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DIVING INTO "THE
BOYS NEXT DOOR"
BY JENNIFER
ECHOLS

I f  you  are  a  fan  o f
young  adult  romance,
contemporary  fiction,
o r  s t o r i e s  a b o u t
summer  flings  that
mature into something
deeper, you have likely
encountered the name
Jennifer  Echols .
A m o n g  h e r  m a n y
celebrated works, The
Boys  Nex t  Door
s t a n d s  o u t  a s  a
quintessential  summer
read.  It  combines  all
the  elements  readers
crave:  sibling  rivalry,

forbidden  attraction,
and  the  emotional
turbulence  of  growing
up.  But  what  makes
t h i s  n o v e l  s o
enduringly  popular?  In
this  article,  we  will
exp lo re  the  p l o t ,
characters,  themes,
and  lasting  impact  of
The Boys Next Door
by  Jennifer  Echols,
offering  both  new
readers  and  long-time
fans a fresh look at this
beloved book.

A QUICK
SYNOPSIS: WHAT
IS "THE BOYS NEXT
DOOR" ABOUT?

Published in 2007, The
Boys Next Door  is  a
young  adult  romance
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novel set in the heat of
an  Alabama  summer.
The story follows Vicky
DeVries,  a  sixteen-
year-old girl  who lives
next  door  to  the  two
Corbett  brothers:
Adam, the responsible
and  ser ious  o lder
brother,  and Tom, the
charming  but  reckless
younger brother. Vicky
has  spent  her  entire
l i fe  navigating  the
complexities  of  her
friendship (and rivalry)
with  these  two  very
different boys.
As  Vicky  enters  her
junior  year,  she  finds
herself caught in a love
triangle  that  is  both
predictable and deeply
c o m p e l l i n g .  H e r
relationship with Adam
is fraught with tension,
as  he  tries  to  protect
her  from his  brother's
bad  influence.
Meanwhile,  Tom  is
everything  that  is
e x c i t i n g  a n d

dangerous.  The  plot
thickens  when  Vicky
and  Adam  must  work
together  on  a  boat-
building project for the
town's annual  regatta.
Under the blazing sun
and amidst the scent of
sawdust,  old  feelings
surface,  secrets  are
revealed,  and  Vicky
must decide what she
truly wants—not just in
love, but in life.
The Boys Next Door
by Jennifer Echols is
m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a
simple romance. It is a
story  about  growing
up,  learning  to  trust
your  instincts,  and
discovering  that  the
person  you  thought
you  knew  best  might
be  the  one  you  know
the least.

CHARACTER
ANALYSIS: THE
HEART OF THE
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STORY

Vicky
DeVries:
A
Relatable
Protagoni
st
V i c k y  i s  n o t  y o u r
typical perfect heroine.
She  is  impulsive,  a
little  insecure,  and
p r o n e  t o  m a k i n g
mis takes .  That  i s
precisely  what  makes
her so easy to root for.
She  has  grown  up  in
the  shadow  of  the
Corbett  brothers,  and
she struggles  to  define
h e r  o w n  i d e n t i t y
outside of their drama.
Readers  connect  with
Vicky  because  she

e m b o d i e s  t h e
c o n f u s i o n  o f
ado lescence.  She
wants  independence,
but  she  also  craves
approval.  Her  internal
conflict—feeling  torn
between the stability of
A d a m  a n d  t h e
excitement  of  Tom—is
a universal experience
f o r  m a n y  y o u n g
readers.
One of the strengths of
The Boys Next Door
is  how Vicky's  growth
feels organic. She does
not  suddenly  become
perfect.  Instead,  she
learns  through  painful
mistakes  and  honest
conversations.  By  the
end of  the novel,  she
has a clearer sense of
her  own  worth,  which
is a powerful message
for any reader.
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Adam
Corbett:
The
Responsi
ble

Protector
Adam  is  the  classic
"good  boy"  w i th  a
hidden  depth.  As  the
o lder  b ro ther ,  he
carries  the  weight  of
h i s  f a m i l y ' s
expectations.  He  is
serious,  hardworking,
and always looking out
for Vicky, sometimes to
the  point  o f  be ing
c o n t r o l l i n g .  B u t
Jennifer  Echols  does
not let Adam remain a
o n e - d i m e n s i o n a l
archetype. As the story
progresses, we see his
vulnerabilities.  He  is

afraid  of  fail ing,  of
losing his brother, and
of admitting how much
Vicky  truly  means  to
him. His quiet intensity
and slow-burn romance
with Vicky are a major
draw  for  fans  of  the
enemies-to-lovers
and friends-to-lovers
tropes.

