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WHAT DOGS HAVE
WEBBED FEET: A
COMPLETE GUIDE
TO BREEDS WITH
AQUATIC
ADAPTATIONS

When  you  picture  a
dog with webbed feet,
you  might  think  of
ducks or  otters  rather
than  your  beloved
canine  companion.
However,  many  dog
breeds  possess  this
fascinating trait, and it
serves  a  very  specific
purpose.  Webbed  feet
are not just a random
anatomical  quirk;  they
are  a  spec ia l i zed
adaptation  that  helps

certain breeds excel in
swimming,  retrieving,
and navigating wet or
m a r s h y  t e r r a i n .
Whether  you  are  an
avid  swimmer  looking
for  a  water- loving
companion  or  simply
curious  about  canine
biology,  understanding
what  dogs  have
webbed feet can help
you  appreciate  the
incredible  diversity
within  the  dog  world.
Webbed  feet  in  dogs
occur  when  the  skin
between  the  toes
extends  further  down
the digit than in typical
breeds. This creates a
larger  surface  area,
much  like  a  paddle,
which allows the dog to
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push more water  with
each  stroke.  While
many  people  assume
that only a handful  of
obscure  breeds  have
this  feature,  the  truth
is that a wide range of
popular and well-loved
d o g s  s h a r e  t h i s
characteristic.  In  this
article, we will explore
wh ich  b reeds  a re
known for webbed feet,
why  they  developed
this  trait,  and  what  it
means  for  their  care
and lifestyle.

THE PURPOSE OF
WEBBED FEET IN
DOGS

Before  div ing  into
specific  breeds,  it  is
helpful  to  understand
the  evolutionary  and
functional  reasons
behind  webbed  feet.
D o g s  t h a t  w e r e
historically  bred  for
water-related  tasks,
such  as  retr ieving
waterfowl,  pul l ing

fishing  nets,  or  even
rescuing  swimmers,
o f t e n  d e v e l o p e d
w e b b e d  f e e t  a s  a
natural advantage. The
extra skin between the
toes acts  like  a  flipper,
prov id ing  greater
p r o p u l s i o n  a n d
maneuverability in the
water.  Additionally,
webbed feet can help a
dog  walk  on  soft  or
muddy ground without
s i n k i n g ,  a s  t h e
increased surface area
distr ibutes  weight
more  evenly.
It  is also worth noting
that  the  degree  of
w e b b i n g  v a r i e s
between  breeds  and
even among individual
dogs. Some dogs have
fu l l  webb ing  tha t
extends  nearly  to  the
tip  of  the  toes,  while
others  have  partial
webbing  that  is  less
pronounced.  In  many
cases,  webbing is  just
one of several physical
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traits,  along  with  a
water-repellent  coat
and a strong tail,  that
m a k e  a  b r e e d
particularly  suited  to
aquatic  environments.

BREEDS KNOWN
FOR WEBBED FEET

Now  that  we  have
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e
purpose  of  webbed
feet, let us explore the
specific breeds that are
m o s t  c o m m o n l y
associated  with  this
trait. The following list
covers  a  range  o f
breeds, from the most
f a m o u s  w a t e r
retrievers  to  some
surprising additions.

Newfoun
dland
The  Newfoundland  is
perhaps  one  of  the
most  iconic  breeds
w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o

webbed  feet.  These
gentle  giants  were
or ig ina l ly  bred  in
N e w f o u n d l a n d ,
Canada ,  to  ass i s t
fishermen  in  the  icy
North  Atlantic  waters.
Their  large,  webbed
paws act like powerful
oars, allowing them to
swim  long  distances
and  even  per form
water rescues. In fact,
Newfoundlands have a
w e l l - d o c u m e n t e d
h i s to ry  o f  sav ing
s w i m m e r s  f r o m
drowning,  and  their
webbed feet are a key
part  of  their  aquatic
toolkit.  In  addition  to
t h e i r  p a w s ,
Newfoundlands have a
thick,  water-resistant
double  coat  and  a
strong  tail  that  they
use as a rudder.

