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UNDERSTANDING THE COPYRIGHT GLENCOE MCGRAW
HILL A DIVISION OF THE MCGRAW HILL COMPANIES
INC

When you open a textbook, workbook, or digital learning resource
from  Glencoe,  one  of  the  first  things  you  will  encounter  is  the
copyright notice: Copyright Glencoe Mcgraw Hill A Division
Of The Mcgraw Hill Companies Inc. This statement is far more
than a  legal  formality.  It  represents  a  complex framework of
intellectual property rights, educational publishing history, and
the legal boundaries that govern how millions of students and
teachers  interact  with  learning  materials  every  day.
Understanding what this copyright means can help educators,
students, and parents use these resources effectively and legally.
This  article  explores  the  significance  of  the  copyright  held  by
Glencoe, a division of McGraw-Hill, one of the largest and most
influential  educational  publishers  in  the  world.  We  will  examine
the history behind the company, the purpose and scope of the

copyright  notice,  what  it  protects,  and  how  educators  and
students  can navigate  these  protections  responsibly.  Whether
you  are  a  teacher  planning  lessons,  a  student  completing
homework, or a parent supporting learning at home, knowing the
ins and outs of this copyright will empower you to make the most
of Glencoe materials while respecting intellectual property law.

A BRIEF HISTORY OF GLENCOE AND MCGRAW-HILL
EDUCATION

To fully appreciate the copyright owned by Glencoe, a division of
The  McGraw-Hill  Companies,  Inc.,  it  helps  to  understand  the
organization  behind  it.  McGraw-Hill  was  founded  in  1888  by
James H. McGraw and John A. Hill. Over the decades, it grew into
a global powerhouse in educational publishing, financial services,
and  media.  The  company’s  educational  division,  McGraw-Hill
Education, became one of the “Big Three” educational publishers
in  the  United  States,  alongside  Pearson  and  Houghton  Mifflin
Harcourt.
Glencoe,  specifically,  emerged  as  a  distinct  imprint  within
McGraw-Hill  Education,  focusing  primarily  on  secondary  and
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higher education. The Glencoe name became synonymous with
rigorous, standards-aligned textbooks in subjects ranging from
mathematics and science to language arts, social studies, and
world languages. Popular series such as Glencoe Math, Glencoe
Science,  Glencoe  Literature,  and  Glencoe  World  History  have
been used in countless classrooms across the United States and
internationally.
The  copyright  notice  Copyright  Glencoe  Mcgraw  Hill  A
Division  Of  The  Mcgraw Hill  Companies  Inc  appears  on
virtually  every  Glencoe  publication.  This  notice  asserts  the
company’s  exclusive legal  rights  to reproduce,  distribute,  and
derive  new  works  from  the  content.  It  is  a  critical  tool  for
protecting  the  substantial  investment  in  research,  writing,
editing, design, and printing that goes into creating high-quality
educational  materials.  For  decades,  this  copyright  has  helped
ensure  that  schools  receive  accurate,  up-to-date,  and
pedagogically  sound  resources.

WHAT DOES THE COPYRIGHT NOTICE PROTECT?

The copyright notice is not just a name. It is a legal declaration
that the work is protected under United States copyright law and
international  treaties.  Copyright  protection  applies  to  a  wide
range of creative and intellectual works, and for Glencoe, this
includes:

Text content: The written explanations, examples,
problem sets, and assessments that form the core of any
textbook or workbook.
Illustrations, diagrams, and photographs: The visual

elements that help explain complex concepts, from cellular
biology diagrams to historical maps.
Graphic design and layout: The overall look and feel of
the page, including the arrangement of text and images,
which is considered a creative work.
Digital and multimedia components: Online platforms,
interactive exercises, videos, animations, and other digital
resources that accompany many Glencoe textbooks.
Teacher editions and ancillary materials: Lesson
plans, answer keys, test banks, and other resources
designed specifically for educators.

The copyright notice means that no one may copy, distribute,
publicly  display,  or  create  derivative  works  based  on  these
materials without authorization from Glencoe, a division of The
McGraw-Hill  Companies  Inc.  This  protection  lasts  for  a  specified
term (generally the life of the author plus 70 years for works
created after 1978, or 95 years from publication for corporate
works).

