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INTRODUCTION:
WHY SETTING
GOOGLE AS YOUR
DEFAULT SEARCH
ENGINE MATTERS

In  the  vast  d ig i ta l
landscape, your choice
o f  de fau l t  search
engine  shapes  every
online  interaction.
W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e
researching  for  work,
browsing  for  shopping
d e a l s ,  o r  s i m p l y
satisfying curiosity, the
search engine you use
determines the speed,
a c c u r a c y ,  a n d

re levance  o f  your
r e s u l t s .  G o o g l e
remains  the  most
widely  used  search
platform  global ly,
handling  over  90% of
all  search  queries.  Its
powerful  algorithms,
rich knowledge panels,
a n d  s e a m l e s s
integration  with  other
Google  services  make
it the preferred tool for
bi l l ions.  However,
many  users  find  that
their  browser  defaults
to  Bing,  Yahoo,  or  a
lesser-known  engine
after a software update
or  a fresh installation.
Knowing how to make
Google  my  default

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 How To Make Google My
Homepage On Mac

2022-10-20

search engine  is  not
j u s t  a  t e c h n i c a l
tweak—it  is  a  way  to
reclaim your  browsing
efficiency  and  ensure
y o u  g e t  t h e  m o s t
relevant answers every
time you type a query.
This  guide  provides
s t e p - b y - s t e p
instructions  for  every
major  browser  and
dev i ce ,  cove r i ng
desktop  and  mobile
platforms. We will also
d i s c u s s  c o m m o n
pitfalls, troubleshooting
tips,  and  the  subtle
advantages  of  using
Google as your primary
search  tool.  By  the
end,  you  will  have  a
clear,  actionable  plan
to  switch  and  never
look back.

UNDERSTANDING
DEFAULT SEARCH
ENGINES AND WHY
GOOGLE STANDS

OUT

A  d e f a u l t  s e a r c h
engine is the one that
a u t o m a t i c a l l y
processes  queries  you
enter in the browser's
address  bar  (often
called the omnibox) or
search bar.  When you
type  a  phrase  and
press  Enter ,  your
browser  sends  that
request  to  the default
engine  without  any
extra clicks. For years,
Google has dominated
this  space  because of
its  superior  indexing,
natura l  l anguage
understanding,  and
constantly  updated
ranking  factors.  I t
delivers  not  just  links
b u t  a l s o  d i r e c t
answers ,  weather
forecasts,  currency
convers ions ,  and
localized results. If you
r e l y  o n  G o o g l e ' s
ecosys tem—Gmai l ,
Google Maps, YouTube,
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o r  C h r o m e
itself—making  Google
the  default  creates  a
cohesive  experience
where  your  searches
sync  across  devices.
However,  browser
makers  often  have
financial  agreements
wi th  other  search
p r o v i d e r s .  F o r
example,  Microsoft
Edge defaults to Bing,
and  some  versions  of
Firefox may start  with
Yahoo  or  a  region-
specific engine. Even if
you  manua l l y  se t
Google,  updates  can
reset your preferences.
T h a t  i s  w h y  i t  i s
essent ia l  to  know
exactly how to make
Google  my  default
search  engine  on
each platform and how
to lock in that setting.

HOW TO MAKE
GOOGLE YOUR
DEFAULT SEARCH

ENGINE ON
GOOGLE CHROME

Since  Chrome  is  built
by Google, the process
is  straightforward,  but
it  is  worth  confirming
y o u r  s e t t i n g s ,
especially  after  an
update.

Desktop
(Windows
, macOS,
Linux)

Open Google1.
Chrome and click
the three vertical
dots (Customize
and control
Chrome) in the
upper-right
corner.
Select Settings2.
from the
dropdown menu.
In the left3.
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sidebar, click
Search engine.
Under the4.
"Search engine
used in the
address bar"
section, click the
dropdown and
choose Google.
Optionally, click5.
Manage search
engines and
site search to
remove any
unwanted
engines.

Once  selected,  a l l
address  bar  queries
will automatically go to
Google. If you want to
be extra sure, you can
also  check  that  the
"Google" entry is set as
default  in  the  list  of
search engines.

