
Drake Ft Trey Songz Successful 1

Drake Ft Trey Songz
Successful

Drake Ft
Trey Songz
Successful

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com

by Lawrence & Noelle

THE DEFINING
ANTHEM:
REVISITING DRAKE
FT TREY SONGZ
SUCCESSFUL

In the landscape of late
2000s  hip-hop  and
R & B ,  f e w
collaborations  felt  as
organic,  aspirational,
a n d  c u l t u r a l l y
significant  as  Drake
featuring  Trey  Songz
o n  t h e  t r a c k
Successful.  Released
in  2009  as  par t  o f
Drake's  breakthrough
mixtape So Far  Gone,
the  song  served  as  a
mission  statement  for
a n  a r t i s t  o n  t h e

p r e c i p i c e  o f
superstardom.  More
than  just  a  catchy
record, "Drake Ft Trey
Songz  Successful"
encapsulated a specific
m o m e n t  i n  m u s i c
history—a  transition
f r o m  m i x t a p e
d o m i n a n c e  t o
m a i n s t r e a m
commercial  appeal.
This  article  explores
the song's background,
its  lyrical  depth,  the
chemistry between the
two  artists,  and  its
enduring legacy in the
h i p - h o p  a n d  R & B
canon.

THE GENESIS:
HOW
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"SUCCESSFUL"
CAME TO BE

To  understand  the
impact  of  Drake  Ft
T r e y  S o n g z
Successful,  one must
first  understand  the
environment  of  2009.
Drake was transitioning
from  his  role  as  an
actor on Degrassi: The
Next  Generation  to  a
serious  contender  in
the rap game. He had
already generated buzz
with  earlier  mixtapes
l i k e  R o o m  f o r
Improvement  and
Comeback Season, but
So  Far  Gone  was  the
project  that  changed
e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e
c r e a t i o n  o f
"Successful"  was  a
pivotal moment in this
transformation.

The

Producers
Behind
the Magic
T h e  t r a c k  w a s
produced  by  Boi-1da,
w h o  w a s  q u i c k l y
becoming  Drake's  go-
t o  p r o d u c e r  f o r
creating  beat-driven,
emotionally  resonant
r e c o r d s .  T h e
production  features  a
s m o o t h ,  m e l o d i c
sample of "I Can't Help
It" by Michael Jackson,
which immediately sets
a tone of grandeur and
reflection.  The
i n s t r u m e n t a l  i s
u n d e r s t a t e d  y e t
powerful,  giving  both
Drake and Trey Songz
ample space to deliver
their respective verses
and hooks. The choice
of  sample  was  not
accidental ;  i t  t ied
Drake  to  a  legacy  of
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musical  greatness
while  he  was  actively
trying to carve out his
own path.

The Role
of "So Far
Gone"
"Successful"  was  not
just a single; it was the
thematic anchor of the
So Far  Gone  mixtape.
The project itself was a
meditation  on  fame,
relationships,  and  the
cos t  o f  amb i t i on .
Within that framework,
Drake Ft Trey Songz
Successful  served  as
t h e  c l e a r e s t
art iculat ion  of  the
tape's central thesis. It
was  a  moment  where
Drake  looked  back  at
h i s  s t r u g g l e s ,
acknowledged  h is
present  victories,  and
looked  forward  to  an

even  brighter  future.
The  song's  placement
on  the  mixtape  was
strategic,  acting  as  a
bridge  between  the
introspective  tracks
a n d  t h e  m o r e
confident,
b r a g g a d o c i o u s
numbers.

DEEP DIVE:
LYRICAL THEMES
AND
STORYTELLING

W h a t  s e p a r a t e s
"Successful"  f rom
standard  rap  anthems
i s  i t s  l y r i c a l
vulnerability. In an era
where  success  was
often  portrayed  as
purely material,  Drake
offered  a  more
nuanced  perspective.
The song opens with a
spoken-word intro that
sets  a  reflective  mood,
followed  by  Drake's
first  verse,  which
details  the  personal
costs  of  h is  r is ing
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fame.

Drake's
Perspecti
ve: The
Cost of
the
Dream
Drake's  verses  on
Drake Ft Trey Songz
Successful  a re  a
study in contradictions.
He raps about wanting
the  money,  the  cars,
and the respect, but he
does so with a sense of
weariness. Lines about
losing  friends,  facing
f a k e  s m i l e s ,  a n d
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e
p r e s s u r e s  o f
expectation add a layer
of depth to what could
have  been  a  simple

victory  lap.  Drake
ski l l ful ly  balances
humility with ambition,
making  the  listener
feel  both  his  hunger
and his  isolation.  This
duality  resonated with
f a n s  w h o  w e r e
watching him navigate
the treacherous waters
of the music industry.

