-
metallic glitter and
avoid adding too much
glycerin. A tiny drop of
dish soap can
sometimes help
disperse the glitter, but
use it sparingly.



Air
Bubbles

Air bubbles can form
after sealing the jar. To
minimize them, fill the
jar slowly and tap the
sides gently to release
trapped air before
sealing. If bubbles
appear later, they are
usually harmless and
will dissipate over
time.

Leaking
Lid

If your snow globe
leaks, the sealant was
not applied evenly or
did not cure fully.
Remove the lid, clean
off the old sealant, and
apply a fresh, generous
bead. Allow it to cure

for a full 24 hours
before testing again.
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Figurine
Floating
or Moving

This usually happens
when the adhesive is
not waterproof or has
not cured completely.
Use a strong epoxy or
silicone designed for
underwater use.
Ensure the lid surface
is clean and dry before
gluing. For heavy
figurines, consider
attaching them to a
small weight or base
before gluing to the lid.

HOW TO MAKE
SNOW GLOBES
WITH CHILDREN

Making snow globes is
a wonderful activity for
children, but safety
and simplicity are
important. For younger
kids, consider using
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plastic jars instead of parts that could be a

glass. Use non-toxic choking hazard. Pre-

glue and avoid small glue the figurines to
the lids and let
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