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INTRODUCTION:
UNDERSTANDING
THE LANDSCAPE
OF JUVENILE
DELINQUENCY IN
THE PHILIPPINES

Juvenile  delinquency
remains  a  pressing
social  concern  in  the
Philippines,  affecting
families,  communities,
and the nation's overall
development. The term
refers  to  i l legal  or
antisocial  behaviors
c o m m i t t e d  b y
individuals  below  the
age  of  18.  While  the

P h i l i p p i n e s  h a s
progressive  laws  like
the Juvenile Justice and
Welfare  Act  (Republic
Act 9344, as amended
by  RA  10630) ,  the
reality  on  the  ground
s h o w s  t h a t  m a n y
young  people  st i l l
come  into  conflict  with
the law. To truly grasp
the  magnitude  of  this
issue,  one  must  look
closely at the juvenile
delinquency  in  the
P h i l i p p i n e s
s t a t i s t i c s — t h e
numbers  that  reveal
trends,  hot spots,  and
the  profiles  of  children
in  conflict  with  the  law
(CICL).

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Juvenile Delinquency In The Philippines
Statistics

2025-08-03

These statistics are not
just  figures;  they
represent  the  lives  of
young Filipinos caught
in  cycles  of  poverty,
lack of education, and
s o m e t i m e s ,
e x p l o i t a t i o n .
Understanding  this
d a t a  h e l p s
policymakers,  social
workers,  educators,
and  parents  design
effective  interventions.
This article delves into
the  most  recent  and
r e l i a b l e  d a t a  o n
juvenile delinquency in
t h e  P h i l i p p i n e s ,
exploring the types of
offenses,  the
demographics  most
affected,  the
underlying causes, and
the  ongoing  efforts  to
r e h a b i l i t a t e  a n d
prevent  youth  crime.
By  the  end,  you  will
have a clearer picture
of  where  the  country
stands  and  what  can
be  done  to  steer  the

y o u t h  t o w a r d  a
brighter  future.

KEY STATISTICS:
HOW MANY
CHILDREN ARE IN
CONFLICT WITH
THE LAW?

The Philippine National
Police  (PNP)  and  the
Department  of  Social
W e l f a r e  a n d
Development  (DSWD)
regularly compile data
on  children  who  have
been  repo r ted  o r
a p p r e h e n d e d  f o r
offenses.  According  to
the PNP’s annual crime
statistics,  the  number
of  CICL  has  fluctuated
over the past  decade.
In  2019,  before  the
pandemic,  there  were
over  8,000  recorded
cases involving minors.
During  the  COVID-19
l o c k d o w n s ,  t h e
numbers dipped due to
movement restrictions,
but  they  have  since
r i s e n  a g a i n  a s
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normalcy  returns.
A  m o r e  d e t a i l e d
breakdown  from  the
DSWD indicates that in
2022,  approximately
6,500  children  were
under  the  agency’s
c a r e  f o r  b e i n g  i n
conflict with the law. Of
t h e s e ,  t h e  v a s t
m a j o r i t y — o v e r
80%—were  boys  aged
15 to 17. The juvenile
delinquency  in  the
Philippines statistics
a l s o  h i g h l i g h t  a
t r o u b l i n g  t r e n d :
children  as  young  as
10  are  being  charged
with  theft,  physical
in jur ies,  and  even
drug-related  offenses.
The median age of first
offense  is  15,  a  critical
juncture  where  peer
pressure  and  lack  of
supervision often peak.

Regional
Disparitie
s in
Delinque
ncy Rates
The  National  Capital
R e g i o n  ( N C R )
consistently  reports
the highest number of
juvenile  delinquency
cases,  accounting  for
nearly 30% of all CICL.
This is expected given
Metro  Manila's  dense
population  and  high
poverty rate in certain
areas.  Other  regions
with elevated numbers
include  CALABARZON
(cit ies  l ike  Cavite,
Laguna, Batangas) and
Central Visayas (Cebu).
I n  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e
B a n g s a m o r o
Autonomous Region in
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Mus l im  M indanao
(BARMM)  repo r t s
r e l a t i v e l y  l o w e r
numbers, but this may
b e  d u e  t o
underreporting  and
lack of accessible data
systems.
Rural  areas  see  more
c a s e s  o f  s t a t u s
offenses—such  as
truancy  or  cur few
violations—whereas
urban  centers  report
more  property  crimes
(snatching,  robbery)
and drug offenses. This
geographic  pattern
helps authorities tailor
localized  prevention
programs.

TYPES OF
OFFENSES: WHAT
ARE CHILDREN
BEING ARRESTED
FOR?

