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UNDERSTANDING
THE WONDERLIC
BASIC MATH SKILL
TEST: A
COMPREHENSIVE
GUIDE

The  Wonderlic  Basic
Math Skill  Test  is  a
widely  recognized
a s s e s s m e n t  t o o l
designed  to  evaluate
f u n d a m e n t a l
mathematical  abilities
in  job  candidates.
Unlike its more famous
cousin,  the  Wonderlic
Personnel  Test,  which
measures  cognitive
ability  and  problem-
solving,  this  specific
exam  zeroes  in  on

arithmetic,  fractions,
decimals, percentages,
and basic algebra. For
employers,  it  offers  a
quick  and  rel iable
s n a p s h o t  o f  a
candidate’s  numerical
competence.  For  job
seekers, understanding
what  this  test  entails
can  be  the  key  t o
landing  a  position  in
industr ies  such  as
l o g i s t i c s ,
manufacturing,  retail
management,  and
finance.
In  this  article,  we will
explore everything you
need  to  know  about
the  Wonderlic  Basic
Math  Skil l  Test:  its
pu rpose ,  f o rmat ,
content  areas,  sample
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questions,  scoring,
preparation  strategies,
and  tips  for  success.
Whether  you  are  an
employer  looking  to
streamline  your  hiring
process or a candidate
aiming to ace the test,
this guide provides the
insights you need.

WHAT IS THE
WONDERLIC BASIC
MATH SKILL TEST?

The  Wonderlic  Basic
Math  Skil l  Test  is  a
timed,  standardized
a s s e s s m e n t  t h a t
measures  a  person’s
ability to perform basic
m a t h e m a t i c a l
operations quickly and
accurately.  It  is  often
u s e d  d u r i n g  p r e -
employment  screening
for  roles  that  require
rout ine  numerical
tasks—such  as  cash
handling,  inventory
count ing,  invo ice
p r o c e s s i n g ,  o r
m e a s u r e m e n t

conversion. The test is
typically  administered
onl ine  or  in  paper
format and takes about
20  to  30  minutes  to
complete.
Unlike advanced math
exams,  the  Wonderlic
Basic  Math  Skill  Test
does not test calculus,
geometry, or statistics.
Instead,  it  focuses  on
the  arithmetic  skills
that  adu l ts  use  in
e v e r y d a y  w o r k
situations.  The  test  is
composed of  multiple-
choice  questions,  and
the  difficulty  ranges
from  simple  addition
and  subtraction  to
m o r e  c o m p l e x
problems  involving
fractions,  percentages,
and word problems.

Who Uses



Wonderlic Basic Math Skill Test 3

3

the
Wonderlic
Basic
Math Skill

Test?
Many employers across
various  industries  rely
on this  test  to  screen
c a n d i d a t e s  f o r
positions  where  math
proficiency is essential.
Common  industries
include:

Retail – for
cashiers,
inventory clerks,
and store
managers who
handle sales
figures and
discounts.
Manufacturing
– for production
workers who

need to read
measurements,
calculate
quantities, or
monitor quality
metrics.
Logistics and
Warehousing –
for shipping and
receiving
associates who
manage package
counts, weights,
and shipping
costs.
Finance and
Accounting – for
entry-level
bookkeepers,
accounts payable
clerks, and
payroll
assistants.
Healthcare – for
medical billing
specialists and
pharmacy
technicians who
calculate
dosages or
insurance
payments.
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By using the Wonderlic
Basic  Math  Skill  Test,
e m p l o y e r s  c a n
objectively  compare
candidates’ math skills
and ensure they meet
t h e  m i n i m u m
requirements  for  the
job.  This  reduces  the
risk of hiring someone
who  struggles  with
everyday  numerical
tasks,  which  can  lead
to costly errors.

FORMAT AND
STRUCTURE OF
THE TEST

The  Wonderlic  Basic
Math Skill Test consists
of  50  questions  that
must be completed in a
limited  time—typically
2 0  m i n u t e s .  T h e
q u e s t i o n s  a r e
p r e s e n t e d  i n  a
multiple-choice  format
with four or five answer
options. Each question
is worth one point, and
there is no penalty for
guessing.  The  raw

sco re  (number  o f
correct  answers)  is
then  converted  into  a
scaled  score,  usually
ranging from 1 to 10 or
e x p r e s s e d  a s  a
percentile,  depending
on  the  employer’s
preference.
The  test  covers  five
main  mathematical
skill  areas:

Basic1.
Arithmetic –
addition,
subtraction,
multiplication,
and division of
whole numbers.
Fractions and2.
Decimals –
converting
between
fractions,
decimals, and
percentages;
adding,
subtracting,
multiplying, and
dividing
fractions.
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Percentages –3.
calculating
discounts,
markups,
interest rates,
and percentage
changes.
Word Problems4.
– applying
arithmetic to
real-world
scenarios, such
as determining
total cost,
average, or time.
Basic Algebra –5.
solving simple
equations with
one variable
(e.g., 2x + 3 =
11).

