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WHERE ARE HYUNDAI CARS
MADE? A COMPLETE GUIDE TO
GLOBAL MANUFACTURING

If you have ever driven a Hyundai or
considered buying one, you might have
wondered: Hyundai made in which
country does this popular automobile
brand originate? The short answer is
South Korea. However, as one of the
world's largest automotive
manufacturers, Hyundai has developed a

vast global network of production
facilities. This article explores the
company's roots, its headquarters, and
the many countries where Hyundai
vehicles are assembled today. We will
also examine how manufacturing
location influences quality, features, and
even pricing. By the end, you will have a
clear picture of not just the birthplace of
Hyundai, but the global footprint of this
automotive giant.

THE ORIGINS: HYUNDAI'S SOUTH
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Hyundai Motor Company was founded in
1967 by Chung Ju-yung. Its headquarters
and primary research and development
centres remain in Seoul, South Korea.
The very first Hyundai model, the
Cortina, was built in partnership with
Ford. But soon the company began
developing its own vehicles. The iconic
Ulsan plant, one of the largest
automobile manufacturing facilities in
the world, opened in 1968 and still
produces millions of cars each year.
When people ask Hyundai made in which
country at a conceptual level, the
answer is always South Korea. The brand
carries immense national pride and is a
pillar of the Korean economy. Yet the
company's global ambitions quickly led

to expanKOREAN FOUNDARIONan
peninsula.

MAJOR MANUFACTURING
FACILITIES IN SOUTH KOREA

Ulsan Plant

The Ulsan complex covers over 5 million
square metres and has five independent
assembly lines. It produces a wide range
of models including the Hyundai Sonata,
Elantra, Tucson, and Santa Fe. The plant
also manufactures engines and
transmissions. Many vehicles exported
to North America, Europe, and other
regions originate here. The Ulsan facility
is known for its high automation and
strict quality control. It operates 24
hours a day, underlining the scale of
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Hyundai's domestic production.

Asan Plant

Located in Asan, this plant specialises in
larger sedans and SUVs like the
Grandeur (Azera) and the Genesis
models. It also produces the Hyundai
Sonata Hybrid. The Asan facility focuses
on advanced manufacturing
technologies and eco-friendly production
methods.

Jeonju Plant

Jeonju is Hyundai's dedicated
commercial vehicle plant, producing
trucks, buses, and special-purpose
vehicles. It supplies both domestic and
international markets.

Although South Korea is the primary
answer to Hyundai made in which
country, modern global automotive
manufacturing means that many
Hyundai cars sold in your local market
might actually be built closer to you.

HYUNDAI'S GLOBAL
MANUFACTURING NETWORK

To reduce shipping costs, avoid tariffs,
and better serve regional markets,
Hyundai has established factories in
many countries. Each plant follows the
same rigorous quality standards set by
the South Korean headquarters. Below is
a detailed breakdown by region.



North America

United States - Hyundai Motor
Manufacturing Alabama (HMMA) in
Montgomery, Alabama, began
production in 2005. This plant assembles
popular models like the Sonata, Elantra,
Santa Fe, and the Tucson. For many
American buyers, the question "Hyundai
made in which country" for their car is
answered: the United States. The
Alabama facility employs thousands of
workers and has capacity for over
300,000 vehicles annually. It uses
American-made steel and components,
qualifying many models as domestic
content.

Canada - Hyundai has no assembly
plant in Canada, but it operates a parts

distribution centre and a proving ground.
Most Hyundais sold in Canada come
from Alabama, South Korea, or Mexico.

Mexico - Hyundai's plant in Monterrey,
Mexico, produces the Accent (sold in
some markets as the Verna) and the new
Kona subcompact SUV. This facility
supplies both North American and South
American markets. Mexican production
often means lower price points due to
favourable trade agreements.

Europe

Czech Republic - Hyundai Motor
Manufacturing Czech (HMMC) in
Nosovice is the company's main
European plant. It produces the i30, the
Tucson, and the Kona. The Czech plant
supplies most European countries and
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uses local suppliers to meet European
regulations and preferences. When
Europeans ask Hyundai made in which
country for their local model, the answer
is often Czech Republic.

Turkey - Hyundai Assan Otomotiv in
Izmit, Turkey, is a joint venture that
builds the i10, i20, and other small cars
for the European and Middle Eastern
markets. Turkey's strategic location
makes it a hub for exports to both
Europe and Asia.

Russia - Hyundai previously had a plant
in St. Petersburg, Russia, but production
has been suspended due to geopolitical
issues. Many models sold in Russia
previously came from this facility or from
the Czech Republic.

Asia-Pacific

China - Beijing Hyundai Motor Company
is a joint venture that operates multiple
factories in Beijing and Hebei. China is
Hyundai's largest single market after
South Korea, and cars like the Elantra,
Sonata, and many China-only models are
built there. The answer to "Hyundai
made in which country" for Chinese
market cars is proudly China.

India - Hyundai Motor India Limited
(HMIL) in Chennai (Sriperumbudur) is
one of Hyundai's largest and most
successful overseas plants. It produces
small cars like the Grand il10, i20, and
the popular Creta SUV. India exports
vehicles to Africa, the Middle East, and
Latin America. Indian-manufactured



Hyundais are known for being feature-
rich and affordable.

Southeast Asia - Hyundai has
assembly plants in Indonesia (Bekasi),
Vietnam (Bac Ninh), and the Philippines
(Santa Rosa). These facilities primarily
serve local markets and often involved in
producing commercial vehicles as well
as passenger cars.

