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INTRODUCTION: THE JOYFUL CHAOS OF JUNIE B.
JONES

For millions of young readers, the world of children's literature is
marked by a  memorable  first  chapter  book experience,  and few
characters  have  left  as  indelible  a  mark  as  the  spirited  and
hilarious Junie B. Jones.  Created by the late, beloved author
Barbara Park, Junie B. is a kindergartner (and later, a first grader)
who navigates the triumphs and tribulations of early childhood
with  a  unique  blend  of  honesty,  confusion,  and  unbridled
enthusiasm. If you are looking to introduce a young reader to this
classic  series,  or  perhaps  revisit  the  books  yourself,
understanding the correct Junie B Joness in order is essential
for a seamless and rewarding reading journey. Reading the books
in  sequence  allows  readers  to  follow  the  character's  growth,
appreciate recurring jokes, and understand the subtle references
to past adventures. This guide will provide you with a complete
roadmap  to  the  world  of  Junie  B.,  from  her  first  day  of
kindergarten to her  adventures as a "first  grader,"  ensuring you
never miss a single laugh.

The series is celebrated for its authentic voice, capturing the way
a  five-  or  six-year-old  thinks  and  speaks.  Junie  B.’s  grammatical
errors,  her  unique  logic,  and  her  dramatic  flair  make  her
incredibly  relatable  and  laugh-out-loud  funny.  Barbara  Park
masterfully balanced humor with genuine emotional moments,
teaching lessons about friendship, family, and resilience without
ever feeling preachy. For parents, educators, and librarians, the
Junie  B.  Jones books are  a  fantastic  tool  for  building reading
confidence. They are longer than picture books but shorter than
middle-grade  novels,  with  short  chapters  and  frequent
illustrations on nearly every page by Denise Brunkus. This format
is perfect for children who are transitioning from easy readers to
more complex chapter books. To fully appreciate the journey,
let’s explore the Junie B Joness in order, starting with the core
series that began it all.

THE CORE SERIES: JUNIE B. JONES’S KINDERGARTEN
ADVENTURES

The original and most famous segment of the series follows Junie
B.  through  her  kindergarten  year.  These  28  books  form  the
bedrock of the series and are where readers fall in love with her
character.  While she starts the year as a bit  of  a terror,  she
gradually learns about sharing, empathy, and the ups and downs
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of school life. The evolution is subtle but present, making the
Junie B Joness in order for this core group a true character arc.
Here is  the recommended reading order  for  the kindergarten
titles:

Starting with the First Day
of School
The journey begins with the book that introduced everyone to the
world of Junie B.: Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus.
In  this  debut,  Junie  B.  is  terrified of  the school  bus,  leading to  a
series  of  chaotic  events  on  her  first  day  of  kindergarten.  From
there,  the  series  immediately  establishes  its  formula  of  a
relatable  problem,  a  funny  misunderstanding,  and  a
heartwarming  resolution.
The  first  ten  books  in  the  Junie  B  Joness  in  order  for
kindergarten  are:

Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus (1992)1.
Junie B. Jones and a Little Monkey Business (1993) –2.
Junie B. gets a new baby brother, whom she initially
believes is a monkey.
Junie B. Jones and Her Big Fat Mouth (1993) – After3.
bragging about her father's job, Junie B. has to figure out
what he actually does.
Junie B. Jones and Some Sneaky Peeky Spying (1994)4.
– Junie B. becomes a spy to catch her teacher, Mrs., in a

secret act.
Junie B. Jones and the Yucky Blucky Fruitcake (1995)5.
– Carnival games and a competitive spirit lead to trouble.
Junie B. Jones and That Meanie Jim's Birthday (1996) –6.
Junie B. isn't invited to a classmate's birthday party.
Junie B. Jones Loves Handsome Warren (1996) – A new7.
boy named Warren becomes the object of Junie B.’s
affection.
Junie B. Jones Has a Monster Under Her Bed (1997) –8.
Junie B. is terrified of the monster under her bed, until she
meets a new friend.
Junie B. Jones Is Not a Crook (1997) – Junie B. finds a9.
mittens and must decide what to do with it.
Junie B. Jones Is a Party Animal (1997) – Junie B. spends10.
the night at her rich friend Lucille's house.