The questions become
progressively  more
difficult  as  the  test
a d v a n c e s .  E a r l y
q u e s t i o n s  a r e
straightforward,  while
later ones may involve
mu l t ip le  s teps  o r
require careful reading
of word problems.

Sample
Questions
To  give  you  a  better
idea of what to expect,
here are a few sample
questions  similar  to
those  found  on  the
Wonderlic  Basic  Math
Skill Test:
Basic  Arithmetic:
What  is  345  +  289?
Options: A) 624 B) 634
C) 644 D) 654
Fractions: What is 3/4
+ 1/2?
Options: A) 5/4 B) 4/6
C) 1 1/4 D) 1 1/2
Percentages:  A  shirt
originally costs $40. It
is  on  sale  for  25%  off.
What is the sale price?
Options: A) $10 B) $30
C) $35 D) $32
Word  Problem:  A
factory  produces  250
widgets per hour. How
many  widgets  are
produced in an 8-hour
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shift?
Options:  A)  1,800  B)
2 ,000  C)  2 ,250  D)
2,500
Algebra: If 5x + 10 =
35, what is x?
Options: A) 3 B) 4 C) 5
D) 7
Answer key: 1) B (634);
2) C (1 1/4); 3) B ($30);
4) B (2,000); 5) C (5).

WHY EMPLOYERS
VALUE THIS TEST

Employers  appreciate
the  Wonderlic  Basic
Math  Ski l l  Test  for
several  reasons.  First,
it  is  a  standardized
assessment  that
provides  consistent
results  regardless  of
t h e  c a n d i d a t e ’ s
b a c k g r o u n d  o r
education. Second, it is
time-efficient—the
entire  test  takes  less
than  hal f  an  hour ,
mak ing  i t  easy  to
incorporate  into  the
hiring  process.  Third,

the test’s focus on core
math  skills  directly
correlates  with  job
performance  in  roles
that  involve numerical
work.
Moreover, research has
shown that basic math
proficiency  is  linked  to
better  decision-making
in  the  workp lace .
Employees  who  can
quickly and accurately
calculate  discounts,
t o t a l s ,  o r
measurements are less
likely to make mistakes
that cost the company
money.  By  screening
for  these  skills  early,
employers  reduce
t ra in ing  t ime  and
i m p r o v e  o v e r a l l
efficiency.

HOW TO PREPARE
FOR THE
WONDERLIC BASIC
MATH SKILL TEST

I f  y o u  a r e  a  j o b
candidate  anticipating
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t h i s  t e s t ,  d o n ’ t
worry—preparation  is
straightforward.  The
key is  to refresh your
fundamental  math
ski l ls  and  practice
u n d e r  t i m e d
conditions.  Here  are
practical  strategies:

1. Review
Basic
Math
Concepts
Start  by  revisit ing
elementary  arithmetic:
addition,  subtraction,
multiplication,  and
division. Then move on
to  fractions,  decimals,
and percentages. Make
sure  you  can  convert
between  these  forms
(e.g.,  0.25  =  1/4  =
25%). Understand how
to  find  percentages  of
numbers and calculate

percentage  increases
or  decreases.  Finally,
practice solving simple
algebraic  equations
like  2x  +  5  =  13.

2.
Practice
Word
Problems
Many  test  takers  find
w o r d  p r o b l e m s
challenging  because
they  require  reading
comprehension  and
t r a n s l a t i o n  i n t o
m a t h e m a t i c a l
expressions.  Work  on
identifying  the  key
n u m b e r s  a n d
o p e r a t i o n s  i n  a
problem. For  instance,
if  a  problem  says  “A
store  has  150  apples
and sells 40% of them,
how  many  are  left?”
you  need  to  find  40%



8

8 Wonderlic Basic Math Skill Test 2025-01-17

of  150  and  subtract
from 150.

