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EXPLORING THE ENCHANTED
WORLD OF THE MAGIC TREE
HOUSE SERIES

For decades, young readers have been
transported  to  distant  lands,  historical
eras, and fantastical realms through the
pages of Mary Pope Osborne's beloved
series.  The  Magic  Treehouse  series
list ofs  adventures is a treasure trove
for  parents,  educators,  and  children
seeking  both  entertainment  and

education.  These  chapter  books  have
sold  millions  of  copies  worldwide  and
remain  a  staple  on  classroom shelves
and home libraries. Whether your child is
just beginning their  reading journey or
looking  for  a  new  favorite  series,  the
Magic Tree House offers a perfect blend
of  magic,  history,  and  friendship.  This
article will  take you through the entire
catalog,  helping  you  understand  the
structure, themes, and the best reading
order to follow.

UNDERSTANDING THE
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STRUCTURE OF THE SERIES

Before diving into the Magic Treehouse
series  list  ofs  individual  titles,  it  is
helpful to understand how the books are
organized.  Mary Pope Osborne created
two distinct sequences within the same
universe:  the  original  series  and  the
Merlin Missions. Each sequence has its
own  numbering  system,  which  can
sometimes  create  confusion  for  new
readers.  Additionally,  the  series  is
accompanied  by  a  parallel  non-fiction
series,  the  Magic  Tree  House  Fact
Trackers,  which  provide  deeper
explorations of the topics covered in the
main books.

The Original
Series (Books
1–28)
The original series, often referred to as
the  "stepping  stone"  books,  follows
siblings Jack and Annie as they discover
a  magical  tree  house  filled  with  books.
When they point to a picture in a book
and wish  to  go  there,  the  tree  house
whisks them away on an adventure. The
first  book,  Dinosaurs  Before  Dark,
sets  the  stage.  From  the  Cretaceous
period  to  medieval  castles,  ancient
Egypt to the Amazon rainforest, Jack and
Annie  encounter  real  historical  figures
and  prehistoric  creatures.  The  original
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series is designed for readers aged 6 to
9,  with  simple  vocabulary  and  shorter
chapters.
Here is the complete Magic Treehouse
series list ofs original books:

Dinosaurs Before Dark (1992)1.
The Knight at Dawn (1993)2.
Mummies in the Morning (1993)3.
Pirates Past Noon (1994)4.
Night of the Ninjas (1995)5.
Afternoon on the Amazon6.
(1995)
Sunset of the Sabertooth7.
(1996)
Midnight on the Moon (1996)8.
Dolphins at Daybreak (1997)9.
Ghost Town at Sundown (1997)10.
Lions at Lunchtime (1998)11.
Polar Bears Past Bedtime12.

(1998)
Vacation Under the Volcano13.
(1998)
Day of the Dragon King (1998)14.
Viking Ships at Sunrise (1998)15.
Hour of the Olympics (1999)16.
Tonight on the Titanic (1999)17.
Buffalo Before Breakfast (1999)18.
Tigers at Twilight (1999)19.
Dingoes at Dinnertime (2000)20.
Civil War on Sunday (2000)21.
Revolutionary War on22.
Wednesday (2000)
Twister on Tuesday (2001)23.
Earthquake in the Early24.
Morning (2001)
Stage Fright on a Summer25.
Night (2002)
Good Morning, Gorillas (2002)26.
Thanksgiving on Thursday27.
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(2002)
High Tide in Hawaii (2003)28.

The original  Magic Treehouse series
list ofs  is  designed to be cumulative,
with  later  books  referencing  earlier
adventures. However, each story stands
alone, allowing readers to pick any title
and still enjoy the adventure.

Merlin Missions
(Books 29–55)
Once  readers  finish  the  first  28  books,
they are ready for the Merlin Missions.
These  books  are  longer  and  more
complex, intended for readers aged 7 to
10. In this segment, Jack and Annie are
tasked  by  the  wizard  Merlin  to  solve

riddles,  gather  secrets,  and  complete
magical  quests.  The  tone  becomes
slightly  more  mature,  but  the  core
themes  of  courage,  curiosity,  and
friendship  remain  strong.
The Merlin Missions list includes:

Christmas in Camelot (2001) –29.
often considered a bridge between
the two series, though it is
officially part of the Merlin
Missions.
Haunted Castle on Hallows Eve30.
(2003)
Summer of the Sea Serpent31.
(2004)
Winter of the Ice Wizard (2004)32.
Carnival at Candlelight (2005)33.
Season of the Sandstorms34.
(2005)
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Night of the New Magicians35.
(2006)
Blizzard of the Blue Moon36.
(2006)
Dragon of the Red Dawn (2007)37.
Monday with a Mad Genius38.
(2007)
Dark Day in the Deep Sea39.
(2008)
Eve of the Emperor Penguin40.
(2008)
Moonlight on the Magic Flute41.
(2009)
A Good Night for Ghosts (2009)42.
Leprechaun in Late Winter43.
(2010)
A Ghost Tale for Christmas44.
Time (2010)
A Crazy Day with Cobras (2011)45.
Dogs in the Dead of Night46.