Labrador
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Retriever
I t  may  come  as  no
su rp r i se  tha t  the
Labrador  Retriever,
o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
popular dog breeds in
the  world,  also  has
w e b b e d  f e e t .
L a b r a d o r s  w e r e
or ig ina l ly  bred  to
retrieve  fishing  nets
and  waterfowl  in  the
c o l d  w a t e r s  o f
Newfoundland  (the
same  region  as  the
Newfoundland  breed).
Their  webbed  feet,
combined  wi th  an
otter-like  tail  and  a
dense,  water-repellent
c o a t ,  m a k e  t h e m
exceptional  swimmers.
Whether  they  a re
fetching  a  tennis  ball
from a pond or working
a s  a  h u n t i n g
companion,  Labradors
rely  on  their  webbed
p a w s  t o  m o v e
efficiently  through  the

water.  The  webbing
a l s o  h e l p s  t h e m
navigate  muddy  or
slippery  terrain  with
confidence.

Portugue
se Water
Dog
As  the  name  implies,
the  Portuguese  Water
Dog  was  bred  for  life
on  the  water.  These
dogs  were  used  by
Portuguese  fishermen
to  herd  fish  into  nets,
retrieve  lost  tackle,
and  carry  messages
between  boats.  Their
webbed  feet  are  a
crucial  adaptation  for
these  tasks,  allowing
them to swim tirelessly
i n  bo th  f r esh  and
saltwater.  Portuguese
Water  Dogs  are  also
known  for  their  curly,
hypoallergenic  coats,
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which  do  not  shed
much  but  requ i re
regular  grooming.  If
you  are  looking  for  a
breed  that  combines
i n t e l l i g e n c e ,
a t h l e t i c i s m ,  a n d
webbed  f ee t ,  t he
Portuguese Water Dog
is an excellent choice.

Chesapea
ke Bay
Retriever
The  Chesapeake  Bay
Retriever,  often  called
t h e  C h e s s i e ,  i s  a
powerful  and  sturdy
breed  developed  to
retrieve  waterfowl  in
the harsh conditions of
the  Chesapeake  Bay.
Their webbed feet are
sl ightly  larger  and
more pronounced than
those  of  many  other
retrievers, giving them
extra  propulsion  in

rough,  cold  water.  In
addition  to  webbed
feet,  Chessies  have  a
thick,  oily,  and  wavy
coat that repels water
a n d  p r o v i d e s
insulation.  They  are
k n o w n  f o r  t h e i r
e n d u r a n c e  a n d
determination,  making
them a favorite among
serious  hunters  and
outdoor  enthusiasts.

Otterhou
nd
The  Otterhound  is  a
rare and ancient breed
that was originally bred
to  hunt  otters  in  the
rivers of England. With
a  rough,  shaggy  coat
and  large,  webbed
feet, the Otterhound is
bu i l t  f o r  hou rs  o f
swimming and tracking
in  the  wa te r .  The
webbing between their
t o e s  h e l p s  t h e m
maintain  traction  on
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slippery  riverbeds  and
provides  powerful
strokes when pursuing
p r e y .  T o d a y ,
Otterhounds  are  more
commonly  kept  as
family  pets,  but  their
aqua t i c  he r i t age
remains  evident  in
their love for swimming
and  playing  in  water.
Their webbed feet also
contribute  to  their
distinctive,  lumbering
gait  on  land.

Nova
Scotia
Duck
Tolling
Retriever
The Nova Scotia Duck
Tolling Retriever, often
called  the  Toller,  is  a
smaller retriever breed
that  or ig inated  in

Canada.  Tollers  were
b r e d  t o  l u r e  a n d
retrieve waterfowl, and
their webbed feet play
a  v i ta l  ro le  in  th is
process.  The  webbing
allows  them  to  swim
quickly  and  efficiently,
o f t e n  o v e r  l o n g
distances.  Tollers  are
also  known  for  their
high energy levels and
intelligence,  making
t h e m  e x c e l l e n t
companions  for  active
famil ies  who  enjoy
hiking,  swimming, and
o t h e r  o u t d o o r
activit ies.

