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INTRODUCTION

Accurate scorekeeping is the backbone
of any competitive volleyball match, and
in  the  National  Collegiate  Athletic
Association  (NCAA),  the  scoresheet
serves  as  the  official  record  of  every
point,  substitution,  timeout,  and player
rotation.  Whether  you  are  a  new
scorekeeper,  a  coach,  or  a  student-

athlete  learning  the  ropes,  mastering
NCAA volleyball  scoresheet instructions
is  essential  for  ensuring  fair  play  and
proper  documentation.  A  correctly
completed scoresheet not only validates
the  match  outcome  but  also  supports
statistics,  eligibility,  and  tournament
administration.  This  comprehensive
guide will walk you through every aspect
of  filling  out  an  NCAA  volleyball
scoresheet,  from  understanding  its
layout to avoiding common pitfalls.  By
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the end, you will have the confidence to
keep score accurately and efficiently for
any collegiate match.

THE PURPOSE AND IMPORTANCE
OF THE NCAA VOLLEYBALL
SCORESHEET

The  NCAA  volleyball  scoresheet  is  a
standardized document used across all
divisions to record match details, player
rotations,  scoring  sequences,  and
administrative  information.  It  serves
multiple  critical  functions:

Provides an official record of the
match for both teams and the
officiating crew.
Enables stat keepers to track kills,
assists, digs, blocks, and serving
errors.

Documents substitutions and
libero replacements to ensure
compliance with NCAA substitution
rules.
Records timeouts and their timing
for referee verification.
Acts as a legal document in case
of protests or disputes.

Understanding how to read and fill out a
scoresheet  is  a  fundamental  skill  for
scorekeepers,  assistant  coaches,  and
team  managers.  The  instructions  that
follow  are  based  on  the  most  current
NCAA  volleyball  rules  and  scoresheet
templates.

KEY COMPONENTS OF AN NCAA
VOLLEYBALL SCORESHEET

Before  learning  the  step-by-step
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instructions, it is important to familiarize
yourself with the various sections of the
scoresheet. The layout typically includes:

Match Header: Date, location,
teams, division, and match
number.
Roster and Number Grid: A list
of players for each team with their
jersey numbers and positions.
Set-by-Set Scoring Columns:
Columns for each set, with rows
for each server rotation.
Substitution and Timeout
Boxes: Dedicated areas to record
player changes and team
timeouts.
Libero Tracking Section: Special
rows to track libero entries and
exits.

Penalty and Notes Area: Space
for recording yellow/red cards or
unusual incidents.
Final Scores and Signatures:
Where the referee, scorekeeper,
and coaches certify the result.

The exact  layout  may vary slightly  by
conference or printer, but the essential
elements  remain  consistent  across  all
NCAA  scoresheets.  A  well-trained
scorekeeper  should  be  able  to  locate
each field quickly.

STEP-BY-STEP NCAA VOLLEYBALL
SCORESHEET INSTRUCTIONS
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Pre-Match
Preparation
Arrive at the scorer's table at least 30
minutes before the match begins. Gather
the  following:  official  scoresheet,  two
pens (one black, one red), a pencil for
corrections,  a  lineup  sheet  from  each
coach, and a copy of the NCAA rulebook
for  reference.  Complete  the  match
header by printing the full name of both
teams,  the  date,  the  venue,  and  the
division. Enter the jersey numbers and
names of all players in the roster grid.
Confirm with the second referee that the
lineups are correct before the coin toss.
Indicate  which  team  serves  first  by
placing  an  “S”  next  to  that  team’s  first

server.

During the Match
– Recording the
Flow of Play

Starting Lineup and Rotation:1.
After the coin toss, write the
starting rotation numbers in the
appropriate boxes for each team.
Use the server’s number in the
first row of the scoring column for
set 1.
Scoring Points: As each rally2.
concludes, record a point by
making a slash mark (/) in the
corresponding team’s scoring
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column. If the serving team wins
the rally, mark the point and
continue in the same server row. If
the receiving team wins, mark the
point and switch the serve by
moving to the next server row for
the team now serving. By NCAA
rules, a point is scored on every
rally (rally scoring).
Tracking the Serve: Write the3.
server’s number in the small circle
or box next to the point row. Some
scoresheets have a dedicated
“server” column. Ensure you turn
the rotation after a side-out.
End of Set: When a team reaches4.
25 points (or the winning score for
subsequent sets), circle the final
point. Record the set score in the
designated “Set Score” boxes. If

the set goes beyond 25 (e.g.,
27-25), continue recording
normally. For the deciding fifth set,
the winning score is 15 with a two-
point lead.
Substitutions: Each substitution5.
must be recorded in the
substitution block. Write the
number of the player leaving the
court, followed by the number of
the incoming player. Use red ink
for substitutions that occur during
the set to make them stand out.
Record the set number and the
score at the time of substitution.
Timeouts: When a team calls a6.
timeout, note the team’s name,
the set number, and the score
(e.g., “Team A timeout, set 2,
15-10”). Mark a line through the
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timeout box for that team. Each
team is allowed two timeouts per
set.
Libero Tracking: The libero is a7.
specialized defensive player. On
the scoresheet, record each libero
entry and exit in the libero
tracking section. Note the jersey
number of the player being
replaced and the libero. Ensure the
libero does not overlap rotations
illegally. Use a separate marker or
symbol (such as an asterisk) to
indicate libero replacements.
Penalties and Delays: If a8.
penalty occurs (e.g., yellow card,
red card, delay of game), record
the incident in the notes area with
the time and set number. Include
the player or coach involved.