3. Use
Online
Practice
Tests
Several  websites  offer
free  Wonderlic  Basic
Math Skill Test practice
tests.  These  simulate
t h e  a c t u a l  t e s t
environment  and  help
you  get  comfortable
with  the  format  and
t i m i n g .  A i m  t o
complete at least three
to  five  practice  tests
before  the  real  exam.
Focus on accuracy first,
then speed.

4.

Improve
Your
Mental
Math
Since the test is timed,
mental math skills are
c ruc i a l .  P rac t i ce
adding,  subtracting,
m u l t i p l y i n g ,  a n d
dividing  without  a
c a l c u l a t o r .  F o r
e x a m p l e ,  t r y  t o
compute  45  ×  12  in
y o u r  h e a d
(45×10=450,  plus
45×2=90,  total  540).
Th is  wi l l  save  you
prec ious  seconds
during  the  test.

5.
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Manage
Your
Time
During

the Test
With 50 questions in 20
minutes, you have only
about  24  seconds  per
question. Do not spend
too long on any single
problem.  If  you  are
stuck, make your best
guess  and  move  on.
Remember, there is no
penal ty  for  wrong
answers,  so  always
answer every question.

SCORING AND
INTERPRETATION

After  completing  the
test,  your  raw  score
(number correct out of
50 )  i s  conver ted .
Different  employers

have  different  cut-off
scores. For example, a
warehouse  position
might  require  a  raw
score of 25 or higher,
while  an  accounting
clerk role might expect
3 5  o r  m o r e .  T h e
Wonderlic  company
provides  norm  tables
that  compare  your
score  to  a  national
sample  of  similar  job
candidates.
If your score falls below
t h e  e m p l o y e r ’ s
threshold, you may be
disqualified  from  the
job.  However,  many
companies use the test
as  one  o f  seve ra l
screening  tools,  so  a
lower  score  does  not
necessarily  eliminate
you—especially  if  you
have strong experience
or other qualifications.

COMMON
MISTAKES AND
HOW TO AVOID
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THEM

Even  well-prepared
candidates  can  make
e r r o r s .  H e r e  a r e
frequent  pitfal ls:

Misreading the
question – For
example,
confusing “how
many are left”
with “how many
were sold.”
Always read the
problem
carefully.
Forgetting to
simplify
fractions – The
answer choices
may be in
simplified form,
so ensure your
final fraction is
reduced.
Incorrect order
of operations –
Remember
PEMDAS
(Parentheses,
Exponents,
Multiplication/Div

ision,
Addition/Subtract
ion) when a
problem includes
multiple
operations.
Running out of
time – If you are
slow on early
questions, you
may not finish
later ones.
Practice pacing
yourself.

A  good  strategy  is  to
skim through  the  test
first  and  answer  the
easiest questions, then
return  to  the  harder
ones. This ensures you
collect as many points
as possible.

THE ROLE OF THE
WONDERLIC BASIC
MATH SKILL TEST
IN CAREER
ADVANCEMENT

Passing  the  Wonderlic
Basic  Math  Skill  Test
can  open  doors  to
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various entry-level and
mid-level positions. For
example ,  a  re ta i l
associate  who  scores
well may be considered
for  a  supervisory  role
that  involves  shift
scheduling  and  sales
a n a l y s i s .  I n
manufacturing,  a  high
score  might  lead  to
opportunities in quality
control  or  inventory
m a n a g e m e n t .
Therefore,  investing
time in preparation can
yield  long-term career
benefits.
Additionally,  some
employers use the test
for internal promotions.
I f  you  are  a l ready
employed  and  aim  to
m o v e  t o  a  m o r e
n u m b e r s - o r i e n t e d
depar tment ,  l i ke
finance  or  logistics,
prepar ing  for  and
passing  this  test  can
demonstrate  your
readiness.

CONCLUSION

The  Wonderlic  Basic
Math Skill  Test  is  a
practical,  efficient,  and
w i d e l y  u s e d
a s s e s s m e n t  f o r
e v a l u a t i n g
fundamental  math
abilities.  Whether  you
are a job seeker aiming
to  secure  a  position
that requires numerical
competence  or  an
employer  looking  to
streamline  your  hiring
process, understanding
the  test’s  content,
f o r m a t ,  a n d
preparation  strategies
i s  e s s e n t i a l .  B y
refreshing  your  basic
math  skills,  practicing
word  problems,  and
managing  your  time
effectively,  you  can
approach the test with
confidence.
Remember, this test is
not  designed  to  trick
y o u — i t  s i m p l y
measures  the  math
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skills you likely already
use  in  daily  life.  With
focused  preparation,

you  can  achieve  a
strong score and move
one step closer to your
career goals.


