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UNDERSTANDING
THE NYC
SANITATION
WORKER EXAM
TIMELINE

The  New  York  Ci ty
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
Sanitat ion  (DSNY)
stands  as  one  of  the
most  essential  public
service agencies in the
city,  responsible  for
maintaining cleanliness
and  pub l i c  hea l th
across  all  five
boroughs.  For  many
New Yorkers,  securing
a  p o s i t i o n  a s  a

sani tat ion  worker
represents  a  stable,
well-paying career with
excellent  benefits  and
the  opportunity  to
serve  the  community.
Naturally,  one  of  the
m o s t  c o m m o n
questions  asked  by
prospective  applicants
is "When is the next
NYC Sanitation Exam
2021?"  and  what  the
broader  timeline looks
like for those looking to
join  the ranks of  New
York's Strongest.
The  2021  exam cycle
for the NYC Sanitation
Department has been a
t o p i c  o f  i n t e n s e
in te res t ,  l a rge l y
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because  it  followed  a
period  of  significant
disruption  caused  by
t h e  C O V I D - 1 9
p a n d e m i c .  T h e
pandemic  delayed
many  city  services,
including  civil  service
examinations, and as a
result, the schedule for
the  sanitation  exam
was  pushed  back ,
creating  a  backlog  of
eager  app l i can ts
waiting for their shot at
this  coveted  position.
To  fully  answer  the
question of  "When is
t h e  n e x t  N Y C
Sanitation  Exam
2021?",  we  need  to
look at how the exam
w a s  o r i g i n a l l y
scheduled, how it  was
affected  by  global
events,  and  what  the
long-term  implications
are  for  future  exams.

The
Historical
Context:
How the
2021
Exam
Came to
Be
Before  diving  into  the
specifics  of  the  2021
exam, it is important to
understand the typical
cycle for DSNY exams.
Historically,  the  city
opens  applications  for
the  sanitation  worker
exam every two to four
years,  depending  on
the hiring needs of the
d e p a r t m e n t .  T h e
previous  exam  before
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2021 was held in 2017,
w h i c h  c r e a t e d  a
significant gap that left
many  prospect ive
applicants  wondering
w h e n  t h e  n e x t
opportunity  would
arise. By late 2020 and
e a r l y  2 0 2 1 ,  t h e
a n t i c i p a t i o n  h a d
reached  a  peak,  with
thousands  o f  New
Yorkers  searching  for
updates  on  the  filing
period, the exam date,
and  the  requirements
for taking the test.
The answer to "When
i s  t h e  n e x t  N Y C
Sanitation  Exam
2021?"  was  finally
provided  by  the  New
York  City  Department
o f  C i t y w i d e
Administrative Services
( D C A S ) ,  w h i c h
o v e r s e e s  t h e
administration  of  civil
service  exams.  The
exam  was  announced
for  a  specific  filing
period in 2021, though

the exact dates varied
depending on whether
you  were  checking
early  in  the  year  or
l a t e r  d u r i n g  t h e
pandemic recovery. For
many,  the  exam  filing
window opened in the
late  summer  or  early
fall  of  2021,  with  the
exam  itself  scheduled
f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
months.

Key
Dates for
the 2021
NYC
Sanitatio
n Exam
To provide a clear and
comprehensive answer
to "When is the next
NYC Sanitation Exam
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2021?", it is helpful to
b r e a k  d o w n  t h e
t i m e l i n e  i n t o
manageable  phases.
T h e  e x a m
a n n o u n c e m e n t
typically comes with a
specific  application
period  during  which
c a n d i d a t e s  m u s t
submit their paperwork
and pay the necessary
fees.  For  the  2021
exam,  the  application
per iod  was  widely
reported  to  open  in
September  2021,  with
t h e  e x a m  d a t e
s c h e d u l e d  f o r
N o v e m b e r  o r
December of the same
year.  However,  it  is
important to note that
these  dates  can  shift
b a s e d  o n
administrative  needs
a n d  u n f o r e s e e n
circumstances, such as
the pandemic.
The official filing period
f o r  t h e  2 0 2 1  N Y C
Sanitation  Exam  was

