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THE GLOBAL GIFT
OF GREETING:
EXPLORING WAYS
TO SAY MERRY
CHRISTMAS IN
DIFFERENT
LANGUAGES

As the winter solstice
approaches and lights
begin to twinkle in
windows across the
world, a familiar
warmth fills the air.
Christmas, for many, is
a time of family,
generosity, and
reflection. But what
unites billions of

people during this
season is not just the
holiday itself, but the
act of sharing goodwill.
Learning the many
ways to say Merry
Christmas in different
languages does more
than expand your
vocabulary—it opens a
door to understanding
diverse cultures,
histories, and
traditions. Whether you
are traveling abroad,
sending e-cards to
international friends, or
simply curious about
global celebrations,
knowing how to greet
others in their native
tongue creates a


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

genuine connection
that transcends
borders. In a world that
often feels divided, a
simple phrase like
“Merry Christmas” in
the right language can
be a powerful bridge of
unity. Let's take a
heartfelt journey
around the globe and
discover how different
cultures express this
timeless holiday wish.

EUROPEAN
LANGUAGES: THE
HEART OF
CHRISTMAS
TRADITIONS

Europe is a mosaic of
languages and
customs, each with its
own melodic way of
spreading Christmas
cheer. From the
Romance tongues of
the south to the
Germanic and Slavic
languages of the north
and east, these
greetings often carry

centuries of history.

German:
Frohe
Weihnach
ten

Perhaps one of the
most recognizable
European Christmas
greetings, Frohe
Weihnachten (FROH-
uh VY-nahk-ten) is
used across Germany,
Austria, and parts of
Switzerland. The word
Weihnachten itself
derives from ze den
wihen nahten meaning
“to the consecrated
nights.” Germans are
known for their
elaborate Christmas
markets

(Weihnachtsmarkte)
and Advent traditions,
and saying Frohe
Weihnachten with a
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warm smile is a
cherished part of the
season. In Bavaria, you
might also hear Frohe
Weihnacht (singular).

French:
Joyeux
Noel

France, Belgium,
Switzerland, and many
French-speaking

communities around
the world greet each
other with Joyeux
Noél (zhwah-yuh noh-
EL). The word Noél
comes from the Latin
natalis, meaning
“birth.” To make the
greeting even more
heartfelt, you can say
Joyeux Noél et
Bonne Année (“Merry
Christmas and Happy
New Year”). The
French pride
themselves on the

réveillon, a late-night
feast after Christmas
Eve mass, and a
Joyeux Noeél
exchanged over a glass
of Champagne is a
memory to treasure.

Spanish:
iFeliz
Navidad!

No list of ways to say
Merry Christmas in
different languages is
complete without the
globally beloved jFeliz
Navidad! (feh-LEES
nah-vee-DAHD).

Spoken across Spain,
Mexico, and most of
Latin America, this
phrase has been
popularized by
countless songs. The
word Navidad also
derives from the Latin
nativitas (birth). In
Spain, you might also



hear iFelices
Pascuas! in some
regions, as Pascuas
refers to the Christmas
season. From the
colorful posadas in
Mexico to the grand
family feasts in
Argentina, jFeliz
Navidad! carries the
warmth of Latin
hospitality.

Italian:
Buon
Natale

Italy, the heart of the
Roman Catholic
Church, celebrates
Christmas with great
devotion and joy. The
standard greeting is
Buon Natale (bwon
nah-TAH-leh). Natale
again points to the
nativity. Italians often
add e felice anno
nuovo (“and a happy

new year”). The
holiday season in Italy
is rich with traditions
like the Novena and La
Befana in early
January, making every
Buon Natale a small
prayer of hope.

Portugue
se: Feliz
Natal

From Portugal to Brazil,
Mozambique to Angola,
Feliz Natal (feh-LEEZ
nah-TAHL) is the
standard greeting.
Brazil, with its mix of
European, African, and
indigenous traditions,
brings a vibrant twist
to Christmas. You
might also hear Boas
Festas (“Happy
Holidays”) as an
inclusive alternative. In
Portugal, the Consoada
(Christmas Eve dinner)
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is a highlight, and
wishing someone a
Feliz Natal is heartfelt
and simple.

Dutch:
Vrolijk
Kerstfees
t

In the Netherlands and
Flanders (Dutch-
speaking Belgium), the
greeting is Vrolijk
Kerstfeest (VROH-
layk KERST-fayst).
Another common
variant is Zalig
Kerstfeest (“Blessed
Christmas”). The Dutch
celebrate Sinterklaas
on December 5th, but
Christmas itself is a
quiet family affair. The

phrase Vrolijk
Kerstfeest embodies
the cozy, intimate

nature of a Dutch

Christmas.

Swedish:
God Jul

In Sweden and parts of
Finland, you greet with
God Jul (gohd YOOL).
Jul is the old Norse
word for the winter
solstice festival that
predates Christianity.
The Swedish
celebration includes
the Julbord (Christmas
buffet) and the julbock
(Christmas goat).
Saying God Jul is a
nod to both ancient
and modern traditions.
Norwegians and Danes
use similar phrases:
God Jul in Norwegian
and Glaedelig Jul in
Danish.

