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EXPLORING THE
MASTERPIECES: A
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VINCENT VAN
GOGH PAINTINGS
LIST

Vincent  van  Gogh
remains  one  of  the
most  celebrated  and
influential  figures  in
the history of Western
art .  Despi te  a  l i fe
marked  by  personal
s t r u g g l e  a n d  a
t r a g i c a l l y  s h o r t
career—he  produced
the vast majority of his
work  in  the  last  ten
years  of  his  life—his
a r t i s t i c  ou tpu t  i s
s t a g g e r i n g .  F o r

collectors,  students,
a n d  a r t  l o v e r s ,
studying a Vincent Van
Gogh  paintings  list  is
not just an exercise in
cata log ing;  i t  i s  a
j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h
explosive  color,  raw
e m o t i o n ,  a n d  a n
innovative  brushwork
that  changed  painting
forever.  This  article
provides  a  detailed
overview  of  his  most
significant  works,
organized  thematically
and chronologically, to
help  you  understand
the  evolution  of  his
genius.

EARLY WORKS
AND THE DUTCH
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PERIOD
(1881–1885)

Before  the  vibrant
sunflowers  and  starry
nights,  van  Gogh’s
palette  was  dark  and
earthy. His early works
focused on peasant life
and the harsh realities
of  rural  existence.
These  paintings  are
charac te r i zed  by
somber  tones  and  a
thick,  almost  clumsy
application  of  paint
that later evolved into
his  signature  impasto
t e c h n i q u e .  A  k e y
painting in this  period
is The Potato Eaters
(1885), which shows a
f a m i l y  s h a r i n g  a
humble  meal.  This
work is essential in any
Vincent  Van  Gogh
paintings  list  because
it  reveals  his  deep
e m p a t h y  f o r  t h e
working  class  and  his
early  mastery  of  light
and shadow.

Key Early
Works

Still Life with
Cabbage and
Clogs (1881)
The Potato
Eaters (1885)
Head of a
Peasant
Woman (1885)
Skull of a
Skeleton with
Burning
Cigarette
(1886)

During this period, van
Gogh  also  produced
numerous  drawings
and studies of weavers
and  laborers.  These
pieces,  though  less
famous  than  his  later
works,  are  crucial  for
understanding  the
foundation of his art.

THE PARIS YEARS
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AND THE BIRTH OF
COLOR

(1886–1888)

Van  Gogh  moved  to
Paris in 1886, where he
e n c o u n t e r e d  t h e
Impressionists  and
Post-Impressionists.
This  period  marks  a
d r a m a t i c
transformation  in  his
s ty le .  H is  pa le t te
brightened,  and  he
began  experimenting
with  short,  broken
brushstrokes.  The
influence  of  Georges
Seurat and Paul Signac
i s  e v i d e n t  i n  h i s
pointillist  experiments,
t h o u g h  v a n  G o g h
quickly  developed  his
o w n  d i s t i n c t i v e
approach.  A  Vincent
Van Gogh paintings list
from this  era  includes
s e l f - p o r t r a i t s ,
cityscapes,  and  still
lifes  that  pulse  with
newfound energy.

Notable
Paris
Works

Self-Portrait
with Dark Felt
Hat (1886)
Fishing in
Spring, the
Pont de Clichy
(1887)
Still Life with a
Basket of
Apples (1887)
Self-Portrait
with Straw Hat
(1887)

The self-portraits  from
t h i s  p e r i o d  a r e
especially  telling.  Van
Gogh  painted  himself
dozens of times, using
the mirror as a tool for
both  self-examination
and  stylistic  practice.
Each  portrait  shows  a
different  mood,  a
different  technique,
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and  a  different  color
harmony.

ARLES: THE
EXPLOSION OF
LIGHT (1888–1889)

Van  Gogh  moved  to
Arles  in  the  south  of
France  in  February
1 8 8 8 ,  h o p i n g  t o
establish  an  artists'
colony.  This  was  his
most  prolific  and
tr iumphant  period
despite  his  worsening
mental  health.  The
br ight  sun l ight  o f
Provence  liberated  his
color  sense  entirely.
His  paintings  from
Arles are characterized
by  intense  yellows,
deep  blues,  and  vivid
greens.  Any  Vincent
Van Gogh paintings list
must  include  at  least
half  a  dozen  works
from  this  period,  as
they  represent  the
peak  of  his  creative
powers.

