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INTRODUCTION: THE ULTIMATE GUIDE TO THE AUSTRALIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE

The Australian Football League, or AFL, stands as the preeminent professional sporting competition
in Australia. Born from the Victorian Football League (VFL) in 1897, the league has grown to become
a national phenomenon, captivating millions of fans with its unique blend of athleticism, strategy,
and raw physicality. For new fans looking to dive into the sport, or for seasoned supporters seeking a
handy reference, having a clear list of AFL teams in alphabetical order is the perfect starting
point. This article provides exactly that, along with rich detail about each club, the league's
structure, and its cultural significance.

This guide is designed to be your go-to resource. We will explore the 18 clubs that make up the
modern AFL, arranged neatly from A to Z. Beyond just a list, we will delve into the history, home
grounds, and unique identities of each team. Whether you are checking scores, planning a trip to the
Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), or simply settling an argument with a friend, this comprehensive
overview of the list of AFL teams in alphabetical order will serve you well. The competition is
fierce, the rivalries are deep, and the community connection is unlike any other sport in the world.

THE COMPLETE LIST OF AFL TEAMS IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER

Without further delay, here is the definitive list of AFL teams in alphabetical order. This list
includes every club currently competing in the 2024 and 2025 seasons, representing all states of
mainland Australia.

Adelaide Crows

Brisbane Lions

Carlton Blues

Collingwood Magpies
Essendon Bombers
Fremantle Dockers

Geelong Cats

Gold Coast Suns

Greater Western Sydney (GWS) Giants
. Hawthorn Hawks

. Melbourne Demons

. North Melbourne Kangaroos
. Port Adelaide Power
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14. Richmond Tigers
15. St Kilda Saints

16. Sydney Swans

17. West Coast Eagles
18. Western Bulldogs

This alphabetical sequence is the easiest way to find any team quickly. Now, let us explore each club
in more detail, following this exact list of AFL teams in alphabetical order.

Adelaide Crows (South Australia)

Established in 1990, the Adelaide Crows were one of the first expansion clubs outside Victoria. They
quickly found success, winning back-to-back premierships in 1997 and 1998. Known for their
passionate fan base at the Adelaide Oval, the Crows wear navy blue and gold. Their identity is
deeply tied to the spirit of South Australia.

Brisbane Lions (Queensland)

The Brisbane Lions were formed in 1996 through a merger of the Fitzroy Lions (a VFL original) and
the Brisbane Bears. This fusion created a powerhouse, with the club winning three consecutive
premierships from 2001 to 2003. The Lions are known for their attacking style of play and the
incredible atmosphere at the Gabba. Their maroon, blue, and gold guernsey is iconic.

Carlton Blues (Victoria)

One of the oldest and most successful clubs in the league, Carlton was founded in 1864. They are a
founding member of the VFL/AFL and have won 16 premierships, second only to Essendon and
Collingwood. The Blues are known for their navy blue guernsey and a fierce rivalry with Collingwood.
Princes Park (lkon Park) is their traditional home, though they play most games at the MCG and
Marvel Stadium.

Collingwood Magpies (Victoria)

Collingwood is arguably the most famous club in Australia. Founded in 1892, they boast the largest
membership base in the league and a record-equalling 16 premierships. They are known for the
black and white stripes, the passionate "Collingwood Army," and their home ground at the
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Melbourne Cricket Ground. The Magpies are a cornerstone of any list of AFL teams in
alphabetical order.

Essendon Bombers (Victoria)

Founded in 1872, Essendon is another powerhouse with 16 premierships to its name. Known as the
"Bombers" or "Dons," they wear a distinctive black guernsey with a red sash. Their home ground is
the Melbourne Cricket Ground. Essendon has a rich history of champions, including the legendary
John Coleman, and maintains a bitter rivalry with Carlton and Collingwood.

Fremantle Dockers (Western Australia)

The Dockers joined the AFL in 1995 as the second team from Western Australia. Based at Fremantle
Oval and playing home games at Optus Stadium, they are known for their purple and white colours.
While they have not yet won a premiership, they have been a consistent finals contender, reaching
the Grand Final in 2013. Their nickname pays homage to the port city of Fremantle.

Geelong Cats (Victoria)

Located south-west of Melbourne, the Geelong Cats were founded in 1859, making them one of the
oldest clubs in the world. They have won 10 premierships, including a dominant period from 2007 to

2011. The Cats are famous for their home ground, Kardinia Park (GMHBA Stadium), a fortress where
they are notoriously difficult to beat. Their navy blue and white hoops are instantly recognizable.

Gold Coast Suns (Queensland)

The Suns entered the AFL in 2011 as the league's 17th club. Based on the Gold Coast, they play at
Heritage Bank Stadium. The Suns wear red, yellow, and blue, representing the coastal lifestyle. They
are still building their history and are developing a strong young list, aiming for their first finals
appearance in the coming years.

Greater Western Sydney (GWS) Giants
(New South Wales)

Joining the league alongside the Gold Coast in 2012, the Giants represent Western Sydney and the
surrounding regions. They wear orange, charcoal, and white. Despite their youth, the Giants have
been highly competitive, reaching a Grand Final in 2019. Their academy system is one of the best in
the league, producing top young talent.

Hawthorn Hawks (Victoria)
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