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UNLOCKING THE MAGIC: A
COMPLETE GUIDE TO THE BOOK
OF LOVE CHORDS

There are songs that feel like they have
always existed—melodies and lyrics that
seem to float out of a collective memory,
comforting and timeless.  "The Book of
Love" is one of those songs. Originally
recorded  by  doo-wop  group  The
Monotones in 1958, and later famously
covered  by  Peter  Gabriel  for  the

soundtrack of  the film Shall  We Dance?,
the  song  has  become  a  staple  for
weddings, romantic playlists, and couch-
side singalongs. But for many guitarists
and pianists, the real magic lies in how
simple  and  satisfying  The  Book  Of
Love chords are to play.
Whether you are a beginner looking for
your  first  three-chord  song  or  an
experienced  player  searching  for  a
perfect,  heartfelt  arrangement,  this
guide will walk you through every aspect
of  the  song's  chord  progression,
strumming  patterns,  and  even  a  few
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creative variations. By the end, you’ll not
only know the chords—you’ll understand
why this song continues to resonate with
so many musicians and listeners alike.
Let’s open the first page and begin.

THE HISTORY BEHIND THE SONG:
WHY THE CHORDS MATTER

Before  we  place  our  fingers  on  the
fretboard,  it  helps  to  understand  the
musical  foundation  of  "The  Book  of
Love."  The  Monotones  originally  wrote
the song as a playful, uptempo doo-wop
number.  Its  chord  progression  is  a
classic  I–vi–IV–V  (in  the  key  of  C:
C–Am–F–G7). This progression is one of
the  most  beloved  in  Western  music,
appearing  in  countless  hits  from  the
1950s to today. It’s instantly memorable,
emotionally  evocative,  and  incredibly

easy  to  play.
When Peter Gabriel reimagined the song
for  the  2004  film,  he  slowed  it  down
dramatically,  turning  it  into  a  tender
ballad.  The  chord  structure  remained
largely  the  same,  but  the  change  in
tempo  and  dynamics  brought  a  new
level of intimacy. That version, with its
gentle  piano  and  Gabriel’s  quavering
vocals,  introduced  the  song  to  a  new
generation.  Today,  when  guitarists
search for The Book Of Love chords,
they  are  often  looking  for  the  Peter
Gabriel  arrangement,  though  the
Monotones version is equally rewarding.
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Key and Basic
Chord Shapes
The most common key for playing "The
Book of Love" is C major.  This key is
guitar-friendly,  using  open  chords  that
most  beginners  learn  in  their  first  few
weeks. Here are the primary chords you
will need:

C major – 032010 (or x32010)
A minor – x02210
F major – 133211 (or the simpler
xx3211)
G7 – 320001 (or G major: 320003)

You might also encounter an E minor
(022000)  in  some variations,  and a  D
minor  (xx0231)  i f  you  exp lore

alternative  arrangements.  But  for  the
core song, those four chords above are
all you need.

STEP-BY-STEP CHORD
PROGRESSION FOR THE BOOK OF
LOVE

We will break down the song section by
section. The structure is simple: verse,
chorus,  and a short  bridge.  Let's  start
with the verse.

The Verse: A
Gentle Question
The verse of "The Book of Love" begins
with the line: "The book of love is long
and boring" (Monotones) or "The book of
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love, I wonder if it's true" (Peter Gabriel).
The  chords  under  these  lines  are  as
follows:
Verse Chords (Key of C):

C – Am – F – G7
C – Am – F – G7

Play each chord for one measure (four
beats) in a slow, steady strum. For the
Gabriel  version,  you  might  hold  the
chords a little longer, almost like a slow
waltz rhythm. The doo-wop version calls
for  a  faster,  more  rhythmic  "chunka-
chunka" strum.
Try this simple pattern:

Down, down, up, up, down (repeat)

But feel free to experiment—the magic is
in the changes.

The Chorus:
Lifting the Spirit
The  chorus  answers  the  verse  with  a
more emphatic declaration: "I love you, I
love you,  I  love you,  I  do."  The chord
progression here mirrors the verse but
often includes a slight variation:
Chorus Chords:

C – Am – F – G7
C – Am – F – G7 (or sometimes C –
Am – F – C)

In the Peter Gabriel version, the chorus
swells with emotion. You can emphasize
this  by  strumming harder  or  adding a
fingerpicking  pattern.  For  example,  a
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simple  Travis  pick  (bass  note,  strum,
bass note,  strum) works beautifully  on
the The Book Of Love chords.

The Bridge: A
Moment of
Reflection
The  bridge  is  short  but  distinctive.  It
often uses an A minor to E minor shift,
then back to F and G7. Here's a typical
bridge progression:
Bridge Chords:

Am – Em – F – G7
Am – Em – F – G7 (then back to the
verse or chorus)

If  you  are  playing  the  Monotones
version,  the bridge is  almost  identical.
The E minor adds a touch of melancholy,
which is then resolved by the hopeful F
and G7.