WHY THE COPYRIGHT MATTERS FOR EDUCATORS AND
STUDENTS

For teachers and students, the copyright notice might seem like a
distant legal concept, but it has practical implications every day
in  the  classroom.  Understanding  these  boundaries  helps
educators use materials legally and ethically while still providing
excellent instruction.
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Permissible Uses Under Fair
Use
United States copyright law includes the doctrine of “fair use,”
which  allows  limited  use  of  copyrighted  materials  without
permission  for  purposes  such  as  criticism,  comment,  news
reporting, teaching, scholarship, or research. For educators, fair
use can be a valuable tool, but it is not a blanket permission.
Courts consider four factors when determining fair use:

The purpose and character of the use: Is it for1.
nonprofit educational purposes or commercial gain?
Educational use is more likely to be considered fair.
The nature of the copyrighted work: Is the work factual2.
or creative? Factual works like textbooks may receive less
protection than purely creative works.
The amount and substantiality of the portion used:3.
Using a small, non-central excerpt is more likely to be fair
than using a large or central portion.
The effect of the use upon the potential market: If4.
the use harms the market for the original work, it is less
likely to be fair.

In practice, a teacher might be allowed to photocopy a single
chapter  for  classroom  discussion,  but  reproducing  an  entire
textbook  or  posting  substantial  portions  online  would  likely
violate the copyright of Glencoe, a division of The McGraw Hill

Companies  Inc.  Many  school  districts  have  specific  guidelines
about  how much  of  a  copyrighted  work  can  be  copied,  and
teachers should always check their district’s policies.

Obtaining Proper
Permissions
When educators or schools wish to use Glencoe materials beyond
the scope of fair use or their existing licenses, they must seek
permission  from  the  copyright  holder.  This  typically  involves
contacting the permissions department of McGraw-Hill Education.
Permissions  may  be  granted  for  a  fee  or  under  specific
conditions,  such  as  using  the  material  in  a  new  publication,
creating a derivative work, or adapting content for a specialized
audience.
The  process  can  take  several  weeks,  so  planning  ahead  is
essential. Many schools and districts have existing agreements
that cover certain uses, so it is always worth checking with your
administration or library before seeking individual permissions.

DIGITAL LEARNING AND THE EVOLUTION OF
COPYRIGHT

The  rise  of  digital  learning  platforms  has  transformed  how
students  and  teachers  interact  with  copyrighted  materials.
Glencoe textbooks are  now often available  in  digital  formats,
accessible  through  laptops,  tablets,  and  smartphones.  The
copyright notice Copyright Glencoe Mcgraw Hill A Division



4

4 Copyright Glencoe Mcgraw Hill A Division Of The Mcgraw Hill Companies Inc 2026-05-07

Of The Mcgraw Hill Companies Inc applies equally to these
digital  versions,  but  the  digital  environment  creates  new
challenges  and  opportunities.

Licensing and Access
Digital versions of Glencoe materials are typically governed by
end-user  license  agreements  (EULAs)  rather  than  traditional
sales.  When  a  school  purchases  a  digital  subscription,  it  is
essentially  buying  a  license  to  access  the  content  for  a  specific
period  and  for  a  specific  number  of  users.  These  licenses  often
restrict printing, downloading, or sharing of the content. Teachers
and students must read the terms carefully to understand what is
allowed.

Copyright in the Age of
Remote Learning
The COVID-19 pandemic accelerated the shift to remote learning
and  raised  new  questions  about  copyright  compliance.  Many
publishers, including McGraw-Hill Education, temporarily relaxed
some  restrictions  to  support  schools.  However,  these
accommodations were often temporary and varied by institution.
Moving  forward,  educators  should  assume  that  standard
copyright protections apply to digital materials unless they have
explicit permission to do otherwise.
One  common  point  of  confusion  is  the  difference  between

“linking” and “copying.” Providing a link to a legally accessible
Glencoe  resource  is  generally  safe,  but  posting  a  PDF  of  a
textbook chapter on a public website without authorization is a
violation  of  the  copyright  held  by  Glencoe,  a  division  of  The
McGraw Hill Companies Inc.