Field
Spaniel
The Field  Spaniel  is  a
lesser-known  breed
that deserves a spot on
this  l ist.  Originally
developed as a hunting
dog  for  upland  game
and  waterfowl,  the
Field  Spaniel  has  a
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moderate  amount  of
webbing  between  its
t o e s .  W h i l e  t h e
webb ing  i s  no t  as
pronounced as in some
of  the  larger  retriever
breeds, it still provides
a distinct advantage in
water.  Field  Spaniels
are  known  for  their
endurance,  versatility,
a n d  g e n t l e
temperament.  They
are a great option for
anyone  seek ing  a
medium-sized dog with
a love for water.

German
Shorthair
ed
Pointer
T h e  G e r m a n
Shorthaired Pointer, or
G S P ,  i s  a  h i g h l y
versatile hunting breed
that  excels  in  both

upland  and  waterfowl
hunting.  While  the
webbing in GSPs is not
always as extensive as
in  dedicated  water
re t r i eve r s ,  many
i n d i v i d u a l s  h a v e
noticeable  webbing
between  their  toes.
This  trait,  combined
with their athletic build
and  h igh  ene rgy ,
makes  them  strong
swimmers.  GSPs  are
also  known  for  their
i n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d
trainability,  making
them a popular choice
for active hunters and
sporting enthusiasts.

OTHER BREEDS
WITH WEBBED
FEET

While the breeds listed
above  are  the  most
well-known  for  having
webbed feet, there are
several  other  breeds
that  also  possess  this
t r a i t  t o  v a r y i n g
degrees. These include
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the  American  Water
Spaniel ,  the  Irish
Water  Spaniel,  the
B a r b e t ,  a n d  t h e
Poodle.  Poodles,  in
p a r t i c u l a r ,  a r e
interesting  because
they are often thought
of as prim and proper
show  dogs,  but  they
were originally bred for
water  retrieving.  Their
webbed feet, combined
with  a  curly,  water-
repellent  coat,  make
them  surpr is ingly
capable  swimmers.
Even some breeds that
a r e  n o t  t y p i c a l l y
associated with water,
s u c h  a s  t h e
Dachshund  and  the
Basset  Hound,  can
have  slight  webbing
between their  toes.  In
these  breeds,  the
webbing likely serves a
different  purpose,  such
as  helping  them  dig
t h r o u g h  s o i l  o r
providing  traction  on
loose terrain. However,

the webbing is usually
less  pronounced  than
in true water breeds.

HOW TO CARE FOR
WEBBED FEET

If you own a dog with
webbed feet, there are
a  f e w  s p e c i a l
considerations to keep
in  mind.  F i rst ,  the
webbing  between  the
toes can trap moisture,
dirt,  and  debris  more
easily  than  in  dogs
without  webbing.  This
means  that  regular
paw care is essential to
prevent  infections,
i r r i t a t i o n ,  a n d
discomfort.  After  a
swim or a walk in wet
conditions,  be  sure  to
thoroughly  dry  your
dog's  paws,  paying
special attention to the
spaces  between  the
toes.
Second,  dogs  with
webbed feet are often
m o r e  p r o n e  t o
developing  interdigital
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cysts  or  other  skin
issues if their paws are
not  kept  clean.  Check
y o u r  d o g ' s  p a w s
regularly for any signs
of redness, swelling, or
discharge. If you notice
anything  unusual ,
c o n s u l t  y o u r
veterinarian promptly.
Third,  regular  nai l
trimming is even more
important for dogs with
w e b b e d  f e e t .
Overgrown  nails  can
cause the toes to splay
apart,  which  can  put
strain  on the webbing
and lead to discomfort.
Keeping  your  dog's
nails at an appropriate
l e n g t h  w i l l  h e l p
maintain  the  natural
structure  of  the  paw
and  ensure  that  the
webbing  functions
properly.
Finally,  if  your  dog  is
an  av id  swimmer ,
consider  using  a  paw
balm or wax to protect
the  pads  from  rough

s u r f a c e s ,  h a r s h
chemicals,  or  extreme
temperatures.  This
s i m p l e  s t e p  c a n
prevent  cracking  and
drying,  keeping  your
dog's paws healthy and
comfortable.