a n n o u n c e d  a s
September  8,  2021,
through September 28,
2021.  This  two-week
w i n d o w  a l l o w e d
candidates  to  apply
online  through  the
DCAS  website  or  via
mail  for  those without
internet  access.  The
exam  itself  was  then
held on a date typically
announced  after  the
filing period closed. For
the  2021  cycle,  the
e x a m  w a s
administered  in  late
N o v e m b e r ,  w i t h
specific  test  dates
assigned to candidates
based  on  their  last
name  or  application
number,  a  common
p r a c t i c e  u s e d  t o
manage  the  la rge
volume of test-takers.

Why the
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2021
Exam
Was So
Sought-

After
Understanding  the
demand  for  the  2021
exam requires  looking
at  the broader  appeal
of  a  sanitation  career
i n  New  Yo rk  C i t y .
Sanitation  workers
enjoy  a  competitive
starting  salary  that
increases steadily with
tenure ,  exce l lent
health  and  retirement
benefits,  and  the
security of a union job
that  offers  protection
a n d  a d v o c a c y .
Additionally,  the  work
itself  is  physical ly
d e m a n d i n g  b u t
r e w a r d i n g ,  a s

employees  p lay  a
direct  role  in  keeping
the city clean and safe.
For many New Yorkers,
especially those laid off
during  the  pandemic,
the  sanitation  exam
represented  a  lifeline
to  stable  employment.
When  cand ida tes
searched for "When is
t h e  n e x t  N Y C
Sanitation  Exam
2021?", they were not
just looking for a date.
They were  looking  for
an  oppor tun i ty  to
change their lives. The
2021 exam became a
symbol  of  hope  and
r e s i l i e n c e  f o r
t h o u s a n d s  o f  j o b
seekers  who  saw  the
sanitation  department
as  a  path  to  financial
s e c u r i t y .  T h i s
emotional  connection
to  the  exam  drove
massive  interest,  with
many  cand ida tes
preparing  for  months,
studying  the  outdated
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e x a m  m a t e r i a l s ,
practicing  physical
fitness  tests,  and
n e t w o r k i n g  w i t h
current  sanitat ion
workers  to  gain  an
edge.

The Exam
Format
and What
Candidat
es
Prepared
For
T h e  2 0 2 1  N Y C
S a n i t a t i o n  E x a m
fo l lowed  a  format
similar  to  previous
years,  though  some
adjustments  were
made due to COVID-19
safety  protocols.  The

exam  consisted  of  a
multiple-choice  test
covering topics such as
r e a d i n g
comprehension,  map
r e a d i n g ,  a n d
situational  judgment.
These  sections  are
designed  to  assess  a
candidate's  ability  to
f o l l o w  w r i t t e n
i n s t r u c t i o n s ,
understand  spatial
relat ionships,  and
make  sound  decisions
in scenarios relevant to
sanitation  work.  In
addition to the written
test,  candidates  were
also required to pass a
physical  fitness  test  at
a  later  date,  which
includes  tasks  l ike
lifting  heavy  objects,
walking  on  uneven
terrain, and performing
agility drills.
For  those  who  asked
"When  is  the  next
NYC Sanitation Exam
2 0 2 1 ? " ,  t h e
preparation  process
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was  intense.  Many
candidates  enrolled  in
prep  courses  offered
by online platforms or
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y
organizations,  while
others  formed  study
groups  to  practice
t o g e t h e r .  T h e
competition was fierce,
a s  t h o u s a n d s  o f
applicants  vied  for  a
l imited  number  of
positions.  In  the  2021
c y c l e ,  t h e  c i t y
announced  that  i t
would be hiring several
hundred new sanitation
w o r k e r s ,  b u t  t h e
number  of  applicants
was expected to be in
the tens of thousands.
Th is  rat io  made  i t
crucial  for  candidates
to  score  as  high  as
possible on the exam,
as higher scores led to
earlier  consideration
for  hiring.

