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DISCOVERING THE
GEOGRAPHY OF
WESTERN
AUSTRALIA’S
CAPITAL

When planning  a  visit
or relocation to one of
A u s t r a l i a ’ s  m o s t
isolated  yet  vibrant
cities,  understanding
the  Map  Of  Perth
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding Areas is
essential.  Perth,  the
capital  of  Western
Australia,  sits  on  the
banks  of  the  Swan
River,  flanked  by  the

Indian  Ocean  to  the
west  and  the  Darling
Scarp to the east. The
c i t y ’ s  l a y o u t  i s  a
fascinating  blend  of
dense  urban  centres,
sprawling  suburban
neighbourhoods,  and
vast  natural  reserves.
Whether  you ’ re  a
tourist  mapping  out
your  itinerary,  a  new
resident  scouting  for
suburbs, or a business
analyst  studying  the
r e g i o n ’ s  g r o w t h
corridors,  a  detailed
map  of  Greater  Perth
revea l s  l aye r s  o f
history,  culture,  and
connectivity.
This  article  unpacks
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the key features of the
Perth  metropolitan
r e g i o n  a n d  i t s
surrounding  areas,
f r o m  t h e  c e n t r a l
business district (CBD)
to the outer reaches of
the Peel region and the
w h e a t b e l t .  W e ’ l l
explore how the Swan
River  divides  the  city,
the  importance  of
major  highways  such
as  the  Mitchell  and
Kwinana Freeways, and
the  distinct  character
of each region. By the
end,  you’ l l  have  a
mental map that brings
this  sun-drenched
corner of Australia into
sharp focus.

THE CORE LAYOUT:
SWAN RIVER AND
THE CBD

At  the  heart  of  any
M a p  O f  P e r t h
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding Areas is
the  Swan  R iver ,  a
meandering  waterway

that  shapes  the  city’s
identity. The river flows
from the Darling Scarp
in the east through the
c e n t r e  o f  t h e
metropolitan  area,
emptying  into  the
I n d i a n  O c e a n  a t
Fremantle  Harbour.
T h e  P e r t h  C B D
occupies  a  narrow
s t r e t c h  o f  l a n d
between  the  Swan
River to the south and
east,  and  the  Mitchell
Freeway  to  the  west
and north.  This  dense
grid of high‑rise towers
h o u s e s  t h e  s t a t e
government,  financial
i n s t i t u t i ons ,  and
cultural venues such as
the  Ar t  Ga l le ry  o f
Western  Australia  and
Elizabeth Quay.
Just south of the river
lies  South  Perth,  with
its  famous  foreshore
offering postcard views
of the CBD skyline. To
the  north,  the  suburb
of  Northbridge  is  the
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nightlife  hub,  packed
with bars,  restaurants,
and the Perth Cultural
Centre.  The  map’s
i m m e d i a t e
surroundings  also
include Kings Park, one
of  the  world’s  largest
inner‑city parks, which
sits  on  the  western
edge  of  the  CBD and
provides  a  stunning
vantage point over the
river and the city.

Key
Landmark
s on the
Perth
Map

Elizabeth Quay
– a waterfront
precinct with
public art,
restaurants, and

ferry terminals.
Bell Tower – a
modern
landmark on
Barrack Square,
housing historic
bells.
Optus Stadium
– located in the
suburb of
Burswood on the
opposite side of
the Swan River.
University of
Western
Australia –
situated in
Crawley, next to
Kings Park and
the river.
Fremantle – the
historic port city
at the mouth of
the Swan River,
about 20 minutes
southwest of the
CBD.

NAVIGATING
GREATER PERTH:
REGIONS AND
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SUBURBS

The  Map  Of  Perth
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding  Areas
d i v i d e s  t h e
metropolitan  region
into  several  distinct
s e c t o r s :  t h e
N o r t h ‑ W e s t ,
N o r t h ‑ E a s t ,
S o u t h ‑ W e s t ,
South‑East,  and  the
Hills. Each sector offers
different  lifestyles,
housing  types,  and
access  to  amenities.
Understanding  these
zones  helps  residents
and  v is i tors  a l ike
c h o o s e  t h e  b e s t
locat ion  fo r  the i r
needs.

Northern
Suburbs
North  of  the  Swan
River,  the  suburbs
s t r e t c h  f r o m
Scarborough and Trigg

on  the  coast,  through
in l and  a reas  l i ke
Osborne  Park  and
Balcatta, all the way to
Joondalup  in  the  far
north.  The  Mitchell
F r e e w a y  r u n s
n o r t h ‑ s o u t h ,
connecting these areas
to  the  CBD.  Coastal
northern  suburbs  like
Hi l larys  boast  the
Hillarys  Boat  Harbour,
a  popular  destination
for  dining  and  water
sports.  Further  north,
the suburb of Yanchep
offers  a  more
semi‑rural  feel  with
access  to  Yanchep
National Park, home to
koalas  and  limestone
caves.

