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Preparing for the AP
World History exam
can feel like an
overwhelming task.
The course covers
eight centuries of

human history,
spanning every
continent and

countless civilizations.
However, with the right
approach and a well-
structured World
History AP Study
Guide, you can
transform this vast sea

of information into a
manageable and even
enjoyable learning
journey. This guide is
designed to help you
navigate the
complexities of the
course, build a deep
understanding of
historical processes,
and ultimately achieve
a high score on the
exam. Whether you are
just starting your
review or looking for
last-minute strategies,
the insights provided
here will serve as your
roadmap to success.

UNDERSTANDING
THE STRUCTURE
OF THE AP WORLD



https://www.everybodystreet.com/

HISTORY EXAM

Before diving into
content review, it is
essential to understand
what you are up
against. The AP World
History: Modern exam
is designed to test your
knowledge of historical
events from
approximately 1200 CE
to the present. The
exam is divided into
two main sections,
each worth half of your
total score. Knowing
this structure is the
first step in any
effective World
History AP Study
Guide because it
allows you to allocate
your study time wisely.

Section I:
Multiple-

Choice
and
Short-
Answer
Questions

The first section
consists of 55 multiple-
choice questions
(MCQs) to be
completed in 55
minutes. These
questions are typically
stimulus-based,

meaning you will be
asked to analyze a
primary or secondary
source, such as a text
excerpt, image, map,
or graph. Following the
MCQs, you will have 40
minutes to answer
three short-answer
questions (SAQs).
These require you to
provide concise,
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evidence-based
responses directly
addressing the prompt.
A solid World History
AP Study Guide will
emphasize the
importance of source
analysis and quick,
accurate writing for
this section.

Section Il:
Documen
t-Based
Question
and Long
Essay
Question

The second section is
the free-response
portion. It begins with
the Document-Based
Question (DBQ), for

which you have 60
minutes (including a
15-minute reading
period). The DBQ asks
you to analyze seven
documents and
construct an argument
that incorporates
evidence from both the
documents and your
own outside
knowledge. Finally, you
will have 40 minutes to
answer one Long Essay
Question (LEQ), chosen
from three options,
which requires you to
develop a historically
defensible thesis and
support it with specific
examples. A
comprehensive World
History AP Study
Guide must provide
strategies for crafting
strong thesis
statements and
integrating evidence
effectively.

THE SIX KEY




WORLD HISTORY

The AP World History
curriculum is organized
around six overarching
themes. Instead of
memorizing isolated
facts, a high-quality
World History AP
Study Guide helps

you connect
information across
these themes.

Understanding these
threads will make it
easier to see the "big
picture" and answer
complex questions on
the exam.

e Humans and
the
Environment
(ENV): How
have people
interacted with
their physical
surroundings?
This includes
demography,
disease,
migration,

technrtHEMESIOF AP
patterns of
settlement.
Cultural
Developments
and
Interactions
(CDI): How have
religions,
philosophies,
ideologies, and
the arts
developed and
spread? This
covers
everything from
Buddhism to the
Enlightenment to
modern pop
culture.
Governance
(GOV): What
forms of political
organization
have humans
created? This
includes states,
empires, nations,
and the systems
of rule and
legitimacy that
support them.
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e Economic

Systems (ECN):
How have people
produced,
distributed, and
consumed goods
and services?
Key concepts
include
agricultural and
industrial
revolutions,
trade networks,
and labor
systems.

Social
Interactions
and
Organization
(S10): How have
societies been
structured? This
covers class,
gender, race,
and ethnicity, as
well as the roles
of families and
communities.
Technology
and Innovation
(TEC): How have
humans created

and used tools
and systems?
From the
compass to the
printing press to
the computer,
technology has
been a driving
force of change.

BUILDING YOUR AP
WORLD HISTORY
STUDY GUIDE: A
STEP-BY-STEP
PLAN

Creating your own
World History AP
Study Guide is one of
the most effective
ways to learn. The
process of organizing
information helps
solidify it in your
memory. Below is a
step-by-step plan for
building a guide that
works for you.



. and decline of
Ste p 1 . major states like
the Mongols, the
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Indian Ocean
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Trans-Saharan
routes.
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Industrializatio
n (c.
1750-1900) -
12-15% of
exam weight.
The Age of
Revolutions
(American,
French, Haitian),
the Industrial
Revolution,
imperialism, and
the rise of
nationalism are
central here.

. Unit7,8, &9:
Global Conflict,
Cold War, and
Globalization
(c. 1900-
present) -
12-15% of
exam weight.
World Wars | and
I, the Cold War,
decolonization,
and the modern
era of
globalization
dominate this
section.

Step 2:
Create
Thematic

Concept
Cards

For each period, create
a set of "concept
cards" organized by
the six themes listed
above. For example,
for the period
1450-1750, under the
theme of Economic
Systems (ECN), you
might include terms
like "mercantilism,"
"joint-stock company,"
"chattel slavery," and
"Columbian Exchange."
Writing these out by
hand or typing them
into a digital document
forces you to process
the information. This
active recall is far more



effective than simply
reading a textbook.