Continuing the
Kindergarten Year
The series continued with many more adventures that spanned
the entire school year. These books introduced more characters,
like  the  bumbling  bus  driver  Mr.  Woo,  and  deepened  the
friendships with Grace and Lucille. The holiday-themed books are
particularly beloved. Continuing the Junie B Joness in order,
the remaining kindergarten titles are:

Junie B. Jones Is a Beauty Shop Guy (1998) – Junie B.11.
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decides to become a beauty shop guy and gives herself a
new hairstyle.
Junie B. Jones Smells Something Fishy (1998) – Pet12.
Day at school leads to a smelly situation.
Junie B. Jones Is (almost) a Flower Girl (1999) – Junie B.13.
wants to be a flower girl in her aunt's wedding.
Junie B. Jones and the Mushy Gushy Valentime (1999)14.
– A Valentine's Day story about friendship and a secret
admirer.
Junie B. Jones Has a Peep in Her Pocket (2000) – A15.
field trip to a farm yields a surprise "peep."
Junie B. Jones Is Captain Field Day (2001) – Junie B. is16.
the captain of her team for Field Day, but she isn't very
athletic.
Junie B. Jones Is a Graduation Girl (2001) – Junie B.17.
prepares for kindergarten graduation.

These  seventeen  books  form  the  core  of  the  kindergarten
experience,  but  the series didn't  stop there.  A few additional
kindergarten  titles  were  released  later,  filling  in  gaps  in  the
school  year.

Junie B., First Grader (at last!) (2001) – This book is the18.
bridge to the next phase.
Junie B. Jones Is Not Your Valentine (2007) – A later-19.
published Valentine's Day story that fits in the kindergarten
timeline.
Junie B. Jones and the Stupid Smelly Bus (This was the20.
first, so we've covered it).

THE FIRST GRADER SERIES: A NEW CHAPTER

After a successful kindergarten year, Barbara Park continued the
series with Junie B.,  First Grader  books.  The transition to first
grade brought new challenges: a new teacher (Mr. Scary), new
subjects like math and spelling, and a much bigger school. While
the humor remained, the stories became slightly more complex,
dealing with issues like reading struggles, jealousy over a new
student, and the pressures of standardized tests. The Junie B
Joness in order for first grade is essential for continuity.

The First Grade Books in
Order

Junie B., First Grader (at last!) (2001) – The official start1.
of first grade, but Junie B. is stuck in the back row.
Junie B., First Grader: Boss of Lunch (2002) – Junie B.2.
becomes a lunchroom helper, a job she takes very
seriously.
Junie B., First Grader: Toothless Wonder (2002) – Junie3.
B. is worried about losing her first tooth.
Junie B., First Grader: Cheater Pants (2003) – Junie B.4.
accidentally cheats on a spelling test.
Junie B., First Grader: One-Man Band (2003) – It's5.
kickball tournament time, and Junie B. wants to be the star.
Junie B., First Grader: Dumb Bunny (2004) – An Easter6.
egg hunt at school leads to disappointment.
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Junie B., First Grader: Shipwrecked (2004) – A school7.
field trip to a maritime museum.
Junie B., First Grader: Boo... and I Mean It! (2005) – A8.
Halloween story where Junie B. tries to be brave.
Junie B., First Grader: Jingle Bells, Batman Smells!9.
(P.S. So Does May.) (2005) – A Christmas story involving
a Secret Santa gift exchange.
Junie B., First Grader: Aloha-ha-ha! (2006) – Junie B.10.
and her family go on a summer vacation to Hawaii.

The  final  book  in  the  entire  series,  published  posthumously  in
2013, is Junie B., First Grader: Turkeys We Have Loved and
Eaten (and Other Thankful Stuff). This book brings the series
to  a  natural  and  heartwarming  conclusion,  focusing  on
Thanksgiving  and  the  importance  of  family.

THE SPECIAL EDITIONS AND SUPPLEMENTS

Besides  the  main  novels,  there  are  a  few  special  books  that  fit
into  the  Junie  B  Joness  in  order  but  offer  a  different  format.
The most notable is Top-Secret Personal Beeswax: A Journal
by Junie B. (and Me!) (2003). This is an interactive journal that
allows readers to write about their own life alongside Junie B.’s

stories. It’s a wonderful companion piece that can be read at any
point after the first few books.
There are also a few activity books, such as Junie B. Jones:
Jingle Bells, Batman Smells! (A Musical), which is a script for
a school play, and Junie B. Jones: The Musical. While these
aren't novels, they are part of the franchise and offer a different
way for fans to engage with the character.
WHY READING JUNIE B. JONES IN ORDER MATTERS

While  each  book  is  a  standalone  story,  there  are  several
compelling reasons to follow the Junie B Joness in order:

Character Development: While Junie B. remains
delightfully flawed, she does grow. She learns to be a
better friend, a more responsible student, and a less selfish
sibling. Reading in order allows you to see this gradual
transformation.
Recurring Jokes and Callbacks: The series is filled with
inside jokes that build on past events. For example, the
"stupid smelly bus" is referenced throughout the series.
The character of "Meanie Jim" evolves from a tormentor to
a friend. Understanding these callbacks enriches the
reading experience.