Tom
Corbett:
The Wild
Card
Tom is the catalyst for
much  of  the  conflict  in
t h e  n o v e l .  H e  i s
c h a r m i n g ,
spontaneous,  and
reckless.  Whi le  he
initially  appears  to  be
the  obvious  romantic
choice, his character is
more  complex  than
just a "bad boy." Tom's
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behavior  often  masks
his  own  insecurities
and his struggle to live
up  to  his  brother's
shadow.  He  genuinely
cares for Vicky, but his
definition  of  love  is
different  from  Adams.
The  love  triangle  in
The Boys Next Door
by  Jennifer  Echols
works so well because
both brothers are well-
developed. The reader
can  understand  why
Vicky  is  torn,  which
makes the resolution of
the love triangle all the
more satisfying.

THEMES AND
TROPES THAT
RESONATE

One  of  the  reasons
The Boys Next Door
has  remained  popular
f o r  s o  l o n g  i s  i t s
m a s t e r f u l  u s e  o f
beloved  YA  tropes.
Here are some of  the
key themes explored in
the novel:

The Love
Triangle: This is
the central
conflict of the
book. Two
brothers, one
girl, and a history
that complicates
everything.
Echols handles
this trope with
skill, ensuring
that both
relationships feel
real and
consequential.
Forbidden
Attraction: The
relationship
between Vicky
and Adam feels
forbidden not
because of any
external rule, but
because of the
emotional weight
of their history.
Their chemistry
is palpable, but
their fear of
ruining their
friendship keeps
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them apart.
Summer
Romance: The
Alabama summer
setting is almost
a character in
itself. The heat,
the lake, the
boat-building,
and the regatta
all contribute to
a sense of
urgency and
heightened
emotion.
Summer
romances are a
staple of YA, and
this book delivers
the perfect blend
of sunshine,
water, and young
love.
Coming of Age:
Beyond the
romance, this is
a story about
Vicky growing
up. She learns to
stand on her own
two feet, to make
difficult choices,

and to
understand that
love is not
always enough.
The boat-building
project serves as
a metaphor for
building a
future—one that
requires hard
work and
cooperation.
Sibling
Dynamics: The
rivalry between
Adam and Tom
adds a layer of
complexity to the
story. Their
relationship is
messy, full of
love and
resentment, and
it significantly
impacts Vickys
decisions.

WRITING STYLE
AND PACING

Jennifer Echols has a
knack  fo r  wr i t i ng
dialogue  that  snaps
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and  crack les .  The
banter  between  Vicky
a n d  A d a m  i s
particularly  sharp,  full
of  double  meanings
and unspoken tension.
Her prose is accessible
a n d  i m m e d i a t e ,
drawing the reader into
the story from the very
first  page.  The  pacing
of  The  Boys  Next
Door is excellent. The
summer setting allows
for  a  s lower,  more
atmospheric  build-up,
but  there  is  always  a
s e n s e  o f  f o r w a r d
momentum.  The boat-
bu i ld ing  deadl ine
creates  a  natura l
ticking  clock,  forcing
the  characters  to
confront  their  feelings
before time runs out.
Echols  also  excels  at
wr i t ing  emot ional
s c e n e s  t h a t  f e e l
earned. The kisses are
p a s s i o n a t e ,  t h e
arguments are painful,
and the quiet moments

of  understanding  are
deeply  satisfying.  The
book strikes  a  perfect
balance between sweet
and steamy, making it
suitable  for  a  wide
range of YA readers.