COMMON MISCONCEPTIONS ABOUT THE COPYRIGHT
NOTICE

Several  myths surround the copyright  notice that  appears  on
Glencoe  materials.  Dispelling  these  misconceptions  helps
educators  and  students  use  the  resources  responsibly.

Misconception 1: “It’s for educational use, so it’s
automatically okay.” While educational use is a factor in
fair use, it is not a blanket exemption. Copyright law still
applies in classrooms and school networks.
Misconception 2: “If it’s posted online, it’s in the
public domain.” Posting copyrighted material online
without permission is infringement, not publication into the
public domain. The copyright remains with Glencoe, a
division of The McGraw Hill Companies Inc.
Misconception 3: “Older editions are no longer
protected.” Copyright protection lasts for many decades.
Even older editions of Glencoe textbooks are likely still
under copyright unless they were published before 1929 or
the copyright was explicitly abandoned.
Misconception 4: “Teachers can copy anything as
long as it’s for their own classroom.” While teachers
have some flexibility under fair use, there are limits.
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Copying an entire textbook or workbook for each student
would likely exceed those limits.

HOW TO RESPECT THE COPYRIGHT WHILE
MAXIMIZING LEARNING

Educators and students can take several practical steps to honor
the copyright of Glencoe materials while still enjoying their full
educational benefits:

Use the resources as intended: Follow the terms of any
licenses or agreements that accompany the materials. If
you have questions, contact your school’s administration or
the publisher directly.
Limit photocopying and digital reproduction:
Reproduce only small portions for classroom use, and
always include the copyright notice on any copies you
make.
Purchase or license additional copies: If you need
more copies for students, work with your school’s
purchasing department to buy additional licenses or print
copies legally.
Educate students about copyright: Teach students why
copyright matters and how to use copyrighted materials
responsibly. This builds respect for intellectual property and
prepares them for college and careers.
Use open educational resources (OER) when
appropriate: OER are freely accessible and openly
licensed materials that can supplement or replace
traditional textbooks. They offer flexibility while respecting

copyright law.

THE FUTURE OF COPYRIGHT IN EDUCATION

The copyright held by Glencoe, a division of The McGraw Hill
Companies Inc,  is  part  of  a broader ecosystem of  intellectual
property in education. As technology advances and new learning
models emerge, copyright law will continue to evolve. Publishers
are  increasingly  offering  flexible  digital  licenses,  adaptive
learning platforms, and subscription-based access that balance
the need for protection with the demand for accessibility.
At  the  same  time,  the  rise  of  generative  AI  and  automated
content  creation  raises  new  questions  about  authorship,
ownership, and fair use. Educational publishers like McGraw-Hill
are actively  exploring how to integrate AI  into  their  products
while  protecting  their  copyrights.  For  now,  the  fundamental
principles remain the same: respect the creative work of authors
and publishers, use materials within the bounds of the law, and
seek permission when in doubt.
For  educators,  the  best  approach  is  to  stay  informed  about
copyright  policies  at  your  institution  and  maintain  open
communication  with  your  administration.  Most  schools  have
designated  copyright  officers  or  librarians  who  can  provide
guidance.  Additionally,  the  official  website  of  McGraw-Hill
Education  offers  resources  and  contact  information  for
permissions  and  licensing  inquiries.

CONCLUSION

The  copyright  notice  Copyright  Glencoe  Mcgraw  Hill  A
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Division Of The Mcgraw Hill Companies Inc is a vital part of
the educational publishing landscape. It protects the substantial
investment in  creating high-quality  textbooks,  workbooks,  and
digital resources that support learning across the curriculum. For
educators  and  students,  understanding  this  copyright  means
being  able  to  use  Glencoe  materials  effectively  and  legally,
whether  in  the  classroom,  online,  or  at  home.

By respecting copyright law, educators model ethical behavior for
their students and help sustain a system that encourages the
creation of excellent educational resources. At the same time, by
knowing the boundaries of fair use and seeking permissions when
necessary,  teachers  can  continue  to  deliver  engaging,  effective
instruction. The copyright notice is not a barrier to learning but a
framework