Mobile

(Android
and iOS)

Open the1.
Chrome app on
your phone or
tablet.
Tap the three-dot2.
menu (or the
three horizontal
lines on some
versions) and go
to Settings.
Tap Search3.
engine.
Select Google4.
from the list.
Exit settings. The5.
change takes
effect
immediately.

On  Android  devices,
Chrome's  de fau l t
search engine is often
already  Google,  but  if
y o u  h a v e  a
manufacturer-modified
version,  this  step  will
ensure it sticks.
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SETTING GOOGLE
AS DEFAULT ON
MOZILLA FIREFOX

Firefox  respects  user
privacy  and  offers  a
range of search engine
choices. Its settings are
slightly different across
versions,  but  the core
steps remain the same.

Desktop
Open Firefox and1.
click the
hamburger menu
(three horizontal
lines) in the
upper-right
corner.
Choose2.
Settings.
In the left pane,3.
click Search.
Under "Default4.
Search Engine,"
click the
dropdown and
select Google.
If you want, you5.
can also remove

other engines by
clicking the
Search
Shortcuts
section and
unchecking
unwanted
providers.

Mobile
(Android
and iOS)

Open Firefox and1.
tap the three-dot
menu (Android)
or the three-line
menu (iOS).
Select Settings.2.
Tap Search (or3.
Default search
engine on some
versions).
Choose Google4.
from the list.
Your selection is5.
saved
automatically.
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Firefox  may  prompt
you  during  setup  to
pick  a  default,  but  if
you  skip  that,  follow
these  steps.  Knowing
how to make Google
my  default  search
engine  in  Firefox  is
crucial because Mozilla
sometimes  rotates
defaul ts  based  on
location or partnership
deals.

CONFIGURING
GOOGLE AS
DEFAULT IN
MICROSOFT EDGE

E d g e  i s  b a s e d  o n
C h r o m i u m ,  b u t
Microsoft  pushes  Bing
a s  t h e  d e f a u l t .
Changing it requires a
few extra clicks.

Desktop
Open Microsoft1.
Edge and click
the three dots
(Settings and

more) in the top-
right corner.
Select Settings.2.
In the left3.
sidebar, click
Privacy,
search, and
services.
Scroll down to4.
the "Services"
section and click
Address bar
and search.
Under "Search5.
engine used in
the address bar,"
click the
dropdown and
choose Google.
If Google is not in6.
the list, click
Manage search
engines, then
click the "Add"
button. Enter the
following details:

Search
engine:
Google
Keyword:
google.co
m
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URL with
%s in place
of query:
https://
www.goog
le.com/s
earch?q=
%s

After adding, find7.
Google in the list,
click the three
dots next to it,
and select Make
default.

Mobile
Open the Edge1.
app and tap the
three-dot menu
at the bottom (or
top on tablets).
Tap Settings.2.
Tap General (on3.
iOS) or Search
engine (on
Android).
Select Google4.
from the options.
Confirm if5.
prompted.

B e c a u s e  E d g e  i s
designed to keep Bing
as  default,  you  may
notice  that  after  a
major  update,  the
setting  reverts.  To
prevent  this,  consider
u s i n g  a  b r o w s e r
extension  that  locks
your  preferences,  or
s imply  rev is i t  the
settings  after  each
update.

SETTING GOOGLE
AS DEFAULT IN
SAFARI (MACOS
AND IOS)

Apple's  Safari  uses its
o w n  e n g i n e  a n d
defaults  to  Google  in
many regions, but it is
w o r t h
verifying—especially  if
you have changed it in
the past or if  you are
outside  the  United
States.
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macOS
Open Safari and1.
click Safari in
the top menu
bar, then select
Preferences.
Click the Search2.
tab.
Next to "Search3.
engine," click the
dropdown and
choose Google.
Close the4.
preferences
window. The
change takes
effect
immediately.

iOS
(iPhone
or iPad)

Open the1.
Settings app on
your device.
Scroll down and2.

tap Safari.
Under the3.
"Search" section,
tap Search
Engine.
Select Google.4.
Return to the5.
home screen.
Your default is
now set.

