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UNVEILING THE WIND: THE WUTHERING DEFINITION
OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY PROVIDES

Few words in the English language carry the atmospheric weight
and literary resonance of “wuthering.” Instantly, it  evokes the
wild,  storm-swept  moors  of  Emily  Brontë’s  masterpiece,
Wuthering Heights. But what does this term actually mean? When
we  turn  to  the  authoritative  source,  the  Wuthering  Definition
Oxford English Dictionary offers a precise and historically rich
explanation that extends far beyond a single novel. This article
delves deep into that definition, exploring the word’s etymology,
its  cultural  impact,  and  its  continued  relevance  in  modern
English.
The Oxford English Dictionary (OED) is the definitive record of the
English language, tracing the history and evolution of words. For
anyone  seeking  a  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English
Dictionary,  the  entry  reveals  a  term  deeply  connected  to
weather, geography, and sound. It is a word that, once heard,
paints  an  immediate  picture  of  blustery  winds  and  rugged
landscapes. Let us embark on a journey through the dictionary to
fully understand the power and nuance of “wuthering.”

WHAT IS THE OFFICIAL WUTHERING DEFINITION
FROM THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY?

According to the OED, the primary definition of “wuthering” is an
adjective describing a place or thing that is “subject to the action
of the wind; characterized by strong winds; stormy, blustery.”
The dictionary also notes its use as a verb (present participle of
the verb “wuther”), meaning “to move with a rushing or roaring
sound, as the wind; to make a howling or whistling noise.” This
dual classification highlights its dynamic nature—it is both a state
of being and an action.
The wuthering definition Oxford English Dictionary is rooted
in the physical experience of wind. It is not merely a description
of  wind,  but  of  an environment  shaped by it.  The OED cites
examples from the 17th century onward, showing the word’s long
history  before Brontë immortalised it.  The definition emphasises
a continuous, forceful presence of wind, often associated with
exposed, high-altitude locations.

Key Elements of the
Definition

Primary Meaning: Exposed to strong, often turbulent
wind; stormy.
Verb Form: To blow with a roaring or rushing sound; to
make a howling noise.
Context: Almost exclusively used in relation to weather,
geography, or atmosphere.
Etymology: Derived from Old Norse hvíðra (to roar or
whirl) and related to Northern English and Scottish dialects.

This precise wuthering definition Oxford English Dictionary
clarifies  that  the  word  is  not  just  a  synonym  for  “windy.”  It
implies a persistent, audible, and almost aggressive quality of

wind  that  shapes  the  landscape  and  the  lives  of  those  who
inhabit it.

THE ETYMOLOGY OF WUTHERING: TRACING THE
ROOTS

Understanding  the  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English
Dictionary requires a look at its etymology. The OED traces the
word to the late Middle English period, with roots in Old Norse.
The Old Norse word hviðra  meant “to roar or whirl,” perfectly
capturing  the  sound  and  motion  of  a  strong  wind.  This  root
entered Northern English and Scottish dialects, where it evolved
into “wuther” and “wuthering.”
The  word  was  primarily  used  in  the  counties  of  Yorkshire,
Lancashire, and other areas of northern England and southern
Scotland.  In  these  regions,  “wuthering”  was  a  practical,
descriptive term for the harsh, windy conditions common on the
moors  and  fells.  The  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English
Dictionary  preserves this regional flavour,  noting that the word
was  “chiefly  Northern  English  and  Scottish”  before  being
popularised  nationally.
This  dialectal  origin  is  crucial.  The  OED  includes  multiple
historical citations showing its use in agriculture, travel, and local
weather  reports.  For  example,  17th-century  travel  writers
described the “wuthering winds” of the Yorkshire coast. This deep
etymological history gives the word a grounded, authentic feel
that contributes to its power in literature.

LITERARY IMMORTALISATION: WUTHERING HEIGHTS
AND THE OED

No  discussion  of  the  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English
Dictionary  is  complete  without  Emily  Brontë’s  1847  novel,
Wuthering Heights. Brontë famously uses the word not just in the
title but throughout the book to describe the Earnshaw family
home.  In  the  very  first  chapter,  the  narrator  Lockwood  remarks
on the name: “Wuthering Heights is the name of Mr. Heathcliff’s
dwelling.  ‘Wuthering’  being  a  significant  provincial  adjective,
descriptive  of  the  atmospheric  tumult  to  which  its  station  is
exposed in stormy weather.”
Brontë’s  use  of  the  word  is  a  masterstroke.  The  wuthering
definition  Oxford  English  Dictionary  directly  supports  her
choice: the house is indeed exposed to stormy weather,  both
literal and metaphorical. The novel’s passionate, turbulent, and
often  violent  emotional  landscape  mirrors  the  physical
environment. The OED notes Brontë’s usage as a key citation,
confirming that  she  brought  a  dialect  word  into  the  mainstream
literary canon.
Because  of  Wuthering  Heights,  the  word  “wuthering”  is  now
almost inseparable from the novel. When people search for the
wuthering  definition  Oxford  English  Dictionary,  they  are
often  looking  to  confirm this  literary  connection.  The  OED  entry
acknowledges this by including the title as a prominent example,
showing how a single book can imprint a word onto the cultural
consciousness.
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How the Novel Shaped the
Word's Modern Perception

Atmospheric Intensity: The word now connotes wildness,
passion, and emotional storminess.
Place and Identity: “Wuthering” evokes a specific sense
of place—the Yorkshire moors.
Cultural Mnemonic: The title alone encapsulates the
novel’s themes of love, revenge, and nature.
Dialect to Standard: Brontë’s use helped transition
“wuthering” from a regional term to a word recognised
internationally.