The majority of juvenile
delinquency  cases  in
the Philippines fall into
two  broad  categories:

property  crimes  and
persona l  c r imes .
According to the latest
d a t a  f r o m  t h e
Philippine  Statistics
Authority  (PSA)  and
PNP,  the  top  offenses
among  CICL  are:

Theft and
robbery –
accounting for
approximately
45% of all
juvenile cases.
These often
involve
shoplifting,
snatching
cellphones, or
stealing from
market stalls.
Physical
injuries – about
20% of cases,
including
fistfights, gang
violence, and
acts of vandalism
that escalate.
Violations of
special laws –
such as RA 9165
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(Comprehensive
Dangerous Drugs
Act). About 15%
of CICL are
caught for
possession or
use of illegal
drugs, though
the numbers
have dropped
since the war on
drugs due to
stricter adult
penalties.
Acts of
lasciviousness
and rape –
around 8 to 10%
of cases, often
involving minors
as both victims
and perpetrators.
Murder and
homicide – rare
but highly
publicized. These
constitute less
than 3% of total
CICL cases but
generate
significant public
concern.

It is important to note
that many children are
also arrested for status
offenses—acts  that  are
only illegal because of
their  age,  like  curfew
breaking  or  running
away from home. While
not  criminal  per  se,
t h e s e  b e h a v i o r s
increase  a  child's  risk
of  entering the formal
justice system.

Recidivis
m Rates:
Are
Interventi
ons
Working?
One of the most telling
juvenile delinquency
in  the  Philippines
statistics  concerns
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recidivism—the rate at
which  chi ldren  re-
offend  after
intervent ion.  The
DSWD  reports  that
a m o n g  C I C L  w h o
u n d e r g o  t h e  f u l l
diversion  program
( c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
intervent ion),  the
recidivism rate is about
15% within two years.
However,  for  children
w h o  a r e
institutionalized  in
y o u t h  d e t e n t i o n
centers, the recidivism
rate  climbs  to  nearly
40%  due  to  negative
peer  influence  and
trauma.  This  stark
difference  underscores
the critical  importance
of  community-based
rehabilitation  over
incarceration.

ROOT CAUSES
BEHIND THE
NUMBERS:
POVERTY,

EDUCATION, AND
FAMILY
BREAKDOWN

Statistics alone cannot
e x p l a i n  t h e
phenomenon;  one
m u s t  l o o k  a t  t h e
drivers.  The  juvenile
delinquency  in  the
Philippines statistics
are  tightly  intertwined
w i t h  p o v e r t y .
According to the 2021
d a t a  f r o m  t h e
Philippine  Institute  for
Development  Studies,
over 60% of CICL come
from  families  living
below the poverty line.
Lack  o f  access  to
quality  education  is
another factor: around
70%  of  del inquent
youth  have  dropped
out  of  school  before
c o m p l e t i n g  h i g h
school,  many as early
as grade school.
Family  structure  also
plays  a  major  role.
Data  from  the  DSWD
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reveals that nearly half
of  CICL  come  from
broken  homes  or  live
w i t h  e x t e n d e d
relatives.  Many  have
parents who are OFWs
(Overseas  Fi l ipino
Workers)  or  who  are
t h e m s e l v e s
i n c a r c e r a t e d .
Subs tance  abuse
within  the  family  is  a
common  background
factor.  Peer  pressure,
especially in barangays
with high gang activity,
pushes  vulnerable
youth  toward  petty
crime  as  a  means  of
belonging or survival.

Mental
Health
and
Trauma
A  less  v i s ib le  bu t
crucial  statistic:  over

30%  of  CICL  in  the
Philippines  have  been
victims  of  physical  or
s e x u a l  a b u s e
themselves.  Many
suffer  from  post-
t r a u m a t i c  s t r e s s
disorder  (PTSD)  and
depression.  Without
access  t o  men ta l
health  services,  they
externalize  their  pain
through  aggression  or
antisocial  acts.  The
2022  National  Youth
Assessment  Survey
indicated that only 1 in
1 0  c h i l d r e n  w i t h
behavioral  issues ever
received counseling.

GOVERNMENT AND
LEGAL RESPONSE:
THE JUVENILE
JUSTICE SYSTEM

T h e  P h i l i p p i n e s
employs  a  restorative
justice  approach  for
children in conflict with
the  law.  Under  RA
9344,  children  below
15 at  the time of  the
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offense  are  exempt
from  criminal  liability
and are turned over to
t h e  D S W D  f o r
intervention.  Those
aged 15 to 18 can be
held  l iable  but  are
given  the  chance  for
diversion—a  process
that steers them away
from  formal  court
p roceed ings  i n to
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
programs.
T h e  j u v e n i l e
delinquency  in  the
Philippines statistics
h igh l i gh t  gaps  i n
implementation.  As  of
2023, only about 60%
of  barangays  have
f u n c t i o n a l  L o c a l
C o u n c i l s  f o r  t h e
Protection  of  Children
(LCPCs).  Many  lack
trained  social  workers
or diversion programs.
The  number  of  youth
detention facilities also
falls  short:  there  are
o n l y  1 0  r e g i o n a l
rehabilitation  centers

for  CICL  in  the  entire
country,  forcing  many
children to be held in
adult  jails—a  violation
of the law but a reality
in over 30% of cases.

