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MASTERING FIFTH
GRADE MATH: A
GUIDE TO MATH
EXPRESSIONS
HOMEWORK AND
REMEMBERING

Fifth  grade  marks  a
pivotal year in a child's
mathematical  journey.
Students  transition
from  basic  arithmetic
t o  m o r e  c o m p l e x
concepts  such  as
fractions,  decimals,
and early algebra. For

many  famil ies,  the
Math  Expressions
H o m e w o r k  a n d
Remembering Grade
5  program  serves  as
the  primary  bridge
between  classroom
instruction  and  at-
home  practice.  This
comprehensive  series,
developed by Dr. Karen
Fuson  and  published
by  Houghton  Mifflin
Harcourt,  is  designed
t o  b u i l d  d e e p
c o n c e p t u a l
understanding  while
reinforcing  procedural
fluency.  Whether  you
are a parent trying to
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help your child through
a  tr icky  homework
a s s i g n m e n t  o r  a
teacher  looking  for
ways  to  support  your
s t u d e n t s ,
understanding  the
structure  and  purpose
of  th is  program  is
essent ia l .  I n  th i s
article, we will explore
everything you need to
know  about  the  Math
Expressions Homework
and  Remembering
workbook for Grade 5,
including how it works,
what  topics  it  covers,
and how you can use it
to foster mathematical
success.

WHAT IS MATH
EXPRESSIONS
HOMEWORK AND
REMEMBERING?

T h e  M a t h
E x p r e s s i o n s
H o m e w o r k  a n d
Remembering Grade
5  c o n s u m a b l e
w o r k b o o k  i s  a

companion to the Math
Express ions  co re
curriculum. It is divided
i n t o  t w o  d i s t i n c t
sec t ions  fo r  each
l e s s o n :  t h e
"Homework"  portion
a n d  t h e
" R e m e m b e r i n g "
portion. The Homework
sec t i on  p rov ides
targeted  practice  on
t h e  d a y ' s  n e w l y
introduced  concepts,
w h i l e  t h e
Remembering  section
offers  spiraled  review
of  previously  learned
material.  This  dual
approach ensures that
students do not simply
memorize  procedures
for  a  test  and  then
forget  them.  Instead,
they  cont inuously
revisit  and  reinforce
foundational  skil ls
throughout  the  school
year.
The program is built on
the principle  of  "math
talk"  and  encourages
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students  to  explain
their reasoning. This is
not  a  workbook  filled
with  mindless  dri l l
pages .  Ra the r ,  i t
prompts  students  to
think  critically,  draw
m o d e l s ,  a n d
communicate  their
thought processes. For
Grade  5  specifically,
the  workbook  aligns
with  Common  Core
State  Standards  and
covers  a  full  range of
fifth-grade
mathematics topics.

KEY TOPICS
COVERED IN
GRADE 5

Before  div ing  into
strategies for using the
h o m e w o r k  a n d
remembering  pages
effectively,  it  is  helpful
to  understand  the
major  mathematical
domains  addressed  in
the  fifth-grade
curriculum.  The  Math
Expressions  program

organizes  these  into
carefully  sequenced
units.

Multiplica
tion and
Division
with
Whole
Numbers
F i f th  g raders  a re
expected  to  fluently
multiply  multi-digit
whole  numbers  using
the standard algorithm.
They also extend their
unders tand ing  o f
division  to  include  up
to  four-digit  dividends
and  two-digit  divisors.
In  the  Homework  and
Remembering  pages,
you  will  find  problems
that  ask  students  to



4

4 Math Expressions Homework And
Remembering Grade 5

2026-02-02

estimate products and
quotients,  use  area
models, and apply the
distributive  property.
These  exercises  are
not  just  about  getting
the right answer; they
a r e  a b o u t
understanding why the
algorithms work.

Fractions
and
Decimals
Fractions are arguably
the most  critical  topic
in  fifth-grade  math.
Students  learn  to  add
and  subtract  fractions
w i t h  u n l i k e
denominators, multiply
fractions  by  whole
numbers and by other
fractions,  and  divide
fractions  by  whole
numbers  and  v ice
v e r s a .  T h e
Remembering  section

frequently circles back
to  fraction  concepts
from  earlier  grades,
ensuring that students
maintain their ability to
compare fractions,  find
equivalent  fractions,
and  simplify  answers.
Decimals  also  receive
significant  attention,
including  rounding,
c o m p a r i n g ,  a n d
performing  all  four
o p e r a t i o n s  w i t h
d e c i m a l s  t o  t h e
thousandths  place.

