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INTRODUCTION:
WHY PRIMARY
SOURCES SHAPE
OUR
UNDERSTANDING
OF GLOBAL
HISTORY

History is not simply a
collection  of  dates,
names, and events. At
its  core,  history  is  a
narrative  constructed
f r o m  t h e  v o i c e s ,
d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d

artifacts left behind by
t h o s e  w h o  l i v e d
t h r o u g h  i t .  F o r
students, scholars, and
curious  readers  alike,
the  chal lenge  has
always  been  to  move
beyond  t ex tbook
summaries and engage
directly  with  the  raw
materials  of  the  past.
This is precisely where
a  resource  like  The
H u m a n  R e c o r d
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii
Since  1500  becomes
indispensable.  This
volume  serves  as  a
curated gateway to the
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modern  era,  offering  a
rich tapestry of primary
sources that illuminate
the  transformative
events  and  complex
interactions  that  have
shaped our world from
the  dawn  of  global
explorat ion  to  the
contemporary  age.
Understanding  global
history  since  1500
requires grappling with
themes  of  conquest,
c o l o n i z a t i o n ,
r e v o l u t i o n ,
industrialization,  and
g l o b a l i z a t i o n .  A
traditional  narrative
can  te l l  you  what
happened, but primary
sources  reveal  how
people  experienced
these  monumental
shi f ts .  By  working
directly  with  letters,
treaties,  philosophical
essays,  travelogues,
a n d  p o l i t i c a l
manifestos,  readers
d e v e l o p  c r i t i c a l
thinking  skills  and  a

d e e p e r ,  m o r e
e m p a t h e t i c
understanding  of  the
past .  The  Human
Record  Sources  Of
G l o b a l  H i s t o r y
Volume Ii Since 1500
is not just a textbook;
it  is  an  invitation  to
listen to the voices of
t h e  p a s t  a n d  t o
construct  your  own
i n f o r m e d
interpretations  of  the
forces that created our
modern world.

WHAT IS THE
HUMAN RECORD
SOURCES OF
GLOBAL HISTORY
VOLUME II SINCE
1500?

A t  i t s  m o s t
fundamental level, The
H u m a n  R e c o r d
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii
S ince  1500  i s  an
anthology  of  primary
source  documents



The Human Record Sources Of Global History
Volume Ii Since 1500 3

3

carefully  selected  and
e d i t e d  f o r  u s e  i n
college-level  world
h i s t o r y  c o u r s e s .
However, it is far more
t h a n  a  s i m p l e
co l l ec t i on .  I t  i s  a
thoughtfully  organized
pedagog i ca l  t oo l
d e s i g n e d  t o  h e l p
readers  engage  with
history in a meaningful
and analytical way. The
volume  covers  the
p e r i o d  f r o m
approximately  1500
C.E. to the present day,
a  t ime f rame  tha t
encompasses  some of
the most dynamic and
c o n s e q u e n t i a l
centuries  in  human
history.

A Curated
Collection

of Voices
from the
Modern
Era
The  editors  of  this
volume  have  scoured
archives  and  libraries
to  find  documents  that
represent a wide range
of  perspectives.  You
will  not  find  only  the
voices  of  European
c o n q u e r o r s  a n d
Western  po l i t i ca l
leaders.  Instead,  the
book  del iberate ly
includes  sources  from
the Global South, from
indigenous  peoples,
from  women,  f rom
enslaved  individuals,
and  from  ordinary
people  whose  lives
were  upended  by  the
grea t  cu r ren ts  o f
h i s t o r y .  T h i s
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c o m m i t m e n t  t o
diversity of perspective
is one of  the greatest
s t r e n g t h s  o f  The
H u m a n  R e c o r d
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii
Since 1500.  It  allows
readers  to  see events
like  the  Atlantic  slave
trade,  the colonization
of  the  Americas,  and
the  rise  of  European
imper ia l i sm  f rom
multiple vantage points
simultaneously.

Organizat
ion and
Thematic
Structure
The book is  organized
chronologically  and
thematically.  While  it
progresses  from  the
early  modern  period
through to the present,

e a c h  c h a p t e r  i s
structured  around  a
centra l  h is tor ica l
problem or theme. For
example, a chapter on
the encounter between
Europeans  and  Native
Amer i cans  m igh t
inc lude  a  Spanish
colonial decree, a letter
from  an  Aztec  noble,
and an account from a
French  missionary.  By
juxtaposing  these
different  sources,  the
editors  encourage
readers to analyze the
s a m e  e v e n t  f r o m
conflicting  viewpoints.
This  structure  makes
The  Human  Record
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii
S i n c e  1 5 0 0  a n
excellent  resource  for
developing  analytical
reading  skills  and  for
understanding  history
as  a  contested  field  of
interpretation  rather
than  a  fixed  narrative.
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KEY THEMES
EXPLORED IN THE
VOLUME

The period since 1500
is  marked  by  several
overarching  themes
that  are  powerfully
illustrated through the
primary sources in this
volume. Understanding
these  themes  helps
r e a d e r s  s e e  t h e
connective  tissue  that
links  disparate  events
across  continents  and
centuries.