Polish:



Wesotych
Swiagt

Poland has a deeply
religious Christmas
culture. The most
common phrase is
Wesotych Swiat (veh-
SOW-ih  SHVYONT),
which literally means
“Happy Holidays.” But
you will also hear
Wesotych Swiat
Bozego Narodzenia

(Happy Feast of the
Birth of God). The

Polish tradition
includes breaking the
optatek (Christmas

wafer) and sharing
wishes. Learning to say
Wesotych Swiat
correctly shows
respect for a culture
that values family and
faith.

Russian:
C
PoxxpecT
BOM (S
Rozhdest
vom)

In Russia and other
Eastern Orthodox
countries (like Ukraine,
Belarus, and Serbia)
that celebrate
Christmas on January
7th, the greeting is C
PoxpectBOM (S
rahzh-dees-TVOM). You

may also say C
PoXpecTBOM
XpUCTOBBLIM (S

Rozhdestvom

Khristovym), meaning
“With the Nativity of
Christ.” Russian
Christmas is a more
solemn, spiritual affair
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following a 40-day fast.

The greeting is
traditionally shared
after the first star

appears on Christmas
Eve. Understanding the
Eastern Orthodox
calendar is essential
when using these ways
to say Merry Christmas
in different languages.

ASIAN
LANGUAGES: A
FUSION OF
TRADITIONS AND
MODERNITY

Christmas in Asia
varies widely—from
predominantly

Christian nations like
the Philippines to
countries where it is a
secular or commercial
celebration. The
greetings often reflect
local phonetics and
cultural adaptations.

Mandarin
Chinese:

(Shengda
n Kuaile)

In China (and Taiwan),
the standard greeting
is 0000 (sheng-dan
kwai-le). Sheéngdan
means “holy birth” and
kuailé means “happy.”
While Christmas is not
a public holiday in
mainland China, it is
widely celebrated in
urban areas with lights,
shopping, and apples
(pinggud) given as gifts
(wordplay for “peace”).
In Hong Kong, where
English is also
common, you may see
Merry Christmas as

often as the Chinese
version.



Japanese:

00000
(Meri

Kurisuma
SU)

Japan adopted
Christmas as a secular,
romantic holiday. The
phrase (000CCOO (merii
kurisumasu) is a direct
phonetic adaptation of
English. It is written in
Katakana script.
Japanese Christmas is
about KFC dinners,
strawberry cakes, and
illuminations. Saying
Meri Kurisumasu
with a smile is widely
understood even

Korean: []

[ 00000
(Meri

Keuriseu
maseu)

Similar to Japan, Korea
uses ] 00000 (meh-ri
keu-ri-seu-ma-seu). But
a more traditional
Korean greeting is 0
000 D000 (jeul-geoun
seong-tan-jeol bo-nae-
se-yo), meaning “Have
a joyful Christmas.”
Seongtanjeol is the
Korean term for
Christmas. Christianity
is strong in South
Korea, and many
attend church services.

among non-English Knowing both the
speakers. casual and formal
options enriches your
list of ways to say
Merry Christmas in
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different languages.
Filipino:

Maligaya
ng Pasko

The Philippines has one
of the longest
Christmas

seasons—beginning in
September! The
greeting is
Maligayang Pasko
(mah-lee-gah-yang
pahs-ko). Pasko comes
from Pascua (Spanish
for Easter/Christmas).
Filipinos also use
Maligayang Pasko at
Manigong Bagong
Taon (Merry Christmas
and Prosperous New
Year). The Christmas
Eve mass (Simbang
Gabi) and spectacular
light displays make the
Philippines a uniquely
festive country. The
language reflects a

blend of Tagalog and
Spanish influences.

AFRICAN AND
MIDDLE EASTERN
LANGUAGES:
DIVERSE
CELEBRATIONS

Christmas is celebrated
in many African nations
with distinct local
flavors, and in the
Middle East among
Christian communities.

Swahili:
Krismasi
Njema

Across East Africa
(Tanzania, Kenya,
Uganda), Krismasi
Njema (kree-sma-see
n-jeh-mah) is the way
to wish a Merry
Christmas. Njema
means “good” or
“happy.” Christians in
these countries often



attend church and
share meals with
neighbors. You might
also hear Heri ya
Krismasi (“Blessings
of Christmas”).

Arabic:
No e
uxo (Eid
Milad
Majeed)

For Arabic-speaking
Christians (in Egypt,
Lebanon, Syria,
Palestine, and the
diaspora), the greeting
iS aamo dMao 2e (Eid
Milad Majeed) or
SIMPlY duzw 2Mao 2as
(Eid Milad Sa‘id). Eid
means festival, Milad
means birth. “Merry
Christmas” can also be

10

colloquial Arabic in
some regions. The
Coptic Orthodox
Church in Egypt
celebrates on January
7th. Knowing the
Arabic greeting shows
cultural sensitivity.

Zulu:
Ukhisimu
S|
Omuhle

In South Africa, with 11
official languages, the
Zulu greeting is
Ukhisimusi Omuhle
(0oo-kee-see-moo-see
oh-moo-hleh). You may
also hear Jabulani
Ukhisimusi (“Rejoice
Christmas”). South
Africans often
celebrate Christmas
with outdoor braais
(barbecues) given the

said as Merry
Christmas in Summer season.
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Understanding local LANGUAGES
languages deepens the

The Pacific Islands and

experience. i

indigenous
OCEANIC AND communities have their
INDIGENOUS own unique Christmas
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