Step 3:
Master
the
Historical
Thinking
Skills

Content knowledge
alone is not enough.
The exam also tests
specific historical
reasoning skills. A
complete World
History AP Study
Guide should include
practice with these
skills:

e Developments
and Processes:
Can you identify
and explain
historical

developments
and processes?
Sourcing and
Situation: Can
you analyze the
point of view,
purpose, and
context of a
primary source?
Claims and
Evidence in
Sources: Can
you evaluate
how an author
uses evidence to
support a claim?
Contextualizati
on: Can you
situate a
historical event
in its broader
context?
Making
Connections:
Can you identify
patterns and
connections
between
different
geographical
regions and time
periods?
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e Argumentation
: Can you create
a logical,
evidence-based
argument?

ESSENTIAL
RESOURCES FOR
YOUR WORLD
HISTORY AP
STUDY GUIDE

You do not have to
build your study guide
from scratch.
Numerous excellent
resources are available
to supplement your
learning. The best
World History AP
Study Guide
incorporates a mix of
materials to keep your
review varied and
engaging.

Official
College

Board
Resource
S

The College Board
website is your single
most reliable source.
They provide the
course and exam
description (CED),
which breaks down
every topic and skill
you need to know.
They also release free-
response questions
from previous years
along with scoring
guidelines and sample
student responses.
Studying these
samples is invaluable
for understanding what
graders are looking for.

Review
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Books
and

Primary
Source

OnlineReaders

Platforms

Commercial review
books from publishers
like Princeton Review,
Barron's, and AMSCO
are popular choices.
They condense the
course content and
provide practice tests.
Additionally, online
platforms like Khan
Academy offer free,
high-quality video
lessons and practice
questions that align
perfectly with the AP
curriculum. Using a
digital World History
AP Study Guide can
be particularly helpful
for on-the-go review.

and
Documen
t
Collection
S

Since the exam is
heavily source-based,
reading a variety of
primary sources is
crucial. Look for
collections of
documents from
different world regions.
Pay attention to the
author's perspective,
the intended audience,
and the historical
context. Practicing with
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these sources will
make you more
comfortable with the
DBQ and stimulus-
based MCQs.

STRATEGIES FOR
THE MULTIPLE-
CHOICE AND
SHORT-ANSWER
SECTIONS

Knowing the material is
only half the battle.
You also need a test-
taking strategy. A
strong World History
AP Study Guide will
include specific tactics
for each section of the
exam.

Conqueri
ng the
Multiple-

11

Choice
Questions
(MCQs)

The 55 MCQs are
designed to be
completed in about
one minute each. Time
management is critical
here. First, read the
stimulus carefully.
Identify the source,
date, and main idea.
Then, read the
question. Try to answer
it in your own words
before looking at the
choices. Eliminate
obviously wrong
answers first. The AP
exam often includes
distractors that are
true statements but do
not answer the specific
question. Focus on
what the question is
directly asking. A good
rule of thumb is to
spend no more than 60



seconds on any single
question. If you are
stuck, mark it and
move on. You can
return later if time
permits.

Mastering
the Short-
Answer
Questions
(SAQs)

The three SAQs require
you to write a few
sentences or a short
paragraph in response
to a prompt. You will
typically be asked to
identify, describe, or
explain a historical
development. The key
to success here is

precision and
specificity. Use
concrete historical

examples. Avoid vague

12

language. For instance,
instead of saying
"trade increased," say
"the volume of Indian
Ocean trade grew
significantly after the
development of the
monsoon dhow." The
graders are looking for
accurate, well-
supported claims.
Practice writing SAQs
under timed conditions
to build your speed and
confidence.

STRATEGIES FOR
THE DBQ AND LEQ

The free-response
section is where you
can truly demonstrate
your mastery of
history. A well-
prepared World
History AP Study
Guide will include
templates and practice
prompts for both the
DBQ and the LEQ.
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Writing a

Stellar
Documen
t-Based
Question

(DBQ)

The DBQ is often the
most intimidating part
of the exam, but it is
highly predictable. You
will receive seven
documents and a
prompt. Your job is to
write an essay that
uses the documents as
evidence to support a
clear thesis.

e Analyze the
Documents:
Use the 15-
minute reading
period to read
the documents
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and take notes.
Do not simply
summarize each
document.
Instead, think
about how each
one relates to
the prompt. Note
the author, point
of view, and
purpose.

Group the
Documents:
The best essays
group documents
into categories
based on their
arguments or
themes. For
example, if the
prompt is about
the causes of
imperialism, you
might group
documents into
economic,
political, and
cultural
motivations.
Include Outside
Evidence: Using
documents alone



is not enough.
You must bring in
at least one
piece of specific
historical
evidence not
found in the
documents. This
demonstrates
your broader
knowledge of the
topic.

Address
Complexity: To
earn the highest
score, your essay
must address
complexity or
nuance. This
could mean
explaining a
contradiction
between two
documents,
discussing
change over
time, or
considering a
different
perspective.
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Excelling
at the
Long
Essay
Question

(LEQ)

The LEQ gives you a
choice of three
prompts, each focusing
on a different time
period. You will write
an essay that develops
a historically defensible
thesis and supports it
with specific evidence.
The key difference
from the DBQ is that
you are entirely reliant
on your own
knowledge. The best
way to prepare for the
LEQ is to practice
outlining
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