(2011)
Abe Lincoln at Last! (2011)47.
A Perfect Time for Pandas48.
(2012)
Stallion by Starlight (2013)49.
Hurry Up, Houdini! (2013)50.
High Time for Heroes (2014)51.
Soccer on Sunday (2014)52.
Shadow of the Shark (2015)53.
Balto of the Blue Dawn (2016)54.
Late Lunch with Llamas (2020)55.

Note that the numbering of the Magic
Treehouse series  list  ofs  for  Merlin
Missions can be confusing because some
editions number them separately, while
others continue from the original series.
The list above follows the continuity of
the story, beginning with the first Merlin
quest.
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THE MAGIC TREE HOUSE FACT
TRACKERS

Mary Pope Osborne, along with her sister
Natalie  Pope  Boyce  and  other  co-
authors, created a companion non-fiction
series  called  Magic  Tree  House  Fact
Trackers. Each Fact Tracker corresponds
to  a  specific  fictional  adventure  and
provides  more  detailed  information
about  the  historical  period,  animal,  or
scientific  topic  covered  in  the  story.  For
e x a m p l e ,  t h e  b o o k  D i n o s a u r s
accompanies  Dinosaurs  Before  Dark.
These fact books help children transition
from  fiction  to  non-fiction  and  deepen
their  understanding  of  the  subjects.
There are over 40 Fact Trackers, making
the Magic Treehouse series list ofs
even more extensive.

KEY CHARACTERS AND THEIR
DEVELOPMENT

At the heart of the Magic Treehouse
series list ofs are Jack and Annie, two
siblings from Frog Creek, Pennsylvania.
Jack  is  the  older  brother,  cautious,
analytical,  and  always  carrying  a
notebook  to  record  facts.  Annie  is
younger,  adventurous,  and  intuitive.
Together,  they form a balanced team.
Over the course of the series, they grow
from  curious  children  to  confident
problem-solvers,  facing challenges with
increasing  bravery.  Other  recurring
characters  include  Morgan  le  Fay  (the
magical  librarian  who  owns  the  tree
house),  Merlin  (the  wizard  who  gives
them quests), and Teddy and Kathleen
(two young enchanters who assist them).
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THEMES AND EDUCATIONAL
VALUE

One of the reasons the Magic Tree House
remains  so  enduring  is  its  ability  to
weave  education  seamlessly  into
storytelling.  The  Magic  Treehouse
series  list  ofs  covers  an  impressive
range  of  topics:  ancient  civilizations,
natural  disasters,  famous  inventors,
wor ld  wars ,  space  explorat ion,
mythology,  and  envi ronmenta l
conservation.  Each  book  encourages
curiosity  and  a  love  of  learning.  Mary
Pope Osborne often includes a section at
the  end  called  "Author's  Note,"  where
she explains what is historically accurate
and  what  is  fictionalized.  This  helps
children  develop  critical  thinking  skills
while reading.

Why the Magic
Tree House
Series is Perfect
for Reluctant
Readers
For  children  who  find  reading
challenging,  the  Magic  Treehouse
series  list  ofs  offers  short  chapters,
predictable structures, and high-interest
plots. The books are typically around 70
to 120 pages, with large font and plenty
of  illustrations  by  Sal  Murdocca.  The
early  books  have  simple  sentence
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structures,  while  the  later  books
gradually  increase  in  complexity.  This
makes the series an excellent  tool  for
bu i l d ing  read ing  s tamina  and
confidence.

READING ORDER AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

While the Magic Treehouse series list
ofs  can  be  read  in  publication  order,
some  readers  prefer  to  jump  around
based on interest. For example, a child
fascinated by ancient Egypt might enjoy
Mummies  in  the  Morning  and  i ts
corresponding  Fact  Tracker,  Mummies
and  Pyramids .  Similarly,  a  young
astronaut  enthusiast  might  start  with
Midnight on the Moon. However, for the
best  experience,  reading  the  books  in
order  allows  readers  to  follow  the

character development and the gradual
introduction  of  magic  elements  like
Merlin  and  the  secret  tree  house  rules.

Tips for Parents
and Educators
Using the Magic Treehouse series list
o fs  a s  a  t e a c h i n g  r e s o u r c e  i s
straightforward.  The  books  align  well
with  social  studies,  science,  and
language arts curricula. Teachers often
organize "Magic Tree House" units where
the class  reads  a  book together,  then
completes  related  research  using  the
Fact Trackers. Parents can use the series
as a springboard for family discussions,
field  trips,  or  creative  writing  projects.
The  consistent  structure  of  each
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book—Jack  and  Annie  find  a  problem,
research  it,  and  solve  it—models  a
problem-solving  process  that  children
can  apply  to  real  life.

BEYOND THE BOOKS: MEDIA AND
ADAPTATIONS

The  Magic  Tree  House  has  branched
beyond  the  page.  In  2018,  a  stage
musical  adaptation  called  Magic  Tree

House: The Musical was released. There
have also been audiobooks narrated by
Mary Pope Osborne herself, which bring
an extra layer of warmth to the stories.
While  there  is  no  full  animated  series
yet, the series has maintained a strong
digital  presence,  including  a  website
with  games,  activities,  and  reading
guides.  The Magic Treehouse series
list  ofs  continues  to  grow,  with  new
titles still being added. The most recent