The  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English  Dictionary  thus
bridges  the  gap  between  a  functional  weather  term  and  a
powerful literary symbol. The OED’s inclusion of the novel as a
reference  point  demonstrates  the  living  nature  of  language,
where cultural works can amplify and transform meaning.

SEMANTIC NUANCES: WHAT WUTHERING IS NOT

To  fully  grasp  the  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English
Dictionary,  it  is  helpful  to  distinguish  it  from similar  words.
“Wuthering” is not simply “windy.” “Windy” can describe a gentle
breeze, whereas “wuthering” implies force, sound, and a degree
of wildness. It is closer to “blustery” or “tempestuous,” but with
an  added  sense  of  continuous,  resonant  noise—a howling  or
roaring quality.
Furthermore, the word is rarely applied to people directly. While
we might describe a person as “stormy,” “wuthering” is almost
always an attribute of the weather or a location. The wuthering
definition  Oxford  English  Dictionary  restricts  its  use  to
meteorological or geographical contexts, though metaphorically it
can be applied to situations or emotions that mimic a storm. But
this metaphorical use is secondary to its literal meaning.
Another  nuance  is  its  regional  specificity.  Even  after  Brontë,
“wuthering”  retains  a  Northern  English  flavour.  Using  it  in  a
sentence about  a  coastal  breeze in  Florida would feel  out  of
place.  The  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English  Dictionary
acknowledges this implicit cultural and geographical tie, which
adds depth and authenticity when used correctly.

MODERN USAGE AND RELEVANCE OF WUTHERING

Is  “wuthering”  still  used  today?  According  to  the  wuthering
definition  Oxford  English  Dictionary,  it  is  classified  as  “now
chiefly literary or regional.” This means it is not a common word
in  everyday  conversation,  but  it  thrives  in  specific  contexts.  We
encounter it in:

Literary Criticism: Academic papers frequently discuss
the word’s role in Brontë’s work.
Creative Writing: Authors use it to evoke a specific
atmosphere of wild exposure.
Travel and Nature Writing: Descriptions of the Yorkshire
moors or other exposed landscapes.
Weather Reports (rare): Occasionally used by
meteorologists in poetic segments.
Music and Pop Culture: Kate Bush’s song “Wuthering

Heights” popularised the word further.

The  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English  Dictionary  shows
that the word has not faded into obscurity. Instead, it has a niche
but  powerful  presence.  Its  rarity  makes  it  striking  and
memorable. When a writer chooses “wuthering,” they signal a
deliberate move toward the dramatic and elemental.

Synonyms and Related
Terms
For  clarity,  the  OED  and  other  sources  offer  these  near-
synonyms,  though  none  are  exact  equivalents:

Blustery: Similar force, but less emphasis on sound.
Tempestuous: More violent, often used metaphorically.
Boisterous: Noisy and energetic, but can apply to people.
Howling: Focuses specifically on the sound of the wind.
Stormy: Broader, includes rain and thunder.

The  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English  Dictionary  stands
apart because it combines wind force, sound, and a sense of a
place being continuously shaped by these elements.

HOW TO USE WUTHERING IN A SENTENCE (WITH OED
GUIDANCE)

Based  on  the  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English
Dictionary,  here  are  examples  of  correct  usage:

The old farmhouse stood alone on the hill, battered by1.
wuthering winds for centuries.
We could hear the wuthering of the gale through the cracks2.
in the cottage walls.
His novel opens with a description of a wuthering coastline,3.
setting a tone of isolation and struggle.
She loved the wild, wuthering atmosphere of the moors in4.
autumn.

Notice  the  word  is  typically  used  as  an  adjective  (wuthering
winds) or a noun (the wuthering of the storm). The verb form is
rarer but appears in literary descriptions of the wind “wuthering”
around  a  building.  The  wuthering  definition  Oxford  English
Dictionary confirms that both are valid and historically attested.

CONCLUSION: THE ENDURING POWER OF A SINGLE
WORD

The wuthering definition Oxford English Dictionary  reveals
much more than a simple meteorological term. It exposes a word
steeped in dialect history, shaped by one of English literature’s
greatest novels, and still capable of evoking a powerful sense of
place and emotion. From its Old Norse roots to its modern literary
usage,  “wuthering” remains a unique and evocative adjective
that carries the weight of wind, history, and passion.
Whether  you  are  a  student,  a  writer,  or  simply  a  lover  of
language,  exploring  the  wuthering definition Oxford English
Dictionary  offers  a  fascinating  glimpse  into  how  a  single  word
can capture the wild, untamed forces of nature and the human
imagination. Next time you hear the wind howling on a stormy
night,  remember  that  you  are  not  just  experiencing  blustery
weather—you are experiencing something truly wuthering.