Trey
Songz's
Contributi
on: The
Voice of
the
Hustler
Trey  Songz,  at  the
time,  was  already  an
established  R&B  star
with  hits  like  "Can't
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Help  But  Wait"  and
" L O L  : - ) " .  H i s
contribution  to  the
track is more than just
a feature; it is a crucial
counterbalance  to
Drake's  rap  verses.
Songz  delivers  the
hook with a passionate,
soul fu l  croon  that
elevates the song from
a  rap  track  to  a  full-
fledged  R&B-infused
anthem. His delivery of
the  line  "I  want  the
money,  the  cars,  the
clothes,  the  hos"  is
iconic,  but  he sings it
with  a  sincerity  that
suggests these desires
are  not  just  superficial
wants  but  legitimate
g o a l s  b o r n  f r o m
h a r d s h i p .  T h e
chemistry between the
t w o  a r t i s t s  i s
undeniable;  they  play
off  each  other's
energy,  creating  a
dynamic  that  feels
both  competitive  and
collaborative.

The
Spoken
Word
Intro and
Interlude
A  notable  feature  of
the song is the spoken
word section. This was
a  signature  move  for
Drake  at  the  t ime,
allowing  him to  break
the  fourth  wall  and
speak  directly  to  the
listener. The intro sets
the stage for the entire
track,  describing  the
moment  of  realization
that  success  is  finally
with in  reach.  This
narrative  technique
made  the  song  feel
personal,  as  if  Drake
w a s  i n v i t i n g  t h e
l i s t e n e r  i n t o  h i s
headspace.  It  is  this
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in t imacy  that  has
h e l p e d  t h e  s o n g
maintain  its  relevance
over a decade later.

COMMERCIAL
PERFORMANCE
AND CHART
SUCCESS

While  Drake Ft  Trey
Songz  Successful
was  initially  released
as a mixtape track, its
popularity forced it into
the  mainstream.  The
song was later included
on the So Far Gone EP,
which  was  released
c o m m e r c i a l l y .  I t
c h a r t e d  o n  t h e
Bi l lboard  Hot  100,
peaking at number 62,
and  found  significant
s u c c e s s  o n  t h e
R&B/Hip-Hop  charts,
whe re  i t  r eached
number  17.  These
numbers, while modest
by  today's  streaming
standards,  were  a
t e s t a m e n t  t o  t h e
song's organic growth.

It was not driven by a
major  label  marketing
push  but  by  word-of-
mouth, blog coverage,
and  radio  play  that
came  from  genuine
demand.

The Music
Video: A
Visual
Statemen
t
The official music video
for  Drake  Ft  Trey
Songz  Successful
further  amplified  the
s o n g ' s  m e s s a g e .
D i r e c t e d  b y  t h e
collective  Creative
Control ,  the  video
features  minimalist,
high-contrast  visuals.
Drake and Trey Songz
are  shown  in  various
settings—a  dimly  lit
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room,  a  classic  car,
and  aga inst  s tark
urban  backdrops.  The
simplicity of the video
allowed the lyrics  and
the  performances  to
take  center  stage.  It
avoided  the  flashy,
over-the-top aesthetics
that  were  common  in
hip-hop  videos  at  the
time, instead opting for
a more cinematic  and
moody  atmosphere
that  matched  the
song's  introspective
tone.

CRITICAL
RECEPTION AND
CULTURAL IMPACT

Upon  i t s  re lease ,
"Successful"  was  met
with widespread critical
acclaim. Critics praised
the song for its honest
portrayal  of  ambition
and its seamless blend
of rap and R&B. Many
noted that it was a sign
of things to come from
Drake, who was clearly

an artist with a unique
vo i ce  and  a  c l ea r
vision.  Over  time,  the
song has been included
in numerous "best  of"
l i s t s ,  a n d  i t  i s
frequently  cited  as  a
k e y  t r a c k  i n  t h e
evolution  of  emo-rap
and  melodic  hip-hop.

Influence
on
Subseque
nt Artists
The influence of Drake
F t  T r e y  S o n g z
Successful  can  be
heard  in  the  work  of
countless  artists  who
followed. The template
of  blending vulnerable
rap  ve rses  w i th  a
soar ing  R&B  hook
became  a  standard
formula for hits in the
2010s.  Art ists  l ike
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Bryson  Tiller,  6LACK,
and even Post Malone
have  cited  Drake's
early  work,  including
this  track,  as  a  major
inspiration.  The  song
proved  that  hip-hop
c o u l d  b e  b o t h
commercially  viable
a n d  e m o t i o n a l l y
complex,  paving  the
way for a new wave of
introspective rap.

