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INTRODUCTION TO
THE WORLD OF
DORK DIARIES

Since its debut in 2009,
the  Dork  Diar ies
series by Rachel Renée
Russell  has  captured
the hearts of millions of
young  readers  around
the globe. Told through
the  witty  and  often
dramatic  diary  entries
of  fourteen-year-old
Nikki  Maxwell ,  the
series  blends  humor,
relatable middle school
s t r u g g l e s ,  a n d
charming  illustrations.
For  fans,  collectors,
and new readers alike,
having a complete List

O f  A l l  T h e  D o r k
D iar ies  b o o k s  i s
essential  for  following
Nikki's  journey  from
awkward  new  girl  to
confident  friend,  artist,
and  aspiring  author.
This  comprehensive
guide provides exactly
that,  offering  a  book-
by-book  breakdown of
the main series, special
e d i t i o n s ,  a n d
companion  titles,  all
while  exploring  the
themes and characters
that make this series a
be loved  s tap le  in
children's literature.
The series is renowned
for  its  unique  format,
combining  traditional
narrative  with  comic-
style  sketches,  notes,
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and  doodles .  Th is
engaging  style  makes
the books accessible to
reluctant  readers  and
avid  bookworms alike.
Whether you are trying
to  comp le te  you r
collection  or  simply
want to know where to
start,  this  List Of All
The  Dork  Diaries
titles will serve as your
ult imate  roadmap.
From the very first day
of  school  to  the most
recent  adventures,  let
us dive into the world
of  locker  drama,  BFF
struggles, and crushes
o n  t h e  a d o r a b l e
Brandon.

THE MAIN DORK
DIARIES SERIES:
BOOKS 1
THROUGH 15

The core story of Nikki
Maxwell unfolds across
fifteen  mainline  books
(and  counting).  Each
installment  captures  a
specific  chapter  of  her

life,  usually  revolving
around a school year, a
holiday, or a major life
event. The following is
a complete List Of All
The  Dork  Diaries
main  series  entries  in
publ icat ion  order,
which  also  closely
fol lows  the  story's
chronological timeline.

Book 1:
Tales
from a
Not-So-
Fabulous
Life
This  is  where  i t  al l
begins. We meet Nikki
M a x w e l l  a s  s h e
transfers  to  a  new
private  middle  school,
Westchester  Country
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Day, on a scholarship.
H e r  f a t h e r  i s  a n
exterminator,  and  in
exchange  for  pest
control  services,  Nikki
g e t s  t o  a t t e n d .
Unfortunately,  she
immediately  becomes
t h e  t a r g e t  o f  t h e
school's  queen  bee,
MacKenzie  Hollister.
This book sets the tone
for  the  entire  series,
in t roduc ing  us  to
Nikki's BFFs Chloe and
Z o e y ,  h e r  c r u s h
Brandon ,  and  her
nemesis  MacKenzie.  It
is the essential starting
point  for  any  List  Of
All The Dork Diaries
collections.

Book 2:
Tales
from a

Not-So-
Popular
Party Girl
Nikki  finds  herself  in  a
social  dilemma  when
she  is  invited  to  two
parties  on  the  same
n i g h t :  a  l a v i s h
s l e e p o v e r  a t
MacKenzie's  mansion
and  a  fun,  low-key
Halloween  party  with
her friends. The drama
of trying to be in two
places at once leads to
h i l a r i o u s
misadventures  and
c r i n g e - w o r t h y
moments  that  any
middle  schooler  can
relate  to.

Book 3:
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Tales
from a
Not-So-
Talented

Pop Star
Nikki's  singing  voice
leaves  much  to  be
desired,  but  when  a
school  talent  show
offers  a  chance  to  win
a  recording  contract,
things get complicated.
MacKenz ie  i s  a lso
competing,  and  Nikki
must  decide  between
staying true to herself
and chasing fame. This
book  explores  themes
of  authenticity  and
friendship.

Book 4:
Tales
from a
Not-So-
Graceful
Ice
Princess
After a fall on the ice,
Nikki is convinced she
is  cursed.  Her  friend
Brandon  tries  to  help
her overcome her fear
of  ice  skating,  while
MacKenzie  plots  to
sabo tage  N i kk i ' s
chances at the school's
winter  dance.  This
installment  is  a  fan
favorite  for  its  cozy
winter  sett ing  and
s w e e t  m o m e n t s
between  Nikki  and
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Brandon.

Book 5:
Tales
from a
Not-So-
Smart
Miss
Know-It-
All
Nikki begins writing an
anonymous  advice
column for  the  school
newspaper.  At  first,  it
feels  empowering,  but
w h e n  h e r  a d v i c e
backfires spectacularly,
she  must  face  the
consequences.  This
b o o k  t a c k l e s  t h e
pressure  o f  be ing
p e r f e c t  a n d  t h e

importance of honesty.

