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INTRODUCTION: THE MAGIC OF
THE OPENING NOTES

Few musical introductions are as
instantly recognizable or emotionally
charged as the opening of Queen's
Bohemian Rhapsody. The gentle, almost
hesitant piano arpeggios that begin the
song immediately transport listeners into
a world of operatic drama, rock
grandeur, and poignant vulnerability. For
pianists, learning the Bohemian
Rhapsody piano chords intro is a rite
of passage. It is not merely a sequence
of notes but a masterclass in tension and
release, harmonic movement, and
storytelling through music. This article
will guide you through the chords that
comprise that famous beginning,
exploring their theoretical
underpinnings, offering practical playing
tips, and explaining why this intro
remains one of the most studied and
beloved passages in popular music.

UNDERSTANDING THE ICONIC
PROGRESSION

The Bohemian Rhapsody piano
chords intro is built around a repeated
descending arpeggiated figure. Freddie
Mercury, who composed the song
primarily on piano, crafted a progression
that is both simple in structure and
profound in effect. The section spans
from the beginning of the song (starting

at 0:00) until the first vocal entrance: "Is
this the real life? Is this just fantasy?"

The Key and
Harmonic
Context

The piece is in the key of Bb major, but
the intro begins with a strong emphasis
on the relative minor (G minor). The
cascading pattern outlines a G minor
chord at first, then moves through
various chord tones to create a sense of
restless searching. Understanding the
key helps pianists grasp why certain
chords appear. The intro uses the
following primary chords:

e G minor (Gm) - The tonal center
of the intro. The notes G, Bb, D.

e Eb major (Eb) - The submediant
chord, providing a lift.

e F major (F) - The dominant,
creating tension.

e Bb major (Bb) - The tonic of the
overall key, though it appears
more as a passing chord here.

However, the intro is not simply block
chords. Freddie Mercury arpeggiates
these chords in a descending pattern
that intertwines melody and harmony.
Each arpeggio outlines a chord but also
features non-chord tones that add color
and suspense.
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Breaking Down
the Arpeggios

The first three notes you hear are: G (left
hand), then Bb and D (right hand). This
is the G minor triad, but played in a
broken form. The complete arpeggio
sequence (as commonly notated)
proceeds as follows:

1. First arpeggio: G (low) -Bb-D -
G (high) - D - Bb - G (low). This
pattern repeats with variations.

2. The left hand plays single bass
notes while the right hand plays
the arpeggiated pattern. The bass
notes descend chromatically from
G to F# to F natural, then to E, Eb,
D, etc., creating a powerful
harmonic drive.

This bass movement is crucial. The
descending bass line (G-F# -F-E-Eb
- D - Db - C - B) underpins the entire
progression and gives it a melancholic,
yearning quality. It is often called a
"lament bass" because of its stepwise
descent, a device used extensively in
Baroque music. Mercury modernized it
with a rock sensibility.

LEARNING THE EXACT PIANO
CHORDS AND FINGERING

To master the Bohemian Rhapsody
piano chords intro, focus first on the
right-hand arpeggio pattern. Here is a
measure-by-measure breakdown of the
most common arrangement (transcribed
for piano):

Measure 1 (Gm

chord)

Right hand plays: G4 (thumb) - Bb4
(index) - D5 (middle) - G5 (ring) - D5
(middle) - Bb4 (index) - G4 (thumb). This
is a two-octave arpeggio. The left hand
plays a low G.

Measure 2 (D
diminished or
passing chord)

The bass note moves to F#. The right
hand plays a similar pattern but with
different notes: F# -A-C-F#-C-A-
F#. This chord is a D diminished (D°),
creating tension.

Measure 3 (Gm/F
- G minor with F
bass)

Bass note moves to F natural. Right hand
plays:F-Bb-D-F-D-Bb-F.Thisis a
G minor chord over an F bass, often
notated as Gm/F. It produces a dissonant
but beautiful suspension.

Measure 4 (Eb
major)

Bass moves to E natural? Actually, listen
closely: after the F bass, the next
descending bass note is Eb. The right
hand plays: Eb-G-Bb-Eb-Bb-G -
Eb. This is an Eb major arpeggio.
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Measure 5 (D
major or D77 )

Bass note moves to D. Right hand: D -
F#-A-D-A-F#-D. Thisis a D major
chord, but in the context, it functions as
a dominant of G minor (V of ii).

The pattern continues with Db (C#), C,
and B descending in the bass, leading
back to Bb major. The complete
sequence is a masterpiece of harmonic
design. For detailed notation, many
online resources and sheet music books
transcribe the exact notes. However,
learning by ear is also rewarding - try to
sing the bass line as you play.

MUSIC THEORY BEHIND THE
INTRO

The Bohemian Rhapsody piano
chords intro is a textbook example of
how to use a descending bass line to
unify a harmonic progression. From a
theoretical perspective, the chord
functions are:

e i (Gm) - Tonic of the intro's key.

* vii°7 (F#dim7) - The diminished
seventh chord built on the leading
tone, creating urgency.

¢ i seventh chord (Gm with F in
bass) - A suspension that resolves
downward.

e VI (Eb) - Submediant, providing a
brighter color.

e V7 (D7) - Dominant of G minor,
setting up the return.

e bVI (Db?) - Actually, the
progression goes through a
Neapolitan-like flat supertonic
(Cm) before landing on Bb.