DO ALL DOGS
HAVE WEBBED
FEET?

A  common  question
t h a t  a r i s e s  w h e n
discussing what dogs
have webbed feet is
w h e t h e r  a l l  d o g s
actually  have  some
degree of webbing. The
answer  is  yes,  to  a
certain  extent.  Every
dog  has  some  skin
connecting the toes, as
this is a normal part of
mammalian  anatomy.
However ,  in  most
breeds, the webbing is
minimal  and does  not
serve  a  specific
functional  purpose.
When  people  refer  to
webbed  feet  in  dogs,
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they  are  typ ica l ly
talking  about  breeds
where  the  webbing  is
n o t i c e a b l y  m o r e
extensive and plays a
c l e a r  r o l e  i n  t h e
breed's  historical  or
current  function.
It  is  also  possible  for
individual dogs within a
breed to have more or
less webbing than the
b r e e d  s t a n d a r d
suggests.  Genetics,
envi ronment ,  and
selective breeding can
all influence the degree
of webbing. If you are
curious about whether
your  own  dog  has
webbed  feet,  simply
take a close look at the
skin between the toes.
I f  i t  e x t e n d s
significantly  beyond
the  first  knuckle,  your
dog likely has webbed
feet.

WHY THE
QUESTION

MATTERS

Understanding  what
dogs  have  webbed
feet is more than just
a  trivia  question.  For
potential  dog  owners,
this  knowledge  can
help  you  choose  a
breed  that  matches
your  lifestyle.  If  you
live near a lake or river
a n d  e n j o y  w a t e r
activities  with  your
dog ,  a  b reed  w i th
webbed feet may be a
natural  fit.  Conversely,
if you live in a dry, arid
reg ion  and  rare ly
encounter  water,  the
presence or absence of
webbing  may  be  less
relevant.
Additionally,  knowing
whether your dog has
webbed feet  can  help
you  provide  better
care.  As  mentioned
ear l ier ,  dogs  wi th
webbed  f ee t  may
require  more  diligent
paw  maintenance.  By



What Dogs Have Webbed Feet 11

11

understanding  this
t r a i t ,  y o u  c a n  b e
proactive in preventing
hea l th  i ssues  and
ensuring that your dog
remains  comfortable
and  active.

CONCLUSION

Webbed  feet  are  a
remarkable  adaptation
t h a t  h a s  a l l o w e d
certain  dog  breeds  to
th r i ve  i n  aqua t i c
env i ronments  fo r
centuries.  From  the
massive Newfoundland
t o  t h e  e n e r g e t i c
Labrador Retriever, the
elegant  Portuguese
Water  Dog,  and  the
rare Otterhound, many
breeds have evolved to
take full  advantage of
this  specialized  trait.
While not all dogs have
pronounced  webbing,
those that do are often
exceptional  swimmers

and  retrievers,  with  a
natural  love  for  water
that is deeply ingrained
in their DNA.
If  you are  considering
adding  a  dog  wi th
webbed  feet  to  your
family, be prepared for
a pet that may have a
strong instinct to swim,
retrieve,  and  explore
wet  environments.
With  proper  care  and
a t t e n t i o n  t o  p a w
health, these dogs can
be  wonderful,  active
c o m p a n i o n s .
U l t i m a t e l y ,  t h e
question of what dogs
have  webbed  feet
opens  a  window  into
the fascinating world of
canine adaptation and
t h e  d e e p  b o n d
between  humans  and
dogs  that  have  been
shaped by water, work,
and companionship.