Measure
ment and
Data
Students  in  Grade  5
c o n v e r t  a m o n g
different-sized
standard measurement
units  within  a  given
measurement  system
( f o r  e x a m p l e ,
convert ing  feet  to
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inches  or  l i ters  to
milliliters).  They  also
represent and interpret
data  on  l ine  plots,
o f t e n  i n v o l v i n g
f r a c t i o n s .  T h e
H o m e w o r k  a n d
Remembering  pages
include real-world word
problems  that  require
students  to  app ly
m e a s u r e m e n t
conversions in context.

Geometry
and
Volume
Understanding  volume
is a major focus in fifth
grade.  Students  learn
to measure volume by
counting  unit  cubes
and  by  applying  the
formulas V = l × w × h
and V = b × h. They
a lso  c lass i fy  two-
dimensional  figures
into  categories  based

on their properties. The
Remembering  section
helps  students  keep
p r i o r  g e o m e t r y
knowledge  f resh ,
including concepts like
area  and  perimeter
from  earlier  grades.

Algebraic
Thinking
Fifth  graders  begin  to
write  and  interpret
numerical  expressions.
They use parentheses,
brackets, and braces in
expressions,  and  they
evaluate  expressions
with  these  symbols.
The  program  a lso
introduces  patterns
and  re lat ionsh ips
between corresponding
terms in two numerical
patterns.  These  early
algebraic skills lay the
groundwork for middle
school mathematics.
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HOW TO USE THE
HOMEWORK AND
REMEMBERING
PAGES

EFFECTIVELY

Simply completing the
pages  is  not  enough.
To  truly  benefit  from
t h e  M a t h
E x p r e s s i o n s
H o m e w o r k  a n d
Remembering Grade
5  workbook,  students
and  parents  need  to
adopt  a  s t ra teg ic
approach.  Below  are
s e v e r a l  p r o v e n
m e t h o d s  f o r
maximizing  the  value
of this resource.

Establish
a
Consisten

t Routine
Consistency  is  key
w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o
homework. Set aside a
dedicated  time  and
quiet  space  for  math
work  each  day.  The
Homework  section
should  be  completed
shortly after the lesson
is  taught,  while  the
concepts are still fresh.
The  Remembering
section can be done at
any  time,  but  many
families  find  that
s ta r t i ng  w i th  the
Remembering  pages
serves  as  an  effective
warm-up that activates
prior knowledge before
tackling new material.

Encourag
e
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Mathema
tical

Discourse
The  Math  Expressions
program  emphasizes
communication.  When
your  child  is  working
on  a  prob lem,  ask
them  to  explain  their
thinking.  Use  prompts
such as:

"How did you
know to use
multiplication
here?"
"Can you draw a
picture to show
what is
happening in this
problem?"
"Is there another
way to solve
this?"
"Does your
answer make
sense? Why or
why not?"

This  kind  of  dialogue
reinforces  conceptual
understanding  and
h e l p s  y o u r  c h i l d
b e c o m e  a  m o r e
confident  problem
solver.

Use the
Rememb
ering
Pages for
Spaced
Repetitio
n
The  Remembering
section is designed for
spaced  repetit ion,
w h i c h  i s  a  h i g h l y
effective  learning
strategy.  Do  not  skip
these  pages  or  treat
t h e m  a s  a n
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afterthought. They are
carefully  curated  to
include problems from
previous  units  and
even  previous  grade
levels.  When  students
regularly  retrieve  old
informat ion,  they
strengthen  neural
pathways  and  reduce
t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f
forgetting. If your child
s t r u g g l e s  w i t h  a
Remembering problem,
it  is  a  valuable  signal
tha t  a  p rev ious ly
learned concept needs
review.

Embrace
Mistakes
as
Learning

Opportuni
ties
It  can  be  frustrating
when  a  child  gets  a
p r o b l e m  w r o n g ,
especially on a concept
that has already been
taught .  However ,
errors  provide  the
richest  opportunities
for growth. When your
child makes a mistake
on  a  Homework  or
Remembering  page,
work  th rough  the
problem together.  Ask
your  child  to  identify
where  their  thinking
went  off  track.  This
p r o c e s s  b u i l d s
metacognition  and
resi l ience,  both  of
which are essential for
long-term  success  in
mathematics.