This chromatic descending sequence
(G-F#-F-E-Eb-D-Db-C-B) is remarkably

similar to the "Passacaglia" ground bass
used in classical forms. Mercury fused
classical elegance with rock's directness.
The intro's ambiguity - it feels minor
despite the song being in Bb major - sets
up the dramatic tonal shift when the
vocals enter. The listener is left
unsettled, unsure if the song is in G
minor or Bb major. This uncertainty is
resolved later in the song, but for the
first 15 seconds, we are held in harmonic
suspense.

PRACTICAL TIPS FOR PLAYING
THE INTRO

Whether you are a beginner or an
intermediate pianist, here are actionable
suggestions to perfect the Bohemian
Rhapsody piano chords intro:

Hand Position
and Posture

Sit comfortably with your wrists slightly
above the keys. The arpeggio requires a
fluid wrist motion. Avoid stiffness. Your
thumb should lead the ascent, and your
pinky should handle the high notes.
Practice slowly with a metronome set to
60 BPM. Queen's original is around 70
BPM for the intro, but slow practice
ensures evenness.

Left Hand Bass
Notes

Play the left hand bass notes staccato
but not harsh. Use your fifth finger for
the lowest notes (G, F#, F, etc.) and your
second or third finger for higher bass
notes. The bass should be slightly louder
than the right-hand arpeggio at first,
giving the progression a firm foundation.



As you gain confidence, balance the
dynamics so the arpeggio floats over the
bass.

Voicing and Tone

Freddie Mercury played on a grand piano
with a slightly bright, singing tone. On an
upright or digital piano, adjust the touch
sensitivity. Use the sustain pedal - press
it just after each bass note and release it
before the next bass note to avoid
blurring. The arpeggio should sound like
a single wave, not individual jabs. Shape
each arpeggio: start softly, crescendo
toward the top note, then decrescendo
as you descend.

Common
Mistakes

¢ Rushing the tempo: The intro is
deliberate and contemplative. Let
the notes ring.

 Ignoring the rhythmic lift: The
pattern has a slight swing in
Mercury's performance; not strict
triplets, but a gentle rubato.
Experiment with a small hesitation
before the first note of each group.

¢ Missing the chromatic bass:
Many novices play only the right
hand. The bass is the skeleton.
Practice the left hand alone until
you can feel the pull of each
chromatic step.

WHY THIS INTRO REMAINS A
PIANO CLASSIC

The Bohemian Rhapsody piano
chords intro endures because it
encapsulates the song's essence in just
a few seconds. It is a perfect blend of

classical structure and rock emotion. For
piano learners, it offers a rewarding
challenge that teaches arpeggio
technique, chromatic harmony, and
dynamic control. Beyond technical skill,
playing this intro connects you with one
of rock's most transcendent moments.
The fact that a single piano can create
such depth and anticipation is a
testament to Mercury's genius.

Moreover, the intro has been covered,
sampled, and analyzed countless times,
yet it never loses its mystery. It sounds
simple, but its execution demands
nuance. For teachers, it is a perfect
piece to introduce students to the
concept of "harmonic rhythm" and
"chromatic passing tones." For
hobbyists, it is a party trick that
impresses. For serious musicians, it is a
doorway into understanding how popular
music can borrow from classical forms
without sounding pretentious.

RECOMMENDED PRACTICE
SCHEDULE

To master the intro within a week or two,
follow this plan:

1. Day 1: Learn the left-hand bass
line alone. Play it slowly with a
metronome, emphasizing the
chromatic descent. Memorize the
pattern: G, F#, F, E, Eb, D, Db, C,
B.

2. Day 2: Learn the right-hand
arpeggio of the G minor chord
(G-Bb-D-G-D-Bb-G). Repeat until
it feels natural. Do not worry about
other chords yet.

3. Day 3: Map out the right-hand
notes for each bass note. Use a
transcription or a tutorial video.
Write the note names if needed.

4. Day 4: Combine hands at a very
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slow tempo (40 BPM). Focus on
coordination: the left hand plays a
single note on the downbeat, then
the right hand plays the arpeggio.
The left hand should sound before
the arpeggio begins.

. Day 5: Increase tempo gradually
to 60 BPM, then 70 BPM. Add
dynamics: play the first arpeggio
piano, the second mezzo-piano,
third mezzo-forte, etc., to mimic
the original's subtle crescendo.

. Day 6: Introduce rubato - bend
the tempo slightly at the end of
each arpeggio, then stretch the
following rest. Listen to the original
and mimic its phrasing.

7. Day 7: Perform the intro from

memory, optionally adding the first
vocal line. Record yourself and
compare with the original.

CONCLUSION: EMBRACE THE
LEGACY

Learning the Bohemian Rhapsody
piano chords intro is more than a
technical exercise; it is an act of musical
appreciation. You are stepping into
Freddie Mercury's creative space, feeling
the weight of each descending note, and
understanding why this song has
captivated audiences for decades. The
chords themselves may be simple, but
the emotion they carry is profound.
Whether you play for yourself or for an
audience, let the intro's melanch