Book 6:
Tales
from a
Not-So-
Happy
Heartbre
aker
Valentine's  Day brings
romantic  chaos.  Nikki
is  sure  Brandon  is
going to ask her to the
dance, but a series of
misunders tand ings
leads her to believe he
likes  someone  else.
Meanwhile,  MacKenzie
i s  up  to  he r  usua l
tricks.  This  is  one  of
the  most  emotional
books  in  the  series.
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Book 7:
Tales
from a
Not-So-
Glam TV
Star
Nikki lands a spot on a
reality  TV  show,  but
the  experience  is  far
f r o m  g l a m o r o u s .
B e t w e e n  t h e
producer's  demands
a n d  M a c K e n z i e ' s
sneaky  attempts  to
steal  the  spotlight,
Nikki learns that reality
TV is anything but real.

Book 8:

Tales
from a
Not-So-
Happily
Ever After
Nikki's  adventures
continue as  she deals
with  the  aftermath  of
her TV fame. This book
also deepens the love
triangle  tension  and
e x p l o r e s  N i k k i ' s
dreams of becoming a
wr i ter .  The  humor
remains sharp, and the
illustrations  are  as
delightful  as  ever.

Book 9:
Tales
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from a
Not-So-
Dorky
Drama

Queen
T h e  s c h o o l  p l a y
b e c o m e s  a
battleground  when
Nikki  and  MacKenzie
both  audition  for  the
lead  role.  Backstage
drama, forgotten lines,
and costume disasters
make  this  one  of  the
funniest entries in the
series. It  also includes
a  touching  subplot
a b o u t  N i k k i ' s
relationship  with  her
father.

Book 10:
Tales
from a
Not-So-
Perfect
Pet Sitter
Nikki agrees to dog-sit
a  mischievous  puppy,
leading  to  chaos  at
home  and  at  school.
The  puppy  gets  into
everything,  and  Nikki
must balance pet care
with her homework and
social life. This book is
especially popular with
animal lovers.

Book 11:
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Tales
from a
Not-So-
Friendly

Frenemy
A new student arrives
at Westchester Country
Day, and she seems to
be  a  perfect  clone  of
MacKenzie.  However,
things are not as they
appear .  This  book
introduces  a  complex
dynamic  as  N i kk i
navigates  the  tricky
waters  of  frenemies
and  fake  friends.

Book 12:
Tales

from a
Not-So-
Secret
Crush
Catastrop
he
Brandon is going away
for  the  summer,  and
Nikki  is  devastated.
She  tries  to  find  the
perfect  gift  to  show
him how she feels, but
every attempt ends in
disaster. This book is a
s u m m e r - t h e m e d
adventure full of heart
and humor.

Book 13:
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Tales
from a
Not-So-
Happy

Birthday
Nikki 's  birthday  is
approaching,  and  she
hopes  for  a  perfect
celebration.  Naturally,
MacKenzie  has  other
p lans .  From  party
inv i tat ions  to  g i f t
disasters,  this  book
captures  the  h igh
expectat ions  and
inevitable  letdowns  of
a big birthday.

Book 14:
Tales

from a
Not-So-
Best
Friend
Forever
Nikki's  friendship  with
Chloe  and  Zoey  i s
t e s t e d  w h e n  a
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g
threatens to tear them
a p a r t .  T h i s  b o o k
e x p l o r e s  t h e
complexities of middle
school  friendships  and
the  importance  of
communication  and
forgiveness.

Book 15:
Tales
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from a
Not-So-
Posh
Paris
Adventur

e
The most recent main
series  entry  (at  the
time  of  writing)  takes
N i k k i  o n  a n
international  trip  to
Paris! She is thrilled to
visit  the City of  Light,
but  MacKenzie  is  also
there,  making trouble.
This book expands the
world  of  Dork  Diaries
beyond  the  school
walls  and  is  a  visual
treat  with  its  Parisian
settings.

SPECIAL EDITIONS
AND SUPER
EDITIONS

In addition to the main
series,  Rachel  Renée
Russell  has  released
several special editions
t h a t  e x p a n d  t h e
universe  or  offer  a
different  perspective.
These are important to
i n c l u d e  i n  a n y
complete  List  Of  All
The  Dork  Diaries
collection.

Dork
Diaries:
How to
Dork Your
Diary
This is a creative guide
t h a t  e n c o u r a g e s
readers  to  start  their
own diaries. It includes
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t ips,  prompts,  and
space for writing. It is a
meta-textual  addition
that  cleverly  ties  into
the  series'  theme  of
journaling.

Dork
Diaries:
OMG! All
About Me
Diary!
Similar to "How to Dork
Your Diary," this is an
interactive journal that
allows  fans  to  write
their  own  stories.  It
comes  with  stickers
and  colorful  pages,
making it a perfect gift
for creative kids.