Masterpie
ces from
Arles

Sunflowers
(1888–1889) – a
series of still lifes
that have
become iconic.
The Yellow
House (1888) –
his home in
Arles.
Bedroom in
Arles (1888) – a
simple interior
full of emotion.
Café Terrace at
Night (1888) –
one of the first
night scenes
painted en plein
air.
Starry Night
Over the Rhône
(1888) – a
precursor to his
most famous
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work.
Self-Portrait
with Bandaged
Ear (1889) –
painted after the
infamous
incident with
Gauguin.

The Sunflowers series
is  perhaps  the  most
recognizable  set  of
paintings in the world.
Van  Gogh  pa inted
them  to  decorate  the
room of his friend Paul
G a u g u i n .  T h e y
symbolize  gratitude
and  artistic  ambition.
In contrast, The Night
Café  (1888)  uses
c lash ing  reds  and
greens to convey what
van  Gogh  called  “the
terrible  passions  of
humanity.”

SAINT-RÉMY AND
THE ASYLUM
PERIOD
(1889–1890)

After  a  breakdown  in

late  1888,  van  Gogh
voluntarily  admitted
himself  to  the  asylum
of  Sa in t -Pau l -de -
Mausole in Saint-Rémy.
D e s p i t e  h i s
confinement,  he
continued  to  paint
prolifically.  The  works
from  this  period  are
a m o n g  h i s  m o s t
f a m o u s  a n d
emotionally  charged.
The  swirl ing  skies,
cypress  trees,  and
olive  groves  reflect  a
mind  in  turmoil  yet
c a p a b l e  o f
extraordinary  beauty.
A  Vincent  Van  Gogh
paintings list from this
period  is  essential  for
any serious study.

Iconic
Works
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from
Saint-

Rémy
The Starry
Night (1889) –
arguably his
most famous
painting, a vision
of the night sky
as a cosmic
dance.
Irises (1889) – a
vibrant study of
flowers painted
from the asylum
garden.
Wheat Field
with Cypresses
(1889) – swirling
lines and vivid
colors.
Self-Portrait
(1889) – one of
his most intense
self-portraits,
with swirling blue
background.

The Sower
(1888, reworked
in 1889) – a motif
of hope and
rebirth.

The Starry Night is a
masterpiece  of  Post-
Impress ion ism.  I t
depicts  the  view from
van  Gogh's  asylum
w i n d o w ,  b u t
transformed  by  his
imag ina t ion .  The
cypress tree rises like a
flame,  the  stars  pulse
with  energy,  and  the
village  below  sleeps
p e a c e f u l l y .  T h i s
p a i n t i n g  a l o n e
encapsu lates  van
Gogh's  unique  ability
to  merge  reality  with
emotion.

AUVERS-SUR-OISE:
THE FINAL
MONTHS
(MAY–JULY 1890)

In May 1890, van Gogh
moved  to  Auvers-sur-
Oise, a village north of
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Paris, under the care of
Dr.  Paul  Gachet.  The
last two months of his
l i fe  were  intensely
productive. He painted
over  70  works  in  70
days,  many  of  which
are  characterized  by
vibrant color and a new
sense of compositional
balance. Yet a growing
melancholy  pervades
some of  these pieces.
A  complete  Vincent
Van Gogh paintings list
must  include  these
final works, which show
an artist at the height
of his powers, even as
h i s  m e n t a l  s t a t e
deteriorated.

Last
Works in
Auvers

Portrait of Dr.
Gachet (1890) –
a poignant study

of a melancholy
man.
Wheatfield
with Crows
(1890) – often
considered his
final painting, full
of ominous
energy.
Church at
Auvers (1890) –
a Gothic church
painted with
dramatic,
swirling
brushstrokes.
Daubigny's
Garden (1890) –
a tribute to a
fellow artist.
Tree Roots
(1890) – a stark,
almost abstract
study executed
near his final
resting place.