How the
Pandemic
Changed
the Exam
Experienc
e
T h e  C O V I D - 1 9
pandemic  reshaped
nearly every aspect of
public  l ife,  and  the
sanitation  exam  was
no  exception.  One  of
the  most  significant
changes was the shift
to  a  hybrid  testing
format  for  the  2021
exam.  While  previous
exams  were  held  in
large  testing  centers
w i t h  h u n d r e d s  o f
candidates packed into
a  s ingle  room,  the
2021 exam introduced
smaller  test  sessions,
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mandatory  mask-
w e a r i n g ,  s o c i a l
distancing  protocols,
a n d  e n h a n c e d
sanitation  procedures.
Some  components  of
the  exam  were  even
moved online, allowing
candidates to complete
certain  portions  from
home.  These  changes
aimed  to  reduce  the
r i s k  o f  v i r u s
transmission while still
enabling  the  city  to
administer  the  test
efficiently.
When  cand ida tes
searched for "When is
t h e  n e x t  N Y C
Sanitation  Exam
2021?" ,  they  were
often unaware of these
logistical changes until
closer  to  the  exam
date.  The  city  used
email  notifications  and
updates  on  the  DCAS
w e b s i t e  t o
communicate  the  new
protocols,  but  many
candidates  had  to

adapt  quickly  to  the
evolving  situation.  For
example,  the  physical
fitness  test,  which  is
normal ly  held  at  a
centralized  location,
was split  into multiple
sma l l e r  sess i ons
spread  across  different
dates and boroughs to
minimize  crowding.
This  decentralized
approach  made  i t
easier for candidates to
a t t e n d  b u t  a l s o
required  them  to  be
flexible  with  their
schedules.

Eligibility
Requirem
ents for
the 2021
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Exam
Another  important
aspect  of  answering
"When  is  the  next
NYC Sanitation Exam
2021?"  i n v o l v e s
understanding  who
was  eligible  to  apply.
The  requirements  for
the  2021  exam  were
similar  to  previous
cycles.  Candidates
needed to be at  least
17 and a half years old
a t  t h e  t i m e  o f
application  and  21
years old at the time of
appointment.  They
needed a valid driver's
l i c e n s e  a n d ,
importantly,  a  clean
driving  record  free
from  major  violations.
A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
c a n d i d a t e s  w e r e
required  to  be  New
York  City  residents  at
t h e  t i m e  o f
appointment,  though
they did not need to be

r e s i d e n t s  w h e n
a p p l y i n g .  T h e s e
eligibility  criteria  were
strictly  enforced,  and
any  misrepresentation
c o u l d  l e a d  t o
disqualification.
For  many  prospective
a p p l i c a n t s ,  t h e
eligibility requirements
w e r e  a  s o u r c e  o f
stress,  especially  the
d r i v i n g  r e c o r d
component.  A  single
DUI or multiple moving
v i o l a t i o n s  c o u l d
disqualify  a  candidate
from  consideration,
even  if  they  scored
high  on  the  written
exam.  This  placed  an
a d d e d  b u r d e n  o n
candidates  to  review
their  driving  histories
c a r e f u l l y  b e f o r e
applying. The city also
required candidates to
undergo a background
check  and  a  medical
examination  before
final  appointment,
further  underscoring
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the competitive nature
of the process.

