
Who Is A On Pretty Little Liars 1

Who Is A On Pretty Little Liars

Who Is A On Pretty
Little Liars

Downloaded from
www.everybodystreet.com

by Jaslyn & Donna

INTRODUCTION: THE MYSTERY
THAT DEFINED A GENERATION

For seven seasons, the question Who Is
A On Pretty Little Liars haunted fans
of the hit teen drama. The show, based
on  the  book  series  by  Sara  Shepard,
became a cultural phenomenon largely
because  of  its  central  enigma:  the
identity  of  the  anonymous  tormentor
known  only  as  "A."  From  the  pilot
episode,  viewers  were  drawn  into  a
world  of  secrets,  lies,  and  high-stakes
manipulation,  with  the  ultimate  prize
being  the  unmasking  of  the  person
terrorizing  Spencer,  Hanna,  Aria,  and
Emily.  The  answer  to  the  question  of
Who Is A On Pretty Little Liars was
not  a  simple  one;  it  evolved  over
multiple  seasons,  involving  shocking
twists,  hidden  identities,  and  family
secrets.  This  article  will  provide  a
complete  breakdown  of  every  major
reveal,  explaining  the  significance  of
each "A" and why the mystery resonated
so deeply with audiences.
Understanding  the  identity  of  "A"
requires diving into the show's complex
mythology. The initial mystery sets up a
simple premise: after the disappearance
of  their  friend  Alison  DiLaurentis,  four
girls  begin  receiving  threatening
messages  from  someone  who  knows
their  deepest  secrets.  The  journey  to
discover  Who Is  A  On Pretty  Little
Liars  becomes  a  labyrinthine  puzzle,
with the show delivering multiple reveals

that  recontextualize  everything  that
came  before.  Whether  you  are  a
longtime fan  seeking  a  refresher  or  a
newcomer curious about the legendary
twist, this guide will answer the question
comprehensively.

THE FIRST "A": MONA
VANDERWAAL

The Unexpected
Villain
The  first  major  reveal  in  the  hunt  for
Who Is A On Pretty Little Liars came
at  the  end  of  Season  2.  After  two
seasons of building suspense, the show
revealed that "A" was Mona Vanderwaal,
Hanna's  former  best  friend.  Mona was
the quiet, often-overlooked girl who had
been bullied by Alison and the others.
Her transformation into the mastermind
behind  the  anonymous  threats  was  a
shock  to  both  the  characters  and  the
audience.
Mona's  motive  was  rooted  in  a  deep-
seated  des i re  fo r  revenge  and
acceptance.  She  felt  invisible  and
mistreated, and becoming "A" gave her
a sense of power and control. She stole
Alison's "game" and turned it against the
Liars, using their secrets against them.
The reveal of Mona as the original "A"
answered  the  foundational  question  of
Who Is A On Pretty Little Liars for the
first  time,  but  it  was  far  from  the  last
word  on  the  matter.

https://www.everybodystreet.com/


2

2 Who Is A On Pretty Little Liars 2026-04-21

Mona's Reign
and Legacy
Mona's time as "A" was characterized by
psychological warfare, petty crimes, and
a deep knowledge of the Liars' lives. She
used  her  intelligence  to  manipulate
situations,  from  sabotaging  grades  to
orchestrating  car  accidents.  After  her
reveal,  Mona  was  sent  to  a  mental
institution,  but  her  story  did  not  end
there. She later returned as a complex
anti-heroine,  sometimes  helping  the
Liars  and other  times returning to her
manipulative  ways.  Even  after  her
unmasking,  the question of  Who Is A
On Pretty Little Liars lingered because
it  became  clear  that  Mona  was  not
acting alone and that a larger conspiracy
was at play.
Mona's  reveal  set  a  precedent  for  the
show: the identity of "A" would always
be  someone  connected  to  the  Liars,
carrying deep personal grievances. Her
character demonstrated that the answer
to  Who Is  A On Pretty Little Liars
could be both shocking and emotionally
resonant. Mona remains one of the most
popular characters in the series because
of her complexity and the tragic nature
of her transformation into a villain.