COMPARING "THE
BOYS NEXT DOOR"
TO OTHER WORKS
BY JENNIFER
ECHOLS

For  those  who  enjoy
The Boys Next Door
by  Jennifer  Echols,
her  other  novels  offer
simi lar  pleasures.
Books like Going Too
Far  and  Love  Story
also  feature  strong
female  protagonists,
compl i ca ted  love
interests, and Southern
settings. However, The
Boys  Nex t  Door
remains a fan favorite
because  of  its  unique
p rem i se  o f  be i ng
caught  between  two
brothers .  I t  has  a
timeless  quality  that



8

8 The Boys Next Door By Jennifer
Echols

2023-05-17

resonates with readers
who  g rew  up  w i th
siblings  or  who  have
ever felt torn between
two  very  different
kinds  of  love.
Compared to her other
books, The Boys Next
Door  is  perhaps  the
most  purely  "fun"  of
Echols's  works.  While
Going Too Far  deals
with heavier themes of
guilt  and  redemption,
this  novel  leans  into
the fantasy of a perfect
summer  romance,
even as it tackles real
emotional  issues.  It  is
the  kind  of  book  you
read  in  one  sitting,
preferably on a beach
or  by  a  pool,  with  a
cool drink in hand.

READER
RECEPTION AND
LASTING APPEAL

Since  its  publication,
The Boys Next Door
has  garnered  a  loyal

following.  It  has  been
p r a i s e d  f o r  i t s
authentic  portrayal  of
teenage emotions and
its  satisfying  romantic
payoff.  Many  readers
cite  the  chemistry
between  Vicky  and
Adam  as  one  of  the
best  in  YA  literature.
The love triangle, while
a  common  trope,  is
executed  with  such
care that it feels fresh
and  exciting  rather
than  tired.
On  p la t fo rms  l i ke
G o o d r e a d s  a n d
BookTok,  the  book
continues  to  find  new
audiences.  Readers
often  mention  that
they return to it years
later  for  the  comfort
a n d  n o s t a l g i a  i t
provides.  The  novel
h a s  a l s o  b e e n
compared to works by
contemporaries  like
Sarah  Dessen  and
Simone  Elkeles ,
placing  it  firmly  in  the
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canon of must-read YA
romance  f rom  the
2000s.

Why It
Still
Matters
Today
I n  an  e ra  o f  da rk ,
dys top ian  YA  and
c o m p l e x  f a n t a s y
romance,  The  Boys
Next  Door  offers  a
s i m p l e r ,  m o r e
g rounded  k ind  o f
escapism. It is a story
about real people with
real  problems.  It  does
not  rely  on  magic  or
epic  world-ending
stakes;  instead,  the
stakes  are  personal.
Will  Vicky  choose  the
right brother? Will  she
ruin her friendship with
A d a m ?  C a n  s h e
s a l v a g e  h e r

relationship with Tom?
These  questions  feel
important  because
they  are  about  love,
loyalty,  and  growing
up.
Moreover,  the  book
handles  sens i t ive
topics with care. Issues
of  trust,  consent,  and
e m o t i o n a l
man ipu la t ion  a re
w o v e n  i n t o  t h e
narrat ive  wi thout
becoming  preachy.
This gives the novel a
depth  that  is  often
missing from lighter YA
romances.

FINAL THOUGHTS:
A SUMMER
CLASSIC WORTH
READING

In  conclusion,  The
Boys  Next  Door  by
Jennifer  Echols  is  a
masterfully  written  YA
romance that deserves
a place on every book
lovers shelf. It captures
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the  heady,  reckless,
and beautiful feeling of
falling  in  love  for  the
first time. With its well-
drawn  characters,
c o m p e l l i n g  l o v e
triangle, and evocative
summer  sett ing,  it
offers  everything  a
romance  reader  could
want. Whether you are
discovering  Vicky,
Adam, and Tom for the
first  time  or  you  are
revisiting their story on
a  l a z y  s u m m e r
afternoon,  this  book

never  fails  to  deliver
heart ,  humor,  and
hope.
The Boys Next Door
is  more  than  just  a
book; it is a feeling. It
is  the  scent  of  lake
water, the heat of the
Alabama sun,  and the
undeniable  thrill  of  a
first  kiss.  It  reminds  us
that  sometimes,  the
person you have been
looking  for  has  been
right  next  door  al l
along.