COMMON
CHALLENGES AND
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HOW TO
OVERCOME THEM

N o  e d u c a t i o n a l
resource is without its
cha l lenges .  Many
parents  and  students
encounter  specific
hurdles  when  working
w i t h  t h e  M a t h
E x p r e s s i o n s
H o m e w o r k  a n d
Remembering Grade
5  m a t e r i a l s .
Recognizing  these
challenges  early  can
help you address them
proactively.

Challenge
1: The
"New
Math"
Confusion
Some parents find that
the strategies taught in

Math  Expressions  look
different  from  the
methods  they  learned
in school. For example,
students might use an
area model to multiply
two-digit  numbers
i n s t e a d  o f  t h e
traditional  algorithm.
T h i s  c a n  l e a d  t o
f rus t ra t i on  when
parents try to help.
Solution:  Remember
that multiple strategies
a r e  t a u g h t
purposefully.  The  goal
i s  fo r  s tudents  to
develop number sense
and  flexibility.  You  do
not need to become an
e x p e r t  i n  e v e r y
strategy.  Instead,  ask
your child to teach you
t h e  m e t h o d  t h e y
l e a r n e d  i n  c l a s s .
Teaching someone else
is  one  of  the  most
power fu l  ways  t o
solidify  understanding.
I f  y o u  a r e  s t i l l
uncertain, many online
videos  and  parent
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guides  are  available
that  explain  the  Math
Expressions approach.

Challenge
2: Time
Managem
ent
The  Homework  and
Remembering  pages
can  somet imes  be
lengthy,  especially
w h e n  a  l e s s o n
i n t r o d u c e s  a
particularly  dense
concept. Students may
rush through the work,
leading  to  careless
errors  and  incomplete
understanding.
Solution:  Break  the
work  into  manageable
chunks.  For  example,
c o m p l e t e  t h e
Remembering  section
in  the  afternoon  and
the Homework section

after  dinner.  If  your
child  is  consistently
spending more than 30
to 45 minutes on math
homework,  speak with
t h e  t e a c h e r .  T h e
teacher may be able to
provide  guidance  on
which  problems  are
essential  and  which
can be skipped if time
is tight.

Challenge
3: Lack of
Engagem
ent
Let  us  be  honest:  a
consumable  workbook
is not the most exciting
part  of  a  child's  day.
Some  students  view
t h e  p a g e s  a s
monotonous  busywork
and  disengage  from
the  learning  process.
Solution:  Gamify  the
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exper i ence  when
possible.  Use  a  timer
and  challenge  your
child to complete a set
of problems accurately
w i t h i n  a  c e r t a i n
timeframe. Offer small,
non-food  rewards  for
consistent  effort.
Additionally,  point  out
how the  math  on  the
page connects  to  real
life. For instance, if the
homework  involves
volume,  have  your
child  help  measure
ingredients for a recipe
or calculate the space
in a storage box.

THE ROLE OF
PARENTS AND
TEACHERS

Success with the Math
E x p r e s s i o n s
H o m e w o r k  a n d
Remembering Grade
5  p r o g r a m  i s  a
collaborative  effort.
Teachers, parents, and
students  each  have
distinct  roles  to  play.

What
Teachers
Can Do
T e a c h e r s  s h o u l d
explicitly  explain  the
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e
Remembering  section
to  both  students  and
p a r e n t s  a t  t h e
beginning of the school
year.  They  can  also
provide answer keys or
online  resources  for
parents to check work
at  home.  Regularly
reviewing  completed
h o m e w o r k  p a g e s
al lows  teachers  to
identify  patterns  of
e r ro rs  and  ad jus t
instruction accordingly.
Furthermore,  teachers
can  differentiate
a s s i g n m e n t s  b y
designating  certain
problems as "must do"
a n d  o t h e r s  a s
" o p t i o n a l "  t o
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accommodate  varying
student  needs.

