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A TIMELESS
VOYAGE
RESTORED: WHY
THE STAR TREK
ORIGINAL SERIES
BLU-RAY IS
ESSENTIAL

For over half a century,
Star Trek: The
Original Series has
captivated audiences
with its bold vision of
the future, its
memorable characters,
and its thoughtful
exploration of the
human condition. But
for decades, fans had
to settle for grainy,
standard-definition

broadcasts and DVD
transfers that, while
beloved, did little
justice to the show's
original cinematic
photography. That all
changed with the
release of the Star
Trek Original Series
Blu Ray set. This
release is not merely
an upgrade in
resolution; it is a
painstaking restoration
that breathes new life
into the 79 episodes
that started it all. For
both seasoned Trekkies
and newcomers, this
high-definition

collection represents
the definitive way to
experience the
adventures of the USS


https://www.everybodystreet.com/

Enterprise. In this
comprehensive guide,
we will explore what
makes this Blu-ray set
an essential addition to
any collection, from its
stunning visual
overhaul to the wealth
of special features it
offers.

THE VISUAL
RESTORATION: A
NEW ERA FOR THE
ENTERPRISE

The crown jewel of the
Star Trek Original
Series Blu Ray set is
undoubtedly the
picture quality. Created
from the original
35mm film elements,
each episode has been
meticulously scanned
and restored in 1080p
high definition. This is
not a simple upscale; it
is a full-scale digital
restoration that
required years of work.
The results are nothing
short of spectacular.

From Film
to Digital:
The
Process

Original series
episodes were shot on
35mm  film,  which
inherently carries far
more detail than
standard-definition

television could ever
display. For the Blu-ray
release, CBS Digital
went back to the
original camera
negatives and
interpositives. Each
frame was scanned at
a resolution far
exceeding 1080p, then
carefully cleaned of
dirt, scratches, and
other imperfections.
Color timing was also
corrected to match the
original broadcast
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specifications, bringing
back the vibrant hues
of the 1960s sets and
costumes. You can now
clearly see the texture
of the bridge panels,
the weave in the
uniforms, and the
subtle makeup details
on alien species.

lconic
Effects,

Reborn

Perhaps the most
debated aspect of the
restoration involved
the visual effects. The
original optical
composites (starship
shots, phaser beams,
transporter effects)
were created using film
duplication techniques
that resulted in
generations of quality
loss. For the Blu-ray,
CBS Digital did not

simply clean up these
old effects; they rebuilt
them from scratch
using original model
photography and new
computer-generated
imagery that stays
faithful to the original
designs. The USS
Enterprise now glides
through space with a
crispness and depth
never before seen. The
Romulan Bird-of-Prey
has never looked more
menacing. Nebulas
sparkle with new life.
Purists need not worry:
the new effects
seamlessly integrate
with the live-action
footage, preserving the
feel of the original
while providing a

modern cinematic
experience. This
approach has

revitalized the series
for a new generation
while honoring its
legacy.



SOUND: HEARING
THE FINAL
FRONTIER

A great picture is only
half the experience.
The Star Trek
Original Series Blu
Ray also delivers an
exceptional audio
upgrade. The set offers
DTS-HD Master Audio
7.1 surround sound, a
massive improvement
over the original mono
television mixes. The
iconic Alexander
Courage theme music
swells across the
soundstage, and the
hum of the ship's
engines fills the room.
Dialogue remains clear
and centered, while
ambient sounds—Ilike
the chirping of the
bridge consoles or the
howling wind of an
alien world—add a new
layer of immersion. For
purists, the original
mono soundtrack is

also included, giving
you the choice of how
you want to experience
each episode.

SPECIAL FEATURES
AND BONUS
CONTENT: BEYOND
THE EPISODES

While the episodes
themselves are the
main draw, the Star
Trek Original Series
Blu Ray set is packed
with extras that reward
fan curiosity. These
behind-the-scenes
materials provide
context and a deeper
appreciation for the
show's production.

Documen
taries
and
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Featurett

e "The Birth of a
Timeless
Legacy": An
hour-long
documentary
tracing the
show's creation,
from Gene
Roddenberry's
original pitch to
its eventual
cancellation and
rebirth in
syndication.
"Life Beyond
Trek: William
Shatner": A
retrospective
focusing on
Shatner's career
and his iconic
role as Captain
James T. Kirk.
"Spock: The
Early Years":
Exploring
Leonard Nimoy's

development of
the Vulcan
character and his
cultural impact.
"The Human
Adventure": A
feature on the
show's enduring
philosophical
themes—war,
peace, identity,
and ethics.
"Star Trek:
Beyond the
Final Frontier":
Looking at the
series' influence
on real-world
science and
technology.