The Age
of
Explorati
on and
Global

Encounte
rs
The volume opens with
the  ea r l y  modern
period,  a  time  when
European  maritime
p o w e r s  b e g a n  t o
e s t a b l i s h  g l o b a l
connections that would
fundamentally reshape
the  world.  Sources
f rom  th i s  sec t i on
include  Christopher
Columbus's  letters,
accounts  of  the  Aztec
and Inca empires from
i n d i g e n o u s
perspect ives,  and
documents  related  to
t h e  e a r l y
establishment of trade
networks in the Indian
Ocean. These readings
challenge the simplistic
narrative of "discovery"
and  instead  reveal  a
c o m p l e x  s t o r y  o f
conflict,  collaboration,
cultural exchange, and
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c a t a s t r o p h e ,
particularly  for  the
indigenous populations
of the Americas.

Empire,
Colonizati
on, and
Resistanc
e
A  significant  portion  of
The  Human  Record
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii
S i n c e  1 5 0 0  i s
dedicated  to  the  rise
and  consolidation  of
g l o b a l  e m p i r e s .
Readers will encounter
sources that articulate
t h e  i d e o l o g y  o f
imperialism,  such  as
writings  by  European
colonial  administrators
and missionaries. More
i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e

volume gives voice to
those  who  resisted
colonization.  You  will
find  letters  from  anti-
co lon ia l  l eaders ,
p e t i t i o n s  f r o m
colonized subjects, and
accounts  of  rebellions
and  uprisings  from
Asia,  Africa,  and  the
Americas.  This  section
p o w e r f u l l y
demonstrates  that
empire  was  never  a
one-sided  story  of
domination, but rather
a  dynamic  and  often
vio lent  process  of
e n c o u n t e r  a n d
resistance.

Revolutio
ns and
the Birth
of
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Modern
Politics
T h e  A t l a n t i c
revolutions of  the late
eighteenth  century,
i n c l u d i n g  t h e
American, French, and
Haitian  Revolutions,
are  centra l  to  the
v o l u m e .  P r i m a r y
sources  such  as  the
D e c l a r a t i o n  o f
Independence,  the
Declarat ion  of  the
Rights  of  Man  and  of
the  Citizen,  and  the
Haitian Constitution of
1801 allow readers  to
compare the language
of liberty and rights as
i t  w a s  i n v o k e d  i n
different  contexts.  The
volume  also  extends
this  theme  into  the
n i n e t e e n t h  a n d
twentieth  centuries,
covering the spread of
nationalist movements,
the Russian Revolution,

and  ant i - co lon ia l
s t r u g g l e s  f o r
independence  after
World  War  II.  These
documents  collectively
illustrate how ideas of
political  sovereignty
and human rights have
been  debated  and
f o u g h t  o v e r  f o r
centuries.

Industriali
zation
and
Global
Inequality
T h e  I n d u s t r i a l
Revolution transformed
economies,  societies,
and the global balance
of power. The Human
Record  Sources  Of
G l o b a l  H i s t o r y
Volume Ii Since 1500
includes  sources  that
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c a p t u r e  b o t h  t h e
p r o m i s e  a n d  t h e
devastating  human
c o s t  o f
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n .
Fac to ry  worke r s '
testimonies, reports on
urban  poverty,  and
writings  from  early
labor  activists  provide
a ground-level view of
t h e s e  c h a n g e s .
Add i t i ona l l y ,  the
volume  explores  how
i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n
created  new  forms  of
global  inequality,  as
industrialized  nations
exp lo i ted  the  raw
materials and labor of
colonized  regions.
Sources  from  colonies
in  A f r ica  and  As ia
d o c u m e n t  t h e
economic  and  social
disruptions  caused  by
the  impos i t i on  o f
industrial capitalism.

Global
Conflict
and the
Search
for Peace
The  twentieth  century
w a s  m a r k e d  b y
unprecedented  global
conflict,  and  the
v o l u m e  d e v o t e s
considerable  attention
to the world wars, the
Cold  War ,  and  the
d e c o l o n i z a t i o n
m o v e m e n t s  t h a t
fo l lowed.  Pr imary
sources  from  these
s e c t i o n s  i n c l u d e
d i p l o m a t i c
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e ,
personal  letters  from
soldiers,  propaganda
posters,  and speeches
by  leaders  such  as
Woodrow  Wi l son ,
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Mohandas Gandhi, and
Ho  Chi  Minh.  Readers
c a n  t r a c e  t h e
ideological  fault  lines
o f  t h e  t w e n t i e t h
century  and  see  how
the  t rauma  of  war
shaped  the  political
and cultural landscape
of  the  contemporary
world.

Contemp
orary
Globalizat
ion and
Its
Disconten
ts
The  final  sections  of
The  Human  Record
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii

Since 1500  bring the
story  into  the  late
twentieth  and  early
twenty-first  centuries.
Documents  address
the  r i se  o f  g loba l
institutions, the spread
of  consumer  culture,
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
challenges,  and  the
resurgence of identity-
based  movements.
Sources from activists,
e c o n o m i s t s ,  a n d
cultural  commentators
offer  a  range  of
perspectives  on  the
benefits  and  costs  of
our  interconnected
world.  This  section
encourages readers to
consider  the  historical
roots  of  issues  that
remain  urgent  today,
from climate change to
global inequality to the
politics of migration.