S a f a r i  o n  i O S
occasionally  resets
after a system update,
but that is rare. If you
notice  your  searches
going  to  a  different
engine,  revisit  these
settings.

MAKING GOOGLE
DEFAULT IN OPERA
AND OTHER
BROWSERS

Less common browsers
like Opera, Vivaldi, and
B r a v e  a l s o  a l l o w
customization.  The
general  process  is
similar  to  Chrome  or
Firefox.
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Opera
(Desktop)

Click the Opera1.
logo (O) in the
top-left corner,
then go to
Settings.
Under the2.
"Search" section
(or type "search"
in the settings
search bar), find
Default search
engine.
Choose Google3.
from the
dropdown.

Brave
(Desktop
and

Mobile)
Open Brave and1.
click the
hamburger menu
(three lines) in
the top-right.
Select Settings.2.
Go to Search3.
engine (or just
"Search" on
mobile).
Set the default to4.
Google. On
mobile, you may
need to tap a
radio button.

I f  you r  p re fe r red
browser  is  not  listed,
the  method  is  almost
always the same: dive
into  settings,  look  for
"Search  engine"  or
"Default  search,"  and
pick  Google.  I f  the
option is  missing,  you
can often add a custom
search  engine  using
t h e  U R L  f o r m a t
https://www.googl
e.com/search?q=%s.
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TROUBLESHOOTIN
G COMMON ISSUES
WHEN CHANGING
DEFAULT SEARCH
ENGINE

Even  after  following
the  exact  steps,  you
m a y  e n c o u n t e r
problems. Here are the
most  frequent  issues
and how to solve them.

Setting
Keeps
Reverting
to
Another
Search
Engine
This often happens due
to  browser  updates,
malware,  or  browser

e x t e n s i o n s  t h a t
override  preferences.
To  fix  it:

Check for
suspicious
extensions: Go to
your browser's
extension
manager and
remove unknown
or untrusted add-
ons. Some
adware changes
search defaults
without
permission.
Run a security
scan: Use tools
like
Malwarebytes to
detect and
remove browser
hijackers.
Lock settings:
Some browsers
allow you to lock
settings with a
password
(primarily in
enterprise
environments).
As a home user,
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you can use
extensions like
"Default Search
Engine Fix" or
simply re-apply
the setting after
each major
update.

Google
Option
Missing
from the
List
I f  Google  does  not
appear  in  the  default
s e a r c h  e n g i n e
dropdown,  you  may
n e e d  t o  a d d  i t
manually.  Look  for  an
"Add"  or  "Manage
s e a r c h  e n g i n e s "
button. Then enter:

Name: Google
Keyword:

google.com
URL:
https://www.g
oogle.com/sea
rch?q=%s

After  adding,  select  it
as default. This method
works on Edge, Firefox,
and  many  Chromium-
based browsers.

Mobile
Browser
Still Uses
Another
Engine
On mobile,  sometimes
the browser app has a
built-in  search  widget
that  overr ides  the
default. Clear the app's
cache (Settings > Apps
> [Browser] > Storage
>  Clear  Cache)  and
then repeat the steps.
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Also,  ensure  that  the
browser is set to open
l i n k s  f r o m  o t h e r
apps—if you tap a link
in  an  email ,  i t  may
open  in  a  different
browser  entirely.

WHY YOU SHOULD
MAKE GOOGLE
YOUR DEFAULT
SEARCH ENGINE

Beyond  the  sheer
popularity,  there  are
tangible  benefits  to
using  Google  as  your
primary  search  tool.

First,  its  knowledge
graph provides instant
answers  for  factual
queries,  reducing  the
need  to  click  through
m u l t i p l e  p a g e s .
Second,  it  integrates
seamlessly with Google
services  like  Gmail,
Calendar, and Drive, so
you  can  search  your
own  emails  or  files
d i rec t l y  f rom  the
address  bar.  Third,
Google's  continuous
u p d a t e s  t o  i t s
algorithm—such