Eastern
and Hills
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Suburbs
T o  t h e  e a s t ,  t h e
foothills of the Darling
Range include suburbs
s u c h  a s  M i d l a n d ,
K a l a m u n d a ,  a n d
Mundar ing.  These
areas  are  known  for
their bushland, walking
trails,  and  a  cooler
microclimate.  Midland
serves as a major retail
and transport hub with
a  train  station  on the
Midland  line.  Further
east, beyond the urban
fringe,  l ie  national
parks  and the historic
town  o f  Toodyay ,
popular  for  weekend
getaways. The Map Of
Perth  Australia  And
Surrounding  Areas
shows how quickly the
urban landscape gives
way  to  jarrah  forests
and granite outcrops.

Southern
Suburbs
South  of  the  Swan
R ive r ,  the  reg ion
includes  established
s u b u r b s  l i k e
Applecross, Como, and
Bic ton ,  as  we l l  as
newer developments in
Cann ing  Va le  and
Southern  River.  The
Kwinana Freeway runs
south  from  the  CBD,
linking the city with the
port  of  Fremantle  and
continuing  to  the  city
of Mandurah, about 70
k i lomet res  away .
Southern  suburbs  are
h o m e  t o  m a j o r
shopping  centres  like
Westfield  Carousel  and
Garden City.  The area
a l so  fea tu res  the
C a n n i n g  R i v e r ,  a
tributary of  the Swan,
w i t h  e x t e n s i v e
parkland and bikeways.
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Outer
Suburbs
and the
Peel
Region
The  Map  Of  Perth
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding  Areas
extends  well  beyond
the city limits. The Peel
region, centred around
Mandurah,  is  one  of
the  fastest‑growing
a reas  i n  Wes te rn
Australia.  Mandurah
itself  is  a  coastal  city
with  a  large  estuary,
known  for  its  canal
estates  and  dolphin
c ru i ses .  Sou th  o f
Mandurah lie the towns
o f  D a w e s v i l l e ,
W a n n a n u p ,  a n d
Erskine. Further inland,
the  rural  shires  of

Serpentine‑Jarrahdale
and Murray offer a mix
of  farmland,  country
l i f e s t y l e ,  a n d
adventure  parks.

TRANSPORT
NETWORKS:
HIGHWAYS, RAIL,
AND FERRY
ROUTES

A  t h o r o u g h
understanding  of  the
M a p  O f  P e r t h
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding  Areas
would  be  incomplete
without examining the
transport  corridors.
Perth’s road network is
b u i l t  a r o u n d
n o r t h ‑ s o u t h  a n d
east‑west  freeways.
The  Mitchell  Freeway
runs  from  the  CBD
north to Joondalup and
beyond,  whi le  the
Kwinana Freeway runs
south  to  Mandurah.
The  Graham  Farmer
Freeway  provides  an
east‑west  link  via  the
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Northbridge  Tunnel.
Major  highways  such
as  the  Great  Eastern
H i g h w a y ,  A l b a n y
Highway,  and  Roe
Highway  connect  the
city to the wider state.
Public  transport  is
m a n a g e d  b y
T r a n s p e r t h  a n d
includes  trains,  buses,
and  ferries.  The  rail
network  has  five  lines:
Joondalup,  Mandurah,
Midland,  Fremantle,
and  Armadale.  These
lines  radiate  from the
CBD, with underground
stations  at  Elizabeth
Q u a y  a n d  P e r t h
Underground.  The
M a n d u r a h  l i n e  i s
particularly  scenic,
crossing  the  Swan
River  and  the  Peel
Inlet.  Ferries  operate
between  the  CBD,
S o u t h  P e r t h ,  a n d
Mends  Street,  offering
a unique perspective of
the river.

Key
Transport
Hubs

Perth Station –1.
central hub for
all train lines,
located in the
CBD on
Wellington
Street.
Elizabeth Quay2.
Bus Station –
main interchange
for bus routes
serving the south
and east.
Fremantle3.
Station –
terminus of the
Fremantle line,
near the historic
port district.
Mandurah4.
Station –
southern
terminus of the
Mandurah line,
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serving the Peel
region.
Airport – Perth5.
Airport (domestic
and
international) is
located east of
the CBD,
accessible via
the Gateway WA
road project.