HOW TO USE THIS
VOLUME
EFFECTIVELY

Getting the most out of
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The  Human  Record
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii
Since  1500  requires
an active and engaged
approach  to  reading.
H e r e  a r e  s o m e
strategies for students
and  i ndependen t
learners  al ike.

Read the
Introducti
ons
Each  chapter  begins
with  an  introduction
written by the editors.
These  introductions
p r o v i d e  c r u c i a l
historical  context,
e x p l a i n i n g  t h e
significance  of  the
sources  to  follow  and
h i g h l i g h t i n g
connections  between
them.  Do  not  sk ip
these  sections.  They
are designed to guide

your  reading  and  to
help  you  see  the  big
picture before you dive
into the details.

Practice
Source
Analysis
A s  y o u  r e a d  e a c h
document, ask yourself
a  ser ies  of  cr i t ical
questions:  Who  wrote
this  source,  and  for
what  audience?  What
is the author's purpose
o r  a g e n d a ?  W h a t
assumptions  does  the
author  make?  What
can this source tell me
about  the  time  and
place  in  which  it  was
created, and what are
its  limitations?  This
k ind  o f  ana lyt ica l
reading  is  the  central
skill  that The Human
Record  Sources  Of
G l o b a l  H i s t o r y
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Volume Ii Since 1500
i s  d e s i g n e d  t o
cultivate.

Compare
and
Contrast
T h e  v o l u m e  i s
structured  to  facilitate
compar ison.  Take
advantage  of  this.
W h e n  y o u  r e a d  a
European account of a
colonial  encounter,
make  sure  you  also
read  the  indigenous
account.  When  you
read  a  revolutionary
manifesto from France,
compare  it  with  one
from  Hait i  or  Latin
America.  The  most
powerful insights often
come from seeing how
different  people
interpreted  the  same
events  or  ideas  in
radically  different

ways.

Connect
the
Sources
to Your
Own
Knowledg
e
A  p r imary  sou rce
anthology  is  most
valuable  when  it  is
used  in  conjunction
w i t h  a  b r o a d e r
understanding of world
history. If you are using
th i s  vo l ume  f o r  a
course,  your  textbook
and  l e c tu res  w i l l
provide  the  narrative
framework.  If  you  are
reading independently,
c o n s i d e r
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supplementing  the
sources  with  a  good
survey of world history.
The sources will  come
alive  when  you  can
place  them  within  a
larger story.

WHY THIS VOLUME
MATTERS FOR
STUDENTS AND
EDUCATORS

I n  a n  a g e  o f
information  overload,
the ability to evaluate
sources  critically  has
n e v e r  b e e n  m o r e
i m p o r t a n t .  T h e
H u m a n  R e c o r d
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii
S ince  1500  i s  an
essent ia l  too l  fo r
teaching  this  skill.  It
forces readers to slow
down,  to  engage with
original  texts,  and  to
develop  their  own
interpretations  based
on evidence. This is the
opposite  of  passive
learning.  It  is  active,

d e m a n d i n g ,  a n d
ultimately  far  more
rewarding than simply
memorizing facts.
For  educators,  the
volume  provides  a
ready-made curriculum
of primary sources that
can  be  adapted  for
discussions,  writing
ass ignments ,  and
exams.  The  thematic
organization allows for
flexibility. An instructor
cou ld  bu i ld  a  un i t
entirely  around  the
theme of resistance to
empire ,  us ing  the
sources as the core of
t h e  l e s s o n .  T h e
inclusion of voices from
around  the  wor ld
ensures  that  students
a r e  e x p o s e d  t o  a
genu ine l y  g l oba l
perspective, not just a
Western-centric one.

CONCLUSION:
ENGAGING WITH
THE HUMAN
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RECORD

The  Human  Record
Sources  Of  Global
History  Volume  Ii
Since  1500  is  more
than  a  textbook;  it  is
an  archive  of  human
e x p e r i e n c e .  B y
br inging  together
diverse voices from the
last  five  centuries,  it
allows  us  to  hear  the
past in its own words.
The volume challenges
us to see history not as
a  finished  story  but  as
a n  o n g o i n g
conversation—one that
includes  conquerors
and  the  conquered,
revolutionaries  and

react ionaries,  the
power fu l  and  the
powerless.  Engaging
with  these  sources  is
an  act  of  historical
empathy  and  critical
inquiry.  It  reminds  us
that  the  global  world
we  inhabit  today  was
built,  contested,  and
i m a g i n e d  b y  r e a l
people whose lives and
ideas  cont inue  to
resonate.  For  anyone
s e r i o u s  a b o u t
understanding  the
f o r c e s  t h a t  h a v e
shaped modernity, this
collection  remains  an
i n v a l u a b l e  a n d
i n d i s p e n s a b l e
companion.