Post-Match
Procedures
After the last point, fill in the final scores
for  all  sets  in  the  summary  section.
Count  the  total  substitutions  and
timeouts used by each team. Check for
any unusual markings or missing data.
Sign  the  scoresheet  in  the  designated
area,  then  pass  it  to  the  referee  for
verification. Both coaches must also sign
to  confirm  the  accuracy.  Make  a
photocopy  or  digital  photo  for  your
records if needed. Submit the original to
the match administrator or tournament
director.
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COMMON MISTAKES ON NCAA
VOLLEYBALL SCORESHEETS (AND

HOW TO AVOID THEM)

Even  experienced  scorekeepers  can
make errors. Here are the most frequent
problems and how to prevent them:

Wrong server rotation: Always
double-check that you have
advanced the server row after a
side-out. Mistaking the rotation
can lead to an illegal alignment.
Use a straight edge or your finger
to track.
Incorrect substitution
recording: Write the outgoing
player’s number first, then the
incoming. Some scorekeepers
reverse them, causing confusion.
Use red ink to differentiate

substitution entries from scoring.
Missing libero entries: The
libero tracking section is often
neglected. Train yourself to mark
every libero exchange
immediately. Develop a habit of
checking the libero box after every
rally.
Overwriting or erasing: Use a
single line to cross out errors and
initial the correction. Do not use
whiteout or heavy erasers, as the
scoresheet is an official document.
Forgetting to record timeouts:
Often, scorekeepers get caught up
in rally scoring and miss the
timeout request. Ensure you have
a clear view of the referee’s signal.
Ask for a repeat if necessary.
Set scores not matching: At the
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end of each set, quickly add the
points to ensure they match the
visual score. Discrepancies should
be resolved with the referee
immediately.

By  staying  organized  and  double-
checking  your  work,  you  can  reduce
these errors significantly.

DIGITAL VS. PAPER NCAA
VOLLEYBALL SCORESHEETS

In  recent years,  many NCAA programs
have  adopted  digital  scorekeeping
solutions, such as tablet-based apps or
dedicated  software.  While  paper
scoresheets  remain  the  official  standard
for  many  conferences,  digital  systems
offer  real-time  statistics  syncing  and
easier  error  correction.  However,  the

fundamental NCAA volleyball scoresheet
instruct ions  remain  largely  the
same—the  layout  and  data  fields  are
identical. Digital scorekeepers must still
record rotations, substitutions, and libero
tracking. The advantage of digital is that
it  automatically  calculates  cumulative
stats and can alert you to rotation errors.
Nevertheless,  it  is  wise  to  maintain  a
paper backup in case of technical failure.
Many  officials  recommend  learning  on
paper  first  before  transitioning to  digital
tools.

TIPS FOR BECOMING AN EXPERT
SCOREKEEPER

Practice with archived
matches: Use video of past NCAA
matches to simulate scorekeeping.
Fill out a blank scoresheet as you
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watch, then compare with the
official match report.
Communicate with the referee:
During play, maintain eye contact
with the second referee. Nod when
you understand a signal, and ask
for clarification if uncertain.
Use abbreviations
consistently: For substitutions,
write “Sub.” followed by player
numbers. For timeouts, write “TO.”
Avoid ambiguous markings.
Stay calm under pressure:
Close matches are fast-paced.
Breathe, focus on one rally at a
time, and don’t let the noise
distract you.
Attend NCAA scorekeeping
clinics: Many conferences offer
training sessions. These provide

hands-on experience with official
templates and rule updates.

Remember  tha t  you r  r o l e  a s  a
scorekeeper is vital for the integrity of
the  sport.  Every  slash,  number,  and
notation  contributes  to  a  fair  and
accurate  record  of  competition.

CONCLUSION

Mastering  NCAA  volleyball  scoresheet
instructions  is  a  rewarding  skill  that
requires attention to  detail,  knowledge
of  the  rules,  and  consistent  practice.
From  the  pre-match  setup  to  the  final
signatures,  each step ensures that the
match  is  accurately  documented.
Whether you are scoring for a Division I
powerhouse  or  a  club-level  collegiate
contest, the same principles apply: keep
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clear  records,  communicate  with
officials,  and  double-check  your  work.
With  the  guidelines  provided  in  this
article, you are now equipped to handle
a  scoresheet  with  confidence.  As  you
gain experience, you will  develop your

own  rhythm  and  shortcuts,  always
remembering that precision and clarity
are  the  hallmarks  of  an  excellent
scorekeeper.  Embrace  the  challenge,
and you will  become an indispensable
part of every match you serve.