Deleted
Scenes
and



Outtakes

The set includes a
generous selection of
deleted and extended
scenes from various
episodes, offering new
glimpses into storylines
that were shortened
for time. Gag reels
(bloopers) provide
lighthearted moments,
showing the cast's
camaraderie and
humor.

Interactiv
e
Features

For the technically
inclined, there are
archival interviews with
the cast and crew, text
commentaries by Trek
experts, and a feature
that allows you to view
episodes with a "trivia
track" that pops up

with production notes.
The set also includes
the original pilot, "The
Cage," in both its
restored HD version
and its original black-
and-white form,
complete with the
unaired ending.

PACKAGING AND
PRESENTATION: A
COLLECTOR'S
DREAM

There are several
editions of the Star
Trek Original Series
Blu Ray, but the most
iconic is the "fan
collective" box set,
often housed in a sleek
metallic case
reminiscent of the USS
Enterprise's registry
plague. Inside, discs
are organized by
season, with episode
guides and a booklet
featuring rare
production photos. The
remastered series is
also available in
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individual season
packages or a
streamlined complete-
series set. Regardless
of the edition, the
menus are intuitive,
and episode selection
is easy. For collectors,
the packaging itself is
a work of art that will
stand out on any shelf.

COMPARISON TO
PREVIOUS
RELEASES: WHY
UPGRADE?

If you already own the
DVD set, you may
wonder whether the
upgrade to the Star
Trek Original Series
Blu Ray is worth the
investment. The
answer is a resounding
yes for anyone who
values picture and
sound quality. The
difference is night and
day. On a standard
DVD, episodes appear
soft, with visible
artifacts and faded

colors. On Blu-ray, the
image is sharp, colors
are rich and accurate,
and the detail is
stunning. The DVD
does not include the

remastered special
effects; it uses the
original optical

composites, which are
considerably grainier.
Furthermore, the Blu-
ray's lossless audio is
far superior to the
compressed Dolby
Digital tracks on DVDs.
If you have a decent
home theater setup,
this is the version you
want.

THE CULTURAL
SIGNIFICANCE OF
THE REMASTER

The restoration and
Blu-ray release of Star
Trek: The Original
Series have done
more than just improve
visual fidelity. They
have helped introduce
the show to a new,



younger audience who
grew up with high-
definition content. By
presenting the series in
a format that meets
modern expectations,
the Star Trek
Original Series Blu
Ray ensures that the
stories and themes
remain accessible for
generations to come.
This release has also
spurred renewed
academic and critical
interest in the series,
cementing its place not
just as a beloved TV
show, but as a
significant piece of
20th-century pop
culture and a
touchstone for
speculative fiction.

WHICH SET
SHOULD YOU BUY?

Prospective buyers
have a few options.
The individual season
sets are perfect for
those who want to

sample the
remastering without a
full  commitment.
However, the best
value is usually the
complete series box
set, which often
includes all three
seasons plus the bonus
disc. Be sure to check
reviews for any disc
manufacturing issues,
though most sets from
reputable retailers are
flawless. If you are
region-free, there are
also international
editions, but the North
American release is
widely acclaimed for its
video encoding.

CONCLUSION

The Star Trek
Original Series Blu
Ray is far more than a
simple reissue. It is a
labor of love that
honors the creative
vision of Gene
Roddenberry while
using modern

8 Star Trek Original Series Blu Ray 2023-09-14



Star Trek Original Series Blu Ray 9

technology to reveal
the beauty and detail
that was always
present in the original
film elements. Whether
you are revisiting
classic episodes like
"The City on the Edge
of Forever" or watching
for the first time, this
set offers an immersive
experience that a
standard DVD simply
cannot match. With its
superb video
restoration, immersive
audio, and wealth of

special features, this
Blu-ray collection is the
definitive home video
release of one of
television's most
important and
enduring series. To
boldly go where no one
has gone before has
never looked or
sounded better. This
set belongs in the
collection of every fan

of science fiction,
classic television, or
simply great

storytelling.