COMMON STRUMMING PATTERNS
AND FINGERPICKING IDEAS

Chords  are  great,  but  rhythm is  what
makes a song come alive. Here are three
approaches  for  The  Book  Of  Love
chords:

Doo-Wop Strum (Monotones1.
vibe)
A steady, syncopated rhythm:
chuck (mute) – down – up – down –
up. Use a pick or your thumb for a
bouncy feel. This pattern mimics
the original’s background vocal
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percussiveness.
Slow Ballad Strum (Gabriel2.
vibe)
Each chord gets a single, slow
downstroke held for a full
measure. Then add a gentle
arpeggio (rolling the strings from
the bass to the treble) on the first
beat of each new chord. This
creates space and emotion.
Fingerpicking Pattern3.
For an even more intimate sound,
try a classical guitar approach:
pluck the bass note of each chord
(C: A string, Am: A string, F: F
string, G7: G string) then strum the
top three strings. Repeat. This
works wonderfully for a solo
acoustic performance.

TRANSPOSING THE BOOK OF
LOVE CHORDS TO OTHER KEYS

Not every singer feels comfortable in C
major. If you need to transpose the song,
you  are  in  luck  because  the  chord
relationships are the same. The I–vi–IV–V
pattern can be shifted to any key. Here
are a few popular options:

Key of G: G – Em – C – D7
Key of D: D – Bm – G – A7
Key of A: A – F#m – D – E7

Use a capo if you want to stay in open
positions.  For  example,  if  you  place  a
capo on the 5th fret and play the G, Em,
C, D7 shapes, you will sound in the key
of C again (but with a brighter timbre).
Experiment to find what suits your voice
best.
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VARIATIONS AND ADVANCED
CHORD SUBSTITUTIONS

Once you are comfortable with the basic
The Book Of  Love chords,  you  can
add color and sophistication. Here are a
few  substitutions  that  professional
guitarists  often  use:

Replace C with Cmaj7 (x32000)
for a dreamy, jazzy feel.
Replace F with Fmaj7 (xx3210)
to soften the transition.
Add a G/B bass line (x20003)
before the G7 to create a walking
bass effect.
Use Dm7 (xx0211) instead of F in
some phrases for a more modern,
folk-pop sound.

One particularly lovely variation occurs

in the Peter Gabriel version: during the
line “I love you, I love you, I love you, I
do,”  the  chord  briefly  shifts  to  an  A
minor with a G bass (Am/G: 302210)
before resolving to F. If you have a guitar
with a low E string,  this is  a beautiful
addition.

TIPS FOR PLAYING THE BOOK OF
LOVE CHORDS ON UKULELE

Ukulele players adore this  song for  its
simple chord shapes. In the key of C on a
standard uke (gCEA tuning), the chords
become even easier:

C: 0003
Am: 2000
F: 2010
G7: 0212

The strumming pattern can be a gentle
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island-style  down-up-down-up.  The
song’s  natural  lilt  fits  perfectly  with  the
ukulele’s  cheerful  tone.  For  a  more
tender  rendition,  fingerpick  the  chords
using  your  thumb  and  index  finger.

LYRICS AND CHORD PLACEMENT:
A PRACTICAL CHART

To  help  you  play  along,  here  is  a
simplified  lyric  and  chord  chart  for  the
first  verse  and  chorus  of  the  Peter
Gabriel version. Remember, the chords
change on the syllable shown.
Verse:
(C) The book of love I (Am) wonder if it's
(F) true
(F) The things they (G7) say about (C)
you... (Am)
(C) The book of love is (Am) long and
bori- (F) ing

(F) No one can (G7) lift  the (C) dam...
(Am)
Chorus:
(F) But I (G7) love you (C) yes I (Am) love
you
(F) I (G7) love you (C) I do... (Am)
(F) I (G7) love you (C) yes I (Am) love
you
(F) The (G7) book of love is (C) true...
Notice how the Am often appears at the
end  of  a  l ine  as  a  passing  chord.
Experiment  by  either  playing  it  or
omitting  it—both  work.

COMMON MISTAKES TO AVOID

Even simple songs can trip players up.
Here are a few pitfalls to watch for when
learning The Book Of Love chords:

Rushing the chord changes.
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The song is meant to feel relaxed.
Practice switching between C and
Am and F and G7 slowly until your
transitions are seamless.
Muting strings when playing F.
The F barre chord (133211) can be
tough for beginners. Use the
simplified xx3211 version or even
a 4-string version (x33211) and
ignore the low E and A strings.

Overcomplicating the rhythm.
The beauty of this song lies in its
simplicity. Don’t add too many
fancy strums—let the chords and
lyrics carry the emotion.
Forgetting the dynamics. In the
Peter Gabriel version, the volume
builds in the chorus. Mimic this by
strumming softly during the verse
and gradually increasing intensity.