Budget
and
Resource
Allocation
Government  spending
o n  j u v e n i l e
delinquency prevention
and  rehabilitation  has
increased but  remains
l o w .  T h e  D S W D ' s
b u d g e t  f o r  C I C L
programs in 2023 was
about PHP 800 million,
which  covers  only
around  15,000  direct
beneficiaries. Given the
estimated  100,000
children at risk in high-
c r ime  a reas ,  th i s
leaves  many  without
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s u p p o r t .  N o n -
g o v e r n m e n t a l
organizations like Save
the Children Philippines
and  ChildHope  Asia
s u p p l e m e n t  t h e
government's efforts.

REHABILITATION
AND
REINTEGRATION:
STORIES OF
CHANGE

Despite the challenges,
there  are  success
stories.  The  DSWD's
"Batang  Matatag"
(Strong Child) program
provides  educational
vouchers,  livelihood
skil ls  training,  and
counseling.  According
to agency reports, over
7 0 %  o f  C I C L  w h o
completed  a  two-year
aftercare  program  did
not re-offend. Similarly,
c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d
diversion  programs  in
Metro  Manila's  urban
poor  barangays  have
reduced  minor  crime

by  25%  in  pilot  areas.
However, the stigma of
b e i n g  l a b e l e d  a
de l i nquen t  o f t en
hinders  reintegration.
Many schools refuse to
re-enroll  former  CICL.
E m p l o y e r s  a r e
reluctant to hire them.
These  barriers  push
some youth  back  into
crime—a  cycle  visible
in recidivism data. The
challenge is not just to
divert  children  from
the justice system but
to  bu i ld  inc lus ive
communities  that  give
them a second chance.

The Role
of
Education
and
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Vocationa
l Training
D a t a  f r o m  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Education  shows  that
dropout  rates  are
significantly  higher  in
areas  with  elevated
j u v e n i l e  c r i m e .
Recognizing  this,  the
Alternative  Learning
Sys tem  (ALS)  has
become a key tool. ALS
graduates are 40% less
likely to be involved in
c r im ina l  ac t i v i t y
compared  to  dropouts
w i t h o u t  a n y
certification.
I n v e s t m e n t  i n
vocational  training  for
at-risk  youth  has  also
shown  promise :  a
partnership  between
TESDA  and  DSWD
y i e l d e d  a n  8 5 %
employment  rate  for
CICL  graduates  of
a u t o m o t i v e  a n d

culinary  courses.

PREVENTION:
WHAT CAN
COMMUNITIES DO?

Prevention  is  always
b e t t e r  t h a n
intervention. The most
effective  approaches
are  early  childhood
education,  parenting
support programs, and
after-school  activities.
In localities where the
"Ba rangay  You th
Organization" is active,
juvenile  delinquency
c a s e s  d r o p  b y  a n
average of 30%. Sports
l e a g u e s ,  c h u r c h
g r o u p s ,  a n d  a r t
workshops  provide
positive  outlets  for
energy  and  creativity.
O n l i n e  s a f e t y  i s
another  emerging
front.  With the rise of
digital  cr imes  l ike
online  sexual  abuse
and  exp lo i ta t ion ,
statistics  now  show
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that 12% of CICL in the
Philippines  have  been
v i c t ims  o f  cybe r -
related offenses before
turning to delinquency
themselves.  Teaching
digital  l iteracy  and
ethical online behavior
i s  b e c o m i n g  a s
important  as  teaching
street safety.

CONCLUSION:
TURNING
STATISTICS INTO
SOLUTIONS

T h e  j u v e n i l e
delinquency  in  the
Philippines statistics
paint  a  picture  of  a
nation  struggling  to
protect its youth while
a lso  hold ing  them
accountable.  Over
6,000  children  enter
the  justice  system
each  year—most  for
property  crimes,  most
from  poor  families,
most  with  disrupted
education.  Yet  the

numbers also reveal a
p a t h  f o r w a r d :
prioritizing community-
based  d i ve r s i on ,
investing  in  mental
health,  and  ensuring
every child has access
to school and livelihood
opportunities.
Behind  every  statistic
is a story of a child who
could still be redirected
to  a  productive  life.
T h e  P h i l i p p i n e
government,  NGOs,
and communities have
t h e  t o o l s .  W h a t
remains is the political
wi l l  and  sustained
funding  to  transform
these  numbers  into
lower recidivism rates,
h i g h e r  s c h o o l
completion  rates,  and
safer  neighborhoods.
By  understanding  the
data and acting on it,
the  nation  can  move
from  merely  counting
cases to truly changing
lives.