The  Wheatfield  with
Crows  is  frequently
misinterpreted  as  van
Gogh's last painting. In
reality,  he  painted
several  works  after  it,
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but the darkening sky,
the dead-end path, and
the  crows  taking  flight
e v o k e  a  s e n s e  o f
impending  doom.  It
remains  one  of  the
most  powerful  images
in art history.

UNDERSTANDING
VAN GOGH'S
LEGACY THROUGH
HIS PAINTINGS
LIST

A  Vincent  Van  Gogh
paintings  list  is  more
than a simple record; it
is a map of an artist's
s o u l .  E a c h
period—from  the  dark
Dutch  interiors  to  the
blaz ing  Provençal
fields—marks  a  stage
in  his  personal  and
artistic  development.
Van  Gogh  produced
about 860 oil paintings
a n d  o v e r  1 , 1 0 0
drawings,  watercolors,
and  sketches.  While
not  every  piece  is  a
masterpiece,  even  his

lesser-known  works
show  a  re lent less
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
expressing  his  inner
world.

The
Evolution
of
Techniqu
e and
Emotion
Van Gogh’s brushwork
evolved  from  tight,
dark  strokes  to  bold,
swir l ing  l ines  that
seem  to  vibrate  with
life.  His  use  of  color
became  increasingly
symbolic. For instance,
yellow  represented
hope  and  spir i tual
fulfillment,  while  blue
conveyed  infinity  and
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peace.  In  works  like
T h e  S o w e r  a n d
Starry  Night,  these
c o l o r s  c l a s h  a n d
harmonize to create a
deeply personal vision.

The
Influence
on
Modern
Art
Though van Gogh sold
only  a  few  paintings
during his lifetime, his
influence  on  20th-
c e n t u r y  a r t  i s
immeasurable.  He
paved  the  way  for
F a u v i s m ,
Expressionism,  and
e v e n  A b s t r a c t
Expressionism.  Artists
like  Edvard  Munch,
Henri  Matisse,  and
Jackson  Pollock  have

all  acknowledged  his
impact.  Studying  a
comprehensive Vincent
Van Gogh paintings list
reveals  the  seeds  of
t h e s e  l a t e r
movements.

HOW TO EXPLORE
THE FULL VINCENT
VAN GOGH
PAINTINGS LIST

For anyone wanting to
delve deeper, there are
several resources. The
Van  Gogh  Museum  in
Amsterdam  holds  the
largest collection of his
works and letters. The
Kröller-Müller  Museum
in  Otterlo  also  has  a
significant  collection.
Online databases, such
a s  t h e  V a n  G o g h
Gal lery,  provide  a
complete  Vincent  Van
Gogh paintings list with
i m a g e s  a n d
provenance.  Visiting
these  museums  or
exp lo r ing  d ig i ta l
collections  allows  you
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to see the progression
of his art firsthand.

Tips for
Beginner
s

Start with the1.
most famous
paintings – such
as Sunflowers,
Starry Night, and
Bedroom in
Arles.
Read his2.
letters – they
provide insight
into his thoughts
on each painting.
Compare works3.
from different
periods – notice
the shift in color
and brushwork.
Look for4.
recurring
motifs –
sunflowers,
irises, self-

portraits, chairs,
and night skies.

CONCLUSION

A  Vincent  Van  Gogh
pa int ings  l i s t  i s  a
testament to an artist
who  t rans fo rmed
personal  torment  into
universal beauty. From
the  dark,  textured
c a n v a s e s  o f  t h e
Netherlands  to  the
luminous,  swirl ing
m a s t e r p i e c e s  o f
Provence  and  Auvers,
van  Gogh  created  a
body  o f  work  that
continues to move and
inspire  millions.  His
pa in t ings  a re  not
merely  objects  to  be
s e e n — t h e y  a r e
experiences to be felt.
Whether  you  are  a
seasoned art  historian
or a curious newcomer,
explor ing  th is  l is t
opens  a  window  into
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
passionate minds ever
to hold a brush.