A
Defining
Moment
for Trey
Songz
For  Trey  Songz,  this
col laborat ion  was
equally  significant.  It
introduced  him  to  a
b r o a d e r  h i p - h o p
audience  and  solidified
his status as a versatile

vocalist  capable  of
crossing  genres.  The
success  of  the  track
helped  him  secure
more  high-profile
collaborations  and
a l l o w e d  h i m  t o
experiment  with  a
harder,  more  urban
s o u n d  o n  h i s
subsequent  albums.
T h e  p a r t n e r s h i p
between  Drake  and
Trey  Songz  on  this
track is often cited as
o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t
R&B/rap  collaborations
of the era.

THEMATIC
ANALYSIS:
SUCCESS BEYOND
MATERIALISM

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
compelling  aspects  of
the song is its nuanced
take on success. While
the hook explicitly lists
material  desires,  the
verses  complicate  this
narrative.  Drake  raps
about the loneliness of
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fame  and  the  difficulty
of trusting people. Trey
Songz sings about the
g r i n d  a n d  t h e
determination required
to achieve one's goals.
Together, they create a
full  picture  of  what
success  really  means:
it  is  not  just  about
acquiring  things,  but
about the journey, the
sacrifices,  and  the
personal  growth  that
comes  along  the  way.

The "Hos"
Controver
sy and
Misinterp
retation
It  is  worth  addressing
the  line  "I  want  the
money,  the  cars,  the
clothes, the hos." In a
modern  context,  this

lyric  can  be  seen  as
problematic.  However,
a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  i t s
release, it was part of a
larger  conversation
about ambition and the
t ropes  o f  h ip -hop
culture.  Many  critics
have  a rgued  tha t
Drake's  inclusion  of
this  line  was  ironic,  a
commentary  on  the
very  materialism  he
w a s  c r i t i q u i n g .
R e g a r d l e s s  o f
interpretation,  the line
became  one  of  the
most  memorable  and
quoted  parts  of  the
song, sparking debates
about misogyny in rap
that  continue  to  this
day. This complexity is
part of what makes the
song a rich subject for
analysis.

LEGACY AND
LONGEVITY: WHY
IT STILL MATTERS

Over a decade after its
release,  Drake  Ft
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T r e y  S o n g z
Successful  remains a
staple  in  both  artists'
discographies.  It  is  a
t ime  capsu le  o f  a
specific  era  in  music,
but  i ts  themes  are
timeless.  The  song
c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e
streamed  millions  of
times per year, and it
frequently  appears  on
nostalgic  playlists  and
t h r o w b a c k  r a d i o
segments. Its longevity
can be attributed to its
a u t h e n t i c i t y .  I t
captures  a  genuine
moment in the lives of
two  artists  who  were
hungry,  talented,  and
o n  t h e  v e r g e  o f
greatness.

The Song
in Drake's

Catalog
For Drake, "Successful"
is often considered one
of the essential tracks
from his early career. It
represents  the  end  of
his  mixtape  era  and
the  beginning  of  his
r e i g n  a s  a  g l o b a l
superstar.  Fans  who
have  followed  Drake
from  the  beginning
hold this song in high
regard,  as  it  reminds
them of  a  time  when
h e  w a s  s t i l l  a n
u n d e r d o g .  I t  i s  a
testament to his ability
t o  c o n n e c t  w i t h
listeners on a personal
level,  a  skill  that  has
defined  his  entire
career.

The Song
in Trey
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Songz's
Catalog
For  Trey  Songz,  this
track  remains  one  of
his  most  recognizable
f e a t u r e s .  I t  i s  a
highlight  of  his  live
performances  and  a
fan  f avo r i t e .  The
collaboration  helped
him cross over into the
p o p  a n d  h i p - h o p
mainstream  in  a  way
that  his  previous  solo
w o r k  h a d  n o t .  I t
remains  a  benchmark
for his ability to elevate
a track with his  vocal
prowess and emotional
delivery.

CONCLUSION: THE
ENDURING POWER
OF "SUCCESSFUL"

Drake Ft Trey Songz
Successful  is  more
than just a song; it is a
cultural  artifact  that

captures  a  pivotal
m o m e n t  i n  m u s i c
history. It  stands as a
testament to the power
of  collaboration,  the
i m p o r t a n c e  o f
vulnerability in hip-hop,
and  the  un iversa l
d e s i r e  f o r
achievement.  From its
iconic  Michael  Jackson
s a m p l e  t o  i t s
introspective lyrics and
p o w e r f u l  v o c a l
performances,  every
element  of  the  track
comes  together  to
create  a  t ime less
anthem.  For  fans  of
Drake,  Trey  Songz,  or
simply  great  music,
"Successful" remains a
definitive  track  that
continues  to  inspire
and  resonate.  It  is  a
reminder  that  true
success  is  not  just
about reaching the top,
b u t  a b o u t
remember ing  the
journey it  took  to  get
there.