NATURAL
FEATURES AND
NATIONAL PARKS
ON THE MAP

The  Map  Of  Perth
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding Areas is
d o t t e d  w i t h
outstanding  natural
attractions.  Within  the
city,  Kings  Park  and
Bold  Park  offer  native
b u s h l a n d  a n d
panoramic  views.  The
Swan  River  provides
oppor tun i t ies  fo r
sailing,  kayaking,  and
fishing.  To  the  north,
the  Marmion  Marine

P a r k  p r o t e c t s
limestone  reefs  and
seagrass  meadows,
ideal  for  snorkelling.
South  of  the  city,  the
Serpentine Falls in the
Darling  Range  are  a
p o p u l a r  s p o t  f o r
s w i m m i n g  a n d
picnicking.
Further  afield,  the
Perth Hills  include the
John  Forrest  National
Park,  where  you  can
hike to historic railway
tunnels and waterfalls.
Avon  Valley  National
Park, east of Toodyay,
showcases  wildflowers
in spring. The Yanchep
Nat iona l  Pa rk ,  as
mentioned  earlier,  is
famous  for  its  koala
colony  and  limestone
c a v e s .  F o r  m a p
enthusiasts,  these
natural  landmarks
often appear as green
patches  contrasting
with  the  urban  sprawl.
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Coastal
Highlight
s

Cottesloe
Beach – iconic
sunset spot with
a grassy reserve
and the Indiana
Teahouse.
Scarborough
Beach – popular
for surfing, with a
recently
upgraded
Esplanade and
amphitheatre.
City Beach –
family‑friendly,
with a protected
swimming area
and park.
Port Beach,
Fremantle –
adjacent to the
harbour, with
views of
container ships.

SURROUNDING
REGIONAL TOWNS
AND
DESTINATIONS

Beyond the immediate
metropolitan boundary,
the  Map  Of  Perth
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding  Areas
includes  charming
country  towns  and
coastal villages. To the
north,  the  town  of
Gingin is known for its
pink lake (Lake Thetis)
a n d  t h e  G r a v i t y
Discovery  Centre.  The
Pinnacles  Desert  in
Nambung  National
Park,  about two hours
north  of  Perth,  is  a
lunar  landscape  of
limestone  pillars.  To
the  east,  the  historic
gold‑rush town of York
offers  well‑preserved
colonial  architecture,
and  further  east  lies
Northam,  the  state’s
inland  port.
South of Mandurah, the
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coast continues to the
r e s o r t  t o w n  o f
Dwellingup, famous for
white‑water  rafting  on
the  Murray  River  and
the  Bibbulmun  Track
walking  trail.  Further
south still,  the port of
B u n b u r y  i s  t h e
g a t e w a y  t o  t h e
Margaret  River  wine
region,  but  that  falls
outside  the  typical
“surrounding areas” for
day  trips.  For  a  more
d e t a i l e d
understanding,  locals
o f ten  re fer  to  the
“ G r e a t e r  P e r t h ”
statistical  area,  which
includes  the  city  of
Mandurah  and  the
s h i r e s  o f
Serpentine‑Jarrahdale
and Mundaring.

HOW TO READ A
MAP OF PERTH
EFFECTIVELY

Whether you’re using a
digital map or a printed
t o u r i s t  g u i d e ,

understanding  the
M a p  O f  P e r t h
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding  Areas
requires  attention  to
scale  and  reference
points. The Swan River
is  the  most  obvious
natural  landmark;  all
suburbs  are  oriented
re lat ive  to  i t .  The
Indian Ocean coastline
provides  a  western
boundary,  while  the
Darling  Scarp  marks
the eastern edge of the
urban  footprint.  Major
freeways  and  train
lines act as spines, and
the numbering of exits
(e.g.,  Exit  5  on  the
Mitchell Freeway) helps
in navigation.
For  newcomers,  it’s
useful  to  memorise  a
few  key  subu rbs :
Fremantle (southwest),
Joondalup  (north),
Midland  (east),  and
Armadale  (southeast).
These  act  as  anchors
for  each  quadrant  of
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the  map.  Additionally,
the  g r id  o f  “ l oca l
government  areas”
such  as  the  City  of
S t i r l i n g ,  C i t y  o f
Canning,  and  City  of
Cockburn  helps  in
understanding  council
b o u n d a r i e s  a n d
services.  Many  online
maps  now  inc lude
l a y e r s  f o r  p u b l i c
transport,  traffic
c o n d i t i o n s ,  a n d
topographic  features,
making  it  easier  than
ever  to  explore  the
region.

CONCLUSION

The  Map  Of  Perth
A u s t r a l i a  A n d
Surrounding Areas is
more  than  a  tool  for
getting from A to B; it’s
a  w indow  in to  the
diverse  landscapes,
communit ies ,  and
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  o f
Western  Australia’s
cap i ta l .  F rom  the

gleaming towers of the
CBD  reflected  in  the
Swan  R iver  to  the
tranquil  forests  of  the
Darling  Range,  from
the surf breaks of the
Indian  Ocean  to  the
c a n a l  e s t a t e s  o f
Mandurah ,  eve ry
corner of the map tells
a story. Understanding
the  geography  helps
res idents  choose
where to live, workers
plan  their  commutes,
and  visitors  maximise
t h e i r  h o l i d a y
experiences.  Whether
you’re  studying  the
u r b a n  s p r a w l  o r
planning a road trip to
the Pinnacles, this map
is your essential guide.
A n d  a s  t h e  c i t y
continues to grow, new
s u b u r b s  a n d
infrastructure  will  add
fresh  detai ls  to  an
ever‑evolving  picture
o f  P e r t h  a n d  i t s
surroundings.