THE SECOND "A": CHARLOTTE
DILAURENTIS (CECE DRAKE)

The Introduction
of a New Threat
After  Mona's  imprisonment,  the  Liars
believed  the  nightmare  was  over.
However, new, more dangerous threats
emerged, and it became clear that the

question  Who Is  A On Pretty  Little
L iars  needed  a  new  answer .  A
mysterious  figure  known  as  "Big  A"  or
"A" took over the game, escalating the
harassment to new levels of cruelty. This
new  "A"  was  responsible  for  planting
evidence, framing the Liars for murder,
and even causing physical harm.
The  identity  of  this  second  "A"  was
finally  revealed  in  the  Season  4  finale
and  fully  explored  in  Season  5.  The
answer to Who Is A On Pretty Little
Liars  this  time was  CeCe Drake,  who
was  later  revealed  to  be  Charlotte
DiLaurentis, the long-lost older sibling of
Alison  and  Jason.  Charlotte  was  a
transgender  woman  who  had  been
hidden away by her family due to her
mental health struggles and her gender
identity.  She had been institutionalized
for  years  after  accidentally  killing  her
mother, Marion Cavanaugh.

Charlotte's
Motivation and
Tragic Backstory
Charlotte's motive for becoming "A" was
deeply  rooted  in  her  complicated
relationship  with  Alison.  She  blamed
Alison for her own confinement and felt a
twisted need to both protect and punish
her  younger  sister.  Charlotte  admired
Alison's popularity and sought to control
her  because  she  could  not  have  a
normal  l ife  herself.  The  reveal  of
Charlotte as the second "A" added layers
of tragedy to the question Who Is A On
Pretty  Little  Liars,  showing  that  the
villain was not simply evil but a product
of severe trauma.
Charlotte's  reign  as  "A"  was  far  more
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dangerous  than  Mona's.  She  was
responsible for the "A-Team," a group of
accomplices  who helped her  carry  out
her  schemes.  She  also  built  a  replica
dol lhouse  to  imprison  the  Liars,
subjecting  them  to  psychological  and
physical  torture.  When  Charlotte  was
eventually  caught  and  sent  to  Welby
State Mental Hospital, it seemed that the
mystery of Who Is A On Pretty Little
Liars might finally be resolved for good.
However, the show had one more twist
left.

THE FINAL "A": "A.D." AND ALEX
DRAKE

The Ultimate
Betrayal
In  the  final  season  of  the  show,  a  new
anonymous  tormentor  emerged,  using
the  initials  "A.D."  This  figure  was
obsessed  with  avenging  Charlotte's
death and sought to unravel  the truth
behind her murder. The question of Who
Is  A  On  Pretty  Little  Liars  shifted
again, as this new villain seemed to have
an even deeper connection to the Liars
and their secrets.
The series finale, titled "Till Death Do Us
Part,"  delivered  the  final  answer.  The
person  behind  "A.D."  was  Alex  Drake,
the  secret  identical  twin  of  Spencer
Hastings.  This  reveal  was  the  most
shocking  of  all,  as  it  introduced  a
completely new character who had been
hidden from the audience for the entire
series.  Alex  was  born  in  the  United
Kingdom  and  given  up  for  adoption,
growing up in a harsh environment that
left her feeling abandoned and angry.

Alex Drake's
Reason for
Becoming "A.D."
Alex Drake's motive was twofold. First,
she  was  deeply  envious  of  Spencer's
perfect  life—the  loving  family,  the
academic  success,  and  the  strong
friendships.  Alex felt  that  Spencer had
stolen  the  life  that  should  have  been
hers. Second, Alex had formed a close
bond  with  Charlotte  during  their  time
together at Welby State Mental Hospital.
She saw Charlotte as a sister figure and
was devastated by her murder, vowing
to avenge her death.
Alex's  plan  was  elaborate:  she  would
take over  Spencer's  life,  assuming her
identity and marrying Toby Cavanaugh,
the  love  of  Spencer's  life.  The  final
answer to Who Is A On Pretty Little
Liars was a dark mirror of the Liars' own
world, showing that the greatest threat
could come from within their own circle.
The reveal of Alex Drake cemented the
show's theme that identity is fragile and
that  the  past  can  never  truly  be
escaped.