Dork
Diaries: I
Love
Paris! (A
Dork
Diaries
Special
Edition)
This  is  a  standalone
special  edition  that
fo l lows  N ikk i  on  a
s h o r t e r  P a r i s i a n
adventure.  It  is  not
p a r t  o f  t h e  m a i n
numbering  but  is  a
m u s t - h a v e  f o r
collectors  who want  a
complete  List  Of  All
The Dork Diaries.
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Dork
Diaries:
Birthday
Drama!
(A Dork
Diaries
Special
Edition)
Another special edition
tha t  f ocuses  on  a
b i r t h d a y  p a r t y
storyline.  It  offers  a
f resh  take  on  the
birthday  theme  with
n e w  j o k e s  a n d
il lustrations.

THE DORK DIARIES
SUPER EDITION

SERIES

Start ing  in  recent
years, Russell launched
a  new  line  of  Super
Editions that are longer
and more adventurous
than  the  main  books.
These  are  considered
part  of  the  official
series  and  should  be
i n c l u d e d  i n  a n y
complete  List  Of  All
The  Dork  Diaries.
T h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y
numbered with a "SE"
designation.

Dork
Diaries:
Tales
from a
Not-So-
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Bratty
Little
Sister
(Super
Edition

#1)
This  book  flips  the
perspective,  focusing
primarily  on  Nikki's
little sister, Brianna. It
offers  a  hilarious  look
at family life and is a
refreshing  change  of
pace.

Dork
Diaries:

Tales
from a
Not-So-
Dorky
Dork
(Super
Edition
#2)
Nikki  reflects  on  her
most  embarrassing
moments and learns to
embrace  her  inner
d o r k .  T h i s  S u p e r
E d i t i o n  i s  f u l l  o f
flashbacks  and  fan-
favorite  moments.

KEY CHARACTERS
AND THEMES IN



14

14 List Of All The Dork Diariess 2024-02-11

THE DORK DIARIES
UNIVERSE

Understanding  the
characters  enhances
the reading experience
and makes the List Of
All The Dork Diaries
more  meaningful.  The
s e r i e s  e x c e l s  a t
character development
over time.

Nikki
Maxwell
The  protagonist  and
narrator. She is artistic,
a w k w a r d ,  a n d
endlessly relatable. Her
diary is her safe space,
and her growth from a
s h y  n e w  g i r l  t o  a
confident  young
woman is the heart of
the  series.  She  loves
drawing,  writing,  and
her  dog,  Moe.

MacKenzi
e
Hollister
The  quintessential
mean girl. MacKenzie is
rich, popular, and loves
to  make  Nikki's  life
miserable. However, as
the  series  progresses,
readers  see  glimpses
of  her  insecur i ty ,
making  her  a  more
complex antagonist.

Brandon
Roberts
The  sweet,  kind,  and
very  artistic  boy  that
Nikki  has  a  crush  on.
He works at a local pet
store and is passionate
about  animal  rights.
His  relationship  with
Nikki  is  a  slow-burn
romance  that  spans
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the  entire  series.

Chloe
and Zoey
N i k k i ' s  t w o  b e s t
f r i ends .  They  a re
supportive, funny, and
often  the  voices  of
r e a s o n .  C h l o e  i s
d r a m a t i c  a n d
emotional,  while  Zoey
is more pragmatic and
logical.  Together,  they
form a perfect trio with
Nikki.

Brianna
Maxwell
Nikki's  younger  sister.
She  is  a  whirlwind  of
energy,  chaos,  and
adorable mischief. She
often  steals  the  show
with her antics and is a
fan  favorite  for  her
hilarious one-liners and
imaginative games.

WHY YOU SHOULD
READ THE DORK
DIARIES IN ORDER

While each book has a
self-contained  story,
character  arcs  and
relationships  develop
over time. Reading the
books  in  the  order  of
this  List  Of  All  The
Dork Diaries  ensures
you experience the full
emotional  payoff.  For
i n s t a n c e ,  t h e
progression  of  Nikki
a n d  B r a n d o n ' s
re la t i onsh ip ,  the
deepen ing  o f  he r
friendships,  and  her
growing confidence are
all  best  appreciated
w h e n  r e a d
s e q u e n t i a l l y .
Additionally,  running
jokes and callbacks to
earlier books make the
experience  richer  for
readers who follow the
s e r i e s  f r o m  t h e
beginning.
The  series  is  also  a
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f an tas t i c  too l  f o r
encouraging  reading
among  young  people.
The  d iary  fo rmat ,
c o m b i n e d  w i t h
illustrations, makes the
b o o k s  f e e l  l e s s
int imidat ing  than
traditional  novels.
Parents and educators
of ten  recommend
Dork  Diaries  as  a
g a t e w a y  t o  m o r e
advanced reading. The

themes  of  kindness,
resilience,  and staying
true  to  yourself  are
woven  throughout
every title  in  the List
O f  A l l  T h e  D o r k
Diaries .

HOW TO BUILD
YOUR COLLECTION

For  those  looking  to
start or complete their
collection