What
Happene
d After
the 2021
Exam
Once  the  2021  exam
was  completed,  the
next  phase  o f  the
hiring  process  began.
The city used a score-
based  ranking  system
to  c reate  a  l i s t  o f
eligible  candidates,
with  those  scoring
highest on the written
exam receiving priority
consideration.  This  list
was  published  on  the
DCAS  website,  and
candidates who scored
above  the  cutoff  were
called  for  subsequent
steps,  including  the

physical  fitness  test,
the background check,
and the medical exam.
For  those  who  asked
"When  is  the  next
NYC Sanitation Exam
2021?"  a n d  t h e n
successfully completed
the exam, the waiting
game began.  The city
typically  takes  several
months to process the
results  and  begin  the
hir ing  cal ls,  which
often  occur  in  waves
over the course of one
to two years.
It  is worth noting that
the 2021 exam list will
remain  ac t ive  fo r
several years, meaning
that  candidates  who
scored  well  could  be
c a l l e d  f o r
appointments even two
or three years after the
e x a m  d a t e .  T h i s
extended  val id i ty
period  is  standard  for
civil service exams and
allows  the  city  to  fill
pos i t i ons  as  they
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become  ava i lab le
without  needing  to
administer a new exam
e v e r y  y e a r .  F o r
candidates who did not
score as high as they
hoped, the 2021 exam
list  sti l l  provides  a
chance  to  be  hired  if
the city needs to reach
deeper into the list due
to high turnover rates
or  increased  hiring
needs.

The
Future of
NYC
Sanitatio
n Exams
Beyond

2021
Now  that  the  2021
exam  is  behind  us,
m a n y  p e o p l e  a r e
asking about the next
c y c l e .  W h i l e  t h e
question "When is the
next NYC Sanitation
Exam  2021?"  is  no
longer relevant for that
specific  year,  it  serves
as a starting point for
understanding  the
ongoing  schedule.
Historical ly,  DSNY
exams are  held  every
two  to  four  years ,
which  means  that  a
new  exam  could  be
announced as early as
2023  or  as  la te  as
2025,  depending  on
hiring  needs  and  city
budgets .  The  c i ty
typically  publishes  a
schedule  of  upcoming
civil  service exams on
the DCAS website, and
interested  candidates
are encouraged to sign
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up for  email  alerts  to
receive  notifications
when  the  application
period  opens.
For  those who missed
the  2021  exam,  the
message  i s  c lear :
prepare  early.  The
c o m p e t i t i o n  f o r
sanitation jobs in New
York  City  is  intense,
and  having  a  wel l -
thought-out study plan
is essential for success.
Online resources, prep
books,  and  practice
t e s t s  a r e  w i d e l y
available,  and  many
candidates  find  it
helpful to connect with
current  sanitat ion
workers through online
forums or social media
groups.  Additionally,
maintaining  a  clean
driving  record  and
staying  physically  fit
are crucial components
of  the  preparation
process ,  as  these
factors  are  just  as
i m p o r t a n t  a s  t h e

written exam score.

Final
Thoughts
on the
2021
Sanitatio
n Exam
T h e  2 0 2 1  N Y C
S a n i t a t i o n  E x a m
represented  a  pivotal
moment for thousands
of New Yorkers seeking
stable,  meaningful
employment .  The
answer  to  "When  is
t h e  n e x t  N Y C
Sanitation  Exam
2021?"  p rov ided
clarity  for  those  who
were  eagerly  waiting
for  the i r  shot  at  a
c a r e e r  w i t h  t h e
D e p a r t m e n t  o f
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Sanitation. Despite the
challenges  posed  by
the pandemic, the city
s u c c e s s f u l l y
administered the exam
and  moved  forward
w i t h  h i r i n g ,
d e m o n s t r a t i n g
r e s i l i e n c e  a n d  a
c o m m i t m e n t  t o
maintaining  essential
public  services.
For  those  considering
applying  for  future
sanitation  exams,  the
lessons from the 2021
cycle  are  valuable.

Preparation,  patience,
and  persistence  are
key. The exam process
can  be  lengthy  and
demanding,  but  the
reward of a career with
New  York's  Strongest
makes it worthwhile for
many. Whether you are
a first-time applicant or
a  veteran  of  previous
c y c l e s ,  s t a y i n g
informed  about  exam
announcements  and
preparing  thoroughly
will  give you the best
chance of success.