OTHER KEY PLAYERS IN THE "A"
GAME

While the central question of Who Is A
On Pretty Little Liars focuses on the
main  tormentors,  several  other
characters played crucial roles in the "A"
game. Understanding their involvement
adds depth to the overall mystery.

Alison DiLaurentis: The original
"game" belonged to Alison. Before
she disappeared, she used secrets
to control her friends. Both Mona
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and Charlotte adopted this
method, making Alison the
figurative creator of the "A"
persona.
Melissa Hastings: Spencer's
older sister was indirectly involved
with "A." She was in a relationship
with Ian Thomas and knew some
of the secrets that "A" used. Her
mysterious behavior often made
her a suspect in the hunt for Who
Is A On Pretty Little Liars.
Jenna Marshall: Although never
"A" herself, Jenna was a frequent
antagonist who worked with
various "A" figures. Her secrets
and her desire for revenge made
her a useful pawn.
The "A-Team" Members:
Charlotte's "A-Team" included
characters like Shana Fring, Jenna,
and even a reluctant Mona at
times. These individuals helped
carry out the schemes, but they
did not control the game.

T h e s e  s u p p o r t i n g  c h a r a c t e r s
demonstrate that the answer to Who Is
A On Pretty Little Liars was never just
about  one  person;  it  was  about  a
network  of  secrets  and  betrayals  that
entangled everyone in Rosewood.

THE CULTURAL IMPACT OF THE
"A" MYSTERY

Why the
Question
Mattered
The persistent question of Who Is A On
Pretty  Little  Liars  drove  one  of  the
most  engaged  fan  communities  in

television  history.  Viewers  created
elaborate theories, analyzed every clue,
and debated the identity of "A" across
social  media  platforms.  The  show's
writers  planted  red  herrings  and
misdirections,  keeping  the  audience
guessing for years. The reveal of each
"A"  was  a  major  television  event,
drawing millions of viewers who wanted
to finally know the truth.
The show's success can be attributed to
its ability to make the audience feel like
detectives. The question Who Is A On
Pretty Little Liars was not just a plot
point; it was the heart of the narrative.
Each clue, each text message, and each
suspicious  glance  was  scrutinized  for
meaning.  This  interactive  experience
made the show uniquely addictive and
memorable.

The Legacy of
the Reveals
Even years after  the series concluded,
the question of  Who Is A On Pretty
Litt le  Liars  remains  a  top ic  of
discussion  among  fans.  The  three
distinct  reveals—Mona,  Charlotte,  and
Alex—represent  different  approaches  to
storytelling. Mona's reveal was grounded
and  personal.  Charlotte's  reveal  was
ambitious  and  explored  themes  of
identity and family trauma. Alex's reveal
was purely shocking, aiming to deliver a
final  twist  that  would  leave  audiences
stunned.
Opinions on which reveal was the best
vary  widely.  Some  fans  prefer  Mona
because  her  motives  were  the  most
relatable and her actions had the most
impact  on  the  early  seasons.  Others
favor  Charlotte  because her  story  was
the most complex and added significant
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depth to the narrative. The final reveal of
Alex Drake is often considered the most
divisive, but it undeniably answered the
ultimate  question  of  Who  Is  A  On
Pretty Little Liars  in a way that was
consistent  with  the  show's  love  for
dramatic  twists.

CONCLUSION: THE MANY FACES
OF "A"

In summary, the question Who Is A On
Pretty  Little  Liars  does  not  have  a
singular  answer.  The  show  presented
three  different  individuals  who  held  the
title of "A" at various points in the story:
Mona Vanderwaal, Charlotte DiLaurentis,

and Alex Drake. Each character brought
a  unique  set  of  motivations,  methods,
and relationships to the role, making the
mystery  multi-layered  and  constantly
evolving. Mona was the original, driven
by a need for revenge and recognition.
Charlotte was the architect of the larger
conspiracy,  motivated by a tragic past
and a twisted love for her family. Alex
was  the  final  inheritor  of  the  game,
seeking  vengeance  and  a  new  identity.
The true brilliance of Pretty Little Liars
lies not just in the shocking reveals but
in the way the mystery of Who Is A On
Pretty  Litt le  Liars  forced  the
characters to confront their own secrets.
The Liars grew and changed because of