What
Parents
Can Do
Parents do not need to
be  math  experts  to
support  their  fifth
g rader .  The  mos t
important  th ing  a
p a r e n t  c a n  d o  i s
maintain  a  positive
attitude  toward  math.
Avoid saying things like
"I  was  never  good  at
math  either."  Instead,
m o d e l  a  g r o w t h
mindset  by  saying
"This  is  challenging,
but  I  know  you  can
figure it out." Celebrate
effort,  not  just  correct
answers.  When  you
check homework,  look
f o r  e v i d e n c e  o f
reasoning,  such  as
drawings,  labels,  and

written  explanations.

CONNECTING
HOMEWORK TO
CLASSROOM
LEARNING

O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t
powerful  features  of
the  Math  Expressions
p r o g r a m  i s  t h e
coherence  between
h o m e w o r k  a n d
classroom  instruction.
Each  Homework  and
Remembering  page  is
d i r ec t l y  t i ed  t o  a
specific  lesson  in  the
student  activity  book.
This  means  that  the
homework  shou ld
n e v e r  f e e l
disconnected  from
what happened in class
that day.  If  your child
cannot remember how
to  do  a  homework
problem,  encourage
them to  look  back  at
the  student  activity
book or any notes they
took during the lesson.
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The  Remembering
section  is  particularly
valuable  because  it
ensures that skills  are
not taught in isolation.
A  student  might  be
working on division of
fractions in the current
u n i t  w h i l e  s t i l l
p r a c t i c i n g
multiplication of whole
numbers  from  three
months  ago .  Th i s
spiraling  effect  is
research-based  and
leads  to  better  long-
term  retention  than
traditional  unit-by-unit
instruction.

ASSESSING
PROGRESS WITH
HOMEWORK AND
REMEMBERING

How can you tell if your
c h i l d  i s  m a k i n g
adequate  progress?
The  Homework  and
Remembering  pages
themselves  provide
d a i l y  f o r m a t i v e
assessment  data.  If

your child  consistently
scores  80  percent  or
h i g h e r  o n  t h e
Homework  section,
they are likely grasping
the  new  material.  If
they score lower,  that
is  a  signal  to  review
the  lesson  concepts
before moving on. For
the  Remember ing
s e c t i o n ,  l o o k  f o r
improvement  over
time.  It  is  normal  for
students  to  struggle
with  problems  from
earlier  units  at  first,
b u t  a s  t h e  y e a r
progresses, their speed
and  accuracy  should
increase.
Many teachers also use
the  Remember ing
pages  as  a  tool  for
identifying  students
who need intervention.
If  a  student  continues
to  struggle  with  basic
multiplication  facts  in
November,  that  is  a
clear  indicator  that
targeted  support  is
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necessary. In this way,
the workbook functions
not only as a practice
tool  but  also  as  an
early  warning  system
for learning gaps.

DIGITAL
RESOURCES AND
SUPPLEMENTS

While  the  consumable
w o r k b o o k  i s  t h e
primary  resource  for
at-home  pract ice,
many  schools  also
prov ide  access  to
digital  components  of
the  Math  Expressions
program.  These  may
include  online  games,
interactive  tutorials,
a n d  v i r t u a l
manipulatives.  If  your
school  offers  digital
access,  encourage
your child to use these
resources,  especially
when they are stuck on
a  homework  problem.
Visual  models  and
s t e p - b y - s t e p
explanations can often

clarify a concept more
effectively  than  static
page  problems.
T h e r e  a r e  a l s o
numerous  free  online
resources  that  align
w i t h  t h e  M a t h
E x p r e s s i o n s
curriculum.  Websites
such as Khan Academy
offer practice exercises
and  ins t ruct iona l
videos  that  cover  the
same  topics  found  in
the Grade 5  program.
U s i n g  t h e s e
s u p p l e m e n t s  i n
m o d e r a t i o n  c a n
provide  addit ional
p r a c t i c e  w i t h o u t
overwhelming  the
student.

CONCLUSION

T h e  M a t h
E x p r e s s i o n s
H o m e w o r k  a n d
Remembering Grade
5 workbook is far more
t h a n  a  s t a c k  o f
workshee ts  to  be
c o m p l e t e d  a n d
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f o r g o t t e n .  I t  i s  a
carefully designed tool
that  supports  deep
m a t h e m a t i c a l
u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,
promotes  retention
t h r o u g h  s p a c e d
repetition,  and  fosters
essential  problem-

so lv ing  sk i l l s .  By
understanding  the
s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e
program,  recognizing
common  challenges,
and  adopting  effective
strategies  for  home
use