Middle East and
Africa

Egypt - A small assembly plant in Cairo
produces some models for the Egyptian
market.

Saudi Arabia and UAE - These
markets import vehicles from South

Korea, India, and Turkey. No local
assembly exists yet, but Hyundai is
expanding its presence in the region.

South Africa - Hyundai cars sold in
South Africa are primarily imported from
South Korea and India. No local
manufacturing exists currently.

Latin America

Brazil - Hyundai's plant in Piracicaba,
Sao Paulo, produces the HB20 (a Brazil-
specific small hatchback) and the Creta.
This facility is vital for the Brazilian
market and uses local parts to avoid
import taxes.

Argentina and Chile - Vehicles for
these markets come from Brazil and
Mexico.
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DOES IT MATTER WHERE YOUR
HYUNDAI IS MADE?

Many car buyers wonder if the answer to
Hyundai made in which country
affects quality. The truth is that Hyundai
maintains uniform global standards.
Whether a car is assembled in Alabama,
Ulsan, or Chennai, the same engineering
specs, safety standards, and component
sourcing guidelines apply. However,
there can be subtle differences:

e Feature variations - Some
markets get different engines or
technology options. For example,
European Hyundais often have
diesel engines, while American
models focus on gasoline and
hybrid options.

e Material sourcing - Local

suppliers provide parts, which may
lead to minor variations in panel
gaps or interior materials. But
Hyundai's quality control keeps
these differences negligible.

e Price - Vehicles made in a region
with lower labour costs or
favourable trade deals can be
more affordable in that market.

* Resale value - In some countries,
locally assembled cars have
slightly lower resale value than
imported counterparts, while in
others the opposite is true.
Generally, perceived prestige of
"imported" status can vary.

Overall, you can trust that any Hyundai,
regardless of assembly location, meets
the brand's high standards. The



company's reputation for reliability and
warranty support is consistent
worldwide.

HOW TO DETERMINE WHERE
YOUR HYUNDAI WAS MADE

If you own a Hyundai or are looking at a
specific model, you can find the
manufacturing location easily. Look at
the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN)
on the dashboard or driver's side door
jamb. The first character of the VIN
indicates the country of manufacture:

e K - South Korea (e.g., KMH, KNA)
5 - United States (e.g., 5N1, 5NM)
L - China (e.g., LBE, LBH)

M - India (e.g., MAL, MA3)

N - Mexico (e.g., NMT)

T - Czech Republic (e.g., TMA)

e X - Brazil (e.g., 9BG)

You can also check the manufacturer's
label under the hood or on the door
frame. The plant code and "Made in"
sticker provide a direct answer to your
Hyundai made in which country query.

WHY HYUNDAI'S GLOBAL
STRATEGY MATTERS

Hyundai's decision to build factories
around the world is not just about
reducing shipping costs. It allows the
company to adapt to local tastes,
government regulations, and economic
conditions. For instance, the Indian plant
produces models with higher ground
clearance and smaller engines suited to
Indian roads. The American plant focuses
on larger sedans and SUVs with strong

8 Hyundai Made In Which Country

2023-09-08



Hyundai Made In Which Country 9

V6 or turbocharged options. The Czech
plant optimises for European emissions
standards and driving dynamics.

This localization also helps Hyundai
avoid currency fluctuations and trade
barriers. The U.S. factory, for example,
helps Hyundai circumvent tariffs on
imported cars. Similarly, the Chinese
joint venture allows Hyundai to operate
as a domestic brand in one of the world's
largest car markets.

Moreover, Hyundai's global supply chain
means that even while answering the
simple question "Hyundai made in which
country", you are actually looking at a
complex web of engineering centres,
test tracks, and parts suppliers. The
company's R&D facilities in Namyang
(South Korea), Michigan (USA), and
RiUsselsheim (Germany) all contribute to

every car, no matter where it is

assembled.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Is Hyundal a
Chinese
company?

No. Hyundai is a South Korean company.
Some people confuse it with Chinese
brands because of its presence in China,
but its ownership and headquarters
remain firmly in South Korea.



Are Hyundais
made in the
USA?

Yes. The Hyundai Motor Manufacturing
Alabama plant produces several models
for the North American market. Many
Hyundais sold in the U.S. are built there.

Which country
makes the best

10

Hyundais?

Quality is consistent across all plants.
The Ulsan facility in South Korea is
considered the flagship and has received
numerous quality awards. However, the
Alabama and Czech plants also achieve
excellent quality scores.

Are Hyundais
made in India
reliable?

Absolutely. Hyundai Motor India has
been operating for over two decades and
has a reputation for reliability and high
resale value. Indian-built Hyundais are
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exported to many countries.

CONCLUSION

So, Hyundai made in which country?
The definitive answer is South Korea,
where the company was founded and
still maintains its core operations.
However, if you are looking at a specific
Hyundai vehicle, the manufacturing
location could be one of many countries,
including the United States, Czech
Republic, India, China, Mexico, Brazil,
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Turkey, and others. Each plant adheres
to the same global standards, ensuring
that you get a high-quality car no matter
where it was assembled. The next time
you see a Hyundai on the road, you can
appreciate the global cooperation that
brought it to life - from Korean
engineering to local assembly lines
around the world. Hyundai's success
story is a true testament to the power of
international manufacturing and
strategic expansion